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VIDFILMS SPUR COAST JOB BOOM 








Product Payolas Loading Airwaves 
Down; Pluggers Trip Over Each Other 


The radio-TV merchandise pay- 
ola has probably hit an unprece- 
dented high in activity during the 
past few months. There's hardly a 
top public relations outfit in the 
business that hasn't a special emis- 
sary assigned to radio and video 
programming specifically for the 
purpose of getting a plug on behalf 
of a client’s product. This ranges 


all the way from automobiles to | 
any one of the assorted soft or. 
cola drinks, with a resultant payola | 
in kind for the show’s writers or | 


gtars. 

The clients or their public rela- 
tions-distributor reps usually aim 
for the high-rated shows, with their 
multi-million audiences, with the 
extent of the merchandise payoff 
depending on the show’s rating. 
But it’s much easier to get a free 
product ride on the sustainers, al- 
though with a sustainer the payoff 
is less impressive. 

Sometimes, in the case of spon- 
sored shows, it leads to embarrass- 
ments in inadyertent plugging of 
rival company products, as oc- 
curred last week on a major TV 
show sponsored by a brewery com- 
pany. Star of the show wasn’t 
aware that the supplementary plug 
worked into the continuity repre- 
sented a conflict with an auxiliary 
product turned out by the brewery. 
There were a lot of red faces when 
the brewery execs went into action. 


‘Theatre Guild’ Readying 
90-Min. ‘Hamlet’ on Air; 








~. 
. ce 


Such Is Fame 


Washington, Feb. 6. 
Paul Hume, the Washington 


EMPLOYMENT UP 
5-407, IN YEAR 


By MIKE KAPLAN 


Hollywood, Feb. 6. 
Hollywood's greatest spectre— 
'Spasmodic unemployment — has 








| Post music critic who drew that | faded somewhat during the last year 
| stinging letter from President Tru- | as a result of hypoed television film 
man, is learning that all fame gets | activity. And while there’s no 
|you is your name spelled wrong. | promise that video may spell the 
| For example, an invitation came |end of economic uncertainty for 
to town for him the other day to filmland’s talent and technicians, 
‘address the annual Gridiron Ban- (| there is every indication that the 
quet of Sigma Delta Chi fraterni- | growing vidpic indtistry will one 
ty at the University of Indiana.|day absorb a tremendous percent- 
Now, Sigma Delta Chi is a national | age of the seasonal unemployed in 


Theatre Tele in Full Speed Ahead; 
Over 100 Exhibs Order Equipment 


+ RP leyege television, after strug- 

gling to get rolling for the last sev- 

Atom Test ‘Goes TV’ |eral years, has finally been green- 

| lighted for full speed ahead. More 

Hollywood, Feb. 6. | than 100 theatres have placed or- 

First television remotes of an ders for big-screen video units dur- 

atomic blast were recorded this|ing the last few weeks, and the 

morning (6) when KTLA and various manufacturers have fYorm-~ 

KTTV cameras. set up on Mount ised delivery by early fall. As a 

Wilson, caught the flash of eerie | result, theatre TV, for the first time 

white light as the fifth experi-|in its history, will be able to amass 

mental blast at Las Vegas Proving a sufficient boxoffice to bid for ex- 

|Ground was touched off at 5:47 | clusive rights to some sports and 
a.m. Stations had made prepara- | special events. 


tions Monday night, figuring on be- Strong upsurge of interest among 
ing available every morning until | exhibitors for putting TV into their 





|journalistic honor society (you 
| know, the business that teaches 
| “accuracy, accuracy, accuracy”’). 

The invitation was addressed to 
Wash- 


| Cyril Hume, drama critic, 
| ington Star! 


Rails, Cold Hit BO. 
But N.Y.Does Okay 


Railroad strike which snarled 
the nation’s transportation system 
and the unseasonable cold wave in 
the south hit show business this 
/past week, but effects weren't 
grave. Major results of the rail 
tieup and cold snap were: 1— 
longhair concerts took an estimated 
$25,000-$40,000 licking; 2—motion 
picture theatres in some cities were 
hurt by the bad weather-walkout 








combination; 3—Gotham hotels and 


|niteries continued strong; and 4— 
| NBC used its own airtime to main- 
| tain the flow of publicity materials 


| the film industry. 

| In the space of one year, the tele- 
\film industry has gained such 
| stature that it has provided many 
‘new jobs for actors, directors, 
writers, cameramen and film edi- 
tors. Exact figures in the various 
| categories are almost impossible 
|to arrive at, but even cautious es- 
| timates are that the booming pro- 
|duction of television films on the 
| Coast has eased unemployment in 
|the various guilds and unions any- 
/where from 5% to 30%. Growing 
optimism as to the future of the 
fledgling industry here is based on 
the fact that the upswing thus far 
has been based actually on the ac- 


(Continued on page 63) 


‘Silverstone, Lehman Gals 








blast. 


| theatres is the result of continued 





Both stations picked up from efforts by.a nymber of circuit execs 
/own transmitter sites, 250 miles to break the logjam that has long 
|from experimental area. KTLA’s Confronted the medium, and get it 
| version, accompanied by an audio on its feet. Top brass of not only 
| tape, was kinescoped for repetition the Theatre Owners of America 
Tuesday night. KTTV used only and National Allied but alsc of the 
|cameras atop Wilson. KTLA sent Motion Picture Assn. of America 











Financing Own 1-Reelers 
On European Art for 20th 


| 
Producer of the series of one-| 
|reelers on famous paintings, which | 
'Spyros Skouras a few weeks ago an- 





company execs and leading exhibs 
that TV in theatres could form one 
9 of the best methods possible to . 
Its School-by- 
ment have been placed with RCA 
As asses Close for its instantaneous projection 
method. As a result, RCA has de- 
cided that it will now be possible 
WMCT, local TV outlet, teed off | turer to trim its price per unit to 
last week with daily classroom in- (Continued on page 63) 
structions direct from its down- 








| Gil Martin to Las Vegas where he have been pitching _ big-screen 
described blast and then inter- | video to their members for months. 
viewed spectators. They have pointed out to major 
overcome the competition of TV in 
homes. 
Most of the new orders for equip- 
Memphis, Feb. 6. to set up a mass production as- 
In step with the worst blizzard sembly line for the units. This, in 
that has hit this sector in years, ‘Urn, has prompted the manufac- 
town studios. ; W ld . : ° 
New series of programs, which | or Situation F ails 
was encouraged by TV and school | 


To Be Sold as Album |as the mails were snafued. 


Legit, which invariably seems to 

NBC’s “Theatre Guild on the get clipped by adverse weather or 

Air” is planning what may be the / economic conditions, took a double 
most ambitious production of 


drubbing last week as wildcat rail- 

. | road strikes coincided with a coun- 
“Hamlet” yet presented on radio 
for its March 4 broadcast. With! 


| try-wide epidemic of brutal 
weather. The boxoffice loss, includ- 
John Gielgud, Pamela Brown and !ng both Broadway and the road, 
Dorothy McGuire starred, the co a,” been around 
show will run an extra half-hour, | ; vo 7 
from 8:30 to 10 p.m., with NBC} can ye a er and B 
having cleared its “Tales of the | St0T™S cut the boxoffice in all bu 
Texas Rangers” out of the 9:30 to the solid capacity shows, and the 
10 p.m. slot for that single Sunday. | (Continued on page 53) 
U.S. Steel, which bankrolls | 
“Theatre Guild,” has pacted with ° 0 
NBC and the Guild to record the. Show Biz Uniting To 
Show from the air and market it | 
via a regular disk release. Gielgud, | 





nounced would be released by 20th- | officials, was put in effect when city 


Fox, is Marilyn Silverstone, 21-| and county schools put the shutters | 


year-old daughter of 20th’s foreign| on for four days. 
_chief, Murray Silverstone. 
sociate will be a former classmate 
‘at Wellesley, Helen Lehman, | 
daughter of banker Robert Leh- 
man. 

| The two gals are financing the 
pix themselves, putting up their 
own coin plus some provided by 
| Lehman pere. Twentieth is advanc- 


ing no money. merely guaranteeing | [ge Ohio State U. Pix As 
Democracy Aid Abroad 


planned, with more likely if they 
Columbus, O., Feb. 6. 


| prove successful. 
Miss Silverstone was an art ma- 
jor in college and has spent a good Two Ohio State U. motion pic- 
|deal of her life in Europe, where tures have been picked up by ond 
State Dept. and will be exhibited 
throughout the world as part of 


Preem TV 


(zh. 

George Barnes, county school 
super, told Variety that “if this 
worl ; out, we could have televi- 


(Continued on page 63) 





'she is familiar with all the famed 
galleries. The two femme pro- 


Her as-| “school session” was held Friday. 











Who will play the title role, is also | 
Scripting the adaptation. Miss | 
Brown will play the queen and Miss | 


McGuire will do the Opielia role. 


NBC, incidentally, a:so has a 
Special one-shot tribute to com- 
poser Richard Rodgers, marking 
his 25th anni in show business, 
scheduled for the same night on 


television, where it will be in di-| 


rect competition with the “Ham- 
let” show. Rodgers program is 
Scheduled for the video network 
from 9 to 10 p.m., with U. S. Shoes 
bankrolling through’ a special deal 
“ith Phileo, which usually occupies 
that slot. 


Honor Cantor, Jessel 


Eddie Cantor and George Jessel 
will celebrate 42 years of friend- 
ship by means of a testimoniai din- 


ner to be given them May 5 at a 
‘New York hotel under auspices 
of the Jewish Theatrical Guild. The 
‘close relationship between the two 
has been traditional in show biz. 


The arrangen.ents committee 


‘consists of Emil Friedlander, Harry 
E. Gould, Abe Lastfogel and James | 
E. Sauter. The coordin.ting com- | 
mittee comprises William Degen. 
Weinberger and William Morris, Jr. | 

All branches of the amusement 

‘industry are cooperating. 


ducers have already completed the 
research on their project. They 
plan to head for Europe in April 
or May to start three mouths of 
lensing on the initial half-dozen. 

They'll shoot in galleries in six 
countries. Pix will be in color. 
Name of the gals’ company is Ari 
Film Productions, Inc. 








Lethal Weapon 
Roger Price writes from the 
Coast that he’s working on a 
new invention that will kill 
television. 
It's Color Radio. 





its program of disseminating info 


To Halt H’wood Plans 


For Overseas Lensing 


Hollywood, Feb. 6. 

Hollywood film producers, both 
major and independent, are going 
right ahead with overseas filming 
| Fegardless of unsettled conditions 
and threats of war in various parts 
of the world. Currently eight pic- 
‘tures are slated for production in 
| England, five in Africa, three in 
| Latin America, one in China and 
an undetermined number on the 
European Continent. 
| Although 20th-Fox recently 
| shifted lensing of “The Desert 
| Fox” from North Africa to Cali- 
fornia, the company will make 
“White Witch Doctor” in the 
Belgian Congo. Others lined up 


| Dept. will distrib them abroad in 


for African shooting are: Edmund 
Grainger’s “African  Intrigue;” 
, ‘,| 5am Spiegel’s “African Queen;” 
some 27 foreign languages, via | . a ’ 
U. S. Information Service. | Danziger Brothers The | Broad 
. hana |Arrow,” and Sol Lesser’s next 
Accents on Learning” demon- “Tarzan” adventure. 
strates techniques and methods of Metro is readying three for 
college teaching as illustrated by British production: “Ivanhoe,” 
actual classroom demonstrations. | «the Romance of Henry Menafee” 
“Footsteps to the Future” is de-| and “Young Bess.” Currently 20th- 
signed to interest the highschool | Fox js lensing “The House on the 
girl in home economics, both as a Square” in London. Others are Hal 
preparation for homemaking and wallis’ “Son and Stranger:” Har- 
as a career. ‘old Hecht’s “The Crimson Pirate;” 
Both pix were made by the OSU Sol Lesser's “Black Chiffon;” 
motion picture unit directed by i Columbia's “Captain Blood Re 
Prof. Robert W. Wagner. (Continued on page 20) 


on the American way of life. State 
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Here We Go Again! 
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MAJORS’ ‘REALISTIC BACKLO 


Hughes’ War Activi 


ties Cue New Bids 


For Pic Co.: Brandt Seeks Theatres 


Negotiations were 
this week on a variety of fronts | 
looking to acquisition of Howard | 
Hughes controlling stock in both 
RKO Picture Co. and RKO The- 
atre Co. ; 

Two new potential purchasers of | 
the production firm's shares have | 
comeup. While Hughes has given 
no indication he’d part with this 
end of the business, his chief aide, 
Noah Dietrich, has listened to the 
two separate deals which were 
offered. ; 

Identities of both potential 
buyers is much hush-hush. One of | 
the two is an individual who has | 
had no association with the in- 
dustry in past. He’s being repped 
by a Wall st. firm which, in turn, 
is being guided by a prominent 
figure in film company financing. | 

Second would-be buyer is a 
Hollywood syndicate and, like the | 
first, has presented its offer to 
Dietrich in Coast huddles. 

While the Hughes side has been 
silient on selling the film securi- 
ties, the two active bidders have 
it figured he is likely to do so be- 
cause of the growing pressure of 
war production commitments by 
his non-film companies. 

Hughes Tool Co. has just re- 
ceived a Government order for | 
$200,000,000 in guided missiles and 
Consolidated Vultee’s defense 
work has similarly stepped up con- 
siderably. Since Hughes is at the | 
helm of both firms, it’s said likely | 
he’ll find it necessary to give more 
time to them. 

Meanwhile, activity on a possible 
stock swap deal also has increased. 

(Continued on page 18) 


See No Rise in 207% B.0. 
Rap; Show Biz Gets Off 
Easy in New Tax Bill 


Washington, Feb. 6. 
Although the Administration is 
slated to present another. tax 
measure later in the year, film in- 
dustryites who know their way 
around on Capitol Hill predict 
there will be no rise in the 20% 











admission bite. It is said that the | 


industry’s pre-Korea battle to re- 
duce the levy has left the impres- 
sion with both Congress and the 
Administration that any tax tilt 
might well result in a goose that 
lays a b.o. egg. 

Films—and, as a matter of fact, 
all of show biz—came off relatively 
unscathed so far as special provi- 
sions are concerned in the Admin- 
istration tax plan presented to the 
House Ways and Means Commitee 
yesterday (Monday). The proposals, 
which would raise a little over 
$10,000,000,000, specifically avoid 
any increase in the admissions or 
nitery check raps. 

Filmites who worked on last 


spring's effort to cut the tax bite | 


feel they have a two-edged chance 
for avoiding any lift now. One is 
the fact that the Administration 
will be wanting the cooperation of 
theatres for bond drives, civilian 
defense programs and other gov- 
(Continued on page 20) 


Philly Exhibs Bankrupt 
—Charge Video Done It 


Philadelphia, Feb. 6. 
Television took the rap in in- 
voluntary bankruptcy proceedings 
filed in U. S. District Court for 
David S. and Mary M. Moliver, 

trading as the Viola Theatre Co. 
Attorneys for the petitioning 
creditors told Federal Judge James 
P. McGranery that since the ad- 





vent of TV receipts from the two) | 
in N. Y. from the Coast on Mon- | 
day (5) with his agenda including | 
Code ap-| 


theatres operated by the Molivers 
—the Regis and Aurora—have 
dropped to such an extent that the 
Owners have been unable to pay 
running costs. 

Judge McGranery named Harry 
Blumberg and Hanley S. Rubin- 
Sohn as receivers for 30 days. Dur- 
ing that period, the judge ruled, 
the receiy ers were to carry on the 
usiness and determine what could 
be done with the theatres. 





in progress+ 


Rank, Due Here in May, | 


Skipping Visit to Coast 


J. Arthur Rank has set May 22 
as date for his annual visit to the 
U. S. However, this time he’ll prob- | 
ably not go to Hollywood where he, 
in past, visited his daughter, She- | 
laigh, each year. She is the wife of | 
Fred Packard, former Columbia | 
and Universal producer. 

Packard now is in England to) 
make a series of television films | 
on his own and will be joined by 
his wife next month. 

John Davis, Rank’s top aide, is! 
due in N. Y. from London Feb. 26 
for his semi-annual visit. He’ll also | 
go to Canada. - 


Six Metro Execs — 
Extend Pacts For 
Stock Options 


Subject to stockholder approval 
at a N. Y. meeting on Mar. 15, | 
Loew’s has extended for periods | 
varying from two and one-half to 
four years its employment con- 
| tracts with the six officials partici- 
| pating in the stock option plan re- 
| cently approved by the board. 
| Expiration of the’ pact with Dore 
| Schary, v.p. in charge of produc- 
| tion, has been pushed back from 
i July 26, 1955, to Jan. 17, 1958. This 
| provides for a weekly salary of 
| $3,846 for his exclusive services, 
{and $1,923 weekly for non-exclu- 
' sive services for nine and one-half 
years after 1958. 

Arthur M. Loew, president of 
| the foreign subsid, has been signed 
| for three additional years with the 

new expiration date set at Mar. 1, 
| 1958. He draws $3,846 per week. 
| Benjamin Thau’s deal as v.p. has 
| been extended from Mar. 1, 1954, 
|to Jan. 17, 1958. His paycheck 
comes to $3,000 per week, plus 
7/10ths of 1% of corporation’s an- 

{Continued on page 61) 








Grim Plot of Hersey’s 
‘The Wall’ Chills Coin 
- For D.0.S. Film Version 


David O. Selznick has been 
| forced to push off indefinitely pro- 
|duction of “The Wall” because 
‘of inability to obtain financing. 
Money sources disagree with the 
producer on the commercial ‘possi- 
bilities of the John Hersey best- 
| seller of last year, in light of the 
| present state of world affairs. 





| DOS paid $100,000 plus a per- 
centage for the screen rights. He 
still has the property on his pro- 
'cuction agenda, but is detouring it 


temporarily in favor of making 


pic in Europe this summer. 


| handle the reins on the pic person. | 
ally, in contrast to a number of co- | 


| production deals which he has been 
attempting to set with European 


filmmakers for the past 18 months | 


Name of the property and locale 
of the production are being kept 
under wraps until all detaiis are 
/sewed up and ready for announce- 
ment. It is known, however, that 

(Continued on page 20) 


Joe Breen Slips Into N. Y. 
To End ELC ‘Twist’ Row 


Joseph I. Breen quietly arrived 








decision on Production Co 
|proval for “Oliver Twist. Code 
‘chief earlier reversed his original 


outright ban of the pic when he_ 
suggested that Eagle Lion Classics | 


| make deletions. 
Distrib complied, sent the re- 
vised print to him and now is 
awaiting a new ruling. As of late 
(Continued on page 18) 
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Majority of film companies are 
operating in high gear in holster- 
ing their product. positions after 
considerable lensing hesitancy as 
a result ‘of the big market drop 
in 1948. ’ 

Of prime importance, it’s said, 
is the fact the new backlogs are 
comprised of pix made since the 
various studios put into effect 
sharp production economies. Also, 
highly-budgeted films made dur- 
ing the lush economy period have 
been completely wiped from the 
slate. 

Thus the firms are in the healthy 
position of being. equipped with 
pix financially attuned with the 
dwindled market. While they still 
can come out on top with low-level 
revenue, the expected continued 
increase in business obviously will 
mean so much additional income. 

Combination of factors is said to 
be behind the stepped-up film out- 
put and building of backlogs. One 
of the biggest reasons; of course, 
is the fact the studios, following a 


| 


{in Metro’s 


Truman Left by Metro 
On Cutting Room Floor 


Clip depicting President Truman 
upcoming “Go for 


' Broke” has been deleted as being 


| 


wide assortment of economy meas- | 


ures, are now operating at close 
to peak efficiency. 

That Paramount is in its best 
product position in history was for- 
mally announced last week by 

(Continued on page 61) 








“‘anticlimactic.”” Sequence showed 
him welcoming Hawaiian-American 
troops back from World War II. 
Decision reportedly was made ky | 
Dore Schary, pic’s producer, fol-| 
jowing sneak screenings on the 
Coast, in Florida and in New York 


Pic Stocks Now 
Sudden Darlings 
Of Wall St. Pros 


Film industry this week was vig- | 
orously bouncing back on the fi-| 
nancial front. Stocks pushed to 
gains far beyond the market’s gen- | 
eral average. 

Long neglected by investors with 
the deflation of prices as a conse-| 
quence, trading in pic securities | 
on the N. Y. Stock Exchange has | 
suddenly become robust. At the) 
same time Wall St. professionals | 
are looking in the direction of ma- 








BEFLECT SAVIN K-BUA Deal at Now-or-Never Point: 
IN NEW PIRTURES May Give Them 100% of Stock in 3 Yrs. 


+ Arthur Krim-Robert Benjamin 


negotiations for control of United 


| Artists appeared yesterday (Tues- 


day) to be a now-or-never propo- 
sition. Krim, who is on the Coast, 
has come to full agreement with 
the attorneys for owners Mary 
Pickford and Charles Chaplin. He 
and Benjamin are determined not 
to let Miss Pickford and Chaplin, 


!who now have the terms before 


them for final word, reopen the 
whole long-winded series of negoti- 
ations. 

K-B have their minds made up 
to keep these dealings from fol- 
lowing the pattern of numerous 
other previous potential UA buys. 
Each time negotiations got to the 
closing stage, the owners had a 
new series of demands. Krim and 
Benjamin are determined that they 
prefer to walk away from the deal 
rather than allow themselves to be 
trapped into interminable talks. 

Situation yesterday was uncer- 
tain. With complete agreement 
reached over the weekend with at- 
torneys, it seemed fairly sure 
Monday that the deal was reason- 
ably close to being in the bag. 
Lengthy session was held by Krim 
Monday evening, however, with 
the owners and their attorneys, 

(Continued on page 61) 


‘Mr. Smith’ Boomerangs 





/another large-scale, high-budgeted | 
He'll | 


Col 20th VieTo 


|jor film and theatre firms with 


e 6 9) steadily growing respect. 
| Added to the list of supporters 
| on @s ;are Reynolds Co: and Walston, 


| Hoffman & Goodwin, two of the 
| Columbia and 20th-. ox are both | financial district’s major broker- 
‘currently vying for screen rights to | 28¢ houses. : 

\the Broadway hit musical, “Gen-, In a market letter sent to clients 
tlemen Prefer Blondes.” Deals Yesterday (Tues.) Walston outfit 


‘are now pending, with both studios Commented that film issues finally 
|might be coming into their own 


| having offered $150,000 flat. : 
ving a $ after trailing the rest of the mar- 
ket for some time. 


| Before either can take the prop- 
erty, however, Paramount will have | ha ; , 

10 days to meet their terms. It Firm had special mention for 
will also get 1624% of the receipts | Columbia Pictures and Universal 
for the screen rights, since it owns Which were given a “speculative 








‘the original non-musical version | T¢COommendation.” Also cited was 
‘of the Anita Loos comedy, which (Continued on page 20) 

| it picturized in 1928. } ; 

| Unless 20th accedes to demands Nick Schenck to Florida 

_of producers Herman Levin and Nicholas M. Schenck, president 
| Oliver Smith on release date of | of Loew’s, left New York last week- 
the film, Col is likely to be given end for a Miami vacation. He'll be 
the nod. Harry Cohn, Col prez, | back at his post next month. 

has agreed that release will not be! Sales chief William F. Rodgers 
bid called for distribution by the | other two weeks. Following his re- 
fall of 1952. Levin and Smith are turn to New York, Rodgers will 


holding off the tentative closing hold a Metro sales session and then 
(Continued on page 12) | leave for the Coast. 


_ National Boxoffice Survey 











Despite Storms, Biz Holds Up; ‘At War’ Again) 


| Champ, ‘Born,’ ‘Pacific’ Take Second, Third 


Many key cities had another, are the two runner-up pix for the 
| batch of snowstorms and extreme | week. 

cold weather to battle this session = New entries shape uneven, with 
but reports from VARIETY corre-| two favorable and as many shap- 
spondents in representative key | jing as dpubtful winners. “Toma- 
cities indicate biz held up very hawk” (U) is good in Chicago, big 
well in numerous localities. Wild-|jn San Francisco and smash in 
cat railroad ‘switchmen’s _ strike, | Philly. “Call Me Mister” (20th) 
which Crippled production and laid jooks terrific on preem date at 
off many, also was an unfavorable |N. y, Roxy but, of course, is get- 
eed Lee all this, trade con-| ting a great boost from Danny 
tinued high. 


again out in front to cop No. 1, but mild in Cleveland and fair in 
position for second’ successive |N. Y., indicating this pic will need 
week. Martin-Lewis comedy gross plenty of selling. “Company She 
‘total from 16 playdates reported Keeps” (RKO) looms light on its 
by VARIETY reps was Over $350,000. two dates this round. 

Showing was made despite its be- | 


|ing on holdover or extended run troit, is so-so in Providence. 


, in many localities. | |“Bitter Rice” (Indie) is sturdy to 
Born Yesterday” (Col) was sec- stout in two spots but only okay 


ond for second session in a rowW.|in some three or four others, ali. 


“Operation Pacific’ (WB) moved small arty houses. “Frenchie” (U), 


up from sixth slot to take over which comes into N. Y. Criterion | 


third place. “Kim” (M-G) is hold- | this round, is big in Seattle and 
ing tight, again being fourth. ‘okay in Toronto. “Joan of Arc” 
“Halls .of Montezuma” (20th), (RKO) shapes solid on pop-price 
‘which accounted for its biggest run in Seattle. “Dallas” (WB) is 
strength — = ne oe lusty in Toronto. 
money while “Harvey” (U) wound; «jA.,:; ‘ ” 
up sixth as against fifth the Ir so en me 
vious week. “Cyrano” (UA), “Steel Women” (EL) 7 
Helmet” (Lip) and. “Mudlark” shapes sock in Omalta 


(Rep) is 


in Buffalo, 


(20th) round out the Big Nine list 
| (Complete Baoxoffice Reports on 
een tae ages 89) 


in that order. “Vendetta” (RKO) 
jand “Magnificent Yankee” (M-G) 


Sid 7+ n* 


before the middle of 1953. 20th’s|is continuing his Florida stay an- | 


| Kaye heading stageshow. ‘‘Septem- | 
“At War With Army” (Par) is| ber Affair’ (Par) is sock in Frisco | 


“Korea Patrol” (EL), mild in De- | 


“Prehistgric | 


| But Moscow Continues 
Swiping U.S.-Owned Pix 


Washington, Feb. 6. 

For the third time in recent 
| weeks, the Motion Picture Assn. of 
| America has asked the State De- 
partment to protest Russian pirat- 
|ing of a U. S. feature. Latest pic 
/swiped by the commies is “The 
Crowd Roars,” the Metro prizefight 
story filmed in 1938 with Robert 
| Taylor. It is being shown in Mos- 
|cow under the title, “The Eighth 
| Round.” 

MPAA has charged that the pic 
is not only being run without per- 
mission of, nor payment to, Metro, 
but that it is a distorted version 

(Continued on page 20) 
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‘Harvey’ Nabs Jan. B.0. Sweepstakes, 
2d, Bing- Music’ 3d 


‘Montezuma 





“Harvey” 
low sixth place all month, was win- | 
ner of the national boxoffice sweep- 
stakes in January, according to re- 
ports from VaRIeTy correspondents 
in 24 representative key cities. The 
legit comedy, with James Stewart 
starred in the’film version, finished 
first two weeks in a row and was 
fourth another session, winding up 
the month with an estimated $860.- 
O00 total gross. 

“Halls of Montezuma” (20th) 
with one first place, wound up sec 


ond for the month Some of fhe 
holdover playdates did not measure 
up comparatively with the frst 
weeks, but high-ranking two other 
weeks, plus more than $770,000 
coin gross total, held it near the 
top 


“Mr. Music” (Par) finished third, 


shaping up to the potential indi- 
cated in the final week otf Decem- 
ber. Bing Crosbv starrer was sec- 
ond. third and then seventh during 
January. Fourth money went to 
“iim” (M-G Phe Rudvard Kip- 
ling story did not quite shape up 
to the big grossing category indi- 
cated by its run at the N. Y. Music 
Hall. 

“Dallas” (WB) took fifth money 
for the month, with “Branded” 
(Par) a sturdy sixth. “Pagan Love 
Songs” (M-G). of which much had 
been expected. was seventh, while 
“For Heaven’s Sake” (20th) Was 


considerably weaker in eighth spot 
“Vendetta” (RKO) managed to take 
over ninth position. with “Grounds 
for Marriage” ‘M-G) rounding out 
the Big 10 list in last place. 
Runnerup films were ‘Frenchie’ 
(U), “King Solomon's Mines” 
G). “Never Dull Moment” (RKO) 
and “Mudlark” (20th). Showing by 
“Mines” was all the more remark- 
‘Continued on page 61) 
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Korda Closes Distrib 
Deal for 12 Monogram 
Pix, Levey’s ‘Fabiola’ 


Having terminated its arrange- 
ment for releasing Republic films 
in England, Sir Alexander Korda’s | 
British Lion distributing outfit is 
reaching out to obtain other U. S. 
and foreign product. It has closed 
a deal for 12 westerns with Mono- 
gram and has acquired rights from | 
Jules Levey for the Italian-made | 
“Fabiola.” 

Product is used mostly by BL | 
to fill in double bills, the same dis- 
trib in England normally providing 
both ends of duallers. 
30 pix a year for this purpose from 
Republic under the arrangement 
on which the two distribs called 
quits at the end of last year. 

The Mono oaters are the Whip 
Wilson-Andy Clyde series. The 
“Fabiola” deal was made with Levy 
since he owns all English-speaking 
rights. He was recently in Eng- 
land to set the final pact, follow- 
ing preliminary negotiations in this 





country with Morris’ Helprin, 
Korda’s rep here. 

Helprin is currently on the 
prowl for more product for BL 
release. 





Wanger Testifies In 


Mich. Anti-Trust Suit 


Detroit, Feb. 6. 

Deposition was given by pro- 
ducer Walter Wanger in the anti- 
trust suit instituted by the Society 
of Independent Motion Picture 
Producers against United Detroit 
Theatres and Cooperative Theatres 
of Michigan. 

Although the action was filed 
close to two years ago, activity in 
the case has been Jimited so far 
to the depositions of indie pro- 
ducers. 


JDA Names Robbins 


Herman Robbins, prez of Nation- 
al Screen Service, last week was 
named chairman of the Amuse- 
ments Division of the Joint De- 
fense Appeal campaign in greater 
New York. 


man of the JDA Campaign Cabinet. 


As chairman of the division, Rob- | 
bins will mobilize support for the 


drive throughout the entertainment 
industry. 
arm of the American Jewish Com- 
mittee and the Anti-Defamation 
League of B'nai B’rith. Half the 
nationwide $6,000.000 goal will be 
sought in New York. 


‘U), never dipping be-+ 


It got about , 


His appointment was | 
disclosed by Harry Brandt, chair- | 


JDA is the fund-raising | 


Lissim to Hdtr. in N. Y. 


Wladimir Lissim, former RKO 
European chief and currently Con- 
tinental manager for Sir Alexander 
Korda’s British Lion, is, switching 
to Latin American distribution top- 
per for BL and Korda _ product. 
He'll headquarter in the producer’s 


New York offices. 
No Korda or BL films have been 
distributed in Latin America tor 


more than 10 years. Lissim is due 
in the U. S. to take over the chore 
Feb. 21. 





Exceptional BO. 
Hits in Japan All 
Yank or British 


Average Nipponese-made pic 
grosses more than twice its Holly- 
wood counterpart in Japan, but all 
the exceptional b.o. hits there are 
either U.S.— or British-produced. 
That was disclosed by Morris Hel- 
prin, American rep for Sir Alex- 
ander Korda, following his return 
last week from a month's trip to 
Tokvo. 

“Red Shoes” the top-grosser 
in Japan currently ‘by a big mar- 
gin and may well prove the all- 
time champ, Helprin reported. It 
has taken in almost 85,000,000 yen 
(about $280,000) in distributor's 
gross and is calculated to wind up 
with approximately 125.000,000 yen 
($417,000), Korda rep said. 


The average domestic pic grosses 


iS 


/about 40,000,000 ven ($125,000) and | 


thie average Hollywood 
about 16,000,000 ven ‘about $50,- 
000), according to Helprin. The 
high in film rentals for Nippon pix 
is about 75,000,000 ven and their 
production cost runs about 28,- 
(Continued on page 20) 


$5,000,000 Sought By 


Schumann Heirs For 
Metro’s Biog Picture 


Charging Metro produced and 
exhibited a picture based on the 
life of Robert Schumann without 
their consent, four heirs of the late 
composer have filed suit in N. Y. 
supreme court against Loew’s, Inc., 
.Metro’s parent company. More than 
$5,000,060 damages are sought in 
56 causes of action. These relate 
.to every state in the union as well 
as Alaska, Hawaii and other coun- 
tries of the world where the film 
was screened. 

Plaintiffs in the action are Rob- 
ert, Clare and Walter Schumann as 
well as Marie Persunius, all of 
whom allegedly are the composer’s 
grandchildren. Object of their 
| legal displeasure is the 1947 Metro 
irelease, “Song of Love,” which 
{shows Schumann died of a mental 
disease. Paul Henreid played the 
‘title role in the pic, while Kath- 
-arine Hepburn was his wife. Clar- 
ence Brown produced. 

' Suit came to light last week 
when Loew’s moved to dismiss the 
complaint. Justice Aron Steuer 
declined to toss out the action, but 
ordered the plaintiffs to submit an 
amended complaint before March 
11. The rambling nature of the alle- 
‘gations, the court ruled, “virtually 
defeats an answer.” Jurist also 
pointed out that the complaint fails 
to state whether damages are 
sought for libel or an invasion of 
| privacy. 

“There is no complaint of the 
accuracy of these ‘the mental ill- 
ness sequences),” Justice Steuer 
noted in his opinion, “or any other 
incidents ip the picture, or that 
Schumann was portrayed in an un- 
favorable light. The grievance of 
the action is that the composer’s 
affliction was previously known to 
few and is now known to many.” 


product 








Exhibs Fight Sunday Baseball 
Minneapolis, Feb. 6. 
North Central Allied is fighting 
aebill in the North Dakota Jegisla- 
ture to legalize Sunday baseball. 
Theatres, now permitted to oper- 
- on Sunday, fear the competi- 
' ion, 
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b] e 
- . January’s Big 10 
1. “Harvey” -(U). 
2. “Halls Montezuma” (26th). 
3. “Mr. Music” (Par). 
4. “Kim” (M-G). 
5. “Dallas” (WB). 
6. “Branded” (Par). 
| 7. “Pagan Love Song” ‘(M-G). 
8. “Heaven’s Sake” (20th), 
9. “Vendetta” (RKO). 
10. “Grounds Marriage” (M-G). 








Theatre Closure 


Asked When Air 
~ Attack Imminent 


Washington, Feb. 6 

Civil 
‘asked film theatres yesterday ‘(Mon- 
day) to shut down at a time of 
imminent air raid. CDA at same 
time asserted that picture houses 
have a definite part to play in the 
civil defense program. 

The CDA position, requested by 
Council of Motion Picture Organl- 
zations, was declared to be as fol- 
lows: 


“Motion picture theatres have a 


definite part to play in the civil 
defense effort. During off hours, 
such as Saturday mornings, they 
can offer their facilities to local 


civil defense officials for training, | 


films, orientation classes and other 


meetings concerned with the over- |! 


all program. Local civil defense 
directors would welcome such evi- 
dence of a desire to cooperate. 
“The Civil Defense Administra- 
tion has not recommended that ex- 
hibitors close their doors during 
periods of emergency. 
in general, it is not recommended 
that the public gather in large 
numbers in any area of buildings 
when an enemy attack is believed 
possible within a matter of hours. 
“Theatres, although thev have 
the advantage of being window- 
less, generally offer no_ special 
protective features against enemy 
attack. Theatres surviving an at- 
tack would be useful for registra- 
,tion of the homeless and for sim- 
|ilar purposes. It is believed that 
ithe sense of public responsibility 
| exhibited by the entertainment in- 
| dustry in the past will suggest that 
operators of amusement. enter- 
prises offer their facilities to local 
~~ defense directors without de- 
ay.” 
, 4a 


| 


ELC, Rank End 


Releasing Pact 


Eagle Lion Classics and J. Ar- 
,thur Rank yesterday ‘Tues.) ter- 
'minated their mutual releasing con- 
tract. Pact was not due to expire 
‘until the end of this year. 








ing the reciprocity arrangement un- 
der which ELC distributed some 
,Rank pix in the western hemi- 
/sphere and Rank handled the ELC 
product in the eastern hemisphere. 

Both sides will continue to dis- 
tribute the films already delivered 
under the agreement. Consequently 
ELC will not find it necessary to 
immediately align-itself with a new 
| distrib to replace Rank. 

Top Rank product will continue 
\through Universal in the U. S. 
It's figured the films which other- 
wise would go through ELC will 
now be handled by indie distribs. 


Bd. Reelects All AMPP 


Officers; Johnston Prez 


Hollywood, Feb. 6. 

Annual meeting of the board of 
| directors of the Association of Mo- 
‘tion Picture Producers, Inc., yes- 
|terday (Monday) resulted in re- 
, election of all incumbent efficers. 
| Those who continue in office are 
_ Eric Johnston, president; Y. Frank 
| Freeman, board chairman; Louis 
K. Sidney, v.p.; B. B. Kahane, v.p.; 
| Charles S. Boren, v.p. in charge 
| of industrial relations; and James 
S. Howie, secretary-treasurer. 

Board of Central Casting Corp. 
| also met yesterday to reelect all 
| officers, They are: Freeman, presi- 
| dent; Fred S. Meyer, veepee and 
| board chairman; Howard R. Phil- 
' brick, exec v.p.; and Howie, secre- 
| tary-treasurer, 








Defense Administration | 


However, | 


year. 


tion with Fred Finklehoffe, and 





| ves semerens SS 
It also gets a 35° distribution 
the picture only cost them about 
| played its first date. 
course, with the tremendous b.o. 
Canadian gross of $3,000,000 or 
on that basis will be upwards of 


“Trio” was bought outright by Par for the U: S. 


pany paid £100,000 for it out of 


the J. Arthur Rank headquarters. 

Par’s deal for “Army” provided for an advance to Greshler and 
Finklehoffe of $800,000 on acceptance of the negative. 
it gets one-third of the profits after recoupment of the advance and 
costs of prints, advertising, distribution and miscellaneous charges. 


2 ee 


2 Indie Pix Hypo Par 


Pair of indie-produced pix, both acquired after they were com- 
pleted, are going to give a hefty hypo to Paramount profits this 
They are “At War With the Army,” Dean Martin-Jerry 
Lewis starrer, which was produced by Abby Greshler in associa- 


“Trio,” a British production from 
Both pix are doing top biz. 


In return 


fee for releasing the film. Dea] 


looked particularly good to the producers when Par made it, since 


$450,000. Thus they were able to 


pay off all their loans and stow away a neat profit before “Army” 
Deal appears less advantageous now. of 


presenting the prospect of a U. S- 
better. Par’s share of the profit 
$500,000. 

market. Com- 
frozen coin, of course. That would 


be $280,000 at the official rate of exchange, $2.80, which is some- 
what more than distribs are ordinarily able to realize on blocked 


pounds. 


mercial theatres. 


The Rank film is being teed off in art houses, with Par 
watching carefully for opportunities to get it into regular com- 
It's thus been 


able to line up 11 key engage- 


ments in Philly by taking advantage of a week when no top pix 
were coming off the Warner Bros. circuit for the subsequents 


Similar bookings have been obt 


ained in Chicago. 
engagements played so far, “Trio” has grossed $168,000. 


With only 18 


Onl\ 


expenditure against that, aside from normal distribution, was about 


$30,000 in advertising. 








Production-Release Policy Geared 





Rubine to Memphis 


| Irving Rubine, vicepresident of 
Stillman Productions, has left New 
York for Memphis for the opening 
Friday (9) of the unit’s “Sound of 
Fury” at the Regent theatre. 

He'll follow this with a trip to 
San Francisco for the pic's preem 
in that city and will be back in 
N. Y. late this month. 
Boston last week for 
there, 


Bidding Vs. Each 


Other on Spain 


“Out, Yanks Agree 


| As a means of coping with the 
' distasteful procedures involved in 
| distributing pix in Spain, U. S. film 
'companies have agreed to refrain 
| from bidding against each other for 
| film licenses in that country. Ac- 
, tion was taken last week in a meet- 
ing with Stanton Griffis, recently 
appointed U. S. ambassador to 
Spain. 

Practice has been for the Span- 
ish government to allocate a cer- 
tain number of distribution licenses 
,to its own local producers. They 
in turn have been selling them to 
the Americans, who have bid the 


the preem 








Both sides were in favor of end- | price up to as much as $20,000 per | 


} pic. 


t 


Market’s revenue yield hardly 
warrants such a price. 

Last week’s decision means there 
/will be no more such vying for a 
\license. Instead, it’s Onderstood, a 
‘formula will be established deter- 
mining a periodic allocation of per- 
mits for each company. 





N. Y. to L. A. 
Tallulah Bankhead 
Maurice Evans 
Dave Kapp 
Jerry Lewis 
Dean Martin 
Robert Newton 
Don Prince 
Milton Rackmil 
Harry Stern 
Lou Walters 


N. Y. to Europe 
Alfred de Liagre, Jr, 
Ivor Novello 
Charles P. Skouras 
Spyros P. Skouras 
Julie Wilson 


Europe to N. Y. 
Pietro Bullio 
Sarah Churchill 
A. A. Collins 
Russell Collins 
Walter Crisham 
Suzanne Danco 
Elisabeth Deval 
Gait Kubik 
Jack Payne 

Billy Wilder 
| Robert S. Wolff 





He was in, 


To B.0. Set by Par in N.Y. Meet 


+ 


While having announced its prod- 
uct position as best in the firm's 
history, Paramount has adopted a 
policy of caution regarding future 
production and releasing skeds. 

Gist of the plan is to await de- 


velopments in business conditions 
before charting too specific a 
course. However, improvement has 
been spotted and if this continues 
to any marked degree Par will in- 
crease its releases from the cur- 
rent two per month to five every 
two months. 

Tied in with this, of course, is 
| whether to keep production at the 
same pace with distribution of pix 
or to cut in on the backlog. Out- 
fit now has 23 films awaiting re- 
lease or in editing stages. 


Such accumulation of product 
can be econonically detrimental, 
‘of course, if a recession develops. 
Thus the lensing policy for the fu- 
ture will be flexible, attuned to the 
ups and downs in trade operations 
from month to month. 

Example of the difficulties of a 
heavy backlog of top-budgeters is 
shown in the case of “Carrie,” 
‘which co-stars Laurence Olivier 
‘and Jennifer Jones. This was com- 
pleted last November but cannot 
;be placed on the release lineup 
until next year. 


Announcement of the _ robust 
product position was made by 
prexy Barney Balaban following 
| (Continued on page 18) 


| 


_ Montague Donates Stock 
Washington, Feb. 6. 
Report from the Securities and 
, Exchange Commission discloses Co- 
jlumbia sales chief Abe Montague 
| gave away 600 of his 7,277 shares of 
‘Col common. He also owns wal- 
rants for 10,426 shares. 


| Also reported was the sale of 
|525 shares of Universal common 
stock by board member John G. 
|Eidell, board member. He now 
owns 6,475 shares. 


L. A. to N. Y. 
Eve Arden 
Mary Baker 
Bonzo 
Joseph I. Breen 
Helena Carter 
Richard Derr 
William Dozter 
George Gale 
Cedric Gibbons 
L. Wolfe Gilbert 
Justin Gilbert 
Milton Graff 
Richard Greene 
Abner Greshler 
Irene Hervey 
Allan Jones 
Otto Lang 
Diana Lynn 
Dick Moore 
Jane Pickens 
Harry Popkin 
Dick Powell 
Herbert Silverberg 
Paula Stone 
Preston Sturges 
H. B. Warner 
J. Arthur Warner 
Jerome Weidman 


| 
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ALLIED, TOA TIE 


Booking Shakeup Seen in N. Y. 
With RKO, Loew's Greater Rivalry 


Shakeup of booking procedures ¢— 


in the entire metropolitan N. Y. 


area became more obvious this 


{ 
| 


week with further evidence that | 


the RKO_and Loew’s chains, prin- 


| 
| 
| 


cipal outlets in the territory, are | 


vying for each other’s traditional 
product sources. 

First break came about a month 
ago when Warner Bros. licensed 
three pictures to the Loew’s cir- 
cuit, ‘although 
WB account. 

Further pointing up the signifi- 
cance of the shift was the fact that 
the films represented three of the 
best on the distrib’s lineup. Sold 
to Loew's were “Breakthrough,” 
“West Point Story” and ‘“‘Glass Me- 
nagerie.” / 

This was 
WB major 


followed by another 
booking with Loew’s 


RKO had been a) 


j 
} 


which further emphasizes that the) 


change is not temporary. WB's) 
“The Enforcer” now is current at 
the first run Capitol and figures | 


to play the entire Loew’s circuit. 

Over the years the RKO chain 
has been taking the product of 
RKO Radio, 20th-Fox, and WB. 


Loew's was the outlet for Metro, | 


Paramount, United Artists and Co- 
lumbia. Universal pix more or less 
were divided. 

However, both chains and the 
distribs have vigorously denied the 
existence of any agreement on 
product splits. It’s said the book- 
ings, through the years, fell into a 








Eisenhower Pic Gets 


WB Euro istrib. 

pe D st ib | America for merger of the two ex- 
| hib organizations, trade observers 
‘view such a move highly unlikely 


Warner Bros. is handling Euro- 
pean distribution of “General 
Eisenhower,” one-reeler prepared | 
by State Department. Short sub- 
ject is being furnished gratis to 
theatres. No plans to show picture 
in U. S. have been set. 

Film starts over Associated Brit- 
ish circuit in mid-February, and! 


about same time in England. 





| 
| 
| 


RKO Hinges Its 


| 


Output, Financing: 
On W-K Quantity 


Hollywood, Feb. 
Importance of the Jerry Wald- 
Norman Krasna production unit at 
RKO was further emphasized this 


| week with the disclosure that the 
| studio’s entire production schedule 


pattern but this was in the absence | 


of any conspiracy. 

Following the WB deal with 
Loew's, the circuits are now said 
to be reaching out beyond the com- 
panies they usually do business 
with. While the rivalry could hard- 

(Continued on page 20) 


MPAA Grooms New Aide 
To Succeed Bryson As 





/one year. 


| 
| 
| 


| 


| same banks, turns out 12 pix in its 


and financing is directly hinged on 
the W-K output. 

Firm’s new deal with Bankers 
Trust, N. Y., and Mellon National , 
Bank, Pittsburgh, provides for | 
credit on an unlimited basis for 
However, number of 
pix turned out by W-K determines 
the number which RKO will make 
otherwise and thus the quantity of | 
coin which the studio will require. | 

Thus, if the W-K unit, which is/! 
being separately financed by the | 


} 


first year, as planned, and RKO 
feels it needs a total of 30, the) 
banks will provide the studio loans 
for the balance of 18. 

Wald-Krasna plans, as originally 
announced, were for 12 films in the 


Legislative Rep, Lobbyist first year, but actually allowed 18 


Washington, Feb. 6. 
New “special assistant” to the 


president of the Motion Picture As- | 


sociation of America was named on 
Saturday (4). He's Cecil B. Dick- 
son, former D. C. newsman, who 
has been Coordinator of Informa- 
tion for the House of Representa- 
tives for the past two years. Dick- 
son, who went to work for MPAA 
yesterday (Monday), i. 52. 

He is apparently being groomed 
to succeed Jack Bryson as MPAA 
legislative rep and lobbyist when 
the veteran Bryson decides to hang 
up his running shoes. Dickson will 
also be worked in to dea! with the 
various government agencies and 
department’. He was selected for 


\ 


months for delivery of this initial 
dozen. Numerous delays make it 
apparent that such an output may 

(Continued on page 12) 


New Lopert Distrib — 
To Send Out Its Ist 
Pictures About April 


Recently-organized Lopert Film 





, Distributing Corp. will send its ini- 


the post by Joyce O'Hara, acting , 


head of the association during Eric 
Johnston’s leave of absence. 
As House Coordinator of Infor- 


mation, Dickson has built up a wide | 
list of friends among the Repre- | 


sentatives. He is a Texas Demo- 
crat and longtime personal friend 


ot Sam Rayburn, Speaker of the. 


House. He has 


worked for AP,. 


INS, King Features and Chicago) 


Sun, and was formerly Washington 


tial films into release about April, 
sales chief Sidney G. Deneau said 
this week. Three pix will hit about 
that time, with the possibility there 
may be a few pre-release engage- 
ments before then, the former Selz- 
nick distribution topper disclosed. 
Films are “Tales of Hoffman,” a 
Technicolor followup to ‘Red 
Shoes” by the same producers, Mi- 
chael Powell and Emeric Press- 
burger; “Odette,” produced by 
Herbert Wilcox and starring Anna 
Neagle, and “The Wooden Horse.” 
They're all British, made unde: the 
banner of Sir Alexander Korda. 
Korda is a partner in the Lopert 
outfit. Others are Ilya Lopert, who 





bureau chief for the Gannett chain actively heads it, and Robert W. 


of newspapers. 


ELECT ARTHUR ISRAEL 
PARAMOUNT ASST. SEC. 


Duties and responsibilities are 
piling up for Arthur Israel at the 
Paramount homeoffice. He’s been 





elected assistant secretary of the | 


corporation. 


| Dowling, prez of City Investing Co., 





In addition to this, Israel func- 


tions as exec assistant to president 
Barney Balaban and handles labor 
affairs for the firm. Latter job had 
been handled by Pat Scollard, who 


resigned last summer and subse-. 


quently joined United Artists as 
exec v.p. 

Israel joined the Par legal de- 
partment in 1928, following private 
law practice, He later became as- 
Sistant to general counsel! Austin 
Keough and = subsequently was 


named Balaban’s aide. 


N. Y., theatre and real estate op- 


erators. 

Print of “Tales of Hoffman,” bal- 
let pic starring Moira Shearer, is 
expected in the U. S. in about two 
weeks. Outfit is focusing principal- 
ly on this, hoping to duplicate “Red 
Shoes” grosses. | 


Skourases to Zurich 


Spyros Skouras, president of | 
20th-Fox, aired last night .(Tues- 
day) to Switzerland. His brother, 
Charles, president of National The- 
atres, hopped over Sunday night. 

The Skourases, with other 20th. 
executives, are reported to be 
ready to wrap up final details for 
acquiring American rights to new 
theatre TV equipment developed 
by U. of Zurich. Already in 
Switzerland are 20th execs Wil- 
liam Michel, Earle Sponablé and 
Otto Koegel. \ 








GROUP LEADERS 
SEE STALEMATE 


Although there’s some sympathy 
among local units of Allied States 
Assn. and Theatre 


|for a long time to come. No possi- 
| bility at all is seen while the pres- 
| ent strong personalities continue in 
| positions of leadership in both or- 


ganizations. 
Discussions on potentialities of a 


a resolution favoring a meld was 


| adopted recently by Michigan Al- 


lied. 


That theatreowners throughout | 


the country might come eventually 
to the point of being represented 
by a single association is not 
thought unreasonable. However, it 
will certainly have to wait until 
some of the “strong men” who cur- 
rently shape the destinies of TOA 
and Allied have passed from the 
picture. 

Much will also depend on the 


| way the film industry itself shapes 


up. One important point, of course, 
will be how effective present di- 


vorcement and divestiture proceed- | 


ings against the major. chains 
prove. 
With divorcement a fact for 


two companies, agreed upon for a 
third and being negotiated for the 
other two, complete physical sep- 


(Continued on page 16) — 


See Tradeshows 
On Way Out in 51 


Exhibitor trade screenings will 





pass into limbo du.ing 1951, except | 


on very important pictures. Trade- 
shows no longer are required by 
law. Distribs were relieved of this 
obligation in the final court deci- 
sions of the Government’s antitrust 
case. But that isn’t why the com- 
panies are slowly discarding the 
screenings; the real reason is that 
exhibitors won't attend them. 

Even on important pictures, pro- 
cedure will not be the same as 
practiced under the N. Y. consent 
decree, when tradeshows’ were 
mandatory. Distribution toppers 
say that showings, principally, will 
be for invited audiences in key 
cities, with exhibs being asked to 
attend. 
purpose of letting exhib decide 
whether he wants to buy or reject 
screened product ill pass into his- 
tory by year's end. 

In some cases where exhibs have 

(Continued on page 16) 


COMPO Promises to Take Full Effect 
In April When Bd. Ratifies Charter 


Council of Motion Picture Organ- 
izations figures to come into being 


-as an all-industry outfit, in effect 


as well as name, shortly after mid- 


April, when a full-fledged board 


meeting will be called for the pur- 


pose of ratifying the group’s new 


charter, which entitles exhib asso- 
ciations to greater voting power. 
COMPO president Ned E. De- 
pinet and exec. v.p. Arthur L. 
Mayer plan to call the session fol- 
lowing formal approval of the new 
bylaws by units of Theatre Owners 
of America and Allied States Assn. 
Actually, formal cffirmative vote 
also is required by other constitu- 
ent groups but since none but TOA 


‘and Allied had any objections to 
‘the new setup this is regarded as a 


foregone conclusion. 

Major problem initially involved 
only the units of the two national 
exhib orgs. All now appear in 
agreement with the newly estab- 


lished COMPO makeup. Thus, the | 


overall ratification is considered a 
strong likelihood. 

TOA board meets April 4-6 at 
the Mayflower hotel, Washington, 


HIGHLY UNL 


Owners of ! 


Straight tradeshows for 





INELY’ 


Arbitration Seen Hinging on Allied 
Okay Next Week; Commerce Dept. 
May Sponsor Exploratory Meeting 


+ Future of arbitration of trade 
disputes in the film industry prob- 


Burnett, Cullen Get New ably hangs on the sessions of the 
Allied States Assn. board in Wash- 


Duties in Loew Shifts ington next week. If the subject is 


Realignments in some of Loew's | permitted to come up for discus- 
theatre divisions were announced sion there, it is thought by insiders, 
|Monday (5) by Joseph R. Vogel, there’s a very good chance of arbi- 
vice prexy. Southern cities were tration becoming a reality in a 
































split weeks oe heel tet wat head- relatively short time. 
‘quartering in Columbus, and Mike , If, however, the matter for one 
Cullen, working out of St. Louis. reason or another does not get on 

Hereafter, Burnett will have the Allied board’s agenda for the 
charge of Pittsburgh, Columbus, Feb, 15-16 meetings it is believed 
Dayton, Indianapolis, Louisville highly unlikely that arbitration is 
and Evansville, Cullen will handle % possibility before another year 
Kansas City, Houston, New Or- jis up. The large portion of the 
leans, Nashville, Memphis and At- industry that has signified its de- 
Janta. Frank Murphy has been sire for mediation is thus focussing 
handed Akron, Canton and Toledo. on the outcome of the Allied hud- 
in addition to Cleveland. Other di- dles. 
visions remain unchanged. Should the exhib association 
, board authorize exploratory talks 

. e (On arbitration, it is understood 

Popkin Huddling | likely that U. S. Secretary of Coin- 

merce Charles Sawyer will call a 

| | meeting in Washington of interest- 

| e |ed industry groups. Sawye. has 

W th Att |made known that his department 

| l omeys is willing to he the sponsoring 

| agency to establish arbitration set- 
© ups in any industry. 

On His UA Row Such sponsorship would solve 

one of the great problems connect- 

ed with film mediation—thai is, 

Producer Harry Popkin and his. putting it on a neutral basis. Fact 
eastern representative, Edward that Allied’s rival organization in 
Peskay, went into a series of hud- the national exhib field, Theatre 
dles with N. Y. lawyers this week Owners of America, was sponsor of 
to decide on a specific course of the arbitration meeting in New 
'action in their row with United. York in December is believed to 
Artists. have been one of the factors which 

While earlier Popkin threatened kept Allied away. 
court proceedings aimed to re- jl the major companies except 
strain the distrib from releasing United Artists were represented at 
his “Second Woman,” it’s now in- the New York confab by their pres- 
dicated more drastic measures are ep ; 
being considered. (Continued on page 20) 

Popkin has fears his pix may 
not receive proper distrib atten- ° ° 
| tion because of UA corporate un- RKO Seeks Injunction 
certainties, Meetings with the at- ’ . 
torneys are to determine how to Vs. ELC ‘ Bogeaus Pic 
prevent > | “product dissipation,” ' A Ti | 
it was said. 

Strategy adopted is first to make Due to Outlaw it e 
some determination of whether’ RKO filed an injunction suit in 
UA actually is insolvent. If this N. Y. federal court yesterday 
is found to be so, Popkin report- (Tuesday) against Eagle Lion Class- 
edly will endeavor to force the ics, seeking to halt the defendant 
distrib into receivership with man- from using the title, “My Brother, 
agement placed in new hands. the Outlaw,” on a Mickey Rooney 

Also part of the producer’s plan starrer, which Benedict Bogeaus 
is an action enjoining the company produced. Action charges that ELC 
from releasing his films until the intends to “capitalize and trade on 
entire matter is clarified. the reputation and goodwill” of 

While UA obviously is faced with RKO’s film, “The Outlaw.” 

a severe product shortage, it's Jane Russell starrer, RKO dis- 

known, however, the firm has been ‘¢joses in its complaint, was pur- 

meeting all its financial obligations ohased by the company from pro- 

consistently. ducer Howard Hughes in 1950 after 
the firm distributed the film the 
previous year. Acquisition of the 
pic included worldwide rights to 
the title, prints, story, etc. Papers 
also reveal that RKO has spent 
$500,000 since December, 1949, in 
advertising and ballying the fea- 
ture, 

If ELC distributes “My Brother, 
to endorse COMPO. Allied board the Outlaw” under its present tag, 
meets Feb. 15-16, also in Washing- the complaint alleges, RKO will 
ton, for the same purpose. suffer “irreparable damages.” 

Meanwhile, state units of TOA Hughes-controlled outfit notes that 
have been holding individual meet- “The Outlaw” has had 6,900 play- 
ings for decisions on the COMPO dates in the U. S. and Canada and 
matter. Five such sessions took the company is planning to reissue 
place in the past week and all, as the film. It's also claimed that the 
expected, voted affirmatively. label on the ELC pic would tend to 
These were Texas Theatres Own- “deceive” the public into thinking 
ers, New Mexico Theatre Assn., it is seeing an “Outlaw” sequel. 
Independent Theatre Owners of a , 
Arkansas, Mississippi Theatre Own- 

_ers Assn. and Tennessee Theatre STUDIOS SLOW DOWN 
/; Owners Assn. | 
Eight Vote for COMPO 

Earlier, ratifications were voted | AS TAX TIME NEARS 
by New Jersey Chapter of TOA, | Hollywood, Feb. 6. 
Theatre Owners of Oklahoma and Only 13 pictures are scheduled 
Motion Picture Theatre Ow v's of to start on the major lots between 
'Connecticut. Total of eight having now and March 5. Reason is the 
voted in COMPO’s favor leaves a annual tax bite taken by the State 
balance of 20 TOA groups yet to of California at this time of year. 
take formal action. However, that Levy is assessed on all film nega- 
the remaining units will do so with- tives or pictures in production at 
in the next few weeks is expected. this time. 

Leaders of the various groups, One producer, postponing work 
‘some of whom have objected to on his film, decl:rec. a mid-Febru- 
j COMPO in the past, all now appear ary start would cost him approxi- 

(Continued on page 18) | mately $20,000 in state taxes. 
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Royal Wedding 
(MUSICAL—COLOR) 
Hollywood, Feb. 2. 


Metro release of Arthur Freed pro- 
duction. Stars Fred Astaire, Jane Powell, 
Peter Lawford, Sarah Churchill, Keenan 
Wynn; features Albert Shar Directed 
by Stanley Donen. Story and screenplay, 





Alan Jay Lerner; camera (Technicolor), 
Robert Planck; editor, Albert Akst; musi- | 
eal direction, Johnny Green; dances, Nick | 
Castle; orchestrations, Conrad Salinger, 
Skip Martin; songs, Burton Lane and Alan | 


Jay Lerner. Tradeshown Jan. 31, ‘51. | 
Running time, 93 MINS. a 
Tom Wsct cab <acenscids: Fred Astaire | 


ie wees ees aes Jane Powell 
err Peter Lawford 
Anne Ashmond... .... Sarah Churchill 
Irving and Edgar Klinger..Keenan Wynn 
James Ashmond...:.......Albert Sharpe 


Ellen Bowen 
Lord John Brindale 





This is an engaging concoction 
of songs and dances in a stand- 
ard musical framework, brightly 
dressed in color to show off its 
physical attributes. With names of 
Fred Astaire, Jane Powell. and 
others to light up the marquees and 
help the initial draw, “Royal Wed- 
ding” has promising boxoffice pros- 
pects for its playdates. 

Score uses up nine tunes to back 
the singing and terping, and two 
of the numbers are sock enough to 
almost carry the picture by them- | 
selves. They are Astaire’s solo! 
dance on a ceiling, upside-down, | 
and the teaming with Miss Powell | 
in a sort of Frankie-and-Johnny- | 
apache-hepcat presentation’ that 
will click with audiences. 

The ceiling stepping to the Bur- 
ton Lane-Allan Jay Lerner “You're 
All the World to Me” combines | 
technical magic and Astire’s foot 
wizardry into a potent novelty. 
“How Could You Believe Me” sets 
up the earthy Astaire-Powell de- 
livery of the other outstanding 
musical sequence. As a dance part- 
ner, Miss Powell serves very well; 
her pert cuteness making up for 
anything lacking in terping ability. 

Lerner did the story and script, 
as well as teaming with Lane on 
the nine tunes. Light plot sees As- 
taire and Miss Powell as a brother- 
sister team of Broadway musical 
stars. They go to London to open 
their show during the period when 
preparations are being made for 
the royal marriage. In between 
presentation of the musical num- 
bers, Astaire falls in love with 
Sarah Churchill, show hoofer, and 
Miss Powell catches the love bug 
from Peter Lawford, an English 
lord-romeo. 


Miniature Reviews 


“Royal Wedding” (Musical- 
Color) (M-G). Breezy, tinted 
musical with Fred Astaire, 
Jane Powell and promising 
b.o. outlook, 

“The Groom Wore Spurs” 
(Song) «U). Fairly amusing 
takeoff on film cowpokes. Gin- 
ger Rogers, Jack Carson and 
moderate prospects. 

“Vengeance Valley” (Color) 
(M-G), Burt Lancaster starred 
in western melodrama. Good 
b.o. outlook. 

“Cry Danger” (Song) (RKO). 
Suspenseful melodrama. Dick 
Powell, Rhonda Fleming and 
good prospects. 

“Lucky Nick Cain” (20th). 
George Raft and _ Coleen 
Gray in a counterfeiting mel- 


ler that’s stout supporting 
fare. 

“My Brother, the Outlaw” 
(ELC). Poor western with 


Mickey Rooney, Wanda Hen- 
drix; little b.o. possibilities. 

“Blackmailed” (GFD). 
Creaky British murder melo- 
drama of limited appeal. 

“Rough Riders of Durango” 
(Rep). Good Allan “Rocky” 
Lane sagebrusher for houses 
playing westerns. 

“Rhythm Inn” Musical) 
(Mono). Okay program musi- 
cal for lowercasing in general 
situations. 

“Spoilers of the Plains” 
(Songs) (Rep). Actionful Roy 
Rogers galloper, best of recent 
entries. 





— 





Spurs.” 
be as spotty as the entertainment, 
and its best chances will be in the 
more general situation and family 
trade spots, where this attempt at 
satire in taking off film cowpokes 
and femme lawyers should prove 
fairly acceptable escapist fare. 


Business seems likely to 


Independently made by Fidelity 


Pictures, film is being distributed 
through Universal and has some 
marquee value in the names of | 
Ginger Rogers and Jack Carson. | 
There 
chuckles to be found in the screen 


is a certain measure of 


Astaire has two solo spots in the @Mtics, but overall worth is not 


footage and demonstrates his 
rhythmic agility to the instrumen- 
tal “Sunday Jumps” in a shipboard 


solid. 
marred by unusually bad editing. 


Comedy value is further 


Carson, as a big cowboy film 


setting that has him using gym Star, is the direct opposite in per- 
props while dancing. He and Miss sonal life of all the things such 
Powell are together in the opener,| cowpokes are supposed to stand 


“Every Night at Seven,” again in for. 


He doesn’t like kids, fears 


“Open Your Eyes,” a ballroom stint horses, can’t sing or play the guitar 
that takes on a comedy flavor as it he ome 4 strums and, worst of 
a 


is done while the ship rolls and all, c 


ses dames. He loses $60,- 


plunges in a storm, and “I Left My 900 gambling in Las Vegas and 
Hat in Haiti,” a typical West In- calls in a lawyer to help him get 


dian musical froth. 
Miss Powell displays vocal prow- | 


ess on five of the songs and her top assigned to him. They junket to) 


out of the jam. 


Miss Rogers is the legal eagle 


solo is “The Happiest Day of My the Nevada gambling spot, Carson 


Life.” 


Late Now.” Final song is ‘What a 


street sequence. 


Also good is her chirping gives his lawyer a quick romantic 
of “Open Your Eyes” and “Too rush, they mar 
: tain a contrive 
Lovely Day for a Wedding,” with However, the bride takes up resi-| 
Keenan Wynn and a strolling cho- dence in the cowpoke’s Hollywood | 
rus wrapping it up in a London home to carry out the marital mas- | 
, querade, tipping that it won’t be 


and then separate 
marriage mixup. 


Stanley Donen’s direction keeps ,long before she turns him into a 


the footage breezing along pleas- | legitimate hero and a happy finale | 


antly and the players respond to clinch will result. 


his handling amusingly. Nick Cas- | 
tle’s dance staging is a major con-| 


tribution to the generally good en- 
tertainment values. Lending the 
two top stars expert assistance are 
Lawford, who keeps his English 
lord from being too supercilious; 
Miss Churchill, who puts some 
honest values into her chorus char- 
acter, and Keenan Wynn, 


plays the twin agents of the 


brother-sister team, a dual char- | 
Albert | 
British pub-keeper, also. 


acter good for chuckles. 
Sharpe, 
helps the fun. 

Arthur Freed gathered together 
topflight technical aides to put over 
the amusement. Robert Planck’s 
Technicolor lensing; Johnny 
Green’s musical direction and the 


orchestrations by Conrad Salinger | 


and Skip Martin; the special effects 
by Warren Newcombe and Albert 


Akst’s scissoring are among the. 


good contributions. Brog. 


The Groom Wore Spurs 
(SONG) 
Hollywood, Feb. 3. 


Universal release of Howard Welsch 
(Fidelity Pictures) production. Stars 
Ginger Rogers, Jack Carson; features 
Directed by Richard Whorf. Screenplay, 
Robert Carson, Robert Libott, Frank Burt; 
based on Collier’s mag story, “Legal 
Bride,” by Robert Carson; camera, Pev- 
erell Marley; editor, Otto Ludwig: music 
score, Emil Newman, Arthur Lance; song, 
Newman and Lecn Pober. Previewed Jan. 
30, ’51. Running time, 81 MINS. 
Abigail Furnival Ginger Rogers 


Se EE. 645466400000 6605 Jack Carson 
Be 8 46.6 0:6060046 08 Joan Davis | 
BERGE TAO 2. cccvcccecs Stanley Ridges 
EE A xb .c0neden yeas James Brown 
District Attorney ............ John Litel 
EE: ns eeesee «++.-Victor Sen Yung 
BE, WOEWOS occccccceses: Mira McKinney 
Sn. ; &15ebe60e6H00000% Gordon Nelson 
Bellboy .. George Meader | 


cep bb 00000660042 4405 ee eee 
Py}. ae Robert B. Williams 





Only mild comedy results are ob- 
tained in “The Groom, Wore 


who | 


The screenplay by Robert Car- 


son, Robert Libott and Frank Burt 
brings in a mystery phase by hav- 
ing a gambler bumped off and Car- 
son suspected. The lawyer frees 
him long enough for the pair to 


chase down the real killer and 
capture him in an airport sequence 
of careening planes and other wild 


slapstick right out of the Mack | 


Sennett book. ° 


The two stars acceptably put 
over their assignments under Rich- 
ard Whorf’s direction. Joan Davis 
has little more to do than offer 
her name to head the featured 
players, and the same goes for 
ames Brown. Stanley Ridges, 


‘John Litel, Victor Sen Yung, Mira 


McKinney and the others are ade- 
quate to the light demands. 


Outside of the glaring technical’ 


errors in the scissoring, Howard 
Welch’s production supervision 
achieves suitable physical values in 
presenting the comedy. A satis- 
factory musical score by Emil New- 


-man and Arthur Lance, including 


the tune, “No More Wandrin’ 


Around,” by Newman and Leon 
| Pober, and good lensing by Pever- | 


Joan Davis, Stanley Ridges, James Brown. | 


ell Marley head the other technical 
credits. Brog. 


R. L. Breen Reins Derby 


Hollywood, Feb. 6. 
Richard L. Breen was appointed 
general director of the Academy 
Awards presentation ceremony, to 





'be held March 22 at the RKO Pan- 


tages theatre. 


| 
For three years Breen has func- 


tioned as a member of the presen- 
tation committee and served as spe- 
cial script writer for the event last 
year. 


Vengeanee Valley 
(COLOR) 
Hollywood, Feb. 2. 
Metro release of Nicholas Nayfack pro- 
duction. Stars Burt Lancaster, Robert 
Walker. Joanne Dru, Sally Forrest; fea- 
tures John Ireland, Ray Collins, Directed 
by Richard Thorpe. Screenplay, Irving 
Ravetch; based on novel and Satevepost 
serial by Luke Short: camera (Techni- 
color), George J. Folsey; editor, Conrad 





outdoor settings. 


Orv Esterly 
Mead Calhoun 


enbiewas Stanley Andrews 

A good western title, Technicolor 
and value of Burt Lancaster’s name 
in the action market are assets that 
should help push “Vengeance Val- 
ley” to satisfactory grosses. Story 
stress is more on characterization 
than slambang action, a fact that 
keeps it from being as promising 
as it might have been in the more 
general situation, but it can be ex- 
ploited to attract the average out- 
door fan. 


The Luke Short novel is endowed 
with his usual working-ranch fla- 
vor, and both production and di- 
rection bring this to life as the 
heroics are played off against such 
work-a-day stuff as breaking horses, 
roundups and brandings. Richard 
Thorpe’s direction spots a number 
of tough action moments, like Lan- 
caster in a couple of slugging 
brawls, an ambush and a gunfight, 
which come across strongly. 

Lancaster underplays his hero 
role neatly and has the appearance 
of a real saddle-polisher to help 
make the character seem authen- 
tic. He is pitted against Robert 
Walker, wastrel son of Ray Collins, 
on whose ranch Lancaster has been 
raised as a son. After a lifetime 
of pulling Walker out of scrapes 
and covering for him with his 
father and wife, Joanne Dru, Lan- 
caster rebels when the heel adroitly 
shifts the blame for Sally Forrest's 
nameless child on to his shoulders. 


Blame-shifting makes Lancaster 
the object of a vengeance chase by 
Miss Forrest’s brothers, John Ire- 
land and Hugh O’Brian. He is able 
to hold his own easily, though, un- 
til Walker schemes to aid the 
brothers, figuring to make off with 
the proceeds of a steer roundup 
and get Lancaster’s share of the 
ranch. An ambush is set up, but 
Lancaster again proves too much of 
a hero, downing all the heavies and 
winning Miss Dru. 

Cast is generally satisfactory in 
putting over the Irving Ravetch 
screenplay, selling their assorted 
characters ably. Comely femme in- 


terest is supplied by Misses Dru | 


and Forrest, and Walker makes his 
veakling role jell. Ireland, Collins, 
O'Brian, Ted de Corsia, Will 
Wright and others measure up. 


| Carleton Carpenter handles much 
of the narration that explains the 


lot as a bashful young cowpoke 
n love with Miss Forrest. 
Nicholas Nayfack’s production 


| supervision provides the film with 


real western trappings to back up 
the story, and George J. Folsey’s 
| camera beautifully displays the 
Brog. 


Cry Danger 

(SONG) 

Hollywood, Jan. 31. 
| RKO release of Sam Wiesenthal-W. R. 
; Frank (Olympic) pa. Stars Dick 
Powell, Rhonda Fleming; features Rich- 
ard Erdman, William Conrad, Regis 
Toomey, Jean Porter, Jay Adler. Directed 
by Robert Parrish. Screenplay, William 
Bowers; from story by Jerome Cady; cam- 
era, Joseph F. Biroc; editor, Bernard W. 
Burton; song, Hugo Friedhofer, Leon 
| Pober; music score, Emil Newman, Paul 


| Dunlap. Tradeshown Jan. 29, ’51. Run- 
ning time, 79 MINS. 
| ROOMY cc ccccccccvecsccces Dick Powell 
| WEEE 0 +0060 06500064000 Rhonda Fleming 
| SOPUNNs0 6 60000000060606% Richard Erdman 
Ns 0.0.00.4646046664860064 William Conrad 
| Res 60056 046640006000060 Regis Toomey 
| Darlene.......... eecccceeess- ean Porter 
| Williams..s....... Ccecerccosers Jay Adler 
| Alice Fletcher..... eooee.-.-.. Joan Banks 
| Caeeween Glib. cccccecess Gloria Saunders 
... Sarre Coeccccess Hy Averbach 
, erry Renny McEvoy 
Ms 5540566608602 COSCO Code Lou Lubin 
PTT eee Benny Burt 





All the ingredients for a sus- 
penseful melodrama are contained 
‘in “Cry Danger,” 
used very well. 
with the proper balance between 
mood, action and characterization, 
maintains a good pace and should 
| find the going easy in the majority 
, Of playdates. 
|_ Film, turned out by Olympic 
Productions, Inc., for RKO release, 
/has the advantage of Dick Powell's 


name for the melodrama market, | 
|and presentation has the same 


tough. terse feel of his other suc- 
cessful cops-and-robbers offerings. 
, Underplaying in all departments 
/enhances suspense and sharpens 
excitement. 

_ Plot opens with Powell return- 
ing after five years in prison, hav- 
ing been pardoned from a life sen- 
tence when new evidence turns up 
‘that clears him of a robbery rap. 


Miquette 


“Miquette,”’ a French import 
which opened at the 55th St. 
Playhouse, N. Y., Saturday (3), 
was reviewed by VARiETY May 
24, 1950. Mosk, who saw the 
film in Paris, appraised the 
Louis Jouvet-Daniele Delorme 
starrer favorably as having 
“appeal in sureseater and art 
house situations as a Gallic 
farce on turn of the century 
manners.” 

Story revolves around a 
stagestruck lass who runs off 





A. Nervig; music, Rudolph G. Kopp. 
Tradeshown Jan. 24, ‘51. Running time, 
82 MINS. 
Owen Daybright.......-.. Burt Lancaster 
Lee Strobie...csccccccccess Robert Walker 
Jen Seroble...ccccsccscccecs Joanne Dru 
OS SA Bee errs eee Sally Forrest 
Hub Fasken.....cccs-: ....John Ireland 
ee OPTUS TT Tee Carleton Carpenter 
Arch Strobie.......++-++-: Ray Collins 
Herb Backett....ccccerces: Ted de Corsia 
| Dick Faskemn....cceccsceess: Hugh O'Brian 
Mr. Willoughby.......++.-... Will Wright 
Mrs. BUrk@....ccecessecis ‘ Grace Mills | 
i Con Alvis .+.se.James Hayward 


James Harrison | 


, You for This,”’ by James Hadley Chase; | 
camera, Otto Heller; editor, Russell Lloyd; | 
' music, Walter Goehr. 


with a lecherous marquis who 


promises her a career. Re- 
viewer wrote that Jouvet 
“chews up the scenery as a 


ham actor and Miss Delorme is 
properly winsome as the ado- 
lescent Miquette.” Henry- 
Georges Clouzot’s direction is 
“clear and fluid...” Discina 
International is distributing in 
the U. S. Original running 
time of 100 minutes has been 
trimmed to 85. 








crippled Marine vet, Richard Erd- 
man, who figures Powell will be 
grateful enough to cut up some o 
the $100,000 loot he is supposed 
to have hidden. 

Powell sees the pardon as an 
opportunity to bring the guilty par- 
ties to justice and free a friend still 
in prison. Scene of all the plot 
movement is the poorer section of 
Los Angeles, where Powell and 
Erdman have holed up in acrummy 
trailer camp to be near Rhonda 
Fleming, wife of the friend still in 
prison. As Powell begins to get a 
reaction to his private investiga- 
tions, Miss Fleming tries to a 
him. So does William Conrad, 
racketeer, who is Powell’s chief 
target. Bullets fly, Powell is beaten, 
does some beating himself, and is 
nearly caught in a neat frame with 
some of the stolen money before 
he puts the finger on Conrad and 
Miss Fleming as the real heavies of 
the piece. 

Performances are very capable 
right down the line. Script, direc- 
tion and playing give the 
acters a good chance. In addition 
to the four players named, Regis 
Toomey, a hep police detective; 
Jean Porter, a light-fingered gold- 
digger; Jay Adler, very good as the 
trailer camp owner; Joan Banks, 
Gloria Saunders and the others 
supply firstrate support. 

Robert Parrish, erstwhile film 
editor, makes a strong directorial 
bow with his handling of the Wil- 
liam Bowers script, based on a 
story by Jerome Cady. Co-pro- 
ducers Sam Wiesenthal and W. R. 
Frank have given the story a top- 
notch framing, and technical assists 
are excellent, including lensing, 
mood music, plus the title tune, 
and editing. Brog. 


Lucky Nick Cain 
20th-Fox release of Kaydor (Joseph 
Kaufman) production. Stars George Raft, 
Coleen Gray. Directed by Joseph M. New- 
man. Screenplay, George Callahan and 
William Rose, based on novel, “I'll Get 


Tradeshown N. Y., 


| Feb. 5, ’51. Running time, 87 MINS. 





| eae rere George Raft 
ee WOMROTEE. 0c cccscceeess Coleen Gray 
WN <s 008 0960808.00006 66005 Enzo Staiola 
| Massine....... TITTY TTT Te Charles Goldner 
DEE» 6 6.0.95469066000066 Walter Rilla 
Sperazza.....e60- COcccectes Martin Benson 
Ceralde Peter lLling 
Travers Hugh French 
| EE: 01566696 6600804660i.4 042-48 Peter Bull 
ee WOMOS. cccdenveces Elwyn Brook-Jones 
| Nima... ....cccccccceess Constance Smith 
EE, 9. 04684.6060 040468 .. Greta Gynt 
BETTE ee Margot Grahame 
ar Donald Stewart 


and they are, 
Story rolls along 





“Lucky Nick Cain” is a well-done 
chase melodrama that will cut a 
fair swath at the b.o. George Raft- 
Coleen Gray starrer isn’t strong 
enough to hold down the top end 
,of twin-bills, but it packs enough 
— to rate as stout supporting 
, fare. 


Countless variations of this chase 
| theme have been done by Holly- 
'wood in the past. This basic story 
| thread of “Cain” is a familiar one 
to most filmgoers. However, the 
natural backgrounds of the Italian 
|Riviera where the picture was 
/made, along with a seasoning of 


/suspense provided by the script, 
help make this independently-pro- 
duced entry an _ above-average 
meller. 

Based on the James Hadley 
Chase novel, “I'll Get You for'! 
This,” the George Callahan-Wil- | 


liam Rose screenplay builds its dra- | 
matic values around a set of coun- 
terfeit U.S. currency plates said to 
have been made by the Nazis. The 
engravings are held by a ruthless 
international ring which uses a 
Rivieta casino as a front. 


Into this taut atmosphere comes 
American gambler George Raft. 
He’s wined and dined by the casino 
management which later frames 
him in the murder of a U.S. Treas- 
ury agent. Raft’s escape from the 
counterfeiting ring and his subse- 
quent efforts to nab those respon- 
sible for pinning the phony rap on 
him fills most of the footage. 


Coleen Gray, as an American 


iEvidence was manufactured hy a tourist who loses her roll at a bac- | 


earat table, furnishes what little 
romantic interest the film contains. 
While the Raft eye—and that of 
the camera—frequently lingers on 
bosomy femmes, Joseph Newman’s 
directorial touch emphasizes action 
rather than amour. 

Raft is well cast as the big-time 


| Yank gambler. It’s the type of role 


he’s often done in the past and he 
plays it with a sure hand. Miss 





| pressive 


char- | 


Stephen Mundy 


Gray doesn’t have much opportu- 


| nity to display her abilities. 


Enzo Staiola, who played the boy 
in the Italian-made “Bicycle Thief.” 
shows up neatly as an urchin with 


| a fancy for Raft. Charles Goldner’s 


portrayal of an Italian treasury 
agent is business-like. Less im- 
is the work of Walter 
Rilla, Martin Benson and Peter I|i- 
ing as the heavies. Although they 
make a good try they can’t quite 
overcome the stereotyped nature 
of their parts. Greta Gynt and 
Margot Grahame are pleasantly 
decorative in bit parts. : 

Despite the 87-minute running 
time, director Newman managed to 
keep things moving briskly with 
only an occasional lag. Joseph 
Kaufman’s’~ Riviera production 
mountings imbue the celluloid with 
a realistic flavor. Camerawork of 
Otto Heller is competent, as are 
other technical credits. Picture 
was made in association with Wolf 
brothers’ Romulus Films of Britain. 

Gilb. 


My Brother, the Outlaw 


Eagle Lion Classics release of Benedict 
Bogeaus production. Stars Mickey Roo- 
ney, Wanda Hendrix, Robert Preston, 
Robert Stack. Directed by Elliott Nugent 
Screenplay, Gene Fowler, Jr., based on 
Max Brand’s “South of the Rio Grande”; 
camera, Jose Ortiz Ramos; editor, George 
Crone. Tradeshown N. Y., Feb. 1, ‘51. 
Running time, 82 MINS. 
Denny O’More Mickey Rooney 
Senorita Carmel Alvarado Wanda Hendrix 
Joe Warnder Robert Preston 
Patrick O’More Robert Stacy 
E] Capitan Carlos Muzquiz 
Ortiz ....Jose Torvay 
DE Sccaeesavete 6ees Fernando Waggner 
Jose Filipe Flores 
Hilda Moreno 


er 


ee 


| SOP COUT TC OTT Margarita Luna 


POM; 6:4 40608 66490006086 Jose Velasquez 
MPEG: os 600s tscecsses Enrique Cansino 
yo rr TTT. rere eee Chel Lopez 


“My Brother, the Outlaw,” fails 
to qualify as adult entertainment 
and rates as mediocre fare for ju- 
venile audiences. It’s hard to un- 
derstand why players such as 
Mickey Rooney and Wanda Hen- 
drix, and a director of Elliott Nu- 
gent’s calibre, were wasted on trite 
pulp fiction. Picture may pick up 
some business in secondary situa- 
tions with the help of the Rooney 
name but there'll be scant word-of- 
mouth. 

Producer Benedict Bogeaus may 
have been aiming at a fresh twist 
when he cast Rooney in a major 
oater role. But the pint-sized thes- 
per is totally out of place on a 
horse, on the mesa or on a buck- 
board. For purposes of plot he’s 
on his way from New York’s 10th 


avenue to Mexico where brother “ 


Robert Stack is posing as a mine 
owner. Actually Stack is a notori- 
ous outlaw. 

As adapted from Max Brand’s 
“South of the Border,” the script 
is so peppered with obvious situ- 
ations and phony dramatics that it 


|recalls' to mind the oldtime cliff- 


hanger serials which used to pack 

‘em in on Saturday afternoons. 
Relatively simple yarn tries to 

achieve a suspenseful aura through 


: Rooney’s efforts to track down his 


brother. Assisting him in the quest 
is ranger Robert Preston. Both are 
seized by the outlaws, but succeed 
in escaping along with Miss Hen- 
drix, with whom Sta had been 
romantically inclined. A chase then 
develops and the frontier odyssey 
conveniently ends when the Mexi- 
can gendarmes intercede. 
Performances, with few excep- 
tions, seem half-hearted. Rooney is 
woefully miscast. Preston and 
Stack give a mechanical interpre- 
tation to the roles of the ranger 
and bandit chief, respectively. Miss 
Hendrix has little to do as a comely 
senorita. Jose Torvay tops the sup- 
porting cast. Most of these players 
are Mexican talent inasmuch as the 
film was lensed at a Mexico City 
studio. Elliott Nugent’s direction 
was never able to overcome the 
slow pace of the Brand original. 
Camerawork of Jose Ortiz Ramo is 
fair, Gilb. 


Blackmailed 
(BRITISH) 


London, Jan. 30. 
GFD release of H. H. Films (Harold 
Huth) production. Stars Mai Zetterling. 
Dirk Bogarde, Fay Compton, Robert 
Flemying; features Michael Gough, James 
Robertson Justice, Joan Rice. Directed 
by Mare Allegret. Screenplay, Hugh Mills, 
Roger Vadim: camera, Goaxge Stretton; 
editor, John Shirley; music, John Woold- 
ridge. At Odeon, Londen, Jan. 30, ‘51. 
Running time, 65 MINS. 
Mrs. Carol Edwards Mai Zetterling 
Dirk Bogarde 


Fay Compton 


Mrs. Christopher 
Dr. Giles Freeman 


Robert Flemying 


Maurice Edwards ..._ Michael Gough 
Mr. Sine. ..... James Robertson Justice 
PD oss savas st dears eeeawns Joan Rice 


Harold Huth 
. Wilfred Hyde White 


Hugch Sainsbury. i% 
Lord Dearsley 





A slow, old-fashioned style dom- 
inates this Harold Huth produc- 


(Continued on page 18) . 
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EXHIBS BEEF, BUT BIDDING RISES 


3 Phonevision Test Breakdown 


Chicago, Feb. 6. 
Orders for Phonevision screenings during the fifth week (Jan. 
29-Feb. 4) of the Chicago test again dipped slightly from the pre- 
vious frame, according to figures reported by Zenith Radio to the 
major film companies, which are supplying the product. Where 
orders for the fourth week totaled 505, representing about 23% 
of the possible audience, only 451 orders were received during the 
fifth round, or about 21% of the possibilities. 
Following is a breakdown by the time of screenings each day 
for the fifth week of the test: 
% of Families | 





Who Saw 
2pm. 7pm 9p.m. Total One Film 
Jom. O90: GEOR); i siccsce J 9 31 43 14 
Jam. 30 (Teee).caseses 8 22 18 42 14 
Jom. B1 (HOES. cicsccee F 25 28 60 20 - 
Feb, 1 (Thurs) .cccccee § 30 44 77 25.6 
Sek. OS GU). cccivccce 8 54 32 94 31 
Feb. 3 (Sat.)..... sseas © 30 39 73 24.6 
Web. & Geb) csvccsces 2 17 34 62 20 
CRE 6:55.54 05 ae G8ass 38 187 226 451 








Phonevision’s 267, B.O. Record Cues 





New 0.0. of Halpern’s 207, Forecast 


Reports by Zenith Radio that 
Phonevision played to an average 
26°0 of the possible audience dur- 
ing the first month of its Chicago 
trial have cued a reappraisal among 
film industry execs of a recent eval- 
uation of the system by Nathan L. 





Super-Colossal 
Hollywood, Feb. 6. 
In keeping with the magni- 
tude of “The Greatest Show on 
Earth,” Cecil B. DeMille will 


Halpern, theatre television con- have no less than six assistant 
sultant. Halpern, in a speech made directors handling various 
last July, projected what he groups under the big top. They 


thought would be the largest aver- 
age audience if any when Phone- 
vision became a nationwide venture 
and came up with a figure of 20%. | 

Where Zenith prexy E. F. Mc: | 
Donald, Jr., estimated the potential | 
return to the major film produc- 
ing companies of over $1,500,000, 
however, Halpern predicted the 
film companies would derive aver- 
age rentals on their top “A” films 
via Phonevision of only $250,000. 
Reason is that McDonald based his 
prognosticating on the current re- 
ceiver set circulation of 10,000,000, 
. a tak ne ate account 
the merican public’s listening 
habits to the ae popular weekly| New York State Board of Re- 
radio shows, estimated that Phone- | gents, after asking for the filing 
vision, even on a nationwide basis, | of briefs on “The Miracle” instead 
Would “have a boxoffice of 940,000 | of taking personal depositions at 


homes at the very most.” ’ 
In his speech, Halpern declared , last week's subcommittee hear- 


that his projection was based on ings, was swamped this week by 


are Eddie Salven, Danny Mc- 
Cauley, Al Mann, Bud Brill, 
Frank Bauer and Clem Jones. 


Religious Leaders 
Mass Opposition 














'indoor and outdoor theatre oper- 


| issue, 
| his interpretation, is expected to go 


Vs, ‘Miracle’ Ban 


PENNSY, BALTO 
SUITS GUE SURGE 


Approximately 1,400 theatres in 
the U. S. are utilizing competitive 
bidding privileges in acquiring 
their product and bidding tendency 
appears to be on the upswing de- 
spite growing exhib squawks. Num- 
ber of new bidding deais each week 
exceeds the number dropping out, 
but the margin is slight and the 
acceleration of the practice has 
slowed down. 

Renewed interest in bidding 
stemmed from recent court case in 
Allentown, Pa., where the Boule- 





vard Drive-In had been refused 
first-run product by the majors. 
Drive-in had been offering higher | 
prices than the distribs could get | 
from indoor houses, but offers were | 
nixed on grounds that, as general | 
policy, drive-ins were not entitled 
to same consideration as indoor 
theatres. When court ruled in favor 
of the ozoner, a new spurt in bid- 
ding cases became _ noticeable 
throughout the country from both 


ators. 

Indications are that each distrib- | 
utor is handling nationally between | 
500 and 550 bidding deals weekly. 
One major company admitted to 
591 auction situations on its books, 
while another said it handled 
“around 400,” 

Meanwhile, Allied States Assn. 
has been contending that there is 
nothing in the U. S. vs. Paramount 
case decree which requires com- 





- [nto Par Dispute 


follows action on Monday (5) 
| National Labor Relations Board in | 


petitive bidding except when in- | 


to obtain a run formerly held by 
an. affiliated or circuit theatre. 
Abram F. Myers, Allied general 
counsel, is reported to be trying 


to nudge distribs into seeking a | 


formal court clarification of the 
A formal letter, outlining 


out to the sales managers following 


the association’s board meeting in| 


Washington next week. 


and another covering the Walbrook 


theatre, Baltimore, according to | 4,5) 


| voked by an indie exhib in order | 


| 
| 


: <i rae | a 
Decisions in the Allentown case | none - per gee we | yesterday 


| 


IA’s Failure to Win Pay Rises Brings 
Studio Stoppage, Union Ouster Threat 





Cauliflower Garden 
Hollywood, Feb. 6. 

Warners studio looks like a 
garden of cauliflowers these 
days, with nine former pugi- 
lists enacting riot scenes in “I 
Was a Communist for the 
Fai.” 

Ex-ringsters are Tommy Her- 
man, Mike Dundee, Joe Glick, 
Jack Perry, Art Sullivan, John- 

. ny Kearns, Phil Bloom, Billy 
McGowan and Sailor Billy 
Vincent. 








IATSE Moving 





As SEG Fades 


Home Office Employes Local 
H-63 today (Wednesday) will start | 


'campaigning to have union des- | 
|ignated as bargaining agent for | 


Paramount white collarites. The | 


| contemplated move into Par by) 
the International Alliance of The- | 


unit 
of 


atrical Stage Employes 


ruling that Screen Employes Guild | 
had lost its identity, as it was out- | 
growth of mergers and new affilia- | 
tions with a parent body. | 

Local H-63 will need only 30% | 
of Par workers to entitle it to) 
petition NLRB to designate IA! 
union as bargaining agent. How-| 
ever, 
that Par workers would line up} 
with IA by large majority. | 

NLRB ruling is expected to) 
widen breach between Screen | 


of | 


have been seeking to con-; 
home office workers. Situa- 


which 


Myers, reinforce his view that a tion started when SOPEG and/| 
distributor may choose its own cus- | 


tomer between two competing in- 
dependents, provided the distrib is 
not in violation of the Sherman 


Screen Publicists Guild merged in- | 
(Continued on page 20) 





| declared 


indications were yesterday | 


Hollywood, Feb. 6. 

Threats of possible work stop- 
pages on major lots and hints that 
a dissident group may seek to re- 
place the International Alliance of 
Theatrical Stage Employes as bar- 
gaining agent for failure to obtain 
pay raises since 1947 was contained 
in a telegram sent to the IA exec 
Board and _ president Richard 
Walsh, at the opening of the reg- 
ular midwinter general meeting of 
the board in Tucson yesterday 
(Monday). 

Group, calling itself the Com- 
mittee of Studio Workers, wired 
the meeting that “lack of pay in- 
crease since 1947 is creating bitter- 
ness among studio workers against 
IATSE. Unless immediate positive 
action is taken, petition to NLRB 
replacing IATSE as_ bargaining 
agent in Hollywood will follow.” 

Spokesmen for the group also 
that, while no official 
strike is contemplated, work stop- 
pages may be used as an added 
weapon to bring on new wage 
talks. Group claims a member- 
ship of approximately 2,300, made 
up of segments in all IA locals. 

In Tucson, Roy M. Brewer, IA 
international rep in Hollywood, 
said that “in view of past experi- 
ence with persons who send tele- 
grams but refuse to sign them,” he 
questioned whether they were stu- 
dio workers or represent anyone 
but selves. He maintained that IA 
will continue to honor unexpired 
contracts with studios but added 
that “in view of changes in cir- 

(Continued on page 16) 


Strike Threat Vs. 
20th-Fox Eased as Two 
Ad-Pubs Are Taken Back 


Strike threat of the Screen Pub- 
licists Guild against 20th-Fox faded 
(Tues.) when manage- 
ment and SPG buried the hatchet 
in controversy over dismissal of 10 
employes in the ad-publicity dept. 
Company agreed to reinstate two 
of the discharged personnel and 
assured the SPG unit there would 
be no more layoffs during balance 
of the year. 





the “most favorable conditions” of | 


a nationwide TV system for Phone- 
vision and assumed 100% satura- 
tion of receivers. But, he pointed 
out, Zenith itself predicted that 
eventually only one-third of the na- 
tion’s total telephone subscribers 
would subscribe to Phonevision. 
With approximately 14,000,000 
homes now possessing phones, that 





82 affidavits protesting the Re- 
gents’ projected ban on “The Mira- 
cle” as being sacrilegious. 


Affidavits, submitted by religious 


leaders of all faiths, including the | 


Roman Catholic, accompanied a 
brief filed with the subcommittee 
by indie distributor Joseph Bur- 


styn, who is handling the film’s | 


release, Burstyn, without naming 


would leave only 4,666,666 avail-| names, argued in his brief that 
able to Phonevision under Zenith’s ‘many of those who have condemned 


estimates. 7 | “Miracle” have never seen the pic- 
In addition, Halpern pointed ture, 


act. 

Distribs, however, are continuing 
to grant bidding when requests are 
made and will go on operating un- 
der current procedures until in- 
| structed to do otherwise by court 
order. 


Gael Sullivan in D. C. To 
Clarify Wage Freeze 








In the Picture Industry 


‘Arbitration Code Applies 
To Film Labor Disputes 


Code of ethics for labor-manage- 
ment arbitration is being distrib- 
uted to all branches of the amuse- 
ment industry following comple- 


in settling employer-employee dis- 
putes. Code was drawn up during 
a two-year period by officials of | 
American Arbitration Assn., Na- | 
tional Academy of Arbitrators and | 
Federal Mediation and Conciliation 


tion by three organizations active | 
| bor’s 


Reinstated were James O'Neill, 
national magazine contact, and 
Harry Hochfeld, in charge of Roxy 
ads. Other demands by SPG, such 
as contract revision and cost of 
living increases, have been tabled 
for the time being. 

Agreement reached yesterday in 
parleys with Jack Lang, 20th’s la- 
relations chief, climaxed 
weeks of meetings and negotia- 
tions. Initial blowoff came Jan. 19 
when dismissal notices were hand- 
ed to 10 members of the depart- 
ment at quitting time. Strategy 
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out, rather than basing the poten- 
tial audience on the current heavy 


Distrib also claimed that two 
members of the Legion of Decency 


(Continued on page 53) were not opposed to the film, as- 


serting he would furnish proof of 
that to the Regents if requested to 








'where he will seek clearcut clarifi- 


Gael Sullivan, executive director 
of Theatre Owners of America, left 
N. Y. yesterday (Tues.) for a visit | 
of several days in Washington, 


| Service. 


All arbitrators selected from 
panels of three groups will be re- | 
quired to follow precepts laid 
down in the code. J. Noble 


committee was set up and, by a 
vote of 48 to 3, was empowered to 
call a strike if negotiations with 
management broke down. Other 
SPG units in other home offices 


N. Y. Projectionists 
To Insist Welfare 
Setup Be in Contract 


New York Projectionists Local 
306 will insist that its pension and 


do so. Subcommittee is to make | cation of the wage-freeze order. as 
its recommendations by Feb. 15 to | pertaining to the film industry. 

the full Board, which will then} Sullivan hopes for an interpre- 
decide on whether the film is to tation of the edict, particularly as 
be finally approved or banned. Un- concerning theatre employes and 
der the existing N. Y. state law, | in light of the fact there has been 
the decision of the motion picture no freezing of admissions. Actually, 
division of the Board of Education, | while a specific ruling is a possi- 


Braden, vice president of AAA, | rallied to the 20th group and prom- 
said Monday (5) code would make | ised moral support in’ event of a 
for speedier settlement of disputes | walkout. 

because it provides union, man-| Current contract with publicists 
agement and arbitrators with uni- | expires in September. 

form standards of conduct at hear- | . 
ings. A number of cases involv-— 








Welfare program be included in 
every contract negotiated in area 
covered by the union. Local 306, 
affiliated with International Al- 
liance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
ploves, recently got green light for 
plan after final agreement with 
larger circuits. IA unit now will | 


(Continued on page 20) 








| Eastern SDG; Noyes V.P. 


Jack Glenn, of March of Time, | 
es was reelected to his third hitch as, 
seck to bring every member under president of New York Screen | 


the welfare program , ; es | 
rm an Directors Guild at annual meeting 
Loew's and RKO houses already | Saturday night (3). Dana Noyes, | 


are in the setup. Negotiations are | : t vice 
in work with other circuits, includ- | pals vm ag ae penereRY SN. | 


ing R “i . 
rey etter tammy ya get Leslie Roush, Roush Productions, | 


end , 

Undee ston Gaal oar 50% was elected second vice-president | 
of basie wage scale for each oper- | and Alexander Gansell, Audio Pro- | 
ator on basis of 54 weeks, which @uctions, was named recording | 
includes vacation relief man. Union | Secretary. Hans Mandell, also’ of | 
members will contribute $3.25 Audio, was elected corresponding 
Quarterly, in addition to regular Secretary. Ed Seward, free-lance, 


{ 


dues. Thus, program provides for | Wa% Chosen treasurer. 
death payments of $4,000 and re-| Elected to the board of gover- 
lirement salary, due to age, of $30 nors were George L. George, Joseph | 
& week, Health and hospitalization _ Henaberry, William Resnich, War-| 
Murray: ahd ‘Herbert Kerkow. *! 


benefits also’are included.‘ ”' ‘ren 


MOT’s Jack Glenn Heads | 


bility, it’s not considered in the 
trade as likely at this time. 

Also on his agenda are huddles 
with Sam Pinanski, TOA president 
who now is at work on spurring 
defense bond sales for the Govern- 
ment, and Marcus Cohn, ‘TOA legal 
adviser on television. 

On the latter matter, Sullivan 
is seeking ample notice of the 
hearing dates to be set by the 
Federal Communications Commis- | 
sion on theatre TV, so that TOA . 
will have full time to prepare. 


RKO Rusites- ‘Thing’ 
Hollywood, Feb. 6. 
RKO is planning to rush Win- 
chester Productions’ “The Thing” | 
into national release as soon as | 
possible. Company hopes to have 
it in théatres by late April. 
Picture is now in rough cut, with 
a few 
oh location: 








ing motion picture disputes will | 
come in under new code, Braden | 
said. 





All Peaches and Cream 


With the Coast SDG Now 
Hollywood, Feb. 6. | 

General membership meeting of | 
Screen Directors Guild Sunday (4) | 
developed into a routine affair with 
emphasis on the _ organization’s | 
problems. A spirit of unity pre-) 


|vailed which was far different 


from the previous meeting, last Oc- | 
tober, when members voted for: 
resignation of officers following in- | 
ternal strife among the directo- 
rate over the issue of a loyalty 
oath. Joseph P. Mankiewicz, presi- 
dent opening the session said he 
wanted members to be apprised of 
progress since the last meeting 
and George Stevens, George 


sequences still to be shot Seaton and attorney Mabel Walker 
‘'"* 4 Willebrandt delivered reports. 


TV RIGHTS STALL REP 
RENEWAL ON ROGERS 


Holiywood, Feb..6. 

Question of television rights is 
stalling contract renewal talks be- 
tween Roy Rogers and Republic. 
Virtually all other points are 
agreed upon. Film cowpoke hasn't 
any teevee deals at the moment, 
but he is insisting on tele rights 
‘if, as and when.” 

Herbert J. Yates hasn’t indicated 
whether he’ll accede but specula- 
tion of peaceful settlement is cued 
by fact company plans to make -a 
Rogers starrer in Scotland this 
year with frozen funds. It was 
postponed last year at Rogers’ re- 
quest when his vis-a-vis, Dale 
Evans, (Mrs. Rogers) retired from 
screen to have baby. Meanwhile, 
oater star’s deal with Paramount 
for one picture still stands. It'll 
be made at windup of present 
Republic’ ¢ontract tn’ May.° 
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New Pix Lift L.A.; ‘War’ Standout, 
Terrif at $42,000, ‘City’ Nice 216, 


‘Yankee’ Paces Prov. At 


Providence, Feb. 6. - 

“Magnificent Yankee” is leading 
the list here in a fairly good ses- 
sion with the State getting its. best 





~“Mudlark Mild 336; Harvey’ 226, 2d 


- 








Los Angeles, Feb. 6. 


“At War With Army” is leading 
the city currently, being way ahead 
of other bills. It is soaring to great | 
$42,000 or better in two Parameunt 
theatres, best at these houses in| 
nearly six months. “Dark City” is | 
going for a nice $21,000 in two 
spots, but “Mudlark” looks only | 
mild $33,000 in five situations. 

“Born Yesterday” continues to 
pace holdovers, having hit sharp 

26.700 in sixth frame in two sites. 
It is now in seventh round. 

“Harvey” rates a pleasant $22.,- 
000 for second week in five situa- | 
tions, while “Kim” is $16,000 in| 
third round, two houses. 

Estimates for This Week 


Los Angeles, Chinese, Uptown, | 
Loyola, Wilshire (FWC) (2,097; 
2.048: 1.719: 1.248; 2,296; 70-$1.10) 
—‘‘Mudlark” (20th). Mild $33,000. 
Last week, ‘‘Man Cheated Himself” 





(20th) and “Short Grass’? (Mono) 
(2d wk-5 days), $11,800. 
Hollywood, Downtown, Wiltern 


(WB) (2,756; 1,757; 2,344; 70-$1.10) 
—“‘Storm Warning” ‘WB) (2d wk). 
Slow $20,000. Last week, nice 
$32,800. 

Loew’s State, Egyptian (UA) 
(2.404; 1,538; 70-$1.10) — “Kim” 
(M-G) and “Colorado Ambush” 
(Mono) (Loew's only) (3d wk). Off 
to $16,000. Last weck, $24,300. 

*"Tillstreet, Pantages (RKO) (2.- 
890; 2,812; 60-$1)—‘“Born Yester- 
day” (Col) (7th wk) and ‘‘Revenue 
Agent” (Col) (5th wk). Opened 
seventh week Monday (5) after 
sharp $26,700 last week. 

Los Angeles, Hollywood Para- 
mounts (F&M) (3,398; 1.451; 60-$1) 
—‘‘War With Army” (Par). Smash 
$42,000. Last week, “Branded” 
(Par) (2d wk), $10,700. 

Orpheum, Hawaii (Metropolitan) 


(2.210; 1,106; 70-$1.10 — ‘Dark 
City” (Par) and “Hue and Cry” 
(Indie). Good $21,000. Last week, 


“Watch Birdie” (M-G) and “Sierra 
Passage” (Mono) (9 days), $20,208. 
United Artists, Ritz. Vogue, 
Studio City, Culver (UA-FWC) (2.- | 
100: 1,370; 885; 880; 1,145; 70-: 
$1.10)—"“Harvey” (U) and “Wicked 
City” (EL) (2d wk). Pleasing $22,- | 
000. Last week, smart $36,000. 
Four Star (UA) (900; 70-90)— 
“Magnificent Yankee” (M-G) (7th 
wk). Finales at $2,200. Last week, 
fair $2,600. 
Fine Arts (FWC) (677; $1.20- 
$2.40)—“Cyrano”- (UA) (12th wk). 
Into 12th frame (6) 
$5,500 last week. 
Beverly Canon (ABC) (520; $1.20) 
—‘Trio” (Par) ‘7th wk). Big $4,000. 
Last week, about same. 


‘Frenchie’ Brisk $11,000, 
Seattle; ‘Joan’ Fast 526, 





Seattle, Feb. 6. 


been doing recently. “Frenchie” 
shapes as biggest new film, but 
“Joan of Arc” and “Steel Helmet” 
are doing well. “Born Yesterday” 
is smash on holdover at Fifth 
Avenue as is “Pagan Love Song” 
at MH. Otherwise its new bills. 
Estimates for This Week 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (800; 65-_ 
90’\—“‘Operation Pacific” (WB) (m. | 


0... Mild $3,000. Last week, 
“Harvey” (U) (5th wk-6 days), oke 
$3 .400. 

Coliseum (Evergreen) (1,877; 65- 
90: — “Halls Montezuma” (20th) 
and “Bandit Queen” (Lip) (2d wk). 
Good $9,000 in 8 days. Last week, 
immense $15,600. 

Fifth Avenue (Evergreen) (2,349; 
65-90) — “Born Yesterday” (Col) 
(2d wk). Huge $11,000. Last week, 
$!°.700. 

Liberty (Hamrick) (1,650; 65-90) 
— ‘Frenchie’ (U) and “Underworld 
Story’ (UA). Big $11,000. Last 
week, (2d wk-4 days), “Watch 
Birdie” (M-G), oke $4,200. 





after solid | 


; 


| 


Broadway Grosses —_| week. 





Estimated Total Gross 
This Week . $572,900 
(Based on 17 theatres.) 
Last Year .. $568,000 
(Based on 17 theatres.) 


| 








‘At War’ Great | 


; 


"strong. RKO Albee’s “Korea Pa- 


Deal” (RKO). So-so $8,700. Last 

“Prehistoric Women” (EL) bj és cess hag ys 
and “Hunt Man Down” (RKO), ased on 24 cittes, 209 the- 
| $9,000 | atres, chief'y first runs; includ- 
| Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65) —| img NY.) 
“Halls Montezuma”: (20th). Very Total Gross Same Week 9006 
‘nice $12,000. Last week, “Mudlark” Last Year $2,902,00 


| (WB), $13,000. 


competition from Majestic’s “Hails 
of Montezuma,” comparatively 


es rene 


Oke 15G; ‘Halls’ $12,000 Sub-Zero Sloughs Det. Biz Albeit 
Pacific’ $25,000; Mudlark’ Mild 206 





trol’ is so-so. 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65) — 
“Korea Patrol” (EL) and ‘‘Double 


Key City Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 


Detroit, Feb. 6. 

Despite .sub-zero temperatures 
and 6 inches of snow, “Operation 
Pacific” is heading toward good 
session at the Michigan. “The 
Mudlark” looks mild at the Fox, 
but rave reviews may help it to 
higher ground. “Pagan Love Song” 
is shaping slow at United Artists. 
“At War With Army” will do well 
in five-day stay in third week at 








(Based on 24 cities, and 208 


and “Golden Salamander” 
theatres.) 


(20th) 





Metropolitan (Snider) (3,100; 44- | 
65)—“‘Johnny One-Eye” (UA) and | 


“Iroquois Trail” (UA). So-so $7,-| 7° 9 
000. Last week, “High Lonesome” im t 
(EL) and “Eye Witness” (EL), weak 


$6,500. 
State 





$16 Ci) Om | (Loew’s) (3,200; 44-65) 7" P ( | d Pj | 
“Magnificent Yankee” (M-G) an tt 
b b] mente Alley” (Col). Steady aces 0 | | 


Omaha, Feb. 6. 
“At War With Army” is bring- | 
ing the Orpheum out of the dol- 
drums, packing in the customers 
consistently. “Prehistoric Women” 
and “Two Lost Worids,” given 
circusy bally shapes terrific at the | 
Omaha. Other houses around town | 
were still considerably stymied. | 
“Kim,” in second week at Para-|} 
mount, still is okay. 
Estimates for This Week 


Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 16- 
70)—“‘At War With Army” (Par). 
Smash $16,000. Last week, ‘The 


Milkman” (U) and “Outside Wall” 
(U), $10,500. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2.100; 16-70) 
—Prehistoric Women” (EL) and 
“The Two Lost Worlds” (Indie). 
Terrific $11,000, way above aver- 
age for house. Last week, 
“Branded” (Par) and “When Smil- 
ing” (Col) (m.o.), $7,000. 

Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-70)— 
“Operation Pacific’ (WB) (2d wk). 





' Okay $6,000. Last week, $7,500. 


Paramount (Tristates) (2.800; 16- 
70)\—“‘Kim” (M-G) (2d wk). Held 
at $7,500. Last week, good $11,000. 

State (Goldberg) (865; 16-75) — 
‘“‘Watch Birdie” (M-G). Fair $5,000. 
Last week, “Next Voice” (M-G) and | 
“Counaerspy At cmfwyp fair play 
“Counterspy” (Mono), $4,000. 





School Janitors’ Strike Great $25,000 aiter $28,000 debut. | 


Helps Mpls.; Stageshow 
Tilts ‘Grounds’ $30,000 


Minneapolis, Feb. 6. 

Small and bigger fry, kept from 
public high and grade school class- 
rooms by a janitors’ strike, appar- 
ently are attending the film thea- 
tres instead, judging by the box- 
office. This takes off some of the 
curse from 25-35 below weather. 


| It appears that more than bitter 


}cold_ is 


| 
| 


| from sub-zero readings also was a $8,000. 


‘Helmet’ Strong $10,000 





needed to hold the 
youngsters indoors when the films 
beckon. A brief spell of relief 


weekend help. Radio City current- 
ly is in the driver’s seat with one 
of its occasional stageshows with 


Mills Bros., back at the Palomar, | “Grounds for Marriage.” Straight 


with “Rogue River,” are giving that | b 
house a great week and standout | 
in view of what the theatre has! 


film newcomers are being topped 


lone” at State. It’s the fourth loop 
week for “Harvey” and third for 
“Born Yesterday.” 
Estimates for This Week 

Century (Par) 
“Mudilark” (20th). Solid $7,000. 
Last week, “Harvey” (U) (3d wk), 
oke $4,000. 

Gopher (Berger) (1,000; 50-70)— 
“Halls Montezuma” (20th) (3d wk). 
Okay $4,500 after nifty $6,000 pre- 


ceding stanza. 
Lyric (Par) (1,000; 50-70)— 


| “Kim” (M-G) (3d wk). Strong $5,- | 
| 000 after $6,500 second stanza. 


Radio City (Par) (4,000; 65-$1)— 
(Continued on page 22) 


y “Mrs. O'Malley and Mr. Ma- | 


(1,600; 50-70)— | 


$15,000. Last week, “Kim” 
(2d wk), $9,000 in five days. 
Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65) 


(M-G) 
Pittsburgh, Feb. 6. | 
Still another miserable weather 





— “Septe aed air” Par). 
yg noe rok Lact nb break but it started to clear and| 
“Second Face” (EL) and “Rogue | Set, warmer Saturday (3), so biz! 


|picked up promptly. With any as-| 
| sistance at all fromthe mercury for 


‘ ‘ | remainder of session, “Kim” should 
| bang out enough at Penn to insure | 

om aw ops (a holdover. Second stanza of | 
'\“Born Yesterday” at Harris ought | 

to be good enough to rate a third. | 


. “Operation Pacific” got off slowly | 

Nl at Stanley but shows signs of wind: | 

9 9 ,ing up moderately well. “Halls of 

|Montezuma” is doing okay in|} 
Fulton holdover. 

Estimates for This Week 

; Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 50-85)— | 
“Halls Montezuma” (20th) (2d wk). 
Dipping to around $8,500, still) 
'good. Last week, smash $13,000} 
and likely would have done better | 
but for freezing weather. 
Van Heflin and neat bally, is hit- Harris (Harris) (2,200; 50-85)—| 
ting a sturdy figure at Goldman. | “Born Yesterday” (Col) (2d wk). 
“Gambling House” looks fair at Dropping only slightly and will 


River” (EL), fair $8,500. 





Philadelphia, Feb. 6. 

Two comedies, both on holdover, 
are making the most noise at first- 
runs here currently, with new 
product causing few flurries. 
“Mudlark” shapes disappointing 
in nine days at the Fox and being 
yanked. However, “Tomahawk,” 
aided by personal appearance of 


Earle. “Company She Keeps” is | Stay a third week. Fine $10,500. 
very disappointing at the Ran- Last week, $12,000. 
dolph. Penn (Loew's) (3,300; 50-85)— 


Estimates for This Week '“Kim” (M-G). Got a great sendoff 
Aldine (WB) (1,303; $1.30-$2.60) from crix. Shapes at least sock 





—‘‘Cyrano” (UA) (3d wk). Fine $20,000, and sure holdover. Last 

$13,500. Last week, $15,000. week, second of “At War With 

| Boyd (WB) (2,360; 50-99) —)|Army” (Par) (2d wk), neat $10,000 
(Col) (2d wk).| in 5 days. Moved to Ritz. 

7 = Stanley (WB) (3,800; 50-85)—_) 

ear ing Bouse KGS Pais | “Operation Pacific” (WB). Teed off | 

'$14,000. Last week. “Vendetta” | Lowly despite sock exploitation | 


|and Navy Night ceremonies open- | 
| ing day. Moderate $14,000 looks all. 
| Last week, “Branded” (Par), $11,- 


(RKO) (2d wk), $11,000. 
|. Fox (20th) (2,250; 50-99)—“Mud- 


_ ry Disappointing $17,- 000 
in ays. Last week, “Halls | . . 
Montezuma” (20th), $13,000 in 5/,,.Warner (WB) (2.000; 50-85)— 


‘days of third stanza. , “Never Dull Moment” (RKO). Only 
| Goldman (Goldman) (1,200; 50- $0-S0 $7,000. Last week, “Storm 
:99)—“Tomahawk” (U). Great $15, | Warning” (WB) (m.o.), only $5,000. 


28 ae sso... VENDETTA’ TRIM 156, | 
DENVER; ‘BORN’ 196, 2D 


Mastbaum (WB) (4,360; 50-99)— 
“Operation Pacific” (WB) (3d wk). 
| Dull $12,000. Last week, $18,000. 

|99)—“‘Harvey” (U) (4th wk). Fine Denver, Feb. 6. | 
| Last week, $10,000. Second week of “Born Yester- | 
| Randolph (Goldman) (2,500; 50- day” still is leading the city and) 








| Midtown (Goldman) (1,000; 50- 





99) — “Company She _ Keeps” | holds two extra rays in third week | 
(RKO). Lean $12,000. Last week, in two theatres. “At War With | 
“Never Dull Moment” (RKO) (2d Army” is only a step behind ter- 


wk), $8,500. | Tifie opening stanza. “Vendetta” | 
. Stanley (WB) (2,950; 50-99) —' shapes nice at Orpheum. Milder, 
_ War a3 000 tt e tuba She weather is helping all spots. | 

ousing ; after hefty > : 
Ferg gene Estimates for This Week 





| Stanton (WB) (1,473; 50-99) —|,,Aladin (Fox) (1,400; 40-80)— 
“Bowery Battalion’ (Mono) and |, Mister Universe (EL) and) 
“California Passage” (Rep). Okay |. 0Ung  Lovers”- (EL), day-date | 


/$11,500. Last week, “Sun Sets at with Tabor, Webber. Good $3,000. | 
Dawn” (EL), good $13,000. _ Last week, ‘Highway 301” (WB) | 
| Trans-Lux (T-L) (500; 50-99) — | @nd “Showdown” (Rep), $2,500. | 
\“Seven Days to Noon” (Indie).'| Broadway (Wolfberg) (1,500; 40-. 
‘Big $7,000 or close. Last week, 80)—“King Solomon’s Mines” (M- | 
\“Macbeth” (Rep) (2d wk), $2,200) G) (7th wk). Big $6,500. Last week, | 


or ae vrs . $7,000. | 
or (G&S) (500; 50-99) — D ( ) -_* 
'“Bitter Rice” (Indie) (12th wk). soem (Cockrill) (1,750; 40-80) 


—"“At War With Army” (Par) (2d/ 


wk). Great $16,000 or near. Last | 
week, three-year record at $17,000. | 


|Holding at $4,500. Last week, | 


$5,000 





Record Cold Nips Indpls. Boom; 


Pacific Hot 


Indianapolis, Feb. 6. 
Record cold wave has nipped the 





Music Box (Hamrick) (850; 65-90) new year boom in showbiz here, 


-- 


“Joan of Arc” (RKO). 
$5,500 at pop scale. 
“Devil in Flesh” (Indie), $3,400. 

Music Hall (Hamrick) (2,200; 65- 


Solid 


90)—“Pagan Love Song” (M-G) and ‘also getting fair attention. 


Last week, erate totals. 


holding current first-runs to mod- 
“Operation Pacific,” 
at Indiana, is leading grosser, 
with “Flying Missile’ at Loew’s 
“Walk 


“California Passage” (Rep) (2d wk). Softly, Stranger” is below par at 


Okay $7,500. Last week, great | Circle. 


$12,500. 


“At War With Army” is 
\holding up well in a moveover at 


Orpheum (Hamrick) (2,600; 65- Keith's. 


90/\—“‘Storm Warning” (WB) and! 
Slow | 
“Operation 65) — “Walk Softly, 


“Pride Maryland” 
$6,500. Last week, 
Pacific’ (WB) (2d wk), $6,200. 


(Rep). 


Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 50-$1) | (RKO). 


—“Rogue River” (EL) (2d run) 
(Continued on page 22) 


Estimates for This Week 
Circle (Gamble-Dolle) (2,800; 44- 
| Stranger” 
(RKO) and “Man on Eiffel Tower,” 
Slow $7,500. Last week, 
“Storm Warning’ (WB) = and 
'“Bowery Battalion” (Mono), $9,000. 


Denver (Fox) (2.525: 40-80)~— 
“Born Yesterday” (Col) and “Reve- | 
nue Agent” (Col) (2d wk). also 


Esquire. Fine $16,000. Last w 
$20,000. cdtiees 


S ) Cn) io) Esquire (Fox) (742: 40-80)—| 
ISS e | “Born Yesterday” (Col) and “‘Reve- 
3 5 nue Agent” (Col) (2d wk). Also 
| 


Denver. Fine $3,000. Last week, 


| $4,000. 





! Indiana (G-D) (3,200; 44-65)— 
“Operation Pacific” (WB). Strong! Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 40-80)~— 
$10,000 in view of weather, Last | “Vendetta” (RKO) and’ “Double 
week, “At War With Army” (Par) | Deal” (RKO). Nice $15,000. Last 





and “Barbary Pirate” (Indie), sock | week, “Kim” (M-G) and “Hunt 

$14,000. Man Down” (RKO) (2d wk), $11.- 
Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,427; 44-65)— | 500. 

“Flying Missile” (Col) and “Stage|, Tabor (Fox) 1,967; 40-80)—| 

to Tucson” (Col). Fair $9,000. | ‘“Mister Universe” (EL) and | 

Last week, “Kim” (M-G) and ‘Young Lovers” (EL), also Aladdin, 


\“Beauty on Parade” (Col), solid, Webber. Good $5,000. Last week, 
| $13,500. | “Highway 301” (WB) and “Show- 
| Lyric (G-D) (1,600; 50-85)—“Un- down” (Rep), $4,000. 

dercover Girl” (U) with hypnotist! Webber (Fox) (750; 40-80)— 
Jay Zee onstage. Moderate $4,000 ‘Mister Universe” (EL) and 
in 4 days. Last week, “White | “Young Lovers” (EL), also Aladdin, 
Zombie” (U) and “Ghost Walks” | Tabor. Okay $2,000. Last week, | 
(U) (reissues), thin $4,000 at 44-65c | “Highway 301” (WB) and “Show- | 
‘scale, | down” (Rep), $1,700. \ 





| at 
| grosses took sharp dip late in week 
|as result of the cold and snow. 


Palms. “Highway 301” is slippery 
the Madison. Last week's 


Estimates for This Week 
Fox (Fox-Detroit) (5,000; 70-95)— 


|“Mudlark” (20th) and “Border 
Treasure” (RKO). Mild $20,000. 
Last week, “Halls Montezuma” 


(20th) (2d wk), $19,000. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
70-95)—“‘Operation Pacific’ ‘WB) 
and “California Passage’ (Rep), 
Good $25,000. Last week, ‘“‘Woman 
on Run” (U) plus Arthur Godfrey 
Talent Scouts onstage, $22,000. 


Palms (UD) (2,900; 70-95)— 
“At War With Army” (Par) and 
“Second Face” (Indie) (3d wk). 


Okay $10,000 in 5 days. Last week, 
smash $18,000. 

Madison (UD) (1,800; 70-95)— 
“Highway 301” (WB). Oke $12,000. 
Last week, ‘‘Mystery Submarine” 
(U) and “Texan Meets Calamity 
Jane” (Rep), $8,000. 

United Artists (UA) (1,900: 70- 
95)—‘“‘Pagan Love Song” ‘(M-G). 
Slow $8,000. Last week, “Kim” 
(M-G) (3d wk), $7,000. 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 70-95)— 
“Edge of Doom” (RKO) (2d wk). 


| Down to $6,000. Last week, okay 


$9,000. 

Downtown (Balaban) (2.900; 70- 
95)\—“‘Korea Patrol” (EL) and 
“Forbidden Jungle” (EL) (2d wk). 
Down to $4,000. Last week, fair 
$7,000 


‘Kim’ Solid at $17,000, 
K.C.; ‘Helmet’ Hep 146, 
‘Mudlark’ Okay $9,000 


Kansas City, Feb. 6. 
Pace continues brisk here. New- 
comer “Kim” at the Midland 
looms big. “Steel Helmet” is over 





average in three Fox Midwest 
houses, and “Mudlark” is fairly 


steady at the Orpheum. “At War 
With Army” is having a great sec- 
ond week at the Paramount. Mis- 
souri also is okay in second with 
“Operation Pacific.” First sub-zero 
weather of the season crimped 
opening days of current week. 
Estimates for This Week 

Esquire (Fox Midwest) (820; 45- 
60) — “Harvey” (U) (m.o.). Nifty 
$4,000. Last week, “All About Eve” 
(20th) and “Stars in Crown” 
(M-G), 4 days, $1,500. 

Kimo (Dickinson (550; 60-85) — 
“Lost One” (Col). Average $1,- 
500. Last week, “Kind Hearts” 
(EL) (5th wk), $1,200. 

Midland (Loew’s) (3,500; 50-75) 
—‘‘Kim” (M-G) and “Tougher 
They Come” (Col). Solid $17,000. 
Last week, “Great Manhunt” (Col) 
and “Emergency Wedding” (Col), 
slow $10,000. 

Missouri (RKO) (2,650; 50-75)— 
“Operation Pacific’ (WB) and 
“Mark of the Gorilla” (Col) (2d 
wk). Satisfactory $7,500. Last 
week, pleas..nt $13,000. 

Orpheum (Fox Midwest) (1,913; 
50-75)—“‘Mudlark” (20th). Opened 
in frigid weather, but got going 
on weekend for okay $9,000. 
House switches from legit to films. 
Holdover likely. 

Paramount (Tri-States) (1,900; 
50-75) — “At War With Army” 
(Par) (2d wk). Continues smash at 
$10,000, and may stay a few extra 
days. Last week, great $14,000. 

Tower - Uptown - Fairway (‘Fox 
Midwest) (2,100; 2,043; 700; 50-75) 
—"Steel Helmet” (Lip). Topping 
average despite slow start because 
of snow and cold, $14,000. Last 
week, “Harvey” (U), sock $19,000. 


‘Born’ High 206, D. C.; 
Vendetta’ Hot $10,000 


Washington, Feb. 6. 
Cold wave hurt biz along main 
stem over weekend, with sole ex- 
ception of “Born Yesterday” at the 
Warner, which is terrific. “Ven- 
detta,” at RKO Keith’s, is outrid- 
ing the weather to a solid take. 
“At War With Army,” in holdover 
week at Loew's Palace, . shapes 
fancy. 
Estimates for This Week 
Capitol (Loew's) (2,434; 44-90)— 
“Cause for Alarm” (M-G), plus 
vaude. Sluggish $17,000. Last week, 
(Continued on page 22) 
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Frigid Weather, H.0.s Clip Chi B.0.; 
‘Sun Sets’ Dim $13,000; ‘At War’ Plus 
Stage Boff 496, 2d; ‘Born’ 226, 3d 


Chicago, Feb. 6. + 


oop has only two new bills this 
sia and both loom murky. 
Mercury tailspin prior to weekend 
sent last week's big grossers down- 
wards but biz generally is still 
satisfactory. United Artists entry 
of “Sun Sets At Dawn” and “Cali- 
fornia Passage” looks mediocre 
$13,000. Palace reissue bill of 
“Salerno Beachhead” and “Fight- 
ing Sullivans” has light $10,000 in 
sight. 

“At War With Army” and stage- 
show at Oriental is holding to socko include the U. S. amusement 
$49,000 in second turn despite tax. 
frigid weather. Only lightly dented | = 
is “Born Yesterday” with big $22,- | 


000 for third round at Woods. (6 9 i 
“Tomahawk” and Ink Spots in ee eal 
yerson at Chicago is heading for 
Prirly good $27,000 in second . 
In Stormy Hub 


stanza. “Cyrano” continues fast at 
Boston, Feb. 6. 


Selwyn with $13,000. “Halls of 
Montezuema” ended second frame 
Biz‘ontinues along a fairly even 
pace this stanza with holdovers of 





Estimates Are Net 


Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, i.e., 
without the 20% tax. Distribu- 
tors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
came. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, 














at State-Lake with fancy $20,000. 

“Kim” in fourth week at Grand is 

firm $11,000. | 
Estimates for This Week 





Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 55-98) — | “at War With Army” at Met and 
“Tomahawk” (U) plus Ink Spots | «“ffajis of Montezuma” at Memorial 
topping stageshow (2d wk). Okay still strong. Newcomer, “Magnif- 
$27.000. Last week, $50,000. icent Yankee” at State and 
_ Grand (RKO) (1,200; 55-98) —| Orpheum suffered by stormy week 

Kim” (M-G) (4th wk). Big $11,-' but is doing very well. “Steel 


00°. Last week, $12,000. | Helmet” at Paramount and Fen- 





| 


NEW BLIZ HITS CLEVE, 
‘AFFAIR’ DULL $11,000 


Cleveland, Feb 6. 

Another weekend bliz trimmed 
trade here, chopping “September 
Affair’ at State down to a mild 
gross. “Operation Pacific” on sec- 
ond week at Hipp is doing relative- 
‘ly better in a stanza heavy with 
| Stayovers. Liveliest omnes are “At 
| War With Army” in third frame 


| 








Although battered by snow, a 


B way Big Despite Storms, Strikes; 
‘Mister -Kaye Giant 1156, ‘Pacific’ 
Stout 58G, ‘Affair’ Mild at $118,000 


, highest for non-holiday week at 


| at Stillman and Allen’s “Born Yes- cold wave, icy streets, New Jersey | current scale. 


| terday” also in third. 
Estimates for This Week 

| Allen (Warners) (3,000; 55-80)— 
| “Born Yesterday” (Col) (3d wk). 
| Fine $11,000 in 6 days after big 
| $13,000 last week. 

| Esquire (Community) (704; 55- 
| 80)—“Trio” (Par). Oke $4,500. Last 
; week, “Edge of Doom” (RKO) (3d 
| wk), $2,000 in 8 days. 

Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 55-80)— 
i“Operation Pacific’ (WB) (2d wk). 
| Hearty $13,000, following big $17,- 
| 500 last week. 
| Lower Mall (Community) (505; 


| wk). Oke $4,000 after $4,800 last 
| folio. 

Palace (RKO) (3,300; 55-80) — 
“Company She Keeps” (RKO). 
| Lean $9,500. Last week, “Monte- 
zuma” (20th) (2d wk), nice $9,000. 

State (Loew's) (3,450; 55-80) — 
“September Affair’ (Par). Mild 
$11,000. Last week, “Kim” (M-G), 
bright $18,000. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (2,700; 55-80) 
—“At War With Army” s (Par) 
(m.o.) (3d wk). Good $7,000 after 
solid $9,000 for last week. 


‘At War’ Rousing 





bus strike and the creeping rail- 
{way strike, Broadway first-runs 
|are giving a remarkable account of 
| themselves boxoffice-wise this 
| week. Wednesday’s (31) snow- 
storm was followed by sleet and 
‘rain making the following day, 
Thursday, the low point of the 
,week. Theatres such as the Music 
|Hall, which depend to consider- 
‘able extent on commuter trade, 
!also were hard hit the same day 
i'by the New Jersey walkout. Even 
| potential patrons who might have 


7 jused their cars in the absence of, 
55-80)—“‘Bitter Rice’ (Indie) (7th | busses, were afraid to take their 


autos on the slippery streets. Rail- 


iroad strike kept many commuters | 


|in the city, living at hotels. 


| In the face of these handicaps | 


ithe Roxy is doing surprisingly well 
with its stageshow 
Danny Kaye and “Call Me Mister” 
on screen. Terrific $115,000 is in 
prospect although the b.o. was 
hurt opening day by the snow- 
storm and also hit by adverse con- 


headed by | 


| Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
| fellers) (5,945; 80-$2.40)—“Septem- 
| ber Affair’ (Par) with stageshow. 
Despite opening on worst day in 
week last Thursday (1), this is 
managing to wind up at mild $118,- 
000. Solid trade Friday (2) night 
and big weekend partly overcame 
this bad handicap. Holding. Last 
week. “Magnificent Yankee” (M-G) 
and stageshow (2d wk), $100,000. 

Rialto (Mage) (594; 44-98)— 
“Heritage of Desert” (Indie) and 
“Light of Western Stars” (Indie) 
(reissues). Open today (Wed.). Last 
week, “Hitler’s Life and Loves” 
(Indie) (reissue), only lukewarm 
$6.000 or less, and out. 

Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2,092; 60-$1.25) 
—‘‘Second Woman” (UA). Partly 
overcoming severe handicap of 
opening on Thursday (1) to get 
okay $15,000. Holds. In ahead, 
“Mudlark” (20th), down to $8,500 
in final five days of sixth week 
after good $15,000 for fifth frame. 
| Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.75)— 





ditions Thursday (1), the second | “Call Me Mister” (20th) with stage- 
day of run. It is the biggest figure | show headed by Danny Kaye (2d 
at this house in weeks, | wk). Soared to terrific $115,00 in 

Next strongest newcomer is | initial round ended last night 
“Operation Pacific,” with Denise |(Tues.) despite being hurt by 
Darcel, Joey Bishop, Victor Lom-| storm. Long lines Saturday and 
bardo band and others, onstage at | Sunday, however, spelled huge 
the Strand. Combo is headed for|trade over weekend. In ahead, 





Oriental (Indie) (3,400; 55-98)— | 
“at War With Army” (Par) and | 
vaude topped by Cathcart’s Con- | 
tinentals (2d wk). Socko $49,000. 
Last week, $55,000. | 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 55-98) — 
“Salerno Beachhead” (20th) and 
“Fighting Sullivans” (20th) (re- 
issues). Okay $11,000. Last week, | 
“Gambling House” (RKO) and 
“Pride of Maryland” (Mono), 
$10.000, 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 55-98)— 
“Operation X” (Col) and “Stage 
To Tueson” (Col) (2d wk). Light 
$10,000. Last week, $11,500. 

Selwyn (Shubert) (1,000; $1.25- 
$2.40) — “Cyrano” (UA) (3d wk). | 
Biz $13,000. Last week, $15,000. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 55-98) 
— “Halls Montezuma” (20th). 
Finished second week Sunday (3) 
with tall $20,000. Last week, 
$39,000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 55- 
98:—"‘Sun Sets At Dawn” (EL) and 
“California Sunset” (Rep). Average 
$13,000. Last week, ““Man Cheated 
Himself” (20th) and ‘‘Rogue River” 
(EL) (2d wk), $13,500. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,073; 98) — 
“Born Yesterday” (Col) (3d wk). 
Great $22,000. Last week, $30,000. 

World (Indie) (587; 80)—‘Bitter 
Rice” (Indie) (5th wk). Fancy $6,-| 
000. Last week, $6,500. 

Ziegfeld (Lopert) (434; 98) — 
“Great Manhunt” (Col) (2d wk). 
Tidy $4,800. Last week, $5,000. 


‘Affair’ Hotsy $14,000, 
Frisco; ‘Tomahawk’ Big 
166, ‘Helmet’ Fair 186 


San Francisco, Feb. 6. | 
Holdovers are holding up in 
sturdy fashion here this stanza de- | 
Spite adverse weather. Hypoed by | 








way shapes neat. 
Estimates for This Week 
Astor (B&Q) (1,200; 50-95)— 
“Mudlark” (20th) (4th wk). Off to 
—— $6,500 after fair $8,000 for 
ird. 


Beacon Hill (Beacon Hill, Inc.) 
(780; 40-90)—“Bitter Rice’ (Indie) 
(7th wk). Okay $5,000. Last week, 
$5,200. 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 40-85)— 
“Under the Gun” (U) plus Jack 
Carson, Janis Carter, Don Cherry, 
others, onstage. First week of 
stageshows in eight months at this 


| house hurt by miserable weather. 


Fairish $18,000. Last week, “Pre- 
historic Women” (EL) and “Atroc- 
ities at Fort Santiago (Indie), 
okay $14,500. 

Fenway (NET) .(1,373; 40-85)— 
“Steel Helmet” (Lip) and “Finger- 

rints Don’t Lie” (Indie). Fair 

5,500. Last week, “Storm Warn- 
ing’ (WB) and “North Great 
Divide” (Rep), $4,500. 

Majestic (Shubert) (1,100; $1.20- 
$2.40) — “Cyrano” (UA) (4th wk). 
Break in weather should help hold 
to $9,000. Last week, nice $8,500. 

Memorial (RKO) (3,500; 40-85)— 
“Halls Montezuma” (20th) and 
“Texan Meets Calamity Jane” (Col) 
(2d wk). Holding at $18,000. Last 
week, bopped by storm but wound 
with solid $24,500. 

Metropolitan (NET) (4,367; 40- 
85)—“At War With Army” (Par) 
anr “Sierra Passage” (Mono) (2d 
wk). Big $22,000. Storm also hurt 
this one last week but pulled 
great $33,500. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 40-85) 
—“‘Magnificent Yankee” (M-G) 
and “Gasoline Alley” (Col). Plen- 
ty of bally landing neat $19,000. 
Last week, ‘Kim’ (M-G) (2d wk), 
$13,000. 

Paramount (NET) (1,700; 40-85) 
—‘Steel Helmet” (Lip) and 





strong bally, “Tomahawk” is head-| “Fingerprints Don’t Lie” (Indie). | 


‘Pacific’ Loud 146, Buff; 


ing for big session at the Orpheum. | Nice $13,000. Last week, “Storm 
“Steel Helmet” is only fairish at Warning” (WB) and “North Great 


the huge Fox while “Gambling Divide” (Rep), same. 

House” looms mild at Golden Gate. State (Loew's) (3,500; 40-85)— 
Bul “September Affair” looks “Magnificent Yankee” (M-G) and 
smash at St. Francis after a swank | “Gasoline Alley” (Col). Good 


charity preem with personals by | $11,000. Last week, “Kim” (M-G) 
Joseph Cotten and Lizabeth Scott. (2d wk), $9,000. 
‘Operation Pacific’ shapes strong. 


in second Paramount round. ‘Trail’ -Ritter Lusty 146, 





"Estimates for This Week 
_Goden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 60-— 
85)—“Gambling House” (RKO) and | 
‘Call of the Klondike” (Mono). | 
Mild $12,000 or over. st week, | 
‘Korea Patrol” (EL) and “Texan | 
Me>ts Calamity Jane” (Col), $9,500. 
Fox (FWC) (4,651; 60-95)—“Steel 
Helmet” (Lip) and “Bandit Queen” 


Baltimore, Feb. 6. 

Trade here continues fairly 
brisk in spite of several holdovers 
and sharp drop in temperature ac- 
companied by snow. Of new en- 
(Lip). Fair $18,000 or near. Last tries, “Iroquois Trail” tied to per- 
week, “Storm Warning” (WB) and sonals by Tex Ritter and Minnie 
“Bowery Battalion” (Mono), $15,- Pearl, is building a 
009 \figure at 


~"Kim"” (M-G» (8d wk). Down to are okay on ; oldover, with “At 


$1' 000. Last week, stout $14,006.;War With Army” a standout at the «,7,n Cheated Himself” 


_, Paramount (Par) (2,646; 60-85)— | Stanley. 

‘Operstion Pacific’ (WB) (2d wk). | Estimates for This Week 
Strong $15,000. Last week, sock | 
$2° 500. | 70)—""Kim” (M-G) (2d wk). 
>t. Francis (Par) (1,400; 60-85)— | 

Scptember with big $13,200 opener. 
Charity preem 


Affair” (Par) 
scaled at $3-$5. 


Stash $14,000. Last week, “Inheri- | 20-80)—“Iroquois Trail” (Col) plus | 
stageshow headed up by Tex Ritter. | 79;_Prehistoric 


tayo" (Indie) (2d wk), $7,500. 


g-*Pheum (No. Coast) (2,448; 55- Combination of action and hill-|4nq “Second Face” (EL). 
‘5’ —“"Tomahawk” (U) and “Joe Pa- billy stuff pointing to bright $14.- $9 500 
in the Squared all Va Last week, 


(Continued on page 22) 


looka 
(Continued on page 22) 


Balto; ‘War’ Big 136, 2d 


pleasing | 








combo Hippodrome. bee 
Warfield (Loew’s) (2,656; 60-85) Most of last week’s strong entries j yeky” (Indie), $13,200. 


$22,000, St. Loo 


St. Louis, Feb. 6. 

After almost a week of sub-zero 
temperature and several heavy 
snowstorms that badly sloughed 
biz, the weather moderated over 
the weekend. As a result, grosses 
climbed surprisingly fast. “At 
War With Army” which is stand- 
out currently will hit a_ terrific 
total at the Missouri. “Halls of 
Montezuma” also looms okay on 
movecver to the Ambassador, mak- 
ling third stanza downtown. ‘Kim” 
shapes stout in second Loew’s 
round. 

Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (F&M) 
75)—“Halls of Montezuma” (20th) 
(m.o.) and ‘‘Walk Softly, Stranger” 
(RKO) (2d wk). Okay $9,000. Last 
week, “Storm Warning” (WB) and 





“Walk Softly, Stranger” (RKO), 
$6,500. 
Fox (F&M) (5,000; 60-75) — 


“Frenchie” (U) and “Mystery Sub- 
marine” (U). Opened Tuesday (5). 
Last week, “Operation Pacific” 
(WB) and “Woman on Run” (VU), 
mild $12,000. 

| Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; 50-75) — 
“Kim” (M-G) (2d wk). Holding at 
$15,000 following big $19,000 first 
stanza. 


“At War With Army” (Par) and 
“High Lonesome” (EL). Terrific 
$22,000 or near. Last week, ‘Halls 
Montezuma” (20th) and ‘“Emer- 
gd Wedding” (Col) (2d wk), $8,- 
500. 

Shubert (Ind) (1,500; 60-75) — 
“Highway 301” (WB) and “Second 
Face” (EL). Fine $6,000. Last 
week, “Prehistoric. Women” (EL), 
and “Two Lost Worlds” (EL), 
$5,500. 





Prehistoric’ Oke $9,500 


Buffalo, Feb. 6. 
Biz is lagging a bit here this 


(3,000; 60- | 


Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 60-75)— | 


stout $58,000. “Second Woman” 
looks okay $17,000 at Rivoli de- 
spite opening on worst day of ses- 
sion. 

“September Affair’ with stage- 
show, badly slugged by strikes and 
\its having to preem on Thursday, 
lightest day of week, likely will 
wind up with mild $118,000 at 
Music Hall. Pic built after a 
wobbly tee-off. “At War With 
Army” plus Ella Fitzgerald, Har- 
'vey Stone, Boyd Raeburn band on- 
‘stage, is holding at big $88,000 in 
isecond stanza at the Paramount. 
Film got a ctrong lift from two 
|personals by Dean Martin-Jerry 
| Lewis, stars of pic, Saturday (3) 
inight, with long lines for that 
| added feature. 

“The Enforcer” with Lionel 
Hampton band and revue onstage, 
is doing well enough with good 
$45,000 in second Capitol week to 
|win a third frame. “Born Yester- 
day” is pacing the long-runs with 
|great $26,000 in sixth Victoria ses- 
| sion. 

Estimates for This Week 

| Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 55-$1.50) 
_—‘Harvey” (U) (7th wk). Current 
round ending today (Wed.) holding 
| okay at $14,000 or near. Last week, 
/strong $17,000. Holds about two 
_weeks lorger at current gait, but 
|no successor set as yet. 

| Bijou (City Inv.) (589; $1.20- 
 $2.40)\—“Cyrano” (UA) (12th wk). 
'The 11th frame ended last night 
\(Tues.) held steady at $11,000, 
|about same as last week. Con- 
| tinues. 





Capitol (Loew’s) (4,820; 55-$1.50) | 


— “The Enforcer’ (WB) with 
| Lionel Hampton orch, revue on- 
| Stage (2d wk). Initial 
| session ending today (Wed.) hurt 
| by bad weather and new nearby 
competition, with good $45,000 or 
near likely. First week was big 
$62,000, with snowstorm, icy streets 


holdover | 


| “Halls Montezuma” (20th) with Al 
Bernie, iceshow, onstage (4th wk-5 
| days) $35,000. 
| State (Loew’s) (3,450; 55-$1.50)— 
“Steel Helmet” (Lip) (3d wk). Sec- 
ond week ended last night (Tues.) 
|dipped sharply to $12,000 after 
| sturdy $20,000 opening week, be- 
low expectancy. 
| Strand (WB) (2,756; 55-$2)— 
|\“Operation Pacific’ (WB) with 
| Denise Darcel, Joey Bishop, Berry 
| Bros., Victor Lombardo orch on- 
| stage. Heading for stout $58,000 or 
| bit.less. Holds. In ahead, “Dallas” 
|(WB) with Dean Murphy, Betty 
| Bruce, Betty Reilly, others, on- 
| stage (3d wk), $20,000. 

Sutton (R & B) (561; 90-$1.50)— 
| “Trio” (Par) (18th wk). The 17th 
| frame ended Monday (5) was okay 
| $6,400 after $6,500 last week. Con- 


tinues with ‘“Kon-Tiki” (RKO) 
slated to open next. 
Trans-Lux 52d St. (T-L) (540; 


90-$1.50)—“‘Seven Days To Noon” 
(Indie) (8th wk). Seventh session 
ended Sunday (4) fell to $8,000 
after $9,700 last week. Stays on at 
this gait. 
Victoria (City Inv.) (1,060; 95- 
$1.50) -—‘‘Born Yesterday” ( Col) 
(7th wk). Sixth session ended Mon. 
day (5) held to great $26,000 after 
$32,000 last week. Stays on. 


Cold Hurts Cincy; ‘Born’ 
Boffola $14,000, ‘Halls’ 
Hefty 126, ‘Helmet’ 106 


Cincinnati, Feb. 6. 

This week’s swell product array 
was battered by burg’s worst 
freeze and snow in 35 years, yet 
| general score is favorable. ‘‘Born 
Yesterday,” a lusty newcomer in 
Albee, is pacing “Halls of Monte- 
zuma” at Capitol and “Steel Hel- 
met” in Palace. Holdovers “Kim,” 








cutting in. Holds third round, with 
“Vengeance Valley” (M-G) opening 
Feb. 15. | 

Criterion (Moss) (1,700; 50-$1.75) 
— “Company She Keeps” (RKO) 
(2d-final wk). Sagging to around | 


“At War With Army” and “Opera- 
tion Pacific” are par or better. 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,100; 39-75) — 


“Born Yesterday” (Col). Lusty $14,- 


000. Last week, “Operation Paci- 
fic’’ (WB), bright $13,000. 


week. Outstanding of straight-| $6,000 after okay $11,000 opener.| Capitol’ (Mid-States) (2,000: 39- 
filmers is “Operation Pacific,” | “Frenchie” (U) opens Saturday 75) “falls of Montezuma” (20th). 
which is solid at the Paramount. | (10). | Socko $12,000. Last week, “At War 


“Prehisoric Women” looks okay at | 
Century. 
Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Loews) (3,500; 40-70) — 
“Johnny One-Eye” (UA) and Louis | 
Prima orch and stageshow. Fairly | 
good $16,000. Last week, “The' 
Mudlark” (20th) and “Father's | 
Wild Game” (Mono), mild $10,000. | 

Paramount (Par) (3,000; 40-75)—_ 
“Operation Pacific’ (WB). Solid 

14,000. Last week, “Storm Warn- 
(WB) and “Third Time 





(2,100; 40-75) —. 
(20th). 
Fair $7,000. Last week, “Halls of 


Center (Par) 


|Montezuma” (20th) (2d wk), fine 


Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 20- / $7,500 
Main- | 


Lafayette (Basii) (3,000; 40-70)— 


taining nice pace at $9,000 after) «porn Yesterday” (Col) (3d wk). 


Still big at $8,500. Last week, $11,- 


Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 599 


Century (20th Cent.) (3,000; 40-| 


Women” (EL) 
Okay 
Last week, “Gambling 


“Company She poyse” (RKO) and “Modern Mar- 


riage” (Mono), $8,500. 


Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 50-$1.20) | 
— “Mad Wednesday” (RKO) (3d. 
wk). Second week ended last night | 
(Tues.) held fairly well with $9,000 
after good $12,500 opening round. | 
“Sugarfoot” (WB) opens Saturday | 
(10). 

Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 50-. 
$1.20) —“‘Last Gangster” (M-G) and. 
“Big Store” (M-G) (reissues) (2d 
wk). Still big at $14,500. Last. 
week, $19,000. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 55-$1.20)—. 
“Mystery Submarine” (U) with) 
vaude. Shapes fine $21,000 or, 
better. Last week, “Kansas Raid-' 
ers” (U) and vaude, $20,000. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 55-$1.50) 
—“At War With Army” (Par) plus | 
Ella Fitzgerald Harvey Stone, Boyd | 
Raeburn orch, others, onstage (3d. 
wk). Second stanza ended last 
night (Tues.) held surprisingly well 
at big $88,000, with boost from 
personal by Martin-Lewis onstage 
at two shows Saturday (3) night, 
and assist from televising of Gen. 
Eisenhower's speech, Friday night. 


With Army” (Par) (2d wk), swell 
$9,500. 

Grand (RKO) (1,400; 39-75): — 
“Kim” (M-G) (3d wk). Six days. 
Satisfactory $6,000 after solid $9,- 
500 second stanza. 

Keith’s (Mid-States) (1,542; 39- 
75) — “At War With Army” (Par) 
(m.o.) All right $6,000 on third 
downtown week. Last week, 
“Emergency Wedding” (Col), light 


| $4,500 


Palace (RKO) (2,600; 39-75) — 
“Steel Helmet” (Lip). Sturdy with 
$10,000. Last week, “Storm Warn- 
ing” (WB), moderate $9,500. 


W. S. Holman, SDG Settle 


Los Angeles, Feb. 6. 

William S. Holman’s $5,000 
breach-of-contract suit against the 
Screen Directors Guild was 
dropped after an out-of-court set- 
tlement. 

Holman was dropped as execu- 
tive secretary of tl e Guild last July 





| First week was terrific $110,000,| after a disagreement on policy. 
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Ma dale: VARIETY reports ‘Sock gross’’ for N.Y Capitol 


pre- -release that is bringing “Best Business 
since the holidays’’in year’s worst weather! 















Aeery new engagement continues its 
powerful opening pace as general 
release gets under way! li 
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US. Films Follow GI's Into Field 


In Korea as 


Tokyo, Jan. 30. + 


U. S. motion pix, as they did 
during World War H, are following 
the American GI's right into the 
field. In Korea, despite bitter cold | 
and the unwelcome nearness of 
communist armies, UN fighting 
men are entertained at upwards 
of 200 shows nightly throughout 
the combat zone. Films are pro- 
vided by the Army’s Special Serv- 
ices section of Gencral MacArthur's 
Far East Command headquarters 
in Tokvo. 

Attendance at these Army shows 
in Korea averages 500,000 monthly. 
Pix are distributed evenly to all 
UN units, including British, Dutch, 
French and Turkish, as well 
American. Admission throughout 
Korea and in military hospitals in 
J2pan treating wounded fighters is 
free. Profits from military theatres 
elsewhere in the Far East Com- 
mand finance the cuffo entertain- 
ment. Cost has been held down 
by special rental agreement of 3c. 
a head which U. S. distribs have 
oTered for all Army shows in Ko- 
rea. This is considerably lower 
than that for GI theatres elsewhere 
in the Far East, profits from which 
normally go to the soldier’s wel- 
fare fund. 

Earnings from tl.e FEC film divi- 
sion also have paid for 400 new 
16m _ projectors recently ordered 
for the Korean operation. They will 
replace old Signal Corps projectors, 
mostly of World War II vintage. 

Really Cold Air-Conditioning 

Most Korean shows are al fresco 
in the areas occupied by combat 
troops. Customers sit on boxes, 
crates or improvised benches and 
pay little attention to the sub- 
freezing weather, probably. the 
most brutally efficient air-condi- 
tioning ever devised for theatre 
patrons. Troops in rear’ supply 
xreas usually have the luxury of a 


aS 


mess hall or other enclosure for 
their nightly shows. ‘Great popu- 
larity of screen product partly 


stems from the fact that they are 
virtually the only form of enter- 
tainment available in Korea. 

Far East Command receives four 
new releases a week for the 325 
GI theatres it operates throughout 
Japan, Okinawa, Guam and the 
Philippines. Operation is big biz, 
with total attendance in 1950 of | 
approximately 15,500,000 at a top 
admission tab of 30c. Both 35m | 


and 16m prints are distributed. | 
of | 
to | 


Four narrow gauge prints 
each new release are flown 
Korea so troops there get the 
same screen fare. In addition, a 
library of 400 to 500 prints is main- 
tained at a central supply point 
in Korea so that units in the field 
can stock up with enough oldies 
for a show each. night. In and 
around Pusan and other rear areas, 
pix travel a regular circuit with 
a four to five week playoff. 

‘Korean operation is managed by 
John H. Gillhouse of Los Angeles, 
field rep for the FEC motion pic- 
ture division. Director in Tokyo 
is Lawrence E. Ady. Entire FEC 
Special Services setup is bossed by 
Brig. Gen. Paul B. Kelly. 


‘Blondes’ Film 


| 














Continued from page 3 ae 
with Col pending receipt of 20th’s 
final offer. 

Cohn is anxious to have the 
property to star Judy Holliday, who 
is currently winning hit grosses 
in the film repeat of her dumb- 
bionde role in the iegiter “Born 
Yesterday.” Darryl F. Zanuck, 
2Jih production boss, is understood 
desirous of getting “Gents” as a 
vehicle for Betty Grable, who has 
recuested it. 

On the other hand, Par is report 
ediy going to waive its preemptive 
richts because of casting. Betty 
Hutton, who would be the lot's nat- 
ural tor the role, is said to h ve ex- 
pressed an aversion to it. 

Legiter is in its 61st week of a 
tremendously profitable engage- 
ment at the Ziegfeld, N. Y. Box- 


oilice receipts at $6 top have to-. 
Profit has been | 


talled $2,822.500. 


$360,000 on an_ investment. of | 
$20,000. 
Carol Channing, who stars, is 


tied up by Levin and Smith until 
the middie of 1952... Expectation 
is that the show will run to at 
least next June on Broadway and 
very likely beyond that. Then it 
will tour, which is why the pro- 
ducers are anxious to push off the 
picture release as long as poss.ble. 


in Last World War 


20th Finishes ‘Decision,’ 





Ready to Start on ‘Rat’. 


Munich, Jan. 30. 

Production on the third 20th-Fox 
pic made in postwar Germany, “De- 
cision Before Dawn” is now fin- 
ished and film is now in the cutting 
room, 

Pic was produced by Anatole 
Litvak and Frank McCarthy, with 
Litvak directing. McCarthy is now 


planning to film a story of the for- | 
mer German Africa campaign gen- | 
is tenta- | 


eral, Erwin Rommel. It 
tively titled “Desert Rat.” 


Disney Picks Dick Todd 
As Lead in ‘Robin Hood’; 
Into Production, May 1 


London, Feb. 6. 

Perce Pearce, the Disney pro- 
ducer, who is in London finalizing 
arrangements for filming “Robin 
Hood,” has signed Richard Todd 
for the title role in addition to 
Robert Newton, who will play Friar 
Tuck. Screen tests start in a few 
days for a British actress to por- 
tray Maid Marion. To be lensed in 
Technicolor, film is to be directed 
by Ken Annakin and goes into pro- 
duction at Denham May 1. Loca- 
tion work will be partly in Sher- 
wood Forest, the authentic setting 
for “Robin Hood,” and some in the 
New Forest. 

Shooting schedule is expected to 
continue until September with two 
units working simultaneously. Walt 
Disney is due in London this sum- 
mcr and will take an active part in 
the final production stages. Apart 
from Pearce, entire crew and cast 
will be British. 

The last Disney British venture, 
“Treasure Island,” had an Amer- 
ican director and star in addition 
to Pearce, who was the producer. 
The frozen earnings of that picture 
and “Cinderella,” together with 
some of RKO’s iced balances, will 
be used to finance this film which 
will have a budget substantially 
over $1,200,000. 








New Rank Prod. Process 
Clears Up Backgrounds 


London, Feb. 6. 


A new production process which 
is designed to give greater back- 
ground clarity has been perfected 


by the J. Arthur Rank Organiza- | 


tion. It is the Travelling Matte 
Process, which, to an immeasurable 
extent, supersedes the present 


method of back projection, but al- | 


lows also for more variety and 
‘scope in production “tricks.” Trav- 
elling Matte Process uses a special 
beam-splitter camera which records 
on two rolls of film at once, one 
making a normal image and the 
other a pure silhouette. 
essary background is later com- 
bined with these two films in the 
lab, and the whole is blended into 
a finished composite which has per- 
fect clarity and unusual depth of 
focus, 


Experimental film demonstrated | 


by the Rank Organization conirasis 
the clarity obtained as against the 


former back projection method, A . 


small coin held by the camera man 
immediately in front of his camera 


Was reproduced on the screen with | 


perfect definition against a clear 


background. A closeup of a wrist- | 
Watch against a railway station was | 


also achieved without any blurring. 


The Travelling Matte system al- | 
ready has been used on a small | 
number of British productions, in- | 


cluding 20th-Fox’s “No Highway,” 
ABPC’s “Laughter in Paradise” 


and Korda’'s “Cry of Beloved Coun- 


try.” It's also available for use by 
Hollywood, but for the time being 


can be processed only at the Den- | 


ham labs. The equipment, how- 


ever, is available for transportation 


with a unit on short notice. 





Austrian Exhib Tax Squawk 
Vienna, Jan. 30. 


The Kultur Groschen (a tax on | 
film theatre tickets for legit sub- | 


sidies) is being used for all sorts 
of payments excepiing royaities. 
This fact is contained in a pro- 
| test, lodged by the Austrian Au- 
_ thors League at the Ministry of 
, Education. Grand total which the 
producers owe is nearly $10,000. 


The nec- | 


U.S. Pix Lead in Israel 


Tel Aviv, Jan. 30. 

Playing time given by Israel cin- 
emas in key-cities to films during 
the year 1950 was highly favorable 
to the American distribs. 

All U. S. companies obtained 
73.3°o of all the playing time in 
the country. Other countries in or- 
der of importance were Great Brit- 
ain, 6.3°¢; Russia, 4.3°0; Yiddish 
picture, 4.2°¢; France, 4°c; Italy, 
2.8%; Hungary, 1.30; and 
raeli, 1°c. 


Safety Film To 
Cut Brit. Costs 


London, Jan. 30. 

The introduction of safety film 
which is expected to become fairly 
general by midsummer may save 
British theatre owners a repair bill 
of approximately $30,000,000. A 
new set of safety regulations drawn 
up by the Home Office have been 
put on the shelf until the end o 
this vear and will be reexamined 
after experts have had an oppor- 
tunity to examine workings of 
safety stock. 

In contrast to meeting this enor- 
mous repair bill, the entire indus- 
try will, between them, have to 
share approximately an additional 


} 





$1,000.000 annually to meet the 
extra cost of safety film. Against 
this increase, however, must be 


reckoned the possible reduction in 
insurance premiums paid by dis- 
tributoers, and the lower transport 
costs made possible via use of less 
expensive packing. 

Reported that it will take at 
least two or three years before the 
complete switchover from nitrate 
to safety stock is effected, and 
Home Office action will probably 
be governed by this timetable. 
Technical experts believe that the 
government department will be 
prepared to settle for alterations 
which w@uld cost only a minor 
fraction of the original $30,000,000 
reported to have been put on ex- 


hibs. Saving clause will insure 
that these modified terms are con- 
ditional on the use of nonflam 
stock 

One apparent effect would be 
elimination of the use of many 


oldies, particularly on Sunday bills, 
unless reprinted on safety 
Present shortage of raw material 


may limit the number that could 
be reprinted. Believed that dis- 
tribs would take all protective 


measures to see that their reissues 
are not barred from playdates. 


‘Roberts’ Scores in Paris 


On Preem; Stars Dauphin 


Paris, Feb. 6. 

In an exemplary presentation, 
“Mister Roberts” opened at the 
| Theatre des Verieties vesterday 
‘(Mon.) to an enthusiastic recep- 
tion. Marcel Duhamel adapted 
from the Joshua Logan-Thomas 
Hegzen original. 

Play stars Claude Dauphin, who 
is supported by a fine cast. First- 
|nighters enjoved the Yenk humor 
,;and frequently applauded. 








British Exhib Into Aussie 


Svdney, Jan. 30. 
Max Corne, British exhib, has 
| bought out Otto Camphain’s loop 
at Katoomba and other vacation 
spots in the Blue Mountains zone. 

Corne moves in Feb. 16, placing 
‘his two sons in charge. 








Current London Shows 


(Figures show weeks of run) 
London, Feb. 6. 

“Accolade,” Aldwych (22). 

“Blue for Boy,” His Majesty's (10) 

“Carousel,” Drury Lane +35). 

| “Cocktail Party,” New (40), 

| “Dear Miss Phoebe,” Ph'nix (17). 

! 

| 


“Dish Ran Away,” Vaude (32). 
“Fol de Rols,” St. Martin’s +5). 
“Follies Bergere,” Hipp (70). 
“Gay Invalid,” Garrick (2). 
“His Excellency,” Piccadilly (37). 
“Holly and Ivy.” Duchess (39). 
| “Home & Beauty,” Wyndh'm:19). 
| “King Rhapsody,” Palace (72). 

| “Knight's Madn’ss,”” Vic. Pal. (47). 
| “Lace on Petticoat,” Ambass. (8). 
“Little Hut,” Lyric +24), 
“Pt. Depariure,” York's (6). 
“Reluctant Heroes,” W'tch’ll 
“Ringe Round Moon,” Gl'be 
“Seagull's Sorrento,” Apo'lo 
“2d Tanqueray,” Haymark't 
“Take It Form Us,” Adelphi (14). 
“to Dorothy a Son,” Savoy (11). 
“Who Is Sylvia.” Criterion (15) 
“Will Any Gent,” Strend +22). 
“Worm's View,” Comedy (198), 


(21) 

(45°. 
(34), 
(23). 


Is- | 


stock. | 








‘Mexico’s C. of C. Group 


| Asks More Tourist Aid | that 


Mexico City, Jan. 30. 
Asserting that tourist trade is far 


in front as a money producer for’ prominent film financing organiza- 


, Mexico, the confederation § of 
‘Chambers of Commerce has asked 
President Miguel Aleman to 
pand the government's 
for attracting and catering to vis- 
itors. Better railroad, sea and air 
transportation, hotel and restaurant 
aecommodations, guides and a big- 
ger war on those who profiteer at 
the visitors’ expense are urged. 
The Confederation told the presi- 
dent that a gross of more than 


eXe | 
program | 


Prod. Shutdown by One Film Co., Folds 
By Two Others Stir West Germany 


° Frankfurt, Jan. 30. 


Western Germany's biggest pro- 
duction company announcement 
further production is no 
longer’ assured, the third biggest 
‘distributor's filing of bankruptcy 
and folding of one of the most 


tions, represent a _ serious crisis 
in the local film industry. An- 
nouncement by Real Film, of 


Hamburg, on its shutdown was a 
shock to the industry. All em- 
plovees connected with productio. 
will be fired as of Feb. 3, the date 
when Real’s latest film is expected 
to be completed. Action reported- 


‘ly was taken because further pro- 


$117,580,000 vearly is already a fact | 


for Mexico via tourism. Also that 


with further improved facilities, the | 


annual take will be at least 


doubled. 


Small Portuguese Film 


Importers Get More $1; 
Costa Rica Exhib Pact 


Washington, Feb. 6. 
Small film importers have been 





cut a larger slice of the dollar 
melon in Portugal. While the same 
$600,000 is permitted for remit- 


tance to the U. S.. a deal has been 
worked out whereby the small com- 
panies, which had been allowed 
only $66.000, wilk now be permit- 
ted to remit $102.000 annually of 
their earnings in Portugal, reports 
Nathan D. Golden, director of the 


' after 


duction beyond that date is not as- 
sured. 


Real Film, with 20 films pro- 
duced, is the biggest company in 
western Germany. There are only 
three other companies which pro- 
duced 10 or more films since the 
war's end. Action came two wecks 
Omnium Film, of Duessel- 
dorf, third ranking distributor, an- 
nounced bankruptcy. Understood 
the reason for this was Omnium’s 


| heavy commitments with new Ger- 


‘about $120,000 for each 


| dition, 


Commerce Department motion pic- | 


tures-photographic 
sion. Small importers 


products divi- 
protested 


that large companies were getting | 


all the dollar gravy. U. S. com- 
panies okayed the larger share of 
dollars for the indies. 

Golden also .eported on the fol- 
lowing: 

Spain: During first 11 months 
last year, 56 import licenses for 
features were awarded to produ- 


cers of 35 Spanish films. In addi- ! 


tion, enough other foreign pictures 
were imported, because of avail- 
able dollars, to make a total of 
' 84 during the first half. Spanish 
, producers get import permits as a 
bonus for domestic production. 
They sell the permits to foreign 


‘film companies and use the pro-' 


ceeds in making their own pictures 
in Spain. 
Costa Rica: New agreement has 


been reached between the Central | 
Bank of Costa Rica and film exhib- : 


itors. Imported pictures are to be 
subjected to the normal 
charges, plus a 5° income tax and 
a 10° exchange surtax. These ex- 
tra taxes are deductible fron. the 
gross amounts remittable to for- 
eign producers on their rental earn- 
ings. 








} 
RKO—W-K 
Re Continued from page 5 = 


!require the 18 months. This obvi- 
‘ously means that RKO tmust step 
up its studio activity. : 











Financing deal calls for the banks | 


to make available any tunds which 


are required, but the total amount | 


is not likely to go above $8.000,000, 
it’s understood. Both Ned E. De- 


pinet, RKO prexy, and Harry Wat- | 
| kins, v.p. of Bankers, have returned 


| to N. Y. from the Coast after nego- 
| tiating meetings with RKO topper 
{Howard Hughes and _ his 


Loans will be protected by RKO's 
| $40,000,000 in general corporate 
assets, with no collateral 


,form of specific liens. Firm has no 


l ' aides, | 
« Noah Dietrich and Tom Slack. 

National Film as an adviser. 
in the! 


significant liabilities or obligations | 


| oulstanding. 

| W-K pact with the same banks 
makes available about $5.000,000 in 
production money over a one-year 
period. Terms have been ayreed to 


and final papers now are being 
|drawn by attorneys. 
| Banks will provide W-K_ with 


60° of the production costs and 


, the balance, in the form of second | 


and completion 


| come from RKO. 


financing, will 
W-K loans carry 
an interest rate reported at 5c. 

Interest in the RKO deal is said 
| to be considerably lower. It is un- 
derstood to be about 3°; 
amounts actually borrowed, with no 
jcommitment fee, 


, face. 


customs | 


_ Financing Company. 


man productions. 
that Omnium 


It was reported 
has guaranteed 
of three 
new German films, but grossed 
less than that for all three. In ad- 
Omnium was unable to 
meet certain contractual. obliga- 
tions with Associated British 
Pathe, Ltd., and Eagle-Lion ‘runs 
here under the name of Eagle- 
Gamma). 

The Hamburg announcement was 
preceded by the folding of the 
Film Finanzring Gesellschaft which 
is a respectable financing outfit, 
backed by local private capital. The 
company, which liberally financed 
North German producers was re- 
ported to have received only minor 
back payments on its credits. 


All banks now retuse to grant 
such credits. Besides the prob- 
lem of uncertain credit repay- 


ments, there also was the problem 
of certain banks granting credi(s 
which led them into heavy debt. 
These developments appear to be 
the heaviest blow yet suffered by 
the slowly reviving pix industry. 
Excessive outlays for costly pro- 
duction also was one factor in 
banks refusing loans. Real Film, 
for instance, spent almost $400,000 
for its musical “Third from Right” 
or twice the average production 
cost. It is also known that Ger- 
many'’s second biggest producer, 
Junge Film Union, similarly from 
Hamburg, had been running into 
financial difficulties for over a 
vear. 

Monopolies Also Seen As Threat 

Another threat to the indepen- 
dent producers is seen in the pos- 
sibility that the remaining finan- 
ciers, generally big industrialists, 
might revive forbidden monopolies, 
patterned on the Nazi state owned 
UFA combine. Such a group al- 
ready has been founded in the 
Ruhr state of North Rhine-West- 
phalia, where industrialists and the 
state teamed up with former UFA 
executives and formed a_ Film 
Headed by 
Alfred Greven, director for UFA 
interests in France during the war, 
as general manager, the company 
points towards a new stale-in- 
fluenced combine. 

Best tip-off of this trend is the 
division of the basic $476,000 capi- 
tal. National Film, a_ syndicate 
headed by Greven, the North 
Rhine-Westphalia state, and an- 
other bank each hold $119,000 
worth of shares. Also reported 
that Max Winkler, righthand firm 
man of propaganda minister Josef 
Goebbels, is now on the payroll of 
Lud- 
wig Klitzsch, former general man- 
ager and Altred Hugenberg, former 
founder of UFA, are reportedly 
working through Winkler. 

With the production-distribution 
problem thus assured, western of- 
ficials fear that outfit might try to 
grab UFA assets, which include 18 
of the best of 40 UF A-owned thea- 


tres, decreed to be auction. That 
would complete the circle, and 
would) mean competition which 


minor producers ‘who are the p'a- 
jority in Germany) could not long 
Other bad news for pro- 
ducers was an announcement by 
the UPA liquidation committee that 
it would stop auctioning UFA films 


‘some 200 were still to be sold) 


on the | 


and would release them by a new 
distribution company set up by the 


i committee, 
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Not Starting Any New Pix, Rank Has 
§ in Production, 5 Ready for Exhibs 


London, Feb. 6. 


Although not initiating produc- 
tion, the J. Arthur Rank Organiza- 
tion will have, a substantial lineup 
of British films during the coming 
months. Besides “The Dark Man” 
and “Blackmailed,” which: are cur- 
rently showing here, eight films are 
in various stages’ of production, 
four trom Ealing. Rank also ‘has 
three others just completed. 

The productions completed are 
“The Adventurers,” which was 
fAlmed mainly on location in the 
Transavaal -with Dennis Price 
starred: Anthony Asquith’s screen 
adaptation of “The Browning Ver- 
sion.” with Michael Redgrave, Jean 
Kent and Nigel Patrick; and “Night 
Without Stars,” with David Farrar 
and Nadia Gray topping the cast. 

Now in production at Pinewood 
are “Hotel Sahara,” ‘with Yvonne 
de Carlo; ‘White Gorridors,” star- 
ving Googie Withers, and “Valley 
of the Eagle,” now on tocation in 
Scandinavia. Jack Warner, John 
\icCallum and Nadia Gray play 
leads in “Valley.” A new Betty 
Box picture, “Appointment With 
Venus,” now in preparation, will 
be made under the new three-way 
production scheme which the Film 
Finance Corp. announced last 
week 

First of the Ealing productions 
will be “Pool of London,” which 
opens in the West End Feb, 22. It 
will be followed by “Lavender Hiil 
\lob.” which stars Alec Guinness. 
ilarry Watt is now on location in 
Kenya for Ealing with “No Vul- 
tures Ely,” 
studio floor is “Man in the White 
Suit.” also starring Guinness. Fu- 
ture productions planned at Ealing 





+— 


while currently on the | 


are “Brandy for the Parson,” “Gen- | 


tle Gunman,” “Secret Peop'le,” 


“Road to Nowhere” and “His Ex-. 


cellency.” 


Arg. Exhibs Eye Array 
Of Top U. S. Films At 


Uruguay Fest Enviously 


Buenos Aires, Jan. 30. 
The opening of the film festival 
at Punta del Este, over in Uru- 
guay, in February is focusing the 
atlention 
film industry toppers on the Uru- 
guayan beach community. 





connected with the film biz here | 


Many . ; | 
Many | only two private stations would be | Pic, practically bars Mexican films 


' 


‘Pygmalion’ London Run 


Barred by Executors 


London, Feb. 6. 

Production of George Bernard 
Shaw’s “Pygmalion,” which con- 
cluded a short run at the Embassy, 
Swiss Cottage, last night (Mon.), 
has been barred from the West End 
by the Incorporated Society of 
Composers, Authors & Playwrights, 
who act as the late author’s lit- 
erary executors. It had been in- | 
tended to switch the production | 
to the Westminster theatre. 

The ban has been imposed be- | 
cause arrangements have already 
been made for a number of Shaw’s 
plays during the next few months, 
for which permission was obtained | 
many months ago. It was felt un- 
desirable to have too many of his 
plays in the West End at the same 
time. Scheduled revivals include 
“Man and Superman,” ‘Caesar and | 
Cleopatra,” “Capt. Brassbound’s | 
Conversion” and “The Applecart.” 





Japs Sponsored 


Radio Due Soon 


Tokyo, Jan. 30. | 

Japan’s long-awaited commercial ! 
radio, which has been in the “for- | 
mulative” stage for the last five 
years, may get under way this sum- | 
mer, according to latest predictions | 
in the industry. But recent devel- | 
opments indicate the advent of the. 
new medium will not be marked by 
the competitive free-for-all that} 
most observers forecast when the | 


|authorizing legislation was passed 


of all Latin American, 


are going to Uruguay to join in) 


ihe jamboree. 
dustry officially will not be repre- 
sented, but execs hope to persuade 


The Argentine in- | 


last summer. The Radio Regula- | 
tory Commission, body formed to} 
govern the use of Nip air waves, | 
had received 70 applications for li- | 
censes by end of 1950. Agency 


tossed out all petitions last month | 
and called for new applications to | 


conform to broadcasting standards | 
adopted in December. Only 18 new: 
applications had been,received by | 
the Jan. 10 deadline. 

Reason lies in the fact that the | 
RRC announced in December that , 


licensed in Tokyo for the time be- | 
ing, with one eack in Osaka and | 


, about seven other large cities, mak- | 


the international film personalities | 


attending to visit here before re- 
turning home. : 

Joaquin Rickard, 
the Motion Picture Producers Assn. 
of America in Latin America, went 
to Uruquay to meet the important. 
Hollywood contingent 
the festival. The U. S. pix to be 
shown are “All About Eve,” “Har- 
vey.” “Cyrano,” “Sunset Boule- 
vard” and “Treasure Island,” all 
films that 


representing | 


attending | 


ing 10 to 11 for all Japan. Problem 
here is that Broadcasting Corp. of , 


| Japan, nation’s present monopoly 


web, operates 114 stations in its 
two nets, coupled with the fact that 
AM stations in Japan must broad- 
cast on wide channels because of 


Bulgarian Legit Plans 
40 Russian Plays in ’51 
; Sofia, Jan. 30. 


be shown in Bulgarian legitimate 


| son, it was officially announced. 
| The program of the Bulgarian Na- 


| tional Theatre calls for the pro-' 
duction of 61 plays for the season, ° 
of which 13 will be classical Rus- | 


Sian plays while 27 plays will 
represent contemporary Soviet the- 
atrical productions. 

This compares to a total of 23 
Russian and  Soviet.. plays in 
1947-48. se 


US. Distribs See 
Aussies Easing 
Money Freeze 


Sydney, Jan. 30. 

Possible visit by World Bank 
execs to the Aussie zone this year 
has raised the hope of some dis- 
tribs and importers of U. S. talent 
that there may be a decided easing 
on dollar restrictions within the 
next few months. 





| The visit follows that $100,000,- 


000 loan recently floated by Aussie 
, Prime Minister Robert G. Men- 
zies. They want to review the Aus- 
sie financial setup operating under 
the current liberal government, 
and the dollar freeze in particular. 

U. S. distributors feel that such 

a huge loan should do away with 
the current 50° freeze. They hope 
to be able to get at least 75% of 
their frozen coin back to the U. S. 

Buyers of U. S. talent say with 
a dollar takeaway ease more top 
Yank stars could be enticed to do 
Aussie tours. 


$100 Per Film Rap On 
Mex Pictures Seen As 





Boost for Native Prod. 


Mexico City, Jan. 30. 

| Shrewd showmen here do not 
share the alarm the pic trade gen- 
erally feels about the 1°72 per lineal 


foot duty on films that the U. S.! 


now imports. The popular belief 
is that this hike by the U. S. 
treasury, an average of $100 per 


from U. S. screens. 
Smart producers believe the im- 


They contend that costlier export- 
ing to the U. S. will limit the 


The number of Soviet plays to | 


theatres will be increased this sea- | 


Too Many H.0.s Slow West End Biz: 


( 





‘Shoes’ Tops Israel’s 


B.0.; ‘Belinda’ Big 2d 


Tel Aviv, Jan. 30. 

“Red Shoes’ (EL) was the big- 
gest boxoffice success.in Israel in 
1950, with 12 weeks at capacity 
| houses. here. Second big grosser 
| was “Johnny Belinda” (WB), which 
| played 11 weeks in Tel Aviv. Third 
'was Russia’s pro-Soviet “Fall of 
' Berlin.” 


getting capacity, were “Sword in 
Desert”..4U), “Hamlet” (U), ‘“Car- 
negie Hall’ (UA), “Third Man” 
(SRO), “Madame Bovary” (M-G), 
'“Three Musketeérs” (M-G), “The 
Heiress” (Par) and “Letter from 
Unknown Woman” (U). 


Flu Bopping 
| Spanish Biz 


| 
Madrid, Jan. 30. 

Attendance at cinemas and other 
theatres has slumped sharply here 
and in the provinces because of the 
|spread of the flu epidemic, First 
blow was sustained by the north 
| provinces, with 4,000 declared eases 
,of influenza in San Sebastian, 
‘alone. There showbiz came to a 
_ virtual standstill for teuring com- 
|panies since they had so 
actors out sick, and no people at- 
tending the theatre. 

Declared cases of flu in Madrid 
now total about 25,000 with 500 
deaths since Christmas. The thea- 
| tres are kept open and under stud- 
ies are working hard. But nearly 
every day, two or three theatres 
/announce via the radio that they 
are not giving the matinee or night 
performances because too many. in 
| the cast are on the sick list. 
Carnival time which is usually 
_the best period for showbiz, but 
‘this year attendance is less than 


| half of what it was last season. 








| Cheap Arg. Peso Bars 


port duty hike will prove a boon. ' 


Madriguera, Cab Dates 


Buenos Aires, Jan. 30. 


Other toppers, in order of" biz-: 


many | 


market, with exporters now only 
able to afford shipping better prod- 
uct. These observers say that will 
| work out okay for Mexican pix, 
since it will prevent the shipping 


There is some disappointment 
/among pop music lovers here over 
| the news that no Argen ine impre- 
sario has been able to meet the 


‘into U. S. of any but first-class 


poor selectivity of most Nipponese 
receivers. - 
In Tokyo, four large concerns | 


‘which originally applied for sep-| 


exhibitors here would, 


like showing instead of old reis- | 


sucs. Formerly these oldies were 
distributed mainly to lesser nabe 
theatres, but now they are helping 
to keep the first runs operating. 

These reissues have produced 
some curious results. 
“Adventure” (M-G), 
when first released two or more 
years ago. 
Ideal, on a, double bill, 
S’ossed much better than 
first time out: 
one of the batch of 17 pictures im- 
ported, by United Artists as capi- 
tal investment in 1950, is proving 
sock, Although it had stayed on 
the sereen during most of Au- 
gust, September and October, it 
has been revived for a run at the 
Normandie. 


London Legit Bits | 


“South Pacific,” which follows 
“Carousel” at the Drury Lane, is 
not expected to be staged by 
Prince Littler before the fall, as 
he fully expects the latter show, 
despite its slow start, to stand up 
“ell tor the summer as a Festival 
°! Britain attraction. ..“The. Mad- 
of Chaillot” opens at St. 
Feb. 15.. H. M. Tennent’s 
production at the Haymarket 
theatre, replacing the revival of 
need Second Mrs. Tanqueray,” is 

‘ed “Pennies for a Song” and is 
sCded for early February, with 
sens 4d Sire, Marie Lohr, Alan 
Prod ond Yenys R’~ lock starred. 
‘rook will produce. 


it did 





woman 
! 


’ 
"ales 


new 


Peter ] 


For instance, | 
did mildly | 


Now at the downtown | 
it has) 


“Champion” (UA), | 


arate broadcasting licenses an- 
nounced this week they had pooled 
their plans and would operate. 
jointly a single station if their new | 
application is approved. Firms are 
the city’s three largest newspapers, 
Asahi, Mainichi and Yomiuri, and 
the nation’s largest advertising | 
agency, Dentsu. It wi'l be named. 


‘Radio Tokyo, 





Al Margolies Launches. | 


Ist of British TV Pix. 
London, Jan. 30. | 

Production started this week at 
Merton Park studios on the first of 
three in a series of 52 TV films, 
planned by Albert Margolies, of | 
New York. Production is being 
carried out in association with the | 
Film Producers Guild. Two of the 
first three are being directed by 


| Harold Purcell; third will be done 


by Ken Hughes. An Anglo-Ameri- | 
can cast is being used, it being | 
planned to have the three films 
cut and edited by the end of Feb- 
ruary. 

The series, which is being lensed 
under an overall title, “The Eyes,” 
is being filmed on 16m _ Koda- 
chrome, using a new combined film 
and TV technique designed to slash 
shooting schedules. Margolies re- 
turns to N. Y. early in March with 
the first three films, and is due 
back in May to supervise the com- 
pletion of the series, also to be 
done in association with the “idm 
Producers Guild. It is planned to 
offer the pix to the British Broad- 
casting Corp. tor British TV as well 


,as to American outlets. \ 


‘on his return from N. Z. last week 





films, and that only the cream of 
Mexican product would be played | 
in America. 

Optimists are convinced this will | 
benefit Mexico with more coin and | 
greater cinematographic prestige. | 


Towers Sees B’dcasting 
As Competitive Setup 


. London, Feb. 6. 
The rejection by the Beveridge 
Committee of broadcasting on 


sponsored radio for Britain was 
discussed by Harry Alan Towers 





when he spoke at a meeting of the 
Incorporated Advertising Managers 
Assn. The interests for and against 
sponsored radio, he thought, were | 





‘about even, but in his view, good 
| broadcasting 


was 


a commercial system. ~° | 

If the British newspapers in the | 
1920’s had followed the view of 
the press in other parts of the) 
world, that they could not stop 
commercial radio and so would go 
in for it themselves, he thought 
there would have been commercial | 
radio in Britain long ago. 

Towers, who is chief of Towers | 
of London, said the present cross- 
frontier commercial broadcasting 
at Luxembourg was a big factor 
and might grow into a larger one. 
Mis own organization supplied two- 
thirds of the programs to adver- | 
iisers who used that station. Many 
of the advertisers were using the 
programs as an investment rather 
than as a true retutn for money 
spent. | 


coin demands of Enric Madriguera 
and Cab Calloway for a visit to Ar- 
gentina on their South American 
tours. Both are playing in Uru- 
guay this month. 

The Argentine currency is so 
low in ratio to the dollar that im- 
portation of North American acts 
of this type becomes increasingly 
difficult. On the other hand, Uru- 
guayan currency: is gradually ris- 
ing. In addition, the Uruguayan 
government itself guaranteed the 
booking of the two U. S. bands as 
added attractions for Uruguayan 
beach resorts. 

Argentine composers hope to 
benefit to some extent by the Cal- 
loway and Madriguera treks south, 
since they believe they can per- 
suade the two band leaders to pop- 
ularize some of their tures. Rich 
Argentines still manage to get over 
to the Uruguayan beach resorts for 


guay. 


Olivier to Do ‘Anthony,’ 


‘Caesar’ at British Fest 


Londcn, Jan. 30. 


As his contribution to the Fes- 
tival of Britain, Sir waurence Oli- 
vier is to present Shakespeare’s 
“Anthony and Cleopatra” and 
George Bernard Shav’s “Caesar 
and Cleopatra.” In both, Vivien 
Leigh will appear as Cleopatra. 
Olivier will play the malc leads in 
both. 

“Caesar” will open 
James May 10, while 





at the St. 
“An.heny” 


will start the following week. Sub- 
sequently the two plays will go into 
the repertoire. 


‘Point’ Boff $5,600, 4 Days, ‘Drive’ 
4G; ‘Cinderella’ Goo 


d 76 in 6th 


London, Feb. 6. 


West End film business has taken 
a noticeable decline recently. Most 
of the holdovers from the Christ- 
mas holiday period continue, but 
at lower. figures, and the ney bills, 
with one or two exceptions, do lit- 
tle more than average biz. ? 

“Samson and Delilah,” now solo 
at the Carlton, finished sixth week 
with near $10,000. “King Solo- 
mon’s Mines” with stageshow end- 
ed its run at the Empire with $16,- 
500 in seventh week. “All About 
Eve” was down to $8,500 in seventh 
session at Gaumont. “Cinderella,” 
too, dipped to near $7,000 in sixth 
round at Prince of Wales. 

ftrongest newcomer is “Break- 
ing Point” with powerful $5,600 in 
opening weekend at the Warner. 
“711 Ocean Drive” looks over $5,- 
500 in first at London Pavilion. 
“Grounds for Marriage’ was mod- 
est $3.000 in initial Ritz week. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Carlton (Par) (1,128; 65-$1.60)— 
| “Samson Delilah” (Par) (6th wk). 
Strong at near $10,000. Stays about 
four more weeks. 

Empire (M-G) (3,099; 50-$1.60)— 
“King Solomon’s Mines” and stage- 
show (7th-final wk). Healthy $16,- 
500. “Kim” (f-G) in next. 

Gaumont (CMA) (1,500; 45-$1.60) 
—‘‘All About Eve” (Fox) (7th wk). 
Dipped somewhat to round at $8,- 
500. “Blackmailed” (GFD) opened 
Feb. 1. 

Leicester Square Theatre (CMA) 
(1,753; 45-$1.60).—“Battle of Pow- 
der River’ (GFD), and ‘“‘Fat Man” 
(GFD) (2d wk). Modest $6,700. 
Stays another round. 

London Pavilion (UA) (1,217; 45- 
$1.60)—‘'711 Ocean Drive” (Col) 
and ‘Affairs of Sally’’ (Col). Looks 
to finish at nearly $5.500. In ahead 
“So Young. So Bad” (UA) (3d wk), 
very good $4,800. 

Odeon, Leicester Square (CMA) 
(2,200; 45-$1.60) — ‘Walk Softly, 
Stranger” (RKO) and “Sccret Furv” 
(RKO) (3d wk). Off to $5,700. 
“Pandora and Flying Dutchman” 
(IFD) opened Feb. 1. 

Odeon, Marble Arch (CMA) (2- 
200; 45-$1.60)—"‘Dark Man” (GFD). 
New British feature teed off at 
average $7,300. , 
| Plaza (Par) (1,902; 65-%$1.60)— 
;“Branded” (Par). Okay $7,800. 
| Stays at least another two wecks. 

Prince of Wales (Moss Fmpires) 
(1,200; 45-$1.60) — “Cinderella” 
/(RKO) (6th wk). Down to $7,000, 
‘still good and stavs until Feb. 10. 

Rialto (LFP) (592: 45-$1.25)— 
“City Lights” (UA) (reissue) (14th 
wk). Sturdy $4,200. Stavs on. 

Ritz (M-G) (432; 45-$1.60)— 
“Grounds for Marriage” (M-G) and 
/“Watch Birdie” (M-G). Fair $3.000, 
about average for this small-seater. 
_ Holds. 

Warner (WB) (1,735: 45-$1.60)— 
“Breaking Point’ (WB). Opened 
| powerfully at $5,600 in first four 
‘days, attracting long lines. Stays 
| three weeks or longer. 


‘Samson’ Mex City Champ 
Grosser With $100,556; 
‘Champion’ in 3d Place 


Mexico City, Feb. 6. 
Biz continues big here for real 
| boxoffice films. “Samson and Deli- 
lah” (Par) has just grossed $100,556 
in 28 days’ playing, with 21 simul- 
| taneous days at the Cines Mexico, 
Mariscala, and the Mariscala. Run- 








competitive | their summer vacations, despite the perup is the Italian film, “Bitter 
broadcasting. The only way to get exchange handicap. This may help | 
competitive radio would be to have | disk sales on tunes played in Uru- days at the Cine Arcadia. 


Rice,” with a $67,723-gross in 70 
The 
“Samson” showing is the more re- 
markable because it is playing at 
the new-high admission scale here 
|of S6c. +. 

. Handily copping third place is 
the American, “The Champion” 
(UA), grossing $22,063 in 21 days 
at the Cine Chapultepec. Crowding 
'close is the Mexican, “Sandwiches, 
Kid,” starring “Cantinflas” (Mario 
Moreno), top comic, with $20,914 in 
19 days at the Cine Opera. Another 
Mexican. ‘“‘We, the Stenographer,’ 
is well up with $18,578 in 21 days 
_at the Cine Orfeon. 

Two American pix are among top 

big seven, “The White Tower” 
(RKO!}, $17,357 in 14 days, and 
“Kiss Tomorrow Good-Bye” (WB), 
$14,936, in 12 days. Both played the 
| Cine Alameda. ° 





14 





Wednesday, February 7, 1951 













a‘veeeran 


GROSSES ARE UP- 
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Held over -everpabere 
in record runs! N.Y. 
Paramount set 24-year 
non-holiday week high 
LN at regular prices. 





Best Crosby business 
in years—as it rides 
crest of terrific 
promotion from Bing’s 
20th Anniversary. 
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Watch the results of the premiere engagement of this 
great woman's picture now at Radio City Music Hall. 

















Wednesday, February 7, 1951 LARIETY 15 . 














It has left “Whispering 
7 Fis, i | | A, fF | Smith” grosses far 
k high ff lg (FE LPS | Lar ' , 2 behind in many situations 
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i 51's leaders. 
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First few hundred engagements reveal this trend: It 
is boosting business on average of 40% over normal. 


Then the comedy sensation 
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—and lots of other exciting marquee merchandise from PARAMOUNT 





‘ERHOOD WEEK—February 18-25 Brotherhood —for Peace and Freedom. Believe it! Live it! Support it! 
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Antitrust Squawks Amounting 


Three anti-trust cases in which 


plaintiffs seek nearly $12,000,000 
in damages were filed against 
major companies during the last 
week. Complaints were docketed 
in Los Angeles, Chicago 
Wichita, Kas. 

Biggest of the trio of cases was 


filed in Los Angeles’. Federal} 
court. Charging discrimination in 


allotment of product, the Skyline 
Drive-In Theatre Corp. and Pacific 
Drive-In Theatres, representing 14 
ozone houses, asked treble mages 
totalling $11,551,000. Defendants 
were all majors except Columbia, 
Metro and RKO. 





Sullivan Asks $220,000 
Wichita. Feb. 6. 


O. F. Sullivan, veteran exhib, 
filed an antitrust action against 


eight major film distributors and 


Fox Midwest Amus. Corp. in fed- | 


eral district court here last Mon- 
dav (29). Sullivan charged that va- 
rious practices entered into be- 
tween the defendants constituted 
a violation of the antitrust laws 
and conspiracy in restraint of 
trade. 


Sullivan asked damages in excess 


of $220,000 suffered at the Craw- 
ford theatre froin the period of 
Sept., 1941, to Jan. 1, 1949, as a 


result of these practices. The pe- 
riod for which damages is sought 


ended with the Jan. 1, 1949, date 
since that marked the advent of 
competitive bidding into the ter- 
ritory. 


An exhib for over 25 vears, Sul- 
livan operates the Civic, Tower and 
Crest theatres here in addition to 
the Crawford and drive-in theatres 
in both Kansas and Oklahoma. He 
also is president of Allied Inde- 
pendent Theatre Owners of Kan- 
sas and Missouri. 

Defendants named in the suit in- 
clude Metro, 20th, Paramount, War- 
ner Bros., RKO, Columbia, Uni- 
versal, United Artists and Fox 
Midwest. Litigation is the second 
of its kind here within six months, 
suit by the Brookside theatre re- 
cently ending in an award of more 
than $1,000,000 to the plaintiff. 





New Starview Action 
Chicago, Feb. 6. 

Amended complaint to year-and- 
half old Starview Drive-In anti- 
trust action against the majors 
was filed today ‘Tues.) in Federal 
court here. Altered suit asks 
$150,000 triple damages, whereas 
only equal playing time was sought 
when case was initially filed in 
May, 1949. 

Suburban Elgin, Ill., ozoner al- 


and , 





Shoulda Stood in Bed 


All pie press agents seem to 
dream of some day breaking 
away from films into straight 
commercial publicity. Former 
Goldwyn flack Lynn Farnol 
recently got an outboard motor 
account. The client gave him 
a motor. He had to buy a boat 
to go with it, then a car rack 
to carry the boat, then a car 
on which to put the rack. Ac- 
count has turned into a net 
loss. 

P.S.: He’s back 
picture accounts. 


BENNIE BERGER GRABS 
COMPETITIVE PLUMS 


Minneapolis, Feb. 6. 
the Minnesota Amus. 
four 


to taking 








Although 
0. 
of the loop’s leading and largest 
including the 4,000-seat 
City, paradoxically Bennie 

1,000-seat Gopher 

off on 
Paramount's 


Paramcunt-owned, owns 
theatres, 
Radio 
Berger's has 


grabbed competitive bids 
box- 


War 


greatest 
“At 


one of 
office plums of the year, 
With the Army.” 

In the last analysis, this seeming 
paradox in the face of the fact 
that the local Paramount theatres 
naturally always have been giving 
Paramount product the best pos- 
sible boxoffice breaks in playdates 
and holdovers, is a development 
arising from the recent U. S. Su- 
preme Court decision in connec- 
tion with the consent decree suits. 
Berger admits that the decision 
has been a lifesaver for the Gopher. 
After its acquisition from the Min- 
nesota Amus. Co., which sold it in 
compliance with the Paramount 


consent decree, the Gopher, under 
Berger ownership, dragged along 


in the red. Playing double bills of 
“B” and lower picture classifica- 
tion, the only product available, it 
was a bust. 

Finally, however, Berger took 
the bull by the horns and demand- 
ed of all distributors, under the 
Supreme Court decision, the privi- 
lege of bidding for all pictures for 
the Gopher. At the same time, he 
announced a new long-run “A” pic- 
ture policy for the house. 

It didn’t take long for four of 
the companies, at least, to meet 
Berger’s demand and, on competi- 
tive bids, he first landed “King 


| director 
IN. Y. 


To $12,000,000 Hit Major Cos. 


Wolff in N. Y. 


Robert S. Wolff, RKO managing 
in England, arrived in 
, from London yesterday | 
(Tues.) for his annual visit at the 
homeoffice. 

' He'll be in*the U. S. about six 
weeks. 


Allocation Near 
| On Rawstock 


Production of film rawstock has 
reached saturation point and East- 
man facilities now are working at 
absolute capacity. Pix and TV in- 
dustries are on very brink of allo- 
cations. whether they realize it or 
not, according to toppers ciose to 
situation. If armed forces increase | 
their demands for rawstock by 
slightest margin, rationing and allo- 
cation must follow. . 

Meanwhile, in Washington yes- 
terday, efforts were being made to 
get DuPont to reduce its 25% cut- 





back of raw stock, as announced 
last week. At a meeting attended 
by Joyce O'Hara, acting Motion 


Picture Association president; 
Nathan Golden, of National Pro- 
duction Authority, and K. P. Molin, 
director of rawstock sales for Du- 
Pont, latter agreed to re-canvass 
supply. Molin will study all phases 
of current critical situation in ef- 
fort to make more film available. 
O’Hara will go to Wilmington next 
week to parley with DuPont of- 
ficials on film shertage. 
Swapping of footage definitely | 
out. A company needing film 
stock for a commitment cannot bor- 
row from another company’s allo- 
cation. For example, if company 
“A” wanted to let company ‘B” 
have some footage from ‘“A’s” own 
Eastman allocation, ‘‘A” can _ kiss 
that film goodbye because ‘“B” | 
would not be able to replace it. 
Besides, Eastman won't permit it. 
Meanwhile, labs are continuing 
to serve only their old customers. 
New customers are out in the cold 
and will have to stay there for 
duration of emergency. 


is 





Price Ceiling on Rawstock 
Washington, Feb. 6. 
Motion picture 
chased by Hollywood is under price 
ceilings, even though the sale and 
rental price of the finished motion 
picture is not. This was made 
clear over the weekend by the 
Office of Price Stabilization, in re- 
sponse to a query. 
| “The general ceiling price regu- 
lation,” explained OPS, ‘“estab- 
lishes ceiling prices for all com- 
modities, except those specifically 
,exempt by Sec. 14. As to motion 
pictures, Sec. 14 (d) exempts only 


‘much comfort in the new price freeze exemptions. 


'from their respective distributing 


me 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Motion picture industry, which has always desired to be classified 
with publishing and radio as a communications medium, isn’t findin 

Films are deussel 

with press and radio in being exempted by the Price Administration 
but so are night clubs and sports contests, such as prizefights and 
baseball games. It has never been contented that these have specia] 


| status as communications industries. 


Some filmites issued statements last week congratulating pictures 
for being categorized with press and radio. Issue is important in that 


communications media are exempted from censorship and other restric. 


tions under the First Amendment to the Constitution. 


Matty Fox, former Universal exec and board member, is partnered 
with Joseph Harris, Detroit exhib, in Flamingo Films, which recently 
acquired a flock of former Eagle Lion pix for TV distribution. Fox 
is believed acting only in a consultative capacity. Actual operation is 
in the hands of Harris’ son, James B. Harris, president. 

Fox continues to concentrate his attention on the Indonesian de. 
velopment company which he set up several years ago. The elder Harris 
is a partner in Realart (formerly Harris-Broder), which owns reissue 
rights to Universal films. Reports that he is advancing $250,000 of 
operating coin to Arthur Krim and Robert S. Benjamin in their deal 
for acquisition of United Artists control are understood to be untrue, 


United Nations is getting publicity breaks in nine films, either in 
production or in release, the latest being “Storm Over Tibet,” a 
Summit Production. Other pictures, according to Mogens Skot-Hansen, 
UN rep in Hollywood, are: 20th-Fox’s “Girl on Telegraph Hill” and 
“Mr. 880"; Paramount’s “Here Comes the Groom” and “When Worlds 
Collide’; Hal Wallis’ “Peking Express’; Metro’s “It’s a Big Country”; 
RKO’s “Korean Story” and Eagle Lion’s ‘“‘Korean Patrol.” 





Tieup between Columbia and True Story mag on an upcoming Col 
pic starts paying off in the ppblication’s May issue when the monthly 
will carry an editorial box: “Coming Soon at Your Local Theatre. 
Watch for Columbia’s new movie, ‘My True Story,’ with Helen Walker 
and Willard Parker. Filmed in cooperation with the editors of True 
Story.” Mag has a circulation of 2,750,000 and claims a readership of 
about 4,000,000. 


The Princeton Playhouse and Garden theatres in Princeton, N. J., 
obviously took seriously a cartoon in the New Yorker mag a couple 
weeks ago. They are following its cue on their heralds and other 
advertising. Under the title of each film, the larger Princeton Playhouse 
carries the line: ‘See it on our 62,000-square-inch screen.’ The small 
Garden advertises “See It on our 34,000-square-inch screen.” 


Allied, TOA Tie Unlikely 


Continued from page 5 
affiliated 





























aration of the chains , it’s just a matter of power and 


| personalities. That means that on 


rawstock pur-| 


companies is only a matter of time. 
| However, whether 
| vestiture by these five and other 
circuits will effectively increase 
competition, is yet to be seen. 

The divorcement-divestiture en- 
| forced, by antitrust courts is sig- 
‘nificant in the future of TOA and 


the exhib organiz.tions. Allied has 
never accepted affiliated theatres 
{or large chains as members. It 
i has sold itself as the champion of 
ithe little fellow. 

TOA’s membership has included 
| affiliated circuits and most of the 


been identified psychologically as 
| representing the rich boys, whose 


_aims and points of view were not | 
|necessarily parallel to those of | 


Allied because of the makeup of. 


leges distribs gave prior clearance Solomon’s Mines,” which ran seven 
to the Great States houses, Crock- weeks to sensational business. 
er, Rialto and Grove, and orig- Next, on competitive bids, he 
inally named Balaban & Katz, copped “The Fuller Brush Girl,” 
Great States, its subsid, and all the and it came through nicely for two 


majors except United Artists. weeks. “Halls of Montezuma” is 
Present action. excludes Loew’s, just finishing a highly successful 
Inc., with which settlement has three-week run. And “At War With 


rates charged by any person in the | their poorer relations. 


|business of operating . . . a mo-| Actually, TOA has quite a few 
,tion picture . . enterprise . 


Sec. 14 does not specifically exempt a considerable number of exhibs 
raw stock.” 


(13 New Pix Included 





| Allegiances vary from territory fo 
| territory, depending on which 
group has a unit there and how 


-’| small indie memters and there is | 


|; who belong to both organizations. | 





been effected. 


PAR WILL RELEASE 12 
FROM MARCH THRU JULY 


Paramount will release 12 pic- 
tures, five in Technicolor, during 
pcriod from March through July. 
Lineup includes general release of 
“Samson and Delilah,’ which has 
been on a pre-release schedule up 
to now. 

“Samson” is on the March pro- 
gram, which also includes ‘Red- 
head and the Cowboy,” “Molly” 
and “The Mating Season.” April's 
releases will be “Quebec,” in 
Technicolor, and “Lemon Drop 
Kid.” Slated for May are “Ap- 
pointment With Danger” ‘formerly 
“U. S. Mail”) and “Last Outpost,” 
also in Technicolor, 

“Dear Brat” and ‘‘Passage West” 
are down for June release, while 
“Ace in the Hole” and “Warpath,” 
latter in Technicolor, will hit the 
screens in July. 








Named to Terrytoon Bd. 


Michael A. Morrisey, 
president of both the American 
News Co. and Union News Co., has 
been elected to board of directors 
of Terrytoons, Inc. 

Morrisey is honorary chairman 
of the boards of the two news com- 
panies and holds directorates in 
several banks. He is a prominent 
Catholic layman. 


the Army” follows. Berger, of 
course, has much more than re- 
/couped his initial losses, and the 
theatre currently is a big money- 
maker 





Daff, Feldman Continue 
—_ Get-Acquainted Tours 


| Al Daff, Universal’s global sales 
chief and domestic distribution 
topper Charles Feldman have 
passed the half-way mark in their 


get-acquainted meetings with U ex- | 
change personnel throughout the! 


country. Both relatively recent 
appointees, Daff and Feldman for 
the past six weeks have devoted 
Thursdays to Mondays to tours of 
‘the branches for informal confabs 
with fieldmen and exhibs. 

Each Monday morning they re- 
turn to their h.o. desks for their 
sales-directing duties. Last week 
they completed realignment of the 
field staff with the promotion of 
James V. Frew from Atlanta branch 
manager to district chief in charge 
of Atlanta, Charlotte, Cincinnati, 
Indianapolis and Memphis. Atlan- 
ta branch post went to William D. 


former Kelly, Jr., who had been sales head 


at that exchange. 

Additionally, P. F. Rosian has 
been shifted from the Cincinnati 
territory to the Cleveland district, 
which includes Albany, Buffalo, De- 
troit and Pittsburgh. Latter area 
had been handled by P. T. Dana, 
who recently was named eastern 

j sales manager, 


_ In Revamped ‘MGM Story’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 6. 

Footage from nine films which 
was used in original version shown 
to 
convention in Houston last fall will 
be dropped from Metro’s revamped 
“MGM Story.” New version for 
public consumption will have 
scenes from 
trailerized in original version hav- 
ing already been released. It will 
go out 
feature, 
minutes. 

Four reels will be in Technicolor, 
two in black and white. Total of 25 
features will be repped in “Story,” 
which will be released gratis to 
11,000 theatres around the country. 
Studio is ordering 400 prints to 
meet the demand. Last year’s 
“Some of the Best” hit 9,000 
houses. 

Dore Schary appears in the pro- 
log and epilog, and handles off- 
screen narration. Herman Hoffman 
wrote and directed. 


instead of original 43 





Pix Museum Ups Prices 

Museum of Modern Art, N. Y., 
last week hiked its admission 
charge to 50c, plus 10c tax, for 
adults; children’s bite is now 17c, 
plus 3c tax. 

Boost, according to the Museum, 
was necessitated by increased costs 


of operation, which are said to have | 


risen more than 80° in the past 
10 years. 

Resident membership in the or- 
ganization, however, remains at 
' $12.50 annually, 


Theatre Owners of America) 


13 other pix. Films | 


in March as a 60-minute | 


effective the local leadership is. 
Allied has 20 regional units and 
| TOA 28. 
{| Should divorcement and divesti- 
ture really operate effectively, the 
interests of the two exhib organi- 
zations would obviously become in- 
creasingly parallel. That's why this 
is such an important point in dis- 
cussing the possibility of merger. 

More important, however, are 
personalities. Evidence of that was 
seen at the recent meetings of the 
exec board of the Council of Mo- 
tion Picture Organizations, where 
leaders of the two exhib groups sat 
across the table from each other. 
The outbursts between them were 
ofttimes bitter. 
| Abe Myers An Opponent 
| Abram F. Myers, counsel and. 
board chairman of Allied, is seen 
as a leading opponent of unifica- 
tion on that side of the fence. 
Equally unwilling to merge unless 
they could be assured of almost 
undisputed control are a whole 
flock of TOA leaders. 

The way the theatre boxoffice 
goes will also have a lot to do 
with potential unification. If biz 
gets a lot worse, leaving all exhibs 
with their tongues hanging out, 
they may well decide that they 
can’t afford the luxury of not hav- 
ing a single organization to speak 
for them. 

Merger on the local levels would 
be a lot tougher even than on a 
national scale. Some of the re- 
gional leaders are paid and thus 
hold a vested interest in maintain- 
jing the status quo. In other cases, | 


| the local level, just as on the na- 
enforced di- | 


tional, no melding of forces is pos- 
sible until old-line leaders pass 
from the scene. 


Fear of loss of some of their 
hold by vested interests in the re- 
gional groups was one of the things 
that made so difficult finding a 
formula for TOA and Allied to 
work together in COMPO. While 
this has been attributed in less 
knowing quarters to “petty jeal- 
ousy,” what's actually involved is 
often a lot deeper. There can be 
important commercial advantages 


| to an exhib in being a local leader. 
| better-heeled theatre ops of the’ 


country. It has always, therefore, f 
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Studio Stoppage 


Continued from page 7 











cumstances we are doing every- 
thing honorably possible to get pro- 
ducers to negotiate changes in line 
with changed circumstances.” 


Brewer declared IA has kept 
studio workers pay ahead of those 
of comparable workers in the na- 
tion for the last decade. Support 
for that claim came from a Cali- 
fornia Labor Statistics bulletin 
which showed average weekly earn- 
ings of $105.02 for December, up 
$2.10 over November and $5.89 
over December, 1949. 

Studio workers average consis- 
tently tops those of any other in- 
dustry in the state. IA studio pacts 
do not come up for reopening un- 
til August. Since a 60-day notice 
is required, new wage negotiations 
are expected to be among points 
discussed at Tucson. 











Tradeshows | 


Continued from page 5 =— 








contracted for a group of pictures 
in advance, screenings of complet- 
ed product may be held from time 
to time so that exhib may exercise 
cancellation privilege. Definite 
procedure along thit line has not 
been determined as yet. 

In compliance with exhibitor 
squawks that they were unable to 
see product before buying, the gov- 
ernment and defendant distribs in 
antitrust case agreed to tradeshow 
provisions in consent decree. “Ex- 
hibitors, however, virtually ignored 
the screenings. At times pictures 
were run in empty screening rooms 
in order to comply with the law. 

Trades! ows have been continued 
on more or less regular basis since 
final court findings. Exhibs are still 
ignoring them, and sales chiefs 
claim practice is costly in both time 
and money. 
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PETE SMITH 
BRIGHT SPOTS 


ON ANY PROGRAM: 


Now in release.. “WRONG 


WAY BUTCH”... Me | kG 


SKIERS”..- coming soon 
“EIXIN’ FOOL”.. “CAMERA 


SLEUTH"”..- 





SMITH, 
MIGHTY 









graphed but we want you to 
ho has given more people 
‘ndividual in the entire 
had a record like this: 


He doesn’t like to be photo 
see Pete Smith, the man Ww 


more chuckles than any one 
d! Nobody ever 


amusement worl 


FOR 10 CONSECUTIVE YEARS! 
Boxoffice- BAROMETER Tops in live-action shorts! 


FOR 8 CONSECUTIVE YEARS! 
Winner of M. P. Herald-FAME poll in live-action shorts! 


FOR 7 CONSECUTIVE YEARS! 


Showmen’s Trade Review -LEADER in live-action shorts! 


t 


“TOM AND JERRY say: “We're mighty proud of Pete and 

¢ FIRST again in all the CARTOON 
h year in both Boxoffice- 
BAROMETER an de Review-LEADER. And Six 
Academy Oscars! No other Shorts Series in the industry can equal . 


COLOR TREATS PRODUCED BY FRED QUIMBY: 
 chorts now in release : “CASANOVA CAT,” “JERRY 


FISH.” Watch for ‘JERRY'S COUSIN.” 


TECHNI 


“Tom & Jerry’ 
AND THE GOLD 
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rom time 
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pictures 
In addition to the ““Tom & Jerry” Technicolor Cartoons 
Parade”’ (Tech 


FitzPatrick’s ‘People on 
ive- wire newsreel M-G-M NEWS 


ontinued 
sis since Specials, 
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aren and we're especially proud of our | 


RE LIKE M-G-M FEATURES, THE 


and Pete Smith Special 


nicolor), Gold- Medal. Reprint 
OF THE DAY! 


ties we have 
Cartoons ( Technicolor), 
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18 PICTURES 
Blackmailed 
tion. “The Blackmailed,” based on 


Elizabeth Myers’ novel, “Mrs. 
Christopher,” is an episodic story 
describing the experiences of the 
victims of a blackmailer. Its b.o. 
appeal appears limited. 

Although the blackmailer, play- 
ed by James Robertson Justice, 1s 
killed in the first reel, the story 
is only indirectly concerned with 
finding the murderer. Instead, the 
plot describes the subsequent ex- 
periences of the persons who were 
present. Firstly, there is Mrs. 
Cristopher herself, the actual 
killer. She is patroness of a Lon- 
don hospital, and was there on 
behalf of a patient. Dr. Giles Free- 
man was paying up finaliy for com- 
nitting some unprofesc:onal con- 
duct. and Mrs. Carol Edwards, who 
had stolen money to pay for hos- 
pital treatment for her asthmati- 
cal husband, was parting with a 
legacy. There is also Stephen 
Munday, an army deserter who is 
©) the run with an escapee from a 
gir's’ reformatory. 

This story-telling formula cuts 
out all suspense and presents the 
yarn in a pedestrian way. There 
is no excitement, with a minimum 
of action and little interest created 
in the principal characters, despite 


some commendable acting. Mai 
7-tterling as Mrs. Edwards, Dirk 
Bovzarde as the deserter, Fay Comp- 
ton as the murderer and Robert 
F.emying as the doctor, give 


sincerely - smooth 
performances. Joan Rice, screen 
newcomer. is a warm, attractive 
tvpe who creates undue sympathy 
for the runaway girl. Myro. 


nicely - timed, 





Rough Eiders of 


Durango 
Hollywood, Feb. 2. 
Republie release of Gordon Kay _ pro- 
duction. Stars Allen “Rocky” Lane, Black 
Jack (equine); features Walter Baldwin, 
Aline Towne. Steve Darrell, Ross Ford. 
Brannon. ‘Vritten by 
camera, John Mac- 
M. Schoenbers. 
Running time, 


Directed by Fred C. 
M. Coates Webster; 
Burnie: editor, lrving 
Previewed Jan. 341, ’51. 
60 MINS. 

Allan “Rocky” Lane 
His Stallion 
Cricket Adams 
Junis 

John Blake 


Allan “Rocky” Lane 
Black Jick 
Baldwin 


Walter 
Lebadveneee Aline Towne 
Steve Darrell 


Sherrill Walters ..ccccceosss Ross Ford 
EMGED i. ccssseseereueuass Denver Pyle 
Be 46-4¢%ssananowseveaan Stuart Randell 
Pee ere ee Hal Price 
Evans Tom London 





Allan “Rocky” Lane takes deftly 


to the saddle heroics in “Rough 
Riders of Durango,” giving the 


western market an actionful oater. 
The standard plot is moved along 
swiftly for 60 minutes, and the 
Saturday matinee juves will like 
the results. 

The M. Coates Webster story is 
the one about a Yillain who 
schemes to force ranchers into 
bankruptcy so he can up their 
land at little cost. To do this he 


has his outlaw gang raid wheat 
shipments -and, just when the 
ranchers borrow $40,000 to bail 


themselves out. his boys steal that 
thus bringing Lane into the sceng 
to deal out some justice. 

Script and Figd C. Brannon’s di- 
rection mix in some comedy aimed 
at the youngsters without neglect- 
ing the action as the story unfolds. 
Lane is a good saddle-polisher, 
making his deeds as the hero 
forthright enough to satisfy his fol- 
lowers. Walter Baldwin, as a 
grumpy rancher, supplies the com- 
edy touch while Aline Towne and 
Ross Ford take care of the ro- 
mance. 
heavies who fail to get away with 
their dirty work. 

Budget production by Gordon 
K:y gives the film an okay dress- 
ing for the market, and technical 
assists are in keeping. Brog. 


Rhvihm Inn 
(MUSICAL) 


Hollywood, Jan. 31. 
Monogram feteace of Lindsley Pearsons 
Precvuetion., Stars Jane Frazee, Kirby 
Grent. Charles Smith: features Lois Col- 
lier. Fritz Feld. Kalph Sanford. Directec 
by Paul Laneres. Screenplay, Bill Ruy- 


nr: camera, William Sickner; songs. Ar- 
mida, Edward Kay, Bill Raynor, Eddie 
NV oxwell; editer, Ace Herman. Previewed 
Jon. 29. "51. Running time, 70 MINS. 
SO TOU. cou sa ducsces Jane Frazce 
a '°ty ROWS | «|, .ccccccse Kirby Gront 
Fie Themncon ......... Chorles Smith 
eetie Parker —. .scéeecccs Lois Collier 
Pr "OSCOr RIMS. y.sctas a Fritz Feld 
Pee Harris -+eeeee. Ralph Sanferd 
Sreci- liv Daneer Armida 
Jer Riv fan Oreh Anson Weeks & Orch | 
Ss ecielty Skoter Jean Ritchie | 
Comedy Dence Team . Ames & Arno 
Specialty Dancer Ramon Res 





Monogram has a fair program 
musical in “Rhythm Inn.” It’s a bit 
too pretentious for plot content 
and strings itself out longer on the 
fooiace than it should have but, 
for the supporting market and fam- 
ily trade, is okay. 

Plot complications involve a 
D'xieland band’s pawned instru- 
mcnts, a dumb music store clerk 
who wants to write songs, and his 
gal who yearns to be a vocalist. 


Film Reviews 


Continued from page 6 


Steve Darrell heads the, 





‘Kirby Grant is the bandleader who 


pawns the instruments in the mu-, 


sic store where Charles Smith 


works. 


tools of trade each night so the 


orchestra can fill its nitery engage- | 


ment, on promise his tunes will be 
used on a broadcast. 

A lot of footage deals with the 
nightly smuggling and the misun- 
derstanding that develops with 
Smith’s girl, Lois Collier, when 
she mistakes Miss Frazee’s atten- 
tions to the boyfriend. Finale sees 
Smith’s songs being aired with Miss 
Collier doing the singing after Miss 
Frazee is locked in the music shop. 


Mixed in are several specialties, | 


via song and dance, by Armida, as 
well as Jean Ritchie, Ames & Arno, 
and Ramon Ros, in the nitery se- 
quences. Anson Weeks and side 
crew 


Miss Frazee canaries “Swing Low, 
Sweet Chariot” and “Window 
Wiper Song,” latter from. the BMI 
catalog, while Miss Collier has 
“With a Twist of the Wrist,” “It’s 
a Big Wide Wonderful World,” 
both BMI’s, and “Love,’: by Ed- 
ward Kay and Bill Raynor, among 
others. 

Performances are standard for 
the very light demands made by 
Paul Landres’ direction and the 
Bill Raynor. script, and none 
stands out. The Lindsley Parsons 
production supervision is okay for 
budget requirements, and technical 
credits are stock. Brog. 


Spoilers of the Plains 
(SONGS) 
Hollywood, Feb. 3. 


Republic release of Edward J. 
production, 

ver (equine): 
Gordon Jones, Grant Withers, Foy Will- 
ing and the Riders of the Purple Sage. 
Directed by Wiljam Witney. Written by 
Sloan Nibley: camera, Jack Marta; editor, 
Tony Martinelli: songs, Jack Elliott. Aaron 
Gonzales, Foy Willing. Preview Feb. 2 


features Penny Bdwards, 


51. Running time, 66 MINS. —— 

ef —— Sh ee . Roy Raat the Friese-Greene biog, “The Magic 

Fr.nkie Manning seeveess-Penny Edwards Box,” the production of two docu- | 

- agra aL” peal Gordon Jones mentaries and a two-week festival 
regoryv AMWELL..ceeees Ta : , . 

Dr. J. D. Manning ...... William Forrest in the West End from June 4-17. 
ie eee ee _Don_ Haggerty At this festival, only British films 

cacti. MOC Fred Kohler, Jr. | ill b :} i 

EE §<44.0hneuaeawe House Peters, Jr. | WV} e shown, 

Scientist ...ccccescsoscses George Meeker | " 

Guard... oo" °°"? ous Richanee | After Dollar-Laden Tourists 
Fov Willing and Riders of the Purple; Naturally, the Festival organiza- 
Sace. = 





Roy Rogers, whose last few sage- 
brushers haven't been up to his 
usual good standard, makes amends 
for any lags with “Spoilers of the 
Plains.” It’s one of his better 
oaters, loaded with fast movement, 


rough and ready action, and little | 


touches that will go over strong 
with his juvenile fans. 
Foreign spies and rockets are 


mixed up in the standard oater ma- : 


tertal to give it a different twist 
and motivation. Gimmick that 


| keeps the plot boiling concerns ef- | 


forts of a crooked gang led by 
Grant Withers to steal a long- 
range weather forecasting instru- 
ment being developed at a desert 
rocket-launching site. 

Rogers his horse, Trigger, and 
dog. Bullets, are hard put with a 
good lineup of heroics to best the 
heavies but thev manage fo sur- 
, Vive ambush, booby-traps and sev- 
eral knock-down and _= drag-out 
fisticuffs. Climax has Rogers bat- 
tling Withers atop an oil derrick 
with latter plunging to his death. 

Good use is made of Trigger and 
Bullets as essential parts of the 
story, touches that will click with 
‘the kiddies. Rogers, Penny Ed- 
wards and Foy Willing and the 
Riders of the Purple Sage find 
spots for four typical prairie 
tunes without slowing the action 
stirred up by William Witney’s 
fast direction. Sloan Nibley did a 
,competent job on the script, giv- 
_ing sqgie comedy business to Gor- 
‘don Jones as a Rogers pal. Miss 
Fdwards is a pert femme lead and 
Withers a good héavy. Others are 
canable. 

The Edward J. White production 
is properly mantled for release in- 
tentions and rates excellent lens- 
ing from Jack Marta and tight ed- 

|iting from Tony Martinelli. 


| Brog. 
The Horsemen 
(RUSSIAN) 
(MAGICOLOR) 


Artkino release of Mosfilm Studios pro- 
duction. Features Sergei Gur, T. Gridov. 
Directed bv Konstantin Yudin. Screen- 


nlay, M. Volpin, N. Erdman; camera, L. 
Gelein: music, A. Spadavekpia. At Stan- 
ley theatre, N. Y., Jan. 27, ’51. Running 
time, 100 MINS, 

NOOR <i 54 6400 NSUEREG 80 4CAKS Sergei Gur 
VON 6 5446004000680. rrr 
POPE. 000546660660066% Tamara Chernova 
Feletsky...s.cee. 6606000600 S. Solyus 
Kozhin ..ccccccccceccees: N. Mordvinov 
POTVRED. 0.0.65 00600s c0deesceees R. Plyatt 
CRE. + Saduntashucauadas s+. R. Shpigel 





(In Russian; English Titles) 
Most of the’ ingredients 
American oat operas are 


of 
com- 


Band chirp, Jane Frazee, | 
talks Smith into smuggling out the | 


bleat out two of the nine | 
numbers used while a Dixieland | 
group takes eare of the remainder. | 


White | 
Stars Roy Rogers and Trig- | 


‘bined in this Russian import. If 
'the writers had inserted a iast- 
minute sequence in which a 
ranch mortgage was paid off, pic 
might be sold as a Russian west- 
,ern with a_ horsetrack flavor. 
‘Plenty of fast riding, fist fights, 
sleuthing, a sprinkling of comedy 
and excellent scenic shots have 
been woven together to make a 
highly satisfactory offering. Be- 
/cause it is devoid of propaganda, 
‘film has good chance 


ted to those catering to Russia 
sympathizers. 

Tinting, described as Magicolor, 
is not as vivid or as natural as 
U.S. processes, but it adds value 
and allows viewers to get a good 
idea of the rustic beauty of. the 
Caucasus. Femme _ patrons are 
likely to complain that pic is too 
| short on romance. Principal love 
angle is hero’s devotion to his 
horse, and vice versa. 

Story spans period from 1939 to 
end of hostilities in World War II. 
Sergei Gur, young farmer and 


that his racehorse, Buyam, is of 
no further value on the track. .By 
teareful training, with assistance of 
| his older friend, Gridov, horse wins 
big race. Then comes the Nazi in- 
vasion and occupation. 
horse and Gur are drawn into un- 
derground activities. There 
spying and counter-spying. As in 


sO many early U.S. westerns, the | 
, that Re had a favorable opinion of 
always spoke well of, 


horse saves the wounded hero by 
lying down and letting his master 
crawl on his back and be trans- 
ported to safety. 

Scenes of German parachute 
landings, blowing up of train car- 
rying retreating Nazis, cavalry 
charges by Cossacks and battle 
scenes are thrill-packed. Either 
| propaganda was cut out in U.S. 
release prints or producer shot pic 
strictly for entertainment. In either 
case, net results are pleasing. 

Alst. 











Britain Festival 


in art! 
houses as a whole, not being limi- | 


parttime jockey, refuses to believe | 


Both the | 


is | 


‘the Jews, 














mmm continued from page 2 


|} tion wants to attract the largest 
| possible number of dollar-carrying 
|tourists. The attractions are being 
| widely advertised in America and 
| Canada, with literature and pam- 
phlets being distributed on a lJav- 
ish scale. As a special aid, facili- 
ties have been arranged to enable 
potential visitors to book their 
‘seats for any show before leaving 
for England through all the prin- 
cipal ticket agencies, 

At a; ress conference last Thurs- 
day (1), Sir Laurence Olivier, 
speaking on behalf of all legit 
| managements, said the whole the- 
/atre biz realizes its responsibilities 
‘to the Festival, but was pleased 
|that they had been allowed “to 
|muddle through” rather than be 
‘officially organized. One earlier 
' proposal that there should be four 
| plays specially produced incorpo- 
rating almost every known big 
name of the stage, Wa. impossible 
to arrange. 





| RKO Sale 


i Continued from page 3 








Confident of actually closing with 
‘Hughes is Wall Streeter David J. 


| Greene. He controls 300,000 shares 
‘of RKO pic stock directly and is 
| loosely allied with other investors 


' who own over 1,300,000 shares. 
Hughes would turn over his 929,- 
| 000 theatres shares in exchange for 
the Greene group's pic securities. 
Hughes also owns 929,000 pic 
| shares. 

Also seeking the theatre control 
‘is Harry Brandt, N. Y., indie circuit 
‘op who engaged in a lorfy series 
of huddles with Hughes and Die- 
trich before but to no avail. 


Sam Dembow, Jr., Brandt's rep- | 


resentative, is back on the Coast 
‘in another effort to put together a 
deal. This involves the Wall 
Street firm of Blair, Rollins _& Co. 


| Outfit operates on the basis of | 


directly acquiring contro] of a cor- 

poration and thereupon installing 
its own management. If Dembow 
‘is successful in his new attempts. 
_B-R will buy the Hughes circuit 
stock and will place Brandt at the 
head of operations. 


Additionally, proposition entails 
Issuance of some siock by B-R to 
i Brandt, 


"IN DEFENSE OF DICKENS, | Allied’s Okla. Progress 


WHO CREATED FAGIN 


| Roanoke. 
| Editor, VARIETY: 

In view of the controversy over 
‘whether J. Arthur Rank’s produc- 
tion of “Oliver Twist” should be 
| banned, because the depiction of 
'Fagin might engender anti-Semi- 
'tism, I'd like to say a few words 
‘in defense of a man, now dead 80 
years, who had plenty of faults but 
| was certainly no exponent of racial 


or religious bigotry — Charles 
Dickens, the author of “Oliver | 
Twist.” 


| The charge, open or implied, that 
| Dickens was hostile to Jews, is 
nothing new. Some years before 
Dickens’ death a cultured Jewish 
woman, Mrs. Eliza Davis, wrote to 
‘him, protesting against the char- 
acter of Fagin, the “fence” who 
taught small boys to be pickpock- 
ets and girls to be street walkers. 
Dickens replied that he had made 
|Fagin a Jew, “because, unfortu- 


|Nnately, at the period of the story, | 
criminals of that type almost al- | nex nth’ : 
But he added | at t month’s conclave. 


should | 


| ways were Jews.” 
that no sensible person 
have failed to observe that all the 
other bad characters in the book 
were Gentiles. 

Dickens also told Mrs. 


Davis 


them and never failed to bear wit- 


ness to their perfectly honorable | 


dealing in all transactions he had 
with them. He added that, to help 
make amends for the injury he 
had unintentionally done them in 
“Oliver Twist,’ he would introduce 
a character in his next book who 
would present the favorable side 
of Jewish life and culture. 

The next book was “Our Mutual 
Friend,” a much finer work than 
“Oliver Twist,” regarded by some 
as the best novel Dickens ever 
' wrote, but one which, unfortunate- 
ly, has had probably not more than 
a tenth as many readers as “Twist.” 
One of the prominent characters 
iis a benevolent old Jew named 
Riah, who is employed by a ras- 
cally Gentile money lender, “Fas- 
cination” Fledgeby. Probably no 
more eloquent defense of the Jews 


against the charges of their traduc- | 


;ers has ever been introduced into 
a work of fiction than the words 


that Dickens puts into the mouth | 


| of Riah. 

| It has also been contended that 
| Dickens was anti-Catholic in senti- 
ment, but “Barnaby Rudge,” one 
|of his earlier novels, is devoted in 





May Be Revealed At 
March 18-20 Convention 


Oklahoma City, Feb. 6. 
Extent to which Allied Theatre 
Owners of Texas has been able 
to lure members for an Oklahoma 


| unit of Allied States Assn. may be 
‘revealed here next month when 
apap Owners of Oklahoma holds 
lits 


annual convention. Theatre 
Owners of America unit has set 
annual powwow for March 18-20. 


Texas Allied has been trying to 
get a foothold among the Sooner 
state exhibs for several years, 
Latest move was a létter to all 
Oklahoma exhibitors from Col. H, 
A. Cole, Allied of Texas prexy, 
who sought to win TOA members 
and non-members over to the Al- 
lied side. Action brought a burning 
letter from Oklahoma TOA chief 
Morris Loewenstein to Cole, copies 
of which were circulated through- 


|} out the state. Weight of both let- 


ters may be reflected by attendance 


Some Oklahoma exhibs are won- 


' dering if Allied will employ tactics 


' Kansas-Missouri 


similar to those followed a few 
years ago in Kansas City. While 
Theatres Assn, 


'(TOA) was holding convention, A!- 


| 


lied moved in and organized new 
unit. 

Only national TOA officer slated 
to appear at Oklahoma sessions is 
Herman Levy, general counsel. 





‘Korean Story’ Back 


On RKO Schedule 
Hollywood, Feb. 6. 
“Korean Story” is being reac- 


'tivated at RKO by exec producer 


| 


| 


} 


/ 


|great part to an account of the | 


Gordon riots of 1780, 
English Catholics were outrageous- 
ly persecuted, and Dickens’ sympa- 
|thies are flamingly with the Cath- 


| Olics throughout. In fact, the man | be empowered to vote for al 
‘of the national org so that local 


| was, during his mature life, the 
| uncompromising foe of all forms of 
_intolerance. It is possible that, at 


in which | 





Sam Bischoff, with shooting slated 
to start this month. Script was 
completed some months ago but 
project was shelved because of 
warfront setbacks. 

Renewed interest was occasioned 
by brighter military picture. Col, 
E. Sykes of USAF planed in today 


1(6) to function as official Govern- 


ment contact on film. 


COMPO Charter | 
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in agreement with the new changes 
in board and exec committee rep- 
resentation. This is the conclusion 
drawn from the fact that no objec- 
tions have been raised nor, in fact, 
have any queries been put to TOA 
headquarters in N. Y. 

Allied board, at its meeting, will 
1 units 


polls, as being taken by the TOA 
groups, will not be required. Fact 


| thé very beginning of his career, | is the state outfits already have fore 
‘aS a poor, not particularly wel] | mally decided in favor of the prin- 
/educated reporter, he shared the | ciple of establishing COMPO. For 
“popular prejudices against Jews this reason voting on the charter 


and Catholics, but if he did he | changes, 


individually, is deemed 


| Soon overcame them. And when he | unnecessary. Only dissenter has 


toured the United States in 1842 | been 


the Eastern ‘Pennsylvania 


he cut short a visit to the south | unit. 


because of being unable to bear th 

Sight of human slavery. 

Jim Walsh. 
(WSLS) 


e 





AMPA’s 38 New Members 
Thirty-eight new members of 
| Associated Motion Picture Adver- 
_tisers will be presented to organi- 
zation at closed meeting in N.Y, to- 
morrow (Thurs.) at Trader Tom’s 
| restaurant, 

' Chet Friedman, chairman of 
_AMPA’s membership committee, 
_ will introduce the new members. 

last week's meeting with Y. Frank 

Freeman, studio chief; A. W. 
Schwalberg, sales head; ad-pub top- 
per Max Youngstein and other 
,execs at the homeoffice. 

Balaban is said to have told the 
group that business is on the up- 
grade and he expects the trend to 
continue in effect for some time. 
‘He stressed, though, the important 
factor is the extent of the improve- 
ment and, specifically, v hether it 
, would warrant the boost in releases 
; and the maintenance of a big back- 
log of pix. 

Since the precise turns in fu- 
jture business ‘conditions isn't pre- 








Par Policy 


Continued from page 4 





| steering groups will be comprised 
| of one representative from all local 





As previously reported, COMPO 


as well as national unit members. 
Also, the exec committee will con- 
sist of seven reps of TOA, seven 
reps of Allied, seven at large, and 


/one from each of the other eight 
|charter members. 


Following completion of its or- 
ganization, COMPO will be set to 


_get underway with its intended op- 
| erations. 
_be determining the industry's role 
‘in the national defense program 
/and establishing machinery for care 
'rying it out. 


First on the slate will 


This will be followed by projects 
previously approved, including 
plans for a “starmakers’ contest,” 
film festivals, a motion picture ex- 
position and other programs for 


improving film business. 








L 


Breen in N.Y. 


Continued from pace 





yesterday (Tues.) he had not com- 
municated with ELC. 

However, in view of fact the re- 
visions have been made as he sug- 
gested, it’s generally expected 


| formal approval of “Twist” will be 
' forthcoming. 


Breen also is slated to visit Mo- 
tion Picture Assn. of America 


| headquarters in Washington before 


| dictable, of course, it’s understood returning to the Coast. He'll prob- 


.the meeting decided oc. the flexible 

policy with production and releas- 
ing schedules to be adjusted from 
jtime to time. 


ably huddle with Joyce O'Hara on 
the new MPAA setup resulting 
from leave-of-absence’ taken by 


iprexy Eric A. Johnston. 
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Shrewd... 
charming... hard 
",..@ Gambler! 


The crime-smeared 
tale of Mike Fury, 

fall guy, who became 
a marked man! 











Produced by WARREN DUFF Directed by TED TETZLAFF * Screenplay by MARVIN BOROWSKY and ALLEN RIVKIN 





20 PICTURES 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, February 7, 1951 





Indies Clamor 


On German OK’s 


im Arbitration 


Brings MPAA Aid 
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No Comfort 


Picture people were finding 
little comfort in the Adminis- 
tration proposal this week for 
upping excise taxes on TV sets 
from 10% to 25%. They 
thought it might slow the sale 
of receivers temporarily, but 
would have no ultimate-effect 
on téie’s growth. 

Most picture people have be- 
come thoroughly realistic in 


Continued from page 5 


idents, sales chiefs or both. That 
was taken as indicative of their 
great interest in the subject. TOA 
was the only exhib group on hand, 
but indications were that all the 
other important theatremen’s asso- 
ciations except Allied would give 








See ‘Message Pix’ 
Back of Georgia 
_ Censorship Bills 





Japan B.0. Hits 


Continued from page € 


a eemioaell 
000,000. There’s a tremendous 
output of the pix. 

Helprin was in Tokyo to make a 
deal for distribution of Korda’s 
personal product and that of his 
British Lion distributing company 
there. He made a two-year con- 
tract, starting in the fall, for dis- 





Paradox of the 10 additional per-| support to a method of solving 
mits recently won by the Society of jntra-industry disputes without 
Independent Motion Picture Pro- jitigation. 


ducers for importation of pix into N. Y. Confab Pointless 





Germany is that they were ob ‘ : 
tained through the good offices of The New York stanza ended up 
the Motion Picture Assn. of Amer- ™inus tangible results because ot 


ica Allied’s absence. Distribs took the 


[hat’s not entirely an indication attitude that establishment of “ve 
of a new spirit of good fellowship, arbitration setup ve pa 
although the two organizations “ hile if Allied was not in it. € 
} P om working progre sively exhib organization represents most 

ive °} A <4 PORTCSS 7 


of the small theatre owners of the 
country. They have in large meas- 
ure been responsible for the pteth- 
ora of lawsuits which arbitrajion is 
designed to halt. 

Metro sales chief William F. 
Rodgers was designated at the 
New York huddles to call on Allied 
board chairman and general coun- 
sel Abram F. Myers to sell him on 
the idea of participating in confabs 
on arbitration. Rodgers is under- 
stood to have seen Myers. Results 
were dubious. 

Distribs and other exhib organi- 
zations are anxious to see Allied’s 
board give Myers the go-ahead for 
taking part merely in exploratory 
conferences on arbitration—which 

all that the Sawyer meetings 
would be. There is some under- 
ground feeling that Myers person- 
ally does not like the arbitration 
idea, and failure of his board to 
act would be a convenient excuse 
for his ducking participation in ex- 
’ploratory sessions. 

TOA and the distribs are willing 


closer in dealings abroad. It rep- 
resents principally a threat by the 
indies to vell “Murder!” concern- 
ing practices of the majors in Ger- 
many if they weren't cut in on 
some of the gravy. 

\s a result of meetings between 
SIMPP p Ellis G. Arnall and 
John G. McCarthy. director of the 
interna div Mo- 
tion P) sn Me- 
Carthy sent Spiegel, 
\IPAA’s rep in Frankfurt, to lend a 

ping hand SIMPP. T! 10 


na ne 
ded permit forth- 


rez 


ision of the 


\ 
| 
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{nwo 
tional 


‘ture 
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word 


( ol merica 
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to Mare 


| to 


s .were shortls 


NA 
ma 


jors got 


nembers 


ime the 
the 1 
\Toti Export Assn. 
awarded five. That’s in addi- 
on to the same number previously 
allotted since the German film year 
vegan last September. Indies had 
eceived 10 previously during the 
period. 

100 licenses that MPEA and 
) that SIMPP members have re- 
ceived since September compare 


the 1 Picture 


Is 


St 
ne 


rhe 


the .past year*that video must 
be aecepted .as.a. permanent 
form of competjtjon and busi- 
ness must be’ gearéd to it. 














No Tax Rise 
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, would lift the 10° 


' 000,000. 





ernment educational uses in con- 
nection with the war effort. 
Secondly, it is felt that the big 
missionary job done on Congress 
will make it unlikely that any 
legislator will want to introduce 
the bill to up admission levies. By 
strong hometown campaigns com- 
mitments were obtained from prac- 
tically every member of Congress 
to reduce admission tax and it is 
not thought they'd want to be in 
position now of upping it. 
Yesterday’s recommendations 
manufacturers’ 
excise on radio and television re- 
ceivérs, phonographs records and 
musical instruments to 25°. This 
would yield an estimated increase 
of $87,000,000 a year. In addition, 
the $20 per year per table or al- 
ley, now levied on bowling alleys 
and billiard tables, would be upped 
to 20° of the charge for their use 
—in other words, the equivalent of 
the. 20° admissions tax on the- 


,atres. The present tax. brings in 


$4,000,000 a year. The new one, it 
is estimated, would yield $20,- 


{Towa Films. This is headed by 


| Nagam a -Kawakita, veteran pre- 


| wat Jap @istrib. Pact is not exclu- 
sive, but Kawakita must obtain 
Korda. approval before taking on 
any other product. 

No Korda or BL product has 
been released in Japan for more 
than 10 years, leaving a minimum 
of about 50 big pix in the produc- 
er’s backlog there. The 10 to be 
released first will include “Jungle 
Book,” “Thief of Bagdad” and 
“Tales of Hoffman,” since these are 
| being admitted as orientation pix 
by the Supreme €emmand Allied 
Powers, Gen. MacArthur’s head- 
quarters. They do not come under 
a quota. Others are being sub- 
mitted on this basis and the choice 
of product hinges on which are 
designated to the orientatien clas- 
sification. , 

To capitalize on fhe tremendous 
response to “Red Shoes,” initial 
Korda release will be ‘‘Tates of 
Hoffman,” a ballet followup by the 
same producers, Michael Powelk 
and Emeric Pressburger. 

Other big grosses in Japan have 
been Bob Hope's “Paleface,” Dis- 
ney’s “Snow White,” Metro's “The 
Yearling” and the French-made 
“Manon.” In addition to “Shoes,” 
two other British pix have also 
done exceptionally well. They are 
“Henry V” and “Hamlet,” Helprin 
reports. 


tribution of 10 pix by a new firm, 


Atlanta, Feb. 6. 

With the Georgia Legislative 
session having less than two weeks 
-to go, a bill for State censorship 
of motion pictures and live stage 
entertainment has been” intro- 
duced in the State Senate. A 
;second bill, providing for the reg- 
istration and licensing of each fea- 
ture, has been introduced in the 
House. 


Measures are believed to reflect 
strong opposition by a certain seg- 
ment of the Georgia population to 
the recent flood of “message pic- 
tyres” which some claim are dis- 
turbing and trouble-making. The 
lateness of the bills’ introduction 
is also a matter of considerable 
interest in State house circles. 
Talk is that the measures were of- 
| fered at virtually the last minute 
on the chance that they might be 
,quietly stampeded through the 
sessfon’s closing hours. 

The Senate bill is the one which 
has caused the most concern be- 
cause of its scope. A three-man 
State board of censorship would 
be ereated which would review all 
‘features and shorts and even press 
books and advertising material for 
,pictures. It would also review all 
'stage shows and theatrical produc- 
tions. They would require licenses 
ito operate in Georgia. 
| ‘Fhe State censors would be em- 
powered fo make .arrests for non- 
heompl?ance. Reviewing fees would 
brange from $5 per reel for films 





; 


with 170 awarded to the majors and 


10 to the indies during the pre- of mediation. They feel that, | 
vious film year. Arnall put up a whether there is a single industry 
mighty holler about that ratio and member arbitrator, panels, com- 


claims the present is 
just about right. 

Indies are in a much tougher 
position than the majors on the 
licenses. When none is forthcom- 
ing, the majors can send their prod- 
uct in anyhow, since they do their 
own distributing. Indies release 
through German firms that won't 
touch a pic unless they see an 
import permit for it. 


hve-lo-one 


to let go until later the mechanics | 


posed of all industryites or mixed 
panels is a minor 
That could be easily decided, they 
say, once the will for arbitration 
is established. 

Polls of exhibs by TOA and 
others have been purported to indi- 
cate that about 90°% of the nation’s 


Among those in favor are said to be 


consideration. | 


‘the corporate 
and individuals would feel the up- | 





many Allied members. That leads 
to the idea that the Allied exec 
board would put a quick okay on 
Myers’ attendance at the Sawyer 
meetings if the issue were voted 


Licenses and all Reich govern- 
mental matters relating to U. S. 
films were delayed for a time by 
the suicide of the German national 
in charge of them. He is said to 


Se. . on. 
have indicated that the complexity | , 
of the problem and the conflicting | , Pacific Coast Conference of In- | 


demands of the Yank distribs and ) dependent Theatre Owners, Metro- 














' 
} 


to indicate that the old booking 
procedures are 
hauling. 


German producers were more than | politan Motion Picture Theatres | 

he could cope with, leading him to} Assn. of New York and Independ- | 

take his own Mie. ;ent Theatre Owners Assn. of New 
Although the MPAA and SIMPP | York all have indicated they favor | 

have often found their interests in | @"bitration. 

conflict abroad, they are working 

together to eliminate the license . 

System entirely in Germany and y y Booking 

establish freedom of imports. They » e= 4 

a ps Biro demand h the | Continued from page 5 

State Dept., which has made known | F ig na A 

to the High Commissioner for Ger- ly be described as “hot” at this | 

many its sympathy with the view- | time, it is known to be intensifying | 

point. HICOG has passed it on to ; 8radually. 

the Germans. Legislative action | RKO Approaches Par 

to this end is now being sought. RKO circuit recently approached 
MPAA and SIMPP have let it be; Par for pix and while a deal has | 

known they'll compromise with the | 

demands of the domestic film in-| 

dustry to the point of accepting a. 

30° screen quota for German 

product if the import licensing | 

system is abolished. 


in for an over- 








|habits has the effect of throwing 
‘the present systeir completely out 
of balance, not only as concerning | 
|\the two primary circuits, but with 
subsequent outlets as well. 

: Century Theatres, Brandt, Skou- 
seeking to create anti-American | ras, Randforce and Prudential all 
propaganda. 


State Department has received RKO as the pix come off the two 





Moscow Swiping 


Continued from page 3 








and distorted versions of ‘“Mr.| when changes are made in the pri- 
Smith Goes to Washington” and mary bookings. 
‘Mr. Deeds Goes to Town,” both! Exec for one of the top circuits 
rade by Columbia. | said flatly that the two main chains 
However, word here is that these | in the future will be looking to all 
pictures had some bad reaction distribs for product without any 
from the Russian viewpoint. For regard for booking precedents. 
instance, “Mr. Smith” was intended | Similarly, it was added, the film 
to prove to Russians how terrible companies want the best deals ob- 
the U. S. government was. But tainable and their past relationship 
some Russians caught on quickly with either RKO or Loew’s will 
to the point that in the U.S. aman not be a consideration. ~ 
was not afraid to stand up in pub- Actually, court edicts enjoin the 
lic and criticize his goverfment. | film firms from favoring old cus- 


Such things don’t happen behind tomers. However, in the N. Y. area_ 


the iron curtain. | both RKO and Loew’s figure to 

Voice of America in its interna- produce about the same amount of 
tional broadcasts has been making’ revenue. Consequence is that if 
hay on the “Smith” and “Deeds” the two chains make the same offer 
cases. Voice is pointing out that for a pic, the distrib would have 
the Russians have been stealing no reason to switch from the old 
American films and screening fhem customer. This could not be re- 
without payment to the owners, | garded as favoritism. 


| customarily follow efther Loew’s or | 
no answer to its protests to Mos- big chains. They, of course, would | 
cow about the showing of pirated be upset in licensing procedures | 


\* Indicates new high. 


In addition, to admissions un- 
changed in the new bill are the 
taxes on raw film, cameras and 
other photographic apparatus, and 
coin operated devices. However, 
motion picture and other corpora- 
tions in show biz would be hard 
hit by the proposed increases in 
income tax rates, 


ward changes in the personal in- 


; ; ; ; ;come tax levies. 
exhibs favor an arbitration system. | 











Pic Stocks 


Continued from page 3 





20th-Fox, placed on the “medium 
grade” recommended list. 


Pic stocks generally were said 


by Reynolds in its “morning let-| 
ter” to customers to offer “certain | 


speculative attraction.” This firm 
said its preference was for RKO 
Theatres and Paramount. 


Big example of the abnormally 


, low prices was given in the case of 
Col. Stock sells for less than half 


of the net working capital alone, 
after deducting all debts and pre- 
ferred shares and not counting in 
valuable fixed assets. 


Supporting the renewed interest 


in film shares were a number of 


|factors, which already are being 


reflected in improved boxoffice 
grosses across the country. 

Upward trend, which first 
tinued in effect the past week. 
This has had the effect of encour- 
aging numerous trade execs, in- 


_critics, Korda rep said, was “The 


| Helprin said it indicated a desire 
| by the reviewers to point out to 
their own producers that good pix 


‘originally 75% 


Voted best pic by the Japanese to $25 for the press books and ac- 


/cessories for each feature and $25 
ifor each theatrical production. 
_This, of course, would cover in- 
| dividual vaude acts. 
| The other bill provides for reg- 
,istration of feature ee s a 
‘cost of $500 apiece before ey 
pedo ee ae Cane eee |may be shown in Georgia theatres. 
Taxes are murderous to the in- ) 
dustry, Helprin said. They were 
of the exhibitor’s 
share and 75% of the producer's 
on the b.o. take. That's now down 


Bicycle Thief,” Italian prdduction 
by Vittorio De Sica. Aside from 
the evident quality of the film, 





ee 





‘Miracle’ Ban 


Continued from page 4% 











to 50% and 50% and the hope is 














that the Diet (legislature) will 

halve that in April. 
JATSE—Par 

Cee CONtinued from page 7 = 








to SEG last summer and, in turn, 
| affiliated with Distributing, Proc- 
|essing and Office Workers of Amer- 
l ica, SEG was asked to prove that 
‘it had not lost its identity by join- 
‘ing DPOWA and matter went to 


| Although H-63 will seek imme- 
| diate designation, it is understood 
,that Par will recognize SOPEG 
and SPG pacts until expiration in 
September, except provisions re- 
' garding maintenance of member- 
| Ship. Workers will not be fired for 
| non-payment of dues as stipulated 
in original pact. 
| The IA unit leaders feel that 


yet to be consummated, the fact was spotted around Jan. 1, con-| the NLRB ruling paves way for 
that discussions took place is taken } 


|/Par workers to select a new 
| bargaining agent if they wish. The 
board’s denial of SEG motion was 


which twice approved the film, can- 

,not be reversed so long as “rea- 
| sonable justification” exists for 
that action. 

In addition to statements from 
the religious leaders to the effect 
that “Miracle” is not sacrilegious, 
Burstyn pointed to several other 
| factors to prove his contention that 
|the Board of Education was fully 
| justified in okaying the picture. 
Among these he reprised the facts 
that the film was licensed in Italy, 
| that it was accepted for the 1948 
| Venice Film Festival with no ob- 
jection from Vatican representa- 
tives on the awards committee and’ 
that “Ways of Love,” trilogy which 
/ includes “Miracle,” was selected as 
the “best foreign film” of 1950 by 
| the N. Y. newspaper critics. 
| In another phase of the current 
dispute over the film, which stems 
| from the public ban issued on it 
, recently by Francis Cardinal Spell- 
/man, the management of the Paris 
theatre, N. Y., where “Miracle” is 
,now playing, complained this week 
‘to Fire Commissioner George P. 





cluding those who characteristical- | “without prejudice to the filing of, Monaghan that charges of the the- 


vatism in their business analyses. 


Improved outlook is based part- 
ly on the expected cut in television 
receiver production, which, of 
course, means less pic competition; 
curbs on consumer credits and 
added costs and taxes on a wide 
assortment of commodities, with 
this likely to result in additional 
money for entertainment; and the 
overall Government defense pro- 
gram and mobilization, which tra- 


ditionally mean an entertainment | 
| binge on the part of the public. 


Closing Stock Prices 


New interest in film issues was 
|demonstratesd by gains in the N. ¥, 
Stock Exchange listings. Para- 
mount and RKO Theatres both 
reached new highs’ yesterday 


(Tues.), Closing prices and changes | 


| follow: 

Mon. Chge Tues. Chge 
> Sere 13348 + 38 1448 + % 
Loew’s 17% + a 18% + 1 
. ar, 22% + 3% 23%*+ 1 
RKO Pix. 4% + % 414 + Jp 
RKO Th .. 434 + 38 5* + % 
20th soca + 12 2336 + 4% 
'.. reer 20'8 + 3% 207m 4- % 
Univ .....114% + '* 11% + % 
.. Pere 1258 + '2 12%4 + 4g 


| time,” This permits SEG to call 
for new election, but also opens 
avenue for Local H-63 to set u 
shop at Paramount. At least, that’s 
= — taken by the 


| 
| 


ocal 


Harold Spivak, attorney for 


Local H-63, said NLRB ruling 
could apply to other companies 
where SOPEG has a strong foot- 
hold. Test, however, will start off 
at Paramount. 





‘Wall’ Plot 


Continued from page 3 


| Selznick’s wife, Jennifer Jones, will! 
| likely not appear in the pic. it is 
|also assumed, of course, that the 
yarn will be in a commercial vein 
to meet Cemands of financiers. 

_ Hersey story is a tragedy of ile 
in the Warsaw ghetto during the 
occupation of Poland. Selznick had 
some ides of filming it in Warsaw 
when he écquired the property and 
made inquiries at that time. The 
possibility of using such locale 
now is admitted to be out of tine 
As a result, Selznick has done some 


more recent exploration regarding European 


' shooting it in Sicily or Israel. 









Any such changes in booking jy incline to caution and conser-|new petitions at an appropriate | 4tre having violated fire regula- 


tions constituted its being “singled 
| out” for censure. According to Mrs. 
| Lillian Gerard, Paris’ managing di- 
jrector, the fire inspectors have 
_ looked over the house monthly 
since it opened and had never pre- 
‘viously found cause for complaint. 
—_ denied any discrimina- 
| tion. 





O'seas Lensing 


Continued from page 1 


turns” and Walt Disney’s “Robin 
| Hood.” 

Matty Kemp is readying “The 
'Pan American Way” for filming 
In Central and South America. 
/Twentieth-Fox will make “The Way 
‘of a Gaucho” in Argentina, and 
|Metro will shoot “Montes, the 
Matador” in Mexico. 
| Pine-Thomas will lens part of 
'“Hong Kong” in China, Twentieth- 
/ Fox picked a German locale for 
“Operation Cicero.” Alexander 
'Paal will film “Rendezvous in 
| Vienna” in that city. Benagoss will 
shoot “The White Road” in France, 
and Lesser will use several 
countries as _ back- 
‘grounds for “The Sixth Column.” 
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And add these 
Banner Year Hits! 
THE MUDLARK 


Irene Dunne 


BIRD OF PARADISE 
TECHNICOLOR 
Louis Jourdan, Debra Paget 
Jeff Chandler 


1 CAN GET IT 
FOR YOU WHOLESALE 


Susan Hayward, 
Dan Dailey, George Sanders 


FOLLOW THE SUN 


Glenn Ford, Anne Baxter 


HALF ANGEL 
TECHNICOLOR 
Loretta Young, Joseph Cotten 


RAWHIDE 


Tyrone Power 
Susan Hayward 


ON THE RIVIERA 
TECHNICOLOR . 
Danny Kaye, Gene Tierney, 
Corinne Calvet 


FThows No Businae Like 
0) Wor re 
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620th CENTURY-FOX won 1950's production 


honors hands down—and the distribution branch 
performed a magnificent job in exploiting the great 
product it had to sell. The program was versatile 


and wonderful. [here were times during 





the past year when exhibitors felt 
that 20th Century-Fox, almost 


single-handed, was sustaining the 











industry. The new season is off to a blazing 





start with the top war film of the past decade, 
“HALLS OF MONTEZUMA”, On the agenda to follow 
are such worthy subjects as “CALL ME MISTER” 
(Betty Grable-Dan Dailey), from the smash Broad- 
way musical; “THE THIRTEENTH LETTER” (Linda 
Darnell-Charles Boyer), “1D CLIMB THE HIGHEST 
MOUNTAIN” (Susan Hayward-William Lundigan), 
“THE FROG MEN” Richard Widmark-Dana 
Andrews), “NO HIGHWAY” (James Stewart- 
Marlene Dietrich), “WILL YOU LOVE ME IN 
DECEMBER” (Monty Woolley). The list also includes 
what promises to be one of the screen's greatest 
spectacles, “DAVID AND BATHSHEBA” (Gregory 
Peck-Susan Hayward), . 

The above is enough to suggest that 1951 will 
be another banner year for 20th Century-Fox.99 
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' St. Louis Variety Club to a South == — = 
| St. Louis woman hm — Be - 
md “ operation of a clinic for under- B t CG 
S From Film Row privileged children, stolen from in} ic ure rosses 
front of Mrs. Regie Newell’s home. | 
| Julius Leventhal, owner pee : 
s operator of two downtown film) MINNEAPOLIS | ‘At War’ Smash $16,000 
ington territorv He replaces theatres, was seriously injure as . ; 7 de se 
NEW YORK Doug Beck, ae ts being trans- week when he was pinned beneath (Continued from page 8 Despite L’ville Storm 
James R. Grainger, Republic ferred to another district. his- auto following a collision. “Grounds for Marriage” (M-G) and | Louisville, Feb. 6 
sales chief. returned to the home- Jealy f His leg was shattered so badly stage show headed by Ames Bros.,| wor e, Feb. 6. 
office Monday (5) after a four-day ma MacNealy, agg in the crash that amputation was Janis Paige and Jerry Colonna. Bi * —se Pa —_ 25 
trip to Boston. John P. Curtin, Shea's Orpheum here in Me necessary. y , last week, and 


New England division manager, 
accompanied him. 

Harry Stern, head of the special 
features division of Azteca Films 
and Clasa-Mohme, leaves for the 
Coast today ‘(Wed.) for homeoffice 
product confabs. Rat 

Maurice A. Bergman, Universal 
h.o. exec, addressing Publicity Club 
of Chicago tomorrow (‘Thurs.) and 
Cincinnati Variety Club on Satur- 
dav (10 

Ed Svigals, formerly with Super- 
film Distributing Corp., joined 
Scalera Film Distributing Corp. 
general sales manager. 


PITTSBURGH 


Zeilor, long-time manager 
of J. P. Harris theatre downtown, 
returned to that post by Harris 
Amus. Company. For some time 
he has been supervising circuit's 
city houses. Zeilor replaces De- 
Fazio. who transferring to 
Liberty. nabe spot. 

William R. Wheat, 
tor of the Sewickley 
bought the Coraopolis 
F. E. MecGillick Co. 
Sewickley outfit has had 
gage on the Coraopolis property 
for a number of years. Sale and 
transfer removes from exhibition, 
a vet in the business, F. E. Me- 
Gillick, who once operated three 
theatres 

Stanley Jack Lange resigned 
his booking berth at RKO to join 
Republic as a salesman in West 
Virginia territory. He succeeds 
Frank Reller, who has gone back 
to Palmyra. Mo., where his father, 
an indie exhibitor in Kansas City, 
purchased a theatre for him. 

More than $2,000,000 will be in- 
vested in expunding the West Erie 
Plaza drive-in shopping center, 
where Dipsons Plaza Theatre re- 
cently opened. 

Hugh McKenzie named_ to 
handle exploitation for RKO in 
the Pittsburgh-Philadelphia-Wash- 


as 


Bill 


1S 


owner-opera- 

Theatre, 
from the 
Wheat’s 
a mort- 











FOR RENT 
RAJAH THEATRE 
READING, PA. 


AVAILABLE FOR 
LONG LEASE — 


Reading's Largest Theatre 
Seating Capacity 2,200 


Suitable for Pictures, 
Vaudeville, Legitimate, Etc. 


For full information Write 


RAJAH TEMPLE 
READING, PA. 

















4 ENGINE DOUGLAS DC-4S 


Direct from La Guardia and Newark 


NON STOP 


MIAMI 


$43.00 


Curtis $35 


SRR carirornias 7 


1 Way 1 STOP 


CHICAGO $24 





Return 


Flynn AMERICAN | 
F 7 _ NRLINES 


Free Ticket Del’y. irr lights plus tax 
BRyant 9-6492 

903 Sth Ave. (Ent. 42nd St.) Suite ‘0 

BROOKI YN BRONX 

UL 5-3888 LU 4-0607 


Hotel St. George 2488 Gr. Concourse 
Clark Street ' (FerdhamRd) Rm 32% 


TRAVEL. AGENTS RECOGNIZED 
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PORTSERVICE BLOG 


* BUFFALO N.Y 


| hosnital bre. 
! 





shi ‘’s in Geneva, 
ag rtp gnech am, Edward B. Arthur, general man- 


at, ager of Fanchon & Marco Service 
©., Corp. and the St. Louis Amus. Co., 
distributed $2,150 in cash to man- 
agers of theatres controlled by the 
organization following a413-week 


O.; Orpheum post goes to Willi 
Kibrige, formerly assistant 
chain’s New Philadelphia, 
house. 
Last against 


first-run holdout 


ner: ‘rease 1 admission (ic ', haces 
. joo gg Mg pe w’s "Pe nn. finally Showmanship and Best Gross 
SCé > ss > ‘ > 7 7 \ ee a on 
fell into line. Originally Fulton | ©@™ Palen. 
and Harris were first downtown scanning 


keys to go from 45-80 cents to 50- 
85: a couple of weeks later, the two 
WB sites, Stanley and Warner, did 
likewise. 


CINCINNATI 


City amusement tax collections 


declined 19.19°> in 1950 as com- 
pared with 1949. Tax of 3% has 
been levied by Cincy since Ohio 


The BKB Booking Service form- 
ed here by Bob Hartgrove and B. 
Crim, has begun operations. Hart- 


dropped its amusement tax several 
years ago. Theatre tax last year 
dropped off 27.10°o. 

Col. Joseph F. Goetz, vet thea- 


grove formerly was with South--tre executive and recently Capitol 
west Theatres here as booker. and Shubert manager here, returns 


to active duty Feb. 5 at Air Force 
headquarters in the Pentagon as 
chief of the film and entertainment 
section. He held the position for | 
two years before resuming reserve | 
status 10 months ago. 


Southwest Theatres moved its 
booking office from here to Corpus 
Christi. Leo Newman, partner in 
circuit, is in charge of the office. 

R. V. Payne named confidential 


He will su-| 
-cretary arstate Theatre oo . 
secretary to_ Inter state . F pervise operation of Air Force base | 
Circuit general manager, R. * theatres and procure and organ- 
O'Donnell. Payne was formerly at . ap , 


ize entertainment talent for over- 


> Majestic as treasurer. Payne 
the Majestic as tre a) seas tours. 


was replaced at Majestic by Alec 
Barr, who formerly was Palace 
treasurer. 

Ben Ferguson sold his Hearne 
Drive-In at Hearne to Frank Bill Blake, who has’ been plug- 
Navels. _ ging J. Arthur Rank product on 

Jay Raney, assistant manager Of roadshow tours out of New York, 
Metropolitan in Houston, called to moves to San Francisco. where he 
active duty in the Navy. has been named press rep for 

Maurice Easterling opened the RKO Golden Gate theatre. Prior | 
National Theatre at Mexia on the to joining Rank organization in| 
site of the old Palace. House waS New York. Blake was eastern | 
completely remodeled. story editor for Universal. 

Ed Terhune, who has been with | 
RKO exchange here in charge of | 
exploitation for more than four 
years, is leaving to become owner | 
and operator of the Fiesta, nabe | 


SAN FRANCISCO 





WASHINGTON 


(Continued from page 8) | 


house in Kansas City, Mo. Prior | «wp. ops. sty . ay | Wyoming Mail” (U) and “For- 
to coming here, Terhune repre- Ry (U), plus vaude, okay yey ——— (Mono). So-so 
sente CO i . Louis d Salt : 7 ,000. ast week, ‘Mystery Sub- 
ee wore , Dupont ‘Lopert) (375; 50-85)— | marine’ (U) and Gatamaene | 
|“Orpheus” (Indie). Firm $3,500. Girl” (U), $6,000. 
Last week, “Queen of Spades” (In- Oriental (Evergreen) (2,000; 50- 


CHICAGO die), good $4,000. 
Appeal before Illinois Supreme Toon ll 
Court to ban drive-in construction _. “ 
: , Last week, 
in Skokie, Ill., was lost by sub- (U). $7,000 
urban officials last week. Circuit M on lit ow ” 
court last year nixed suburb’s de-| ,,C*ropoiitan =‘Warner’ | 
mand to restrain Skokie Amus. Co. , 44-74)—"California Passage” (Rep). 
from erecting its ozoner on the 
grounds it was a health menace. 
Balaban & Katz’ Tivoli theatre 


(RKO) 
(RKO). 
“Mystery Submarine” 


(1,939; 44-80)— 


$3,500. 


televised General Eisenhower's Palace (Loew’s) (2,370; 44-74)—§ |: s ra 

speech last week. Tivoli is now “At War With Army” (Par) (2d wih), | a Soe UA), va 3 400: 
circuit's key theatre TV house, Holding to fancy $15,000. Last | 59 gg) "At War With, wey ee 
having beamed local 5-11 blaze and | week, sock $22,000. am Army (Par) 


Truman’s State of Union already | 

in 1951. $2.40)—“Cyrano” ‘UA) (3d wk). 
Georgia Theatre Co., United Nice $6,000 after good $7,000 last 

Paramount affiliate, is bankrolling |} week. 

daily quarter-hour quiz shows in| Warner (WB) (2.174: 

Georgia. Package is handled by “Born Yesterday” (Col). 

Hal Tate Productions here. | | $20,000, breaking year’s record for 

Variety Club of Illinois will hold this company show case, and lead- 
its installation dinner for new ing town by wide margin. Last 
Chief Barker, Irving Mack, Feb. 16 week, “Operation Pacific” (WB) (2d 
at the Blackstone. wk), $11,000. 

Allied of Illinois official Van. ' 
Nomikos returned from Washing- | 
ton trade confabs to officiate in 
farewell ceremony for Lou Abram- 
son, retiring Allied secretary. 





SAN FRANCISCO 


(Continued from page 9) 


ey Big $16,000. ae Woes 
|“Born Yesterday” (Col) (3d wk), 


The Allen, Franklin, Ill., oper-|  4,,; ( : 
_ated by Mrs. M. Borcek, St. Louis, | ana Rr Frost 
| shuttered because of poor biz. '(m.o.). Sock $12,000 on fourth 
a Pat eo ae Iil., has’ week downtown. Last week, “Har- 
cosed his Avon, 1,750-seater in | vey” (U) (m.o.), $6,500, also fourth 
ew neg Ill., for an_ indefinite | downtown round. 
| period. : 
|p The Vernon, Mr. Vernon, Ill.,| Stagedoor (A-R) (370; $1.20-$2.40) 
owned by the Southern Enterprises “Cyrano” (UA) (3d wk). Holding 
oe St. Louis shuttered for face- $8 —" Last week, capacity 

ifting. , . 
| A 10e admission boost placed in| Clay (Rosener) (400; 65-85)— 
| effect at Capitol, Pickneyville, IIl., '“Dancing Years” (Indie) (2d wk) 
owned by T. D. Beninati. (reissue). Oke $2,200. Last week, 
Irvin Katches, manager of the $2,600. 

St. Louis Amus.-Co.’s Kingsland, re- | Larkin (Rosener) (400; 65-85)— 
signed 4 omer Shereaee field. |“Bitter Rice” (Indie) (7th wk). Oke 
osep otnik, 75, former owner | $2,000. L . $3,300. 

of McNair, indie house here, under , $ ast week, $3,000 
treatment for heart trouble. 





_$1.20)—“Trio” (3d wk). Nice $6,- 
John A. and Elmer J. Kraus $ : 
readying their new theatre’ in 500. Last week, $6,800. 
ee ie for oar opening, 

e inton, eckmeyer, IIl., 
i canes by Deane DuComb, re- SEATTLE 
4 ms under lease by Henry Gar- | (Continued from page 8) 
| The Avon, operated by Pau! Plus Mills Bros. onstage. Prices 
Schroeder, Breese, Ill., undergo- Upped, but still great $13,000. Last 


_ing facelifting. week, 
John Florino, owner of the State. 
Duquoiun, Ill, removing several , 4t 50-84¢ scale. 
rows of seats to increase patron Paramount ‘Evergreen) (3,039: 
comfort. " 65-90)—"‘Steel Helmet” (Lip) and 
Sol Hankin, St. Louis Monogram “3 Desperate Men” (Lip). Fine 
-salesman, bedded in the Jewish $10,000. Last week, “At War With 
Army” (Par) and “Call 
A stattl. wagon, donated by the . (Mono) (2d wk), $7,300. 


“Never Dull Moment” 


(RKO) (2d run) plus vaude, $5,400 | 


Playhouse ‘Lopert) (485; $1.20- | wk), 


44-74)— G) (2d wk). 
Socko Last week, $7,000. 


| 


| 


beat, “Caged” 
big returns, with “Dallas” and “So 


(Par) (2d wk), sock $12,500. - 
Vogue <«S. F. Theatres) (365; $1- 


| 
} 
| 
| 


Klondike” Last week, “Harvey” (U) (6th wk), 
| $4,500. 


Fine stage bill started well and 
may build by reason of favorable 
word-of-mouth. Big $31,000. Last 
week, “Dallas” (WB), $10,500 at 
50-70e scale. 


RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 35- 


70) — “Gambling House” (RKO). 
Mild $8,000. Last week, “Born 
Yesterday” (Col) (2d wk), big 
$9,600. 


RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 35-70)— 
“Born Yesterday” (Col) (m.o.). 
Robust $7,000. Last week, “Wyo- 
ming Mail” (U) and ‘Massacre 
Hill” (Indie), slow $4,000. 


State (Par) (2,300; 50-70)— 
“Mrs. O’Malley, Mr. Malone” 
(M-G). Okay $7,500. Last week, 


“Storm Warning” (WB), $7.000. 

World <iMann) (400; 50-85)— 
“Bitter Rice” (Indie) (2d wk). Big 
$4,000. Last week, $3,500. 


‘Pacific’ Wow $18,000, 
Port.; ‘Husbands’ 106 


Portland, Ore., Feb. 6. 

John Wayne has always been a 
big draw at local cinemas, and his 
latest, “Operation Pacific’ at 
Oriental and Orpheum is living up 
to past experience, being smash. 
Other pictures are definitely not 
up to par. However, “At War With 
Army” looms good in final 5 days 
of second week. Nabe houses are 
still doing well with 50c and 65c 
scale as against 90c top at down- 
town first-runs. | 


Estimates for This Week 


Broadway (Parker) (1,890: 50-90) 
—‘‘Three Husbands” (UA) and} 





|“Once A Thief’ (UA). Oke $10,000. | 


; Last week, “Pagan Love Song” 
| (M-G) and “D.O. A.”” (UA) (2d wk), 
| $9,000. 


Mayfair (Parker) (1,500; 50-90)— 


90)—“‘Operation Pacific” (WB) and 
“Bandit Queen” (Indie), day-date 


Solid $10,000. with Orpheum. Sock $7,500. Last 


week, “At War With Army” (Par) 
and “High Lonesome” (EL), good 


Orpheum (Evergreen) (1,750; 50- 


'Okay $5,000. Last week, “Once a} 90)—“Operation Pacific” (WB) and 
Thief” (UA) and “Gun Crazy” (UA), | Re ~ Queen” (Indie), also Orien- 
i al. 


Smash $10,500. Last week, 


“Highway 301” (WB) and “South- 


and “High Lonesome” (EL) (2d | 
Good $7,000 in 5 days. Last 
week, $10,500. | 

United Artists (Parker) (890; 50- | 
90)—“Grounds For Marriage” (M- 


Mild $5,000 or less. 





‘Caged’ Smash $20,000, 
Toronto; ‘Dallas’ 12G 


Toronto, Feb. 6. 
With biz generally on the up- 
is pacing the city to 


Long at the Fair” also top grossers 
among newcomers. “Pagan Love 
Song” is also neat on second week. 
Estimates for This Week 

Downtown, Glendale, Mayfair, 
Scarboro, State (Taylor) (1,059; 
955; 470; 698; 694; 35-57)—“Mid- 
night and Dawn” (Col) and “Cap- 
tive Girl” (Col). Neat $13,500. 
Last week, “Outrage” (RKO) and 
“Counterspy Scotland Yard,” (Col) 
$15,000. 

Eglinton, Victoria (FP) (1,180; 
1,140; 38-77)—“Man Who Cheated 


paralyzed traffic for a couple days, 


Town is still blanketed by the 
white stuff, and some downtown 
houses are feeling the effects, 


Standout exception is the Rialto, 
where “At War With Army” is do- 
ing terrific biz. Schools were 
closed part of week, and teen- 
agers made most of the holiday, 
Took current winter spell to close 
some of drive-ins, a few of which 
have been operating all winter. 
Estimates for This Week 

Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,200: 
45-65)—“‘Operation Pacific’ (WB) 
(2d wk). Moderate $4,500. Last 
week, bumper $9,500. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) 
45-65)—"““At War With Army” 
(Par) and “Federal Man” (EL). 
Surprise week of year. With worst 
winter snow in quarter of cen- 
tury, Martin-Lewis starrer likely 
will hit sock $16,000. Last week, 
“Halls of Montezuma” (20th), 
$15,000 and m.o. 

State (Loew’s) (3,000; 45-65) — 
“Sin: (M-G) and “Revenue 
Agent” (Col). Opened Sunday (4) 
while town was still hard hit by 
snow. Should get moderate $9,000 
or more. Last week, “Grounds for 
Marriage’ (M-G) and “Counter- 


(3,000; 


spy Meets Scotland Yard” (Col), 
same. 

Strand (FA) (1,200; 45-65)— 
“Walk Softly, Stranger” (RKO) 
and “Double Deal” (RKO). Mild 
$4.500. Last week, “Undercover 
Girl” (U) and “Mystery Sube- 


marine” (U), ditto. 





BALTIMORE 


(Continued from page 9) 


Keeps” (RKO) and vaude headed 
by Jack La Rue, $10,400. 

Keith’s (‘Schanberger) (2,460; 20- 
70) “Target Unknown” (VU). 
Opened today (Tues.) after second 
week of “Branded” (Par) added 
$5,000 to mild $7,300 preem. 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 20-70) — 
“Al Jennings of Oklahoma” (Col) 
(2d wk). Holding to mild $4,000 
after better than average starter 
$5,000. 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 20-70) — 
'‘“Halls of Montezuma” (20th) (2d 
wk). Going well at $10,000 after 
fine initial round at $14,800. 


Stanley (WB) (3,280; 25-75) — 
“At War With Army” (Par) (2d 
wk). Rousing $13,000 on heels of 


| big $17,300 preem. 

Town (Rappaport) (1,500; 35-70) 
—"Born Yesterday” (Gol) (3d wk). 
Still in good shape at $7,000 after 


'fancy $14,800 last week. 



















only one 
Lord Tarleton 


The entire blockfront 
of ocean-privacy 
40th to 41st Sts. 


COMPLETELY 
AIR-CONDITIONED 


Reservations, 
Walter Jacobs 








Himself” (20th). So-so $6,000. 
Last week, “Next Voice” (M-G) 
$5,000. ‘| 

Imperial (FP) (3.373; 28-77) —| 
“Caged” (WB). Smash $20,000. | 
Last week, “At War With Army” | 


Loew’s (Loew) (2,096; 48-67) — 
“Pagan Love Song” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Fine $9,000. Last week, $12.500. 

Nortown, University (FP) (959; 
1,556; 38-77) — “Where Danger 
Lies” (RKO). Fair $10,000. Last 
\e.k, “September Affair” (Par) 
(2d wk), $9,000. 

Odeon (Rank) (2,390; 50-90) — 
So Long at Fair’ (EL). Hefty 
$12,000. Last week, ‘Mudlark” 
(20th) (3d wk), same. 

Shea’s (FP) (2,386; 38-77) — 
“Dallas” (WB). Lusty $12,000. 
Last week, “Breakthrough” (WB), 
$10,500. 

Uptown (Loew) (2,743: 38-67) — 
“Frenchie” (WU), Light $5,500. 











| New York Theatres. 


RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL——— 
Rockefeller Center 


JOAN FONTAINE ® JOSEPH COTTON 
in Hal Wallis’ Production 


“SEPTEMBER AFFAIR” 


A Paramount Picture 
plus Spectacular Stage Presentation 
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RADIO 











NBC PREPPING 


Thrown by a Half-Nielsen 


Some of the trade gripes against the Nielsen rating sample and 
its powerful impact on American radio and television are being 


dramatized as follows: 


With 41,000,000 radio homes in the U. S. and upwards of 85,- 
000,000 sets, how, it’s being asked, can the trade justify a rating 
based on 1,500 audimeters (and allowing for faulty mechanisms, 


etc., it’s estimated the figure is closer to 1,200)? 


Who, many are 


asking, are the individuals whose tastes in radio programming are 
considered as representative of the nation’s likes and dislikes? 


Has anyone seen them? 
brackets of these chosen few? 


What are the economic levels and age 


It's this same 1,200 sample, critics point out, on which hangs in 
the balance the careers of talent, big and small; on which is deter- 
mined the continued existence of programs representing outlays 
of millions of dollars; that create crises and upheavals within in- ° 
dustrial empires such as Procter & Gamble, Colgate, General Foods, 
etc., since the rating system is accepted as the criterion in the 
overall radio-TV advertising pattern. 














CBS Lines Up Flock of Summer 








Shows With Top Pix Personalities 


With the radio networks expect-+ 


ing to have as much free time 
opening up this summer as in pre- 
vious years, CBS this week set ten- 
tative plans for seven new half- 
hour programs to bow in during 
the hiatus period. As in years past, | 
CBS hopes the summer preems will 
serve a double purpose, Besides | 
filling the free time, they will also 
be actual on-the-air auditions, 
which will give the web's sales de- 
partment a better chance in pitch- 
ing them to prospective sponsors | 
and agencies for a continued coed 
next fall and winter, 


Six of the new shows, which were 
lined up this week in huddles be- | 
tween program veepee Hubbell | 
Robinson, Jr., and the web’s Coast | 
veepee, Harry Ackerman, are to! 
originate from Hollywood. They'll | 
spotlight some top film personali- | 
ties, including Claudette Colbert, | 
who will be making her debut in 








True Life Stories 
Chicago, Feb. 6. 
WBBM, Chi CBS mouth- 
piece, has been running its 
staffers through the shot line 
with more than 70 employees 
receiving flu vaccinations, But 
the anti-flu campaign was tem- 
porarily halted last week when 
WBBM nurse Bernice Malec, 
who had been yielding the 
needle, was sent to a hospital. 
She was bedded with the flu. 


Directors to Fight 
CBS Loyalty Quiz, 








Tamer aatie saree ion: Back Non-Signers 


tain the basic pattern of each eve- | 
ning in its current programming | 
by slotting the new mystery shows, | 
for example, on Thursday nights 


(Continued on page 34) 


$506 CBS Billings 
In New PM Buy 


itself additional | 








CBS grabbed 
annual gross billings of $850,000 


Resolution condemning CBS loy- 


'alty questionnaire and mapping 


plans to defend those declining to 
sign was unanimously passed at a 
New York membership meeting of 
the Radio-Television Directors 
Guild Monday (5). 

Declaring that it approved 
CBS’ aim of averting possible 
sabotage and suberversion, RTDG 
local said it “deplored’’ CBS’ loy- 
alty quiz because “it will do harm 
to innocent persons.” It said that 
it is not proper for a private cor- 


| poration “to assume powers be- 
ont .. | longing to the Federal Govern- 
last week, when Philip Morris ment” and that it “resents the ad- | 


bought the Thursday night 10-10:30 | niccion of the element of political 


period, effective March 15, for @ faith into the determination of a nounced that it was running a Show 


revival of its “Philip Morris Play- | 
house” series. Bracketed with the | 
“Hallmark Playhouse” (9:30-10), it 
gives CBS a full hour of dramatic 
entries. 


PM bought the web on a 150- 
station basis. It gives CBS a clean 
sweep of all the ciggie company’s 
AM-TV nighttime programming, 
all. channeled through the Biow 
agency, and including “Truth or 
Consequences” on radio and video, 
and the Horace Heidt AM-TV 
stanzas: (Cecil & Presbrey han- 
dies PM's daytime programming.) 





Philip Morris buy represents one | 


of the major half-hour nighttime 


these days insofar as it completely | 


bypasses the multiple-faceted trick 
deals abounding in the medium. 


PM's takeover of the 10-10:30. 


time will cue the switchover of the 
“Lineup” sustainer to a new time 
segment, 


Gamble Buys KCMJ 


Palm Springs, Feb. 6. 
Ted Gamble, theatre owner, and 





man’s right to work.” 

RTDG said that while CBS has 
the legal right to quiz employees, 
“we equally respect the individ- 
ual’s right to refrain from answer- 
ing these questions. The individ- 
ual’s abstention is in no way to 
prejudice his position nor ‘in any 
way to be regarded as self-incrim- 
inatory.” Guild said it would “‘em- 
ploy every means” to “protect and 
sustain in his job at CBS any one 
of its members who refuses to 
answer the form.” 

Directors union has expanded its 
committee which handles griev- 


‘BIG 
WEB TO PROBE 
RAT 


By GEORGE ROSEN 


The “big showdown” on “The 
Big Show” appears to be on tap. 

The upcoming meeting of the 
NBC Station Planning Advisory 
Committee, comprised of key 
affiliate members, which will take 
place in New York next week (14- 
15), has particular significance. 
For high on the agenda is an item 
that the network and its affiliates 
will try to resolve once and for all 





| and which, in the process of resolv- 
ing, may have wide repercussions 


within broadcasting. 

NBC will ask the affiliates point 
blank what they think about’ the 
network’s Sunday evening star- 





spangled “Big Show,” on which the 
web lavishes about $50,000 a week 
in an attempt to compete against 


| Jack Benny on CBS. Thus far NBC 


has garnered nothing but praise 
(encomiums that have rated the 
show anywhere from “the season’s 
best” to the: “most razzle-dazzle 
comedy-entertainment layout since 
broadcasting was incepted”). But 
while NBC has been showered with 
kudos for the 6 to 7:30 Sabbath 
spread, CBS has been grabbing off 
the Nielsens—and where the ad- 
vertiser is concerned, that’s the 
ultimate in payoff. 

NBC doesn’t believe the Nielsens 
are telling the accurate story. 
When the affiliate boys congregate, 


| NBC will ask: Is is true what they 
| (Nielsen) say about Dixie, the mid- 


west, northwest, and New England, 
that the “Big Show” not alone fail- 
ing to meet the Benny challenge, 
doesn’t_even stand up in audience 
draw with Columbia’s “Rate Your 
| Mate” sustainer or “Our Miss 
| Brooks”? 





Affiliate Problem 

To the affiliates, who have wait- 
ed nearly three years for NBC to 
| come up with the Sunday evening 
; answer, this is a vital problem, 
i since a lot of sponsorship coin has 
been at stake while they’ve been 
forced to play 6 to 7:30 as ‘“‘sustain- 
‘ing time” over too long a period. 
It's known that some of the affiliate 
| managers,. representing stations in 
key markets, agree with NBC on 
‘the basis of their own home-ground 
| studies, that somewhere along the 
line something’s gone askew. They 
say they can furnish evidence that 
the “Big Show” outdraws the CBS 
| competition in their own particular 
| bailiwicks, and thus refuse to place 
reliance on the national Nielsen 
projection. 

NBC points with pride to the 
|fact that, no sooner had it an- 





| Train out of New Haven for the 
| Feb. 18 broadcast, than Bostonians 
|chimed in with a “count us in, 
/ too,” with result that a second Show 
Train special will carry 500 from 
(Continued on page 60) 


Dallas Scores ‘Big Show’ 
For Lack of Local Slant; 
‘Hodgepodge of Nothing’ 


Dallas. 








Editor VARIETY: 
In a recent issue of VARIETY 


Nb OTAND 
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SHOWDO 


WN’ 
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To Current 


‘One Big Industry-Supported Rating 
Organization Proposed to Put End 


State of Confusion 


+ 





Never Say Die 

Despite his red ink opera- 
tion last year, the defection of 
NBC from his television serv- 
ice and some agency qualms 
over the limited rating"sample 
and belated reports which are 
Still five-six weeks behind, A. 
C. Nielsen envisions a bigtime 
future for his radio and TV 
research operations, contident 
that he’ll lick the bugaboo. 

In his annual report, just 
released, Nielsen highlights 
the addition of 39 new sub- 
scribers (including 18 adver- 
tisers, 15 agencies) to his ra- 
dio-video index services, with 
60% of all Nielsen clients now 
subscribing to his TV service, 
inaugurated during ’50. 


ABC's Radio-TV 
~ Co-op Bonanza; 


731 Bankrollers 


| Reflecting the great upbeat in 
jlocal and national spot business, 
|cO-Op programs are garnering new 
|sponsors. ABC reports its co-ops 
‘in the last four months of 1950 
| were 26% higher than 
| vious year, while income in Jan- 
/uary this year is up 28° over a 
‘year ago. In video, ABC-TV’s co- 
op billings are up 450°%, as the 
'web added new stanzas to service 
its affiliates. 

According to Ludwig Simmel, 
'ABC’s co-op manager, the chain 
/now has 731 co-op bankrollers 
against 601 a year ago. Because 
|of the success of this type of opera- 
‘tion, the net and Stella Karn, man- 
ager of Mary Margaret McBride, 
_are confabbing on a co-op show 
for the femme gabber. Web clicked 
‘with co-op peddling of the ‘‘Foot- 
| ball Game of the Week” in mar- 
| kets not purchased by Army re- 
'cruiting and Sylvania and is plan- 
ning to reprise the gridcasts on 
a co-op basis this fall. 

Web’s lineup of news co-ops, in- 
‘cluding Martin Agronsky, Bert An- 
drews, Elmer Davis, Pauline Fred- 
erick, “Headline Edition,’’ George 
Sokolsky and Baukhage (latter is 
being replaced by Paul Harvey on 
| April 2), has done even better than 
| the average airer. 
boom in news interest, these co- 
ops show a 37% increase. 

ABC’s innovations in the field in- 
clude the skedding of two night- 
time dramatic programs in a block, 
Wednesdays at 9-10 p. m. These 
are Paul Stewart's ‘‘Rogue’s Gal- 
lery” and Edward Arnold’s “Mr. 
President.” 


Co-ops are getting support from 

















some of the leading national ad- 


the pre- of 


Based on the| 


red ervey the loyalty oath and “black- | there appeared an article con-/|Vertisers, Simmel points out, such | 
sales in recent months, a rarity | 





list” 








issues. Legal committee 1s) cerned with the failure of NBC’s as Sinclair Oil, International Har- | 
expensive expectations. Although | rich, Socony Vacuum, Seven-Up, | 
INTO BOGARTS’ STANZA the Neilsen, the fact remains that lets take one or more co-ops. Timé 
| the super-extravaganza is not all | charges amount to about $400,000 a 
for the Humphrey Bogart-Lauren | understand why. All that money, 


(Continued on page 36) “The Big Show” to live up to some , vester, Sears Roebuck, B. F. Good- | 
BREWERS POUR COIN a subsequent Trendex report | Westinghouse and Ford Dealers. 
| showed it to better advantage than’ In tele 41 of ABC-TV’s 61 out- 
Brewers have accounted for 40% | that a lot of pretty hep characters | year for shows such as Roller Der- 
of the 209 markets already signed | thought it would be, and they can’t | (Continued on page 38) 
Bacall “Bold Venture” transcriber, | all that time, and all those names) wy). . 
which kicks off March 26. | seem to add only to a surefire hit | Winsor Taking Over At 
In the three weeks the Frederic in the minds of those persons re 





‘ i io City. , 1 
|W. Ziv Co. open-ender has been on inhabit Radio Cit Biow in R vere § t. 
his brother, Joe, have bought | sale it has been picked up for 82| And yet, viewed from a local—| eve po 
KCMJ, affiliate of CBS, from Dick cities by beer companies. 


Among! and detached angle—the reason; Roy Winsor takes over the radio- | 


Joy and Don McBain, Station went |he outfits inking for 52-week deals | for the show's being less than tre- TV spot at the Biow agency left | 
on the air in 1946 on license to Joy, | are: Pfeiffer Seowing. via Maxon | Mendous seems perfectly obvious. | vacant by the sadden death last 


KNX  announcer-newscaster, and | agency, which has purchased “Ven- | 
McBain, former CBS engineer and | ture” for 32 Michigan and midwest | 


now United Airlines captain. 


Ted Gamble was chairman of the | Crolly agency, using 25 eastern 


Bond Drivé during the last year 
and is active in exhibitor -circles. 


ion, 


} 


H is brother. wilh mapegs the ,sta- | 


| Of what significance is “the local! week of Tom Revere. 
angle”? For one thing, all radio is Ags with Revere, Winsor will con- 
via essentially local radio. A listener cern himself principally with the | 
= —h yg hwy BR Procter & Gamble programming) 
ities; Theo. Hamm Brewing, via nor Js be toe +55 } 
Cambell: Mithun agency, for nine, amount of money NBC is spending. | cluding “FBI in Peace and War” 


cities; Stegmaier Brewing, 


seph Katz, for six Virginia outlets.,) (Continued' on page 38) ° Travevet” show on NBC. 


cities; and Globe Brewing. yia ,Jo- | He doesn’t care. He listens to his on CBS and the daytime “Welcome, sharp 


* There has been increased agitae 


| tion of late among some of the key 
| figures in radio and television for 
‘some action looking toward the 
| eradication of the confusing rating 
| Situation and the return to an in- 


‘| dustry-supported sétup which cofild © 


take over. 
| The present chaotic state of afs 
| fairs among the competing nose- 
‘counting organizations both in 
| radio and TV is unprecedented, it’s 
| recognized, and is costing broad- 
| casters, agencies and advertisers 
| millions of dollars annually. Prace 
{tically everybody agrees that the 
| present turbulent situation is any- 
|thing but healthy. No two ratings 
| tell the same story; networks are 
| divided into rating camps favoring 
ithe systems that project their 
| shows in the most favorable light. 
Broadcasters now recognize that 
| the days of Archibald Crossley and 
| his industry-supported CAB were 
haleyon ones, when everybody 
could agree on the same set of 
figures, and few others were around 
(with the notable exception of 
| Hooper, who eventually bought out 
iCAB) to challenge the findings. 
Today, with the recognition that 
|TV’s ascendancy opens brand new 
| vistas in research and a chance to 
|cash in on video ratings, there are 
| nearly a dozen competing outfits, 
topped by A. C. Nielsen, fighting it 
out for supremacy. 
| Those favoring a return to an 
industry rating organization agree 
| that it would bring about a saving 
millions annually. But more 
important, they aver, it would end 
the continuous. intra-trade bicker- 
ing as to “who's right .and who’s 
wrong’ and help write finis to the 
most confused facet of industry 
| operation. 
_ Some-had hoped a few years 
back thet the creation of Broad- 
cast Measurement Bureau would 
help resolve the situation. But 
_BMB, on which $1,000,900 and niore 
/ was lavished annually by the broad- 
‘casters, apparently got off on the 
wrong foot from the start and 
| never succeeded in capturing the 
| required nomentum or general ac- 
| ceptance. i , 


| 


Hal Bock Quits 
NBC on Coast 


Hollywood, Feb. 6. 
Harold J. (Hal) Bock, NBC di- 
‘rector of talent relations, has re- 
signed after 17 years with the 
network. .He joined the web in 
San Franciseo, where he had been 
VARIETY correspondent. 


After a short hitch in publicity, 
Bock _ became _ western’ division 
press manager with headquarters 
in Hollywood. He was named 
KNBH manager when the NBC 
telestation took to the air and held 
that position until late year. In 
the past few months Bock was 
liaison between network and the 
talent. He will rest at Palm Springs 
before making a new connection. 


| 











"RCA MULLING MARCH - 


"$64 QUESTION’ BOWOUT 


NBC has been told to alert itself 
to the probability of the Sunday 
night 10 to 10:30 period opening 
up, with RCA mulling a March can- 
cellatfén of the “$64 QticStion” 
show (formerly “Take It or Leave 
it’). " Package is owned by the 
Milton Biow agency, with J. Walter 
Thompson handling the RCA ace 
count, 


RCA, which has been using the 
program to plug its 45 rpm ma- 


the ' handled by the Biow agency, wo roy and records, picked up the 


tab for "$64 Question” when Ever- 


howed oyt 4 few months ago. 
Jack Paar currently emcees, 





RADIO 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, February 7, 1951 





Theatre for Freedom Airer Debuts 
Drive Vs. Commies in Show Biz 


Four-point program to combat # 
Communism in legit, pix, radio, tel- 
evision and music was announced | 
Wednesday (31) by Theatre for | 
Freedom, Inc., which is headed by 
John Wayne, on a palf-hour NBC 
" Show, titled “The Right 





Security Guards 
Networks are setting up se- 
curity regulations in line with 
the declaration of a national 
Notices have been 


program. emergency. S| “ 
to Freedom,” was given time by posted in various areas, suc 1 
the network as an answer to a as master control, recording 
stanza prepared by the American studios and transmitters, desig- 


nating them as restricted. 
CBS is issuing new passes to 

its employees. Blue passes are 

being given to staffers, permit- 


Civil Liberties Union over the w eb | 
Dec. 13. That airer, while attack- 
ing Communism here and abroad 

scored the McCarran Act as 


no- 


torious” and urged preventing the ting entrance into restricted 
, ] 7 jlace > ? CO y 
spread of violations of the Bill of places. Yellow passes go to 
Rights to “keep democracy’s rec- | all other staffers. . 
ord untarnished.” Identification passes will 


contain information on height, 
weight, color of hair and eyes. 
Photographs will be _ taken 
shortly for the cards. 


TFF's platform was announced | 
by Benjamin Gitlow, onetime head 
of the U. S. Communist Party who | 
broke with the Reds in the ’20’s 
and is now TFF executive director. 








‘pose of TFF, Gitlow declared . . 
sae NBC broadcast iss to mo- Three Goodwill Stations 
bilize all branches of the entertain- ” 3 - 
aaa aaa a eam Semnauaaienns Sign Loyalty Affidavits; 


to encourage the writing and pro- 
duction of plays, radio and TV pro- 
grams that will counteract Commu- 
nist ideology by stressing Ameri- 
can ideals; to eliminate Communist | 
influence from the entertainment 
world: and to enlist not only the 
moral but also the financial sup- 
port of loyal Americans to realize 
this program. 

Senator Pat McCarran, speaking 
by transcription on the show, said 
that Communist forces are misin- 

(Continued on page 38) 


CBS Collarites 
In Pay Hike Bid 


Group of CBS’ white collar and 
service employees in the web’s New 
York headquarters are holding an 
unofficial election for a wage nego- 
tiation committee to talk with the 
network for an immediate pay hike. 

Staffers sent the web a letter de- 
claring that they were taking the 
step because the chain has stated 
that it would not negotiate with the 
Radio Guild of the Distributive, 
Processing and Office Workers Un- 
ion until an NLRB election is held. 
“Since such an election will — 
some time, this would mean that ositi . ; : 
your employees will continue to gy iy am as ie come 
suffer from the rise in the cost of | with the company.” 
living,” the letter stated. It added| he Goodwill Stations were re- 
that the office and service workers | cently investigated by the FCC on 
were meeting “without reference to | charges of having slanted the news 
union allegiance and has united for | Hearings were held in Los Angeles 
the single purpose of obtaining an| ang Detroit. An FCC verdict is 
increase. There is no question | exepected soon 
about the fact that we represent| WQGaR is the second Cleveland 
the overwhelming sentiment Of! station to sign loyalty oaths. The 
CBS white collar and service em-| frst was WSRS. ji di 
ployees, whether they desire one | . » nae, 


All Employees Are In 


Cleveland, Feb. 6. 

Within 24 hours after their sig- 
natures were requested, virtually 
all employees of the Goodwill Sta- 
tions had signed loyalty affidavits. 

Request made made by John F. 
Patt, president of WJR (160 em- 
ployees); WGAR (88), and KMPC 
(50). Employees were asked 
whether they are now or have 
been a member of the Communist 
party, any Communist or Fascist 
|organization; or any organization 
|which (1) advocates overthrow of 
our constitutional form of govern- 
ment; (2) seeks to deny other per- 
sons their constitutional rights, or 
(3) seeks to alter our form of gov- 
ernment by unconstitutional means. | 

Station questionnaire printed 
list of organizations and groups 
designated by the Attorney Gener- 
al’s office of last Oct. 30 as sub- 
versive. 

Patt declared the questionnaire 





laration of national emergency and 
that the “statfOn felt obligated to 


and property and to make sure that 
all staff members have the full con- 
| fidence of listeners.” 

Memo emphasized radio’s vital 
‘role in the last war and the im- 
portance of “placing ourselves in a 


follows President Truman’s dec- | 


take steps to secure our personne! | 


McClure Leaving Chi NBC 
To Join Wade as Veepee 


Chicago, Feb. 6. 
Chi NBC AM net sales chief Paul 
McClure is resigning from the 
web March 1 to join the Wade | 





agency as veepee. 
|__No replacement has been set for 
'McClure, who has been with NBC 
|for 20 years. 


Giving "Em Away 
Washington, Feb. 6. 

FCC’s right hand doesn’t al- 
ways know what its left hand 
does, it seems. 

Though the Commissioners 
officially frown on giveaway 
radio airers, staffers were 
guests last week on Ted Lin- 
go’s “Government Guys and 


Liberty: Mappi 
Gals,” a WTOP-CBS daily give- 


Expansion Setup; | away feature, highlighting the 
Progressive Out | 


government’s' bureaus. The 

FCC staffers were guest stars, 

and walked off with the usual 

loot. 

Star of the show was FCC 
hearing examiner Leo Resnick, 
who won the modest jackpot. 











With the folding last week of the | 
| Progressive Broadcasting System, | 
'Gordon McLendon, prez of the! 
Liberty Broadcasting System, has 








announced a $1,000,000 expansion 
| program. 


| Ten-week old PBS folded” sud- | Hearing Due on WEOL Ad 
deny AN te PRS chic? Lavy Fin-| In Lorain Journal, Daily 
It Tagged ‘Monopolistic’ 


ley for Liberty to service its affili- 
Cleveland, Feb. 6. 


ates for one day, to give them time 
to get things in order. However, 
Liberty said that this was merely 

Federal Judge Emmerich Freed 
will set a hearing date this week 
on whether the Lorain Journal 


a one-day affair and that the web 
was negotiating with former PBS 
affiliates. Liberty expects to pick 

,must print an advertising boosting 
WEOL. The ad would urge the 
paper’s readers to “Listen to ‘Col- 


up about 30-40 of the Progressive 
outlets, mostly in the east, and has 

lector’s Corner’ WEOL, Friday 
11:30 p.m.” 


already signed about a dozen. 
Liberty says it now has about 
256 stations. It is feeding 14% 
hours of programs daily, including 
six 15-minute newscasts, two va-| Attroney Charles A. Baker, rep- 
resenting the Journal, told Judge 
Freed the advertisement. in effect, 
asked the paper to advertise a 
competitor. He added the Journal’s 


riety shows, a Hollywood gossip 

show, a basketball game each even- 
policies require the name of the 
advertiser to appear with the ad- 


ing and a re-created sports event 
vertisement. The ad was sub- 


during the afternoon. 
In Dallas, LBS headquarters, Mc- 
mitted by a men’s wear merchant. 
WEOL was one of the principal 


Lendon disclosed that a series of 
new airers with stars will be forth- 
complainants in a suit charging the 
Journal with monopolistic prac- 


coming shortly. A new series with 
a name star will start Feb. 17 to 
replace its current “Disk Jockey 
Roundtable.” 

Liberty last week opened a New 
York office, with Cal Perley as 
veepee in charge. LBS differs from 
the BS operation in that it) 
charges a flat affiliation fee, con- | 
trasted with PBS’ having charged | 
a percentage talent fee for com-| 


of l . . ddi e t } 2 
affiliation fee. Liberty has no op- Bob Hawk to Produce 
, tion time reserved and when it cuts | ‘ oe (9 
Own ‘Exciting’ New Idea 


into affiliates’ local time, it pays 
Hollywood, Feb. 6. 


, the station. 

Bob Hawk is branching out as 
producer of his own shows and has 
|asked Camels to release him from 

the exclusive clause in his contract. 
He has served as quizzmaster for 
the ciggie for 10 of his 24 years in 
radio. 


Hawk is now at work on an “ex- 
citing idea” in audience participa- 
tion shows and will put it together 
in a few weeks. Other formats for 
radio or TV are also in his future 


guilty and said the Journal could 
not refuse advertising space to 
merchants who use radio. 


The Journal is appealing to the 
U. S. Supreme Court. 








PBS Owes Talent $15,000 
Hollywood, Feb. 6. 

Progressive Broadcasting Sys- 
tem folderoo last week reportedly 
‘left creditors owed in excess of 
| $20,000. More than $15,000 of this 
amount is due AFRA thesps, ac- 
_cording to union secretary Claude 
, McCue. 
Web claimed some 300 affiliates 


(Continued on page 38) 








union or another or no union.” 
Since the web = annour.cea 


it | 
poatd not negotiate mit the azo [J §. Solon Challenges FCC on Its 


Newspaper Guild (CIO) and local 
153 of the AFL Office Employees 
incepted campaigns to sign the CBS 
staffers. Radio Guild is affiliated 
with a group expelled last year by 
the CIO. 


WNEW Expands Block As 
‘Big Show, TV Competition 


WNEW, N. Y., is strengthening 


its Sunday evening lineup to com-| Jn an attack on an initial decision 
pete against NBC's “Big Show” 'py Commissioner examiner J. D. 
with Tallulah Bankhead and video | Bond to deny the Mormon church 


in general. caer das a standard station in Independence, 
Indie is expanding disk jockey yo, on constitutional grounds, 
Martin Block’s ‘Make Believe Ball- | Kersten contended the FCC “has 
room” to a seven-days-weekly sked, | no right whatsoever” 
adding a Sunday show. Block will) Bond’s recommendations. A final 
keep his 5:30-7:30 p.m. slot, which | decision in the case is due this 
gets in a half-hour ahead of the | week, 
‘Big Show” 6 p.m. starting time. Contrary to the examiner’s de- 
> : |cision, said Kersten, the Commis- 
|sion “has a definite duty” to grant 
ILGWU S FMer in Fold | the Mormons ‘Church of Latter 
Chattanooga, Feb. 6. | Day Saints) a license. To do other- 
WVUN, frequency modulation | wise, he insisted, would be a viola- 
outfit backed by the International | tion of the first amendment. 
Ladies Garment Workers union; “Part of the first amendment,” 


Washington, Feb. 6. 
Right of the FCC to deny a 
church a radio license because it 
plans to devote part of its schedule 
to furthering its religious interests, 





gress last week by Rep. Charies J. 
Kersten (R., Wis.). 








here, will fold at the end of the! Kersten asserted, “prescribes that | 


month. Decision is expected to be Congress shall make no law prohib- 
reached this week by the ILGWU iting the free exercise of religion. 
executive board meeting in Wash- What greater violation of this 
ington. amendment could there be if Con- 
Unity Broadcasting Co. of Ten- | gress so created the FCC that it 
nessee, which operates the outlet,; would have the power to deny a 
had several offers to purchase | radio station to a church or re- 
WVUN, which had a serious music | ligious group solely because it was 
and public service format, but/a church or religious group?” 
these fell through. Pointing to Supreme Court de- 


Turndown of Church’s License 


was challenged on the floor of Con- | 


to follow | 


plans. His quiz show has long 
rated in the forefront of that cate- 
gory and sponsor identification said 
to be among the highest. 


Esty agency, for Camels, has not 
| yet indicated whether his request 
would be granted. 


WHK Preems ‘Radio City’ 


Cleveland, Feb. 6. 
A “sneak preview” (2) began a 
week-long program aimed at dedi- 
cating WHK’s $1,000,000 “Radio 
City of the Midwest” studio at 
5000 Euclid avenue. New studio, 
covering 105,600 square feet, for- 
merly was a theatre. Station, which 
has a television application pend- 





, cisions upholding the right of vari- 
ous creeds to preach on the streets, 
Kersten declared that radio, to a 
,large extent, “has replaced the 
street preaching of old.” , 
| “What would freedom of the 
/press be without a pen or pencil, | 
or, in this day and age, without a 
printing press?” he asked. “What | 
then, too, is the right of freedom 
of religion or freedom of speech 
without a radio channel?” 

Kersten pointed out that the ex- 
aminer did not propose to deny 





auditorium as its main studio. 
WHK is a Mutual outlet and for- 
merly was located in the Terminal 


the Mormons a license, because he | Tower. 
thought the public would not be | Ceremonies this week will in- 
interested in the programs (14% clude a “Sports Night” show 


of which were to be religious). | emceed b 

é y Al Helfer, MBS, and 
Kersten noted the station was to be | : 1@- 
operated on a@ non-profit basis, | -caturing members of the Cleve 


“without the constant clamor of land Indians, Browns and Barons. 


oe : . ‘It is bei -§ 
singing commercials.” The listener | Saebeiaml Mans pe ape fy bon 


could still “swing the dial,” he pers, Formal dedication will come 
oar if he didn’t like the pro-| Saturday night with Gov. Frank 


; Lausche and Acting Mayor Lee C. 
The Congressman put in the rec- | Howley as guests. 


ord, in support of his attack, an 
article in the Catholic magazine, | Cecil B 9 
“America,” by Edward J. Heffron, | ecl rown & Sponsor 

_contendnig that 33 religious sta- State Farm Mutual Automobile 
tions would be affected if Bond’s | Insurance Co., of Bloomington, Ill, 
‘decision is finalized. Heffron de- is making its first use of network 
_clares, further, that if the decision | radio via a five-minute Cecil Brown 
_ Stands it will not only outlaw re- newscast on MBS. Airer will be 
'ligious stations, but all religious heard Saturdays at 7:55 p. m., 
‘programs on commercial stations. | starting Feb. 24. 





tices. Judge Freed found the paper | 


ing with the FCC, plans to use the | 


Pitt Press Clamping Down on Byliner 
AM- TV Activity; Inconsistency Seen 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 6. 


Pittsburgh Press, afternoon 
Scripps-Howard daily, has virtual- 
ly put the clamps down on all AM- 
TV activities by its staffers. A hint 
of what the policy of the sheet’s 
front office would be came when 
Kaspar Monahan, drama _ editor, 
was removed from the ‘“Sho-Biz- 
Quiz” panel on WDTY after one 
week. This program, a longtime 
radio feature locally, has the town’s 
three critics—others are Karl 
|Krug, of the Sun-Telegraph, and 
Harold V. Cohen,. Post-Gazette— 
answering show business questions 
sent in by viewers and is spon- 
sored by the DeSoto Dealers of Al- 
legheny County. Monahan got on 
the debut telecast and that was all. 
“Sho-Biz-Quiz” is continuing with- 
out him. 

At first this was viewed as an 
| isolated instance on the Press’ part, 
but indication that it was to be 
anything but isolated came a week 
later when Si Steinhauser’s show 
was blacked out. Veteran radio and 
TV editor was to have launched a 
quarter-hour program over WDTV 
‘every Sunday afternoon as a sus- 
tainer, but he got word from the 
Press just a couple of days before 
the opener that it was no dice, 


What must puzzle Monahan and 
'Steinhauser, however, is the fact 
that the Press is permitting Ches- 
ter Smith, its sports editor, to con- 
| tinue his daily news-sports program 
| with Ken Hildebrand on WDTV for 
| the Duquesne Brewing Co. Smith 
{started the show a week after 
| Monahan was pulled, so the consis- 
tency of the newspaper's policy is 
| somewhat confused. 

Understood that the radio ac- 
| tivities the Press staffers are cur- 
‘rently involved in — Steinhauser 
\is on WPIT every Sunday; Paul 
_Kurtz has a sports show, and 
Smith and Kermit McFarland are 
on a “Beat the Press” panel over 
KQV every Saturday night — can 
be completed, but that the sheet 
will frown upon even any AM 
work by its byliners when their 
present contracts expire. 
| Other two papers in town, indie 
| Post-Gazette and Hearst’s Sun- 
| Telegraph, take an opposite view 
|of their people being in radio and 
|TV. They feel it’s good publicity 
for their sheets and doesn’t cost 
them a thing. 


WBGE, Atlanta, 
Sold for 1106 


Atlanta, Feb. 6. 

_Atlanta’s largest indie radio sta- 
tion, WBGE, owned and operated 
_by General Broadcasting Co., Mike 
Benton, prez, has been sold to Wil- 
ton E. Hall, South Carolina pub- 
lisher and radio operator and for- 
mer U. S. senator. Sale was an- 
nounced Friday (2) by Benton. 
| Consideration was reported to be 
| $110,000. 


Glenn P. Warnock, general man- 
ager of Palmetto Broadcasting Sys- 
,tem, of which Hall is president, 
was in Atlanta Friday in connec- 
‘tion with deal. He said no changes 
_in WBGE's personnel was contem- 
_plated and David Hoke would re- 
main as general manager. 


WBGE began <= broadcasting 
March 1, 1947. Studios are located 
|in Georgian Terrace Hotel. 


Actual transfer of station’s own- 
ership and operation under new 
management is contingent upon ap- 
proval of an application for trans- 
fer now on file with FCC. 


Ex-Sen. Hall is publisher of The 
‘Anderson (S. C.) Independent and 
Daily Mail and prez of Hall Broad- 
/casting and Television Co., which 
operates WAIM and WCAC in An- 
derson. He is also prez of Palmetto 
, Broadcasting System, which serves 
| 18 South Carolina and four Georgia 
| Stations. The quartet of Georgia 
/mills are WRFC, Athens; WGGA, 
Gainsville; WGAC, Augusta, and 
WKLY, Hartwell. 


Warnock said Hall contemplates 
the acquisition of other stations in 
this state. He further revealed 
'that WBGE will not Wecome a part 
‘of the Palmetto web, but will be 
| operated by the Wilton E. Hall Co. 
|An Atlanta office is planned, and 
‘radio programs will be originated 
‘from it. 
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NAB IN QUEST OF ‘THE T 





~ With a Quote Hay Nonny Nonny 


Pity, oh pity the trade guys who write 


The news from the networks! 


It’s really a fight 


To remember the nicknames—the ones needing quotes 
Of the gents who provide all the items and notes, 

Most famous, of course, is Sylvester L. Weaver, 

But you gotta get “Pat” in or He'll run a fever. 

Sylvester L. quote Pat unquote’s how it’s wrote. 

And then there’s Frank Stanton quote Doc now unquote. 
And Charles quote Bud unquote, the last name is Barry, 
(And of course there’s quote Bing unquote—isn’t it Harry?) 
And William quote Bill unquote Paley we know, 

And Joseph McConnell—put quotes on that Joe! 

Adolf quote Ade unquote Hult’s at M-B-S, 

Robert quote Bob unquote Kintner’s a pres. 

Alexander quote Sandy unquote Stronach, TV, 

Is another quote unquote VP, A-B-C. 

The world is so full of Toms, Jimmys and Phils, 

Bens, Buds, Chucks, Hanks, Joes, Pats, Louies and Bills, 
Jacks, Sams, Daves, Dons, Freds, Petes, Johnnys and Kens, 
Rustys and Dustys, Arts, Jerrys and Lens, 

Eds, Dicks and Mannys and others we’ve noted, 

But why should they be quoted-unquoted? 


Wauhillau 


quote Wauh unquote La Hay. 








FM Runs Into New 


Eyes Legality of ‘Beep Programming s,s jo ornse 


Troubles as FCC 





Washington, Feb. 6. + 


Poor FM is in more trouble., 
Just when it looked like a few) 
stations might be able to find Sal- | 
vation in selling specialized music | 
service, including Transit Radio, | 
along comes FCC with questions. | 
And what questions! | 

The questions, which are the 
first shot in what appears to be 
a full-scale inquiry into the legality 
of “beep” programming, were 
directed last week to four FM’ers 
offering “background” music to 
commercial subscribers provided 
with special receivers which leave 
out station identification and spot 


| 


announcements. 
The stations are called on to 
justify programming operations 


trained “apparently in very large 
measure” to these subscribers 
(restaurants, stores, factories, etc.), 
rather than to the general public. 
Doesn’t such an operation consti- 
tute “use of a radio frequency for 
a predominantly point-to-point 
rather than a broadcast service”? | 
the Commission wants to know. | 
And why shouldn’t wire lines be 
used? 

The Commission also wants the 
stations to explain why omitting 
the station identification an- 
nouncements from service to com- | 
mercial subscribers isn’t a violation 
of FCC rules; why they interrupt: 
the “background” music received 
by the public with spot announce- | 
ments, “while simultaneously ace 
cepting compensation for arrang- 
ing for the elimination of these in- | 
terruptions from the music re-| 
ceived by . commercial sub- | 
scribers”; isn’t an abdication of a 
broadcaster’s responsibility and. 
duty “to retain freedom and dis- | 
cretion to alter . . . programming 
as the local needs of the general 
public . . may require.” 

From the information already re-_ 
ceived by the Commission, it ap-. 
pears that the some of the stations , 


(Continued on page 37) | 


WIP SETS DR. GERSTELL 








! 





Philadelphia, Feb. 6. 

Based on the success of his De- | 
cember broadcast on surviving | 
atomic attack, Dr. Richard Gerstell | 
has been skedded by WIP here to) 
do a series of four weekly programs | 
on the subject. They'll be aired | 
Fridays at 9:30-10 p. m., starting 
Friday (9). 

Gerstell’s first airer brought | 
such a great listener response that | 
it was repeated two days later. — | 


Hammill Exits NBC For 
Goodson-Todman Spot 


Joel Hammill, who resigned last 
week as manager of contract admin- 
istration for NBC, has joined the. 
Mark Goodson-Bill Todman office. | 
He'll coordinate new tele and radio 
ideas. 

Prior to joining NBC, Hammill 
Was in the radio and literary dept. | 
of Music Corp. of America. 





WNYC’s Music Festival 


Over 40 world preems of works | under the “one big industry” con- 


by living American composers will 
be aired by WNYC, N. Y., during 
its 12th annual American Music 
Festival, Feb. 12-22. 

Some 200 American cleffers will 
be represented in the festival. 


Bill Ryan Seen 
Bypassed For 
NARTB Head 


Belleaire, Fla., Feb. 6. 

It was generally recognized with- 
in the industry that Bill Ryan had 
given a much-needed spark to the 
NAB and restored some of its ad- 
ministrative stature during his 
short-lived span as general man- 
ager of the industry setup. Yet 
oddly enough, no effort was made 
to forestall his resignation or rally 
support for his moving in as suc- 
cessor to Justin Miller as the new 
president-general manager of the 
National Assn. of Radio-Television 
Broadcasters. 

Only a few weeks back, when 
there was no indication of Miller's 
impending resignation or _ the 
sweeping NAB overhaul, Ryan de- 
cided he had had enough and pre- 
ferred to throw in his lot with 
Broadcast Advertising Bureau as its 
No. 1 man. Various reasons have 
been advanced for Ryan deciding in 
favor of BAB, with some close to 
picture maintaining that he found 
himself getting caught in the same 
cocoon that had led to the exit of 
other top-ranking NAB execs. 

The talk here was that, if Ryan 
had sat tight only a few weeks 
more, he might have found him- 





\self as top candidate for what, he was thinking of demanding a | 
| shapes up as one of the most in- probe of the program with a view 
ATOM SURVIVAL SERIES fluential industry plums—the job to determining whether it should 


of prexy-general manager of 


NARTB. 


BRUFF UPPED TO POST 
OF L&M AD MANAG 


Lawrence M. Bruff, who for 
more than a decade has played an 
important role in the Chesterfield 
radio-teevee programming scheme, 
has solidified his standing with the 
Liggett & Myers tobacco family, 
with his elevation last week to the 
post of advertising manager for 
L & M. 

Initially 
(now Cunningham & Walsh), agen- 





‘ey on the Chesterfield account, 


and since 1948 within the Liggett 
& Myers company, Bruff help par- 


‘lay the Chesterfield combo of Ar- 
| thur 


Godfrey-Bing Crosby-Bob 
Hope and Perry Como into one of 
the major ciggie personality 
spreads in AM and TV. 


vr 





HING’ 


A. 





PARKS REVAMP 


Belleair, Fla., Feb. 6. 

With almost dramatic sudden- 
ness the National Assn. of Broad- 
casters passed out of existence and 
the National Assn. of Radio and 
Television Broadcasters was ush- 
ered in here with a succession of 
moves that are expected to spark 
the radio-TV industries with the 
momentum that’s long been sought. 

In 24 hours of unprecedented ac- 
tivity, the NAB board of directors, 
at the winter session at the Belle- 
vue-Biltmore hotel here, (1) voted 
to accept the resignation of Justin 
Miller as prexy, and moved him in- | 
to the newly created post of board | 
chairman, at reduced salary, pend- 
ing termination of his contract, 
which still has three years to run; 
(2) drafted a far-reaching set of new 
by-laws under which the NAB-TV, 
promulgated a couple weeks back 
in Chicago by the nation’s televi- 





casters, uniting under the same 
overall NARTB umbrella (though 
giving the TV operators autonomy); 
(3) voted to replace Miller with a! 
new president-general manager | 





cept, with a new committee en- 
trusted with the task of finding the | 
right person who obviously will | 
play a dominant role in shaping the | 
future pattern of radio-TV in the | 


nation’s economy. 
Wide Repercussions 


The repercussions stemming | 
from the NAB board action last | 
Friday (2) will be far-reaching and | 
considerable. Under the new op-| 
erational concept, and particularly 
with Miller vacating the prexy | 
spot, it’s anticipated there will be 
a wholesale return to the fold of | 
| Stations and networks (notably | 
| NBC and ABC) who checked out | 
'in increasing numbers during the | 
past two years. It’s not exactly a/| 
trade secret that resentment over | 
Miller’s administration was fairly | 
widespread, particularly within the | 


network fraternity, the contention | 


being that, while the ex-jurist | 
could hold his own with the best | 
of them when it came to arguing | 
out constitutional law, his admin- | 
istrative conduct was not to the 
best interests of the industry, par- 
ticularly in his White House-FCC 
relations. 

Resignation of Miller as prexy , 


(Continued on page 38) 








Benton Criticism Seen 
Strong Cue that ‘Voice’ 
Is Flopping at Its Job 


Washington, Feb. 6. 

Strong indication that the “Voice 
of America” is flopping at its job 
/has come from one of the leading | 
supporters of the program—Sen. | 
William E. Benton, who was for- | 
merly Asst. Secretary of State in 
charge of “Voice” and other for- 
eign information a.tivities. 

| The Connecticut Democrat said | 








‘be taken away from the State Dept. 
The Benton statement carries spe- 
| cial significance. Not only was he 
iformerly head of “Voice,” but he 
| has continued to be a strong sup- 
‘porter of the State Dept. and Sec. | 
| Dean Acheson. 

Benton released an exchange of) 
letters on the subject with Ache-| 
‘son who claimed that State “not 
only welcomes but is eager for” a. 
‘chance to report the “great prog- | 
‘ress that has been made in the) 
|'worldwide campaign of truth.” Ben- | 
ton asserted it was “a tragic fact” | 
that the program “hasn't even be- 
| gun to be the vital part of our na- 





with Newell-Emmett | tional strategy it should be.” 


Benton said he felt that by) 
breaking “Voice” away from the 
State Dept., abler administrators | 
‘could be attracted to the job of | 


MILLER VACANCY ‘New NARTB Prez-Cen. Mor. Could 


Become Industry's ‘Champ of Year’ 


Belleair, Fla., Feb. 6. 


It’s generally conceded that the 
guy who steps into the job as pres- 
ident and general manager of the 
National Assn. of Radio and Tele- 
vision Broadcasters will have his 
hands full catering to a “two-head- 
ed (AM-TV) monster” involved ina 
competitive battle with each other. 
Many see it as a thankless, albeit 
challenging job, and if the guy 
who’s chosen has the knack and 
capacity to fill the dual role and 
Satisfy all industry segments, 
there’s no question that he'll 
emerge as the champ of the year 
in the broadcasters’ books. 

Thus far three names have been 
tossed into the hopper—Ed Kobak, 
industry consultant and former Mu- 
tual prexy, who is now serving on 
the NAB board as owner of a small 
station in Georgia; Paul W. (Fritz) 


e 
Directors Set Morency, of WTIC, the NBC affili- 
| ate in Hartford, who has been one 
of the industry sparkplugs for the 
past score of years and is now serv- 
| ing on the NAB board filling out 


the unexpired term of Harold W. 
Belleair, Fla., Feb. 6. | Fellows, of WEEI, Boston (who 
Three boards of directors will | vamped when CBS pulled out of 
function under the repatterned in-| NAB), and Eugene Thomas, of 
dustry organization now known as | WOR, New York, who played a 
the National Assn. of Radio and! key role in mobilizing video broad- 
Television Broadcasters. casters in the recent formation of 
One will govern television and NAB-TV (now incorporated into the 
will comprise a group to include | NARTB). 
not more than 14 elected members. , All three are considered as fill- 
A second board will govern radio ing the bill as practical broadcast- 
and will be made up of a group ers with a proper administrative 
of not more than 25 elected mem- | sense of AM and TV values, but 
bers. The third board will be a| whether they could be persuaded 
combination of the two media to accept the post is another inat- 
boards, its membership not to ex- | ter. The decision as to who even- 
ceed 42. This overall board will | tually gets the nod rests with a 
include Justin Miller as chairman | committee chosen at the NAB 
of the board and the still-to-be- board meeting here and the group 
appointed president-general man- | Will give itself a couple of months 
. | before making a final decision. 
Fifty broadcasters have mean-| Revealing is the composition of 
while been nominated for election | the committee membership, with 
to the radio board of NARTB, the | its heavily-accented AM representa- 
list being the result ef a mail nomi- | tion, indicating that the radio boys 
nating procedure begun Jan. 10,/ Within NARTB don’t intent to 
Final ballots will be sent out this | Countenance a prexy-general man- 
week and must be returned by | 48er who will be carrying the TV 
Feb. 20. Those elected will take | torch at the expense of the audio 
office for two-year terms com-/|™edium. On the other hand, there 
mencing immediately after the 4r€ men on the committee who 
1951 convention, scheduled in| have moved into the forefront in 
Chicago, April 15-19. video as they did in AM more than 
List of nominees follows: a score of years ago. 
Committee on whom the decision 





Cig Transit - - 
Philip Morris will be in the 
strange position of having one 
of its radio shows in direct 
competition with one of its 
television shows, as a result of 
its decision this week to bank- 
roll the “Philip Morris Play- 

house” series on CBS-AM 
“Playhouse” is to be slotted 
Thursday nights at 10 o'clock 
on the CBS video web at the 
same time is Ralph Edwards’ 
_ “Truth or Consequences,” also 
sponsored by the ciggie outfit. 














District 1 : 

F rests includes: Al Woodall, of 
a a ge tg WDAK, Columbus, Ga., Patt Mec- 
Hartford et :| Donald, of WHHM, Memphis; Wil- 

: District 3 liam Quarton, of WMT, Cedar Rap- 


ids; Harry Spence, of KXRO, Aber- 


Victor C. Diehm, WAZL, Hazel- Wash.: 


ton, Pa., Leonard Kapner, WCAE, coe, 


William Fay, of 


, WHAM, Rochester; James  D. 
Pittsburgh. Steteied 0 Shouse, chairman of the AVCO 
i 4 oard (Crosley stations); Robert D. 

Thad en a naam. Swezey, of WDSU, New Orleans 
stric ; 


«nd Ben Strouse, of WWDC, Wash- 
ington. 


Mutual Sets Reprise 
Of ‘Game of the Day’ 


Robert T. Mason, WMRN, Mari- 
oa John F. Patt, WGAR, Cleve- 
and. 





District 9 
Ben A. Laird, WDUZ, Green 
Bay, Wis.; J. R. Livesay, WLBH, 





weer’ Ill; Merrill Lindsay, 
, Decatur. . 
ge With All 8 AL Clubs 
H. W. Linder, KWLM, Willmar,!, Plans for “Game of the Day” 
Minn. ' broadcasts have been wrapped up 
District 13 as Mutual last week concluded a 








Kenyon Brown, KWFT, Wichita 4¢@l —— — — leagues to 
. | carry e baseballeasts on a co- 
{Continued on page 38) lop basis. Previously the Liberty 
ee System announced its 
° ° ° inking of a similar deal with the 
Gracie Fields, Nesbitt Join leagues. 
° Mutual last year co-opped the 
MGM Attractions Roster aiamona games, a over 3,000 
: = ocal sponsors and also benefiting 
suctans of MCAT Ratko Attractions, PY, Camel's fveminute post-game 
CESS : ; S- roundup on the web. As in last 
which has brought in considerable | year’s setup, games ar 
: 2 . $s , e fed only to 
coin to Loew’s, Inc., has cued the (Continued on paze 38) 
open-end waxer outfit to syndicate pas 
two new programs to its stable of ’ 
eight. .. ..... GMS ED SMITH TO HEAD 
New airers are “Gracie Fields | 
Show,” starring the English come- 
dienne and Bernard Briden, wane. Cl ABC SALES DEPT. 
Billy Ternent orch and the Key- Chicago, Feb. 6. 
notes vocal group in a half-hour Edward G. Smith, for the past 
musical variety; and “John Nes- 13 years General Mills’ director of 
bitt’s Passing Parade.” Latter is a AM-TV_ productions, joins Chi 
three-times-weekly quurter hcur ABC Feb. 15, to head up the new- 
series in which Nesbitt narrates ly-formed programming sales de- 


running it. Achesor. contended that yarns similar to those in his Metro partment. 

things were working “very well.” | shorts. | Smith's new post is designed to 
In the past year Cougress has veted Previously released MGM Radio hypo the web’s sales crew with 
$79,000,000 to operate the overseas Attractions shows are now in their ,closer coordination between sales 
‘information program. third 26-week cycle. and production staffs. 
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Chico Marx Spurns 


Gags on Bowl; 


Finds TV Harder Than Pix, Stage 





By BERT BRILLER + 


Television's comedic require- 


ments differ greatly from film's, 
and vaudeville’s, according to 
Chico Marx. star of ABC-TV’s 
musical “College Bowl.” Video 
Marx feels, places many obstacles 
before the comic, and for that rea- 
= his series has shifted 
On a Warm tory, in whicn tne 
h r is only incidental 
A de ‘ or iokes 16 

5) M 
or Zazs ¢) 
} r e « 
raj f 
r f é ~ fr E 
7 r ¢ ' it é 
s r ng a prop—e 
t they're off «¢ f —can 
I é inchline for the studio 
au nce, ch in our case 
é 2 in the balco 

I g the _ tec! } the 
NM I ed ir leir pix 
( » € ( d the t t TV 
i the n part is shooting il 
t When we did a picture 
ve full year. We pre-tested 
€ ng Ve'd break in our 
I ” 60-minute show we did 
f es di on the road for 
Fs 1 or so, with writers going 
é a laugh-meter in the audi- 
€! slowly building up each seg- 
ment.” Marx said 

The fact that “there’s no road in 
tcle” means that you have to shake 
out the bugs on the air, he Dbe- 
lieves, and as a result the charac- 
terizations of the various cast mem- 
bers on “College Bowl” have been 
changed since the preem, which 
did not get a good critical recep- 
tion. However, changes made 


Continued on page 36) 


NBC-TY Sets Sights 


On Ayem Comm|s 


After achieving a near sellout 
on its afternoon programming dur- 
ing the last several months, NBC 
television has set its sights on 
onening up the morning hours to 
network shows. Web is currently 
blueprinting a new schedule that 
would have the network open up 
at 10 a.m. daily and, with the ex- 
ception of the several hours of time 
guaranteed local stations, run 
through until midnight. 

Web currently takes the air at 
3 p.m. daily, programming until 
5:30, when local stations take over 
until 7. Block of .me from 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m., however, is listed in the 
web’s contracts with affiliates as 
network option time, meaning that 
NBC can take it over for network 
programming. As a result, when 
the new schedule goes into effect 
some time before the end of the 
year, the local outlets will prob- 
ably retain only the hours from 1 
to 3 p.m., and the 5:30 to 7 p.m. 
block. 





NBC’s decision to expand its pro- | 
gram operation, of course, is based | 


on the rush into daytime video by 


the same sponsors who bankroll | 


most of the daytime radio shows. 
Sponsor lineup now includes Proc- 
ter & Gamble, Lever Bros. and 
Colgate, among others. These ad- 
vertisers reportedly are already 
shopping for new daytime TV 
shows and others are also knock- 
ing on network doors for a pre- 
evening ride. 


RAFT SET FOR CBS-TV 
‘ROCKY JORDAN’ SERIES 


George Raft will be the next film 
star to have his own television 
series. Actor has set a deal with 
CBS for a series of weekly half- 
hour programs to be based on the 
“Rocky Jordan” character, which 
was featured by CBS in a recent 
radio series. 

Raft show is to be produced on 
film especially for TV, with the 
actor's indie film: unit handling 
production. Deal does not neces- 
sarily presage a mass shift of pro- 
gramming from live to film pro- 
duction, however, according to CBS 
execs. They 





convenience sake, the same reason 
that some radio stars are now tap- 
Ang their shows. In addition, cer- 
tain properties may turn out better 
via film, 


Philly’s 685,800 Sets 


Philadelphia, Feb. 6. 

There were 364.233 television 
sets sold in the Philadelphia area 
during 1950, according to the of- 
ficial figures released by the Elec- 
trical Assn. of Philadelphia. 
The number brings the total re- 
ceivers in this area to 685,800, and 
represents an increase of 65% (‘or 
a total of 144,000 sets) over the 


Crabbe s 5006 Suit 
In TV Use of Pix 


3uster Crabbe filed suit last 
week in New York federal court 
claiming $500,000 damages for wn- 
thorized showings of his films on 





leo. Named as defendants were 
CBS, NBC, ABC, WPIX, Ford Deal- 
ers <Assn., J. Walter Thompson |} 
gency, Pathe Industries, Wilton | 
Productions, Associated Artists | 
Productions, and Film Vision Corp. 


Crabbe claims that showings of 
his westerns on tele without his 


ALTERNATE WEEKS 
FOR BERLE IN FALL? 


Milton Berle, who has been re- 
ported for the last two years to be 
converting his “Texaco Star The- 
atre” show to an alternate week 
setup, will probably make the move 
next fall. While representatives 
of the Kudner ad agency, which 
handles the Texaco account, de- 
clared they knew of no such 
change, it’s been learned that the 
rising costs of operation of the 
Texas Co. may dictate the retrench- 
ment move, particularly in view of 


1 _ } nnad 
the hefty Berle budget. 


With Berle himself drawing over 
$11.000 per week, the NBC-TV 
stanza now carries a talent and 
production nut of about $40,000. 
Texaco’s projected retrenchment, 
incidentally, recalls the remarks re- 
cently made by Kudner prez, James 
H. S. Ellis, in a speech before the 
Detroit Ad Club to the effect that 


the networks are pricing TV out of 
by pushing talen’ costs 
sky-high through their competitive 
bidding for the top stars. 


Dusiness 





Star Vacation 
Subs Newest 
Tele Proble 


consent is illegal and a violation | 


of his rights to privacy. Crabbe 
stated that contract with Pathe was 
breached when film firm failed to 
give him an accounting of business 
done by his pictures. He claims he 
was to have obtained a 5% profit 
on pix grosses. 

Attorney for Crabbe, Lee East- 
man, declares that the suit will 
attempt to establish an actor's right 
to determine whether films may be 
exhibited on television without the 
performer's. consent. 

Crabbe was originally signed to 
Sigmund Neufeld to do pictures. 
Neufeld subsequently exited Pathe 
Industries and interest in the pic- 
tures was assumed by the latter. 
Associated Wilton and Film Vision 
Corp. distributed the films which 
were at various times sponsored by 
Ford dealers through the Thomp- 
son agency. 


Cluett-Peabody Alternate 
‘Holiday Hotel’ Sponsor 


As Packard Halves Coin 


Cluett-Peabody, makers of Arrow 
shirts and patent-holder of the 
Sanforizing process, is taking over 
ABC-TV’s “Holiday Hotel” on an 
alternate - week basis. Packard, 
which has been backing the show, 
cuts back to every-other-week 
sponsorship on March 15. 

Both bankrollers are Young & 
Rubicam clients. Don Ameche star- 
rer is aired Thursdays at 9 p.m. 


BING CROSBY NEXT UP 
ON CBS TV AGENDA? 


Bing Crosby, only television 
holdout on CBS’ “capital gains” 
talent roster, may bow in on video 
next fall. Harry Ackerman, the 
web’s Coast veepee who's been in 
N. Y. the last two weeks for home- 
office huddles, said he planned talk- 
ing to Crosby about TV on his re- 
turn to the Coast this weekend. 








While he would not guess what the | 


Groaner’s decision would be, Ack- 
'erman indicated that it might be 
|favorable to a TV bow on some 
basis next fall. 

Amos ’n’ Andy (Freeman Gosden 
and Charles Correll), who also have 
capital gains deals with CBS, are 
slated to preem their half-hour 
weekly video series via film during 
, the summer, with Blatz Beer spon- 
soring. Duo, however, will pro- 
duce the series, 
playing the role they originated on 
radio. Ackerman said the show is 
now scheduled to tee off in July. 





| Rose Bowl Unfrozen 


| Detroit, Feb. 6. 
After a month in the deep freeze, 


| Sunday (4). 
| CBS and WJBK-TV tried unsuc- 
cessfully to telecast the films dur- 
; ing the 30-day period in which CBS 
had exclusive rights te the film. 


with other actors | 


Television producers have run 
into a new problem in recent weeks 
—where to find replacements for 
their star performers who are tak- 
ing much-needed winter vacations. 


Problem is one that was never 
confronted in radio. Because of 
the ease in doing a weekly AM 


program as compared to TV, most 
radio stars could breeze through a 
39-week cycle with little difficulty. 
In video, however, it’s a different 
question. Those performers work- 
ing in a weekly program usually 
must start rehearsing for the fol- 
lowing week’s stanza the day after 
they complete a show. Constant 
grind, as a result, has forced sev- 
eral of them, at doctors’ orders, to 
take a winter vacation. And, since 
TV producers have already ex- 
hausted viriually all available tal- 
| ent, they’re finding it exceedingly 
difficult to replace the vacationers. 

So far this year, Milton Berle 
|took off for two weeks from his 
|“Texaco Star Theatre’ show. Pro- 
ducers subbed Perry Como and 
Ken Murray for him, each of whom 
has his own video show. Paul Win- 


chell laid off for a week from his | 


“What's My Name” program on 
NBC and the web, after consider- 
able searching, replaced him on the 
single stanza with Jerry Lester, 
who is star on his own TV show. 
Roberta Quinlan, star of the thrice- 
weekly “Mohawk Showroom” en 
NBC, was ordered by her medico 
to take a week’s Florida vacation, 
and was replaced by Ted Steele, 
|who does a cross-the-board series 
on the N. Y. Daily News’ WPIX. 

In addition, it was learned this 
| week that Sid Caesar and Imogene 
| Coca, co-stars of NBC’s “Show of 
Shows,” will vacation for two 
weeks, being absent from the pro- 
gram Feb. 17 and 24. Producer 
Max Liebman, rather than trying 
to replace them, has decided to 
line up a number of variety acts 
to appear on the show while his 
stars are away. 


Buddy Rogers Vice Steele 
On ‘Cavalcade of Bands’ 


Buddy Rogers becomes the new 
emcee of DuMont's “Cavalcade of 
Bands,” replacing Ted Steele, as 
the show gets a format revamp next 





Tuesday (13). Rogers’ first night- | 


time TV network show will keep 


him in New York indefinitely. He's 


also on WOR-TV locally. 

The Product Advertising Corp. 
package is being revised to include 
more production numbers. Show 
marks its first anni Feb. 20, when 
Guy Lombardo and his orch, which 


| kicked off the series, will be fea-. 


tured. Gene Krupa and orch guest 


Feb. 13. 








AFM prexy James C. Petril- 
lo, now in negotiations with 
the radio and tele industry, 
| hit the networks with sharp 

demands. These covered cur- 
| tailment of pix on video and 
big pay hikes for musicians. 

Details in Music Section. 


| 
| Petrillo’s Sharp Demands | 
films of the University of Michigan | 
pointed out that some victory over California in the Rose 
talent prefers to work in film for Bowl were televised by WWJ-TV | 


Clause Added 


Kozlenko’s Repertory 


William Kozlenko, currently th 
N. Y. from Hollywood adapting two 
plays for “Pulitzer Prize Play 
house” (ABC-TV), plans to set up 
a repertory company for television 
during his stay. 

Film writer and author Kozlenko 
is also known as the editor of 12 
short-play anthologies published in 
the U. S. and abroad. 


DuMont's Rotating 
Formula for Pitt 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 6. 


Dr. Allen B. DuMont was in town 
'over the weekend to announce & 
|new program system for this one- 
i station TV market, which has only 
lthe DuMont-owned WDTV. Al- 
'though Channel 3 now divides its 
| time almost equally among the four 
'major networks, with no special 











' preference either to DuMont pro- | 


grams, announced plan of program- 


ming will still maintain that ratio | 


although bringing in a _ greater 
variety of shows. 
In couple of weeks, WDTV will 


be carrying 12 of the 15 top-rated 


programs in the country, eliminat- | 


ing the three which are murder 
mysteries. 
set of programs will be carried. 
For instance, one Sunday it’ll be 
“Toast of the Town,” then “Colgate 


Comedy Hour”; Dave 


and ‘Leave It to the Girls,” etc. 


“The plan,’ DuMont told news- 
papermen, “has not been tried any- 
where yet, and may serve as the 
answer to the big problem that has 
faced all one-station markets in the 
country.” It was WDTV which first 
introduced the division system of 
equalizing time among the four 
major networks, but DuMont said 
that has since proved inadequate 
because the time limitations made 
it impossible to carry some of the 
better live shows that were being 
televised simultaneously by the 
various networks in the same time 
slot. 


Several local sponsors will be af- 
fected, too, in that some of their 


shows may lose a week out of each 
month, 





Screenwriters, Expecting 
_ Pix Strike, Eye TV Work; 
BBD&O Meets With SWG 


Hollywood, Feb. 6. 
Anticipating thet Screen Writers 
Guild strike against major pix stu- 
dios on or after Feb. 15 will make 
hundreds of top name 


-BBD&O arrived from New York 
| for huddles with SWG employment 
‘committee chairmanned by Marvin 
| Borowsky. Avery figures to be first | 
jin line to sign scripters. 


| 

Recent survey disclosed a mate- 
rial increase in demand for oa. | 
nals and treatments on both dra- | 
matic and comedy video shows in | 
ast three months. Fees currently, | 
however, are too low to lure es- | 
tablished scribblers from Holly- | 
wood, It was revealed that “Pulitz- 
er Prize Playhouse” now has tilted | 
| writers from $1,250 for its hour 
dramatizations to $1,750. 

CBS-TV story editor Jerry Hor- 
‘win has had difficulty getting 
screenwriters to handle video as- 
signments because of low payments 
of $250 per half hour. In line with 
SWG’s aim to open tele market 
to its members, Borowsky’s com- 
mittee recently sent roundrobin 
| letter to eastern ad agencies, re- 
' questing a rundown on require- | 
iments and fees currently paid. 





| Ilona Massey as Gabber 

| ABC-TV is peddling a stanza with | 
Ilona Massey in which former pic 

| Star would interview guests. 

| Show is being offered as a 15- 

; minute airer to be beamed Tues- 

) days and/or Saturdays at 7:15 p.m. 


Each week, a different | 


Garroway | 
and “Celebrity Time” will be al-: 
ternated; “This Is Show Business” | 


screen- | 
writers available for possible tele- | 
vision assignments, Ira Avery of !| 


Unique Setup Has Cost of Living 


to TVA Agreement 


Cost of living clause has been 
inserted into the final Television 
| Authority agreement with the 
'video networks, one of the first 
auch deals in broadcasting. 

Arrangement provides that if 


the Bureau of Labor Statistics 
consumer price index rises 10% 
above the level of Dec. 15, 50, 


TVA can request that the minimum 
rates be adjusted. If negotiations 
on the new rates fail, matter is 
to go to arbitration. However, no 
hike is to take place before Dec, 


1 15, °51. 


Final code, which went into 
effect Monday (5), adds several 
new rules to the basic schedule 


worked out last November, High- 
lights are: 

Performers will get credit for 
an hour rehearsal when required 
to appear outside the studio for 
fittings; makeup will also be ine 
cluded in rehearsal time. Fivee 
minute rest periods will be provid- 
ed during every hour of rehearsal, 
Thespers will not be required to 
furnish special wardrobes, al- 
though femmes may be asked to 
wear one evening dress. Men will 
get $2.50 maintenance fee per 
garment for supplying personal 
wardrobe and femmes $5 per gar- 
ment. 

Thespers will get half the ap- 
plicable fee for after-show enter- 
taining of studio audiences. Talent 
auditions will be cuffo, as a show- 
case for talent. Understudies will 
get the applicable minimum fees, 
plus an additional fee if they per- 
form in another role, Standins, 
substituting for cast members 
during rehearsal, will receive the 
rehearsal rate for the period they 
are called. 

Travel pay will be $28.75 in 
addition to transportation and live 
| (Continued on page 37) 


New Round of TV 
_ Rate Hikes in Chi 


Chicago, Feb. 6. 

With tele set circulation in the 
| Chi-area hovering close to the 850,- 
{000 mark, a new round of rate in- 
creases are in the works among the 
'four video stations here. Leading 
| the parade are the network stations 
|with WENR-TV, ABC’s Chi out- 
let, sending out last week its new 
,rate card which takes effect March 
1. ABC station is upping its Class 
| A charges from $1,000 to $1,300 per 
jhour. Due to be announced this 
week are NBC’s. WNBQ'’s rates will 
also be set at the $1,300 peak. 

At WGN-TV, Chi Tribune sta- 
| tion, it’s reported that its new card 
is being readied which will boost 
/prime time from $900 an hour to 
$1,000. As yet WBKB, Balaban & 
| Katz-owned indie, has made no defi- 
nite plans for a rate hike, but will 
likely join the bandwagon. Class 
|A hours currently are pegged at 
, $925 at WBKB. 

Fact that WBKW is holding back 
for the time being at least on a 
boost and that both its and WGN- 
TV’s rates have lagged behind that 
of the two network stations points 
up the two schools of thought on 
time charges which are manifest 
here. The o. & o. outlets, with 

(Continued on page 36) 


MERRIMAN’S NETWORK 
SPREAD FOR CAVALIERS 


Minneapolis, Feb. 6. 
Randy Merriman, KSTP an- 
nouncer and personality, has been 
signed to a three-year contract by 








the William Esty agency for Cava- 


liers cigaret account, at a reported 
$1,000 a week stipend. 

Contract guarantees yearly sal- 
ary increases and calls for a maxi- 


,mum of five network TV shows a 


week out of New York. On four 
weeks’ notice between now and 
Sept. 30 he’s required to move to 
New York. 

A member of the KSTP staff 
since Oct., 1941, Merriman now 
handles 15 shows a week, five of 
them on TV. One of his TV shows 
is a half-hour audience participa- 
tion TV show five days a week for 


/the cigaret company. The Cava- 
|liers-Merriman deal started last 


Oct. 2 under a year’s contract for 
a local test campaign prior to na- 
tional promotion. 
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TELEVISION 





GIVE EM CANDY-COATED CULTURE 





To Make Kids 


Continuing her crusade for a 


School-Hoppy 


Washington, Feb. 6. 
set-aside of channels for non- 


commercial stations, FCC Commissioner Frieda Hennock suggested 
here last week that what television has done for Hopalong Cassidy 


it could do for education. 


In an address before the Women’s 


National Democratic Club, Miss Hennock said the cowboy outfits 
the small fry are wearing these days is just “a small sample” of 
TV's influence on the younger generation. 


“But think of what television 


could do,” she asserted, “if its 


energies and influence were turned to education and improving our 


standards of living. . 
home into a classroom. 
ish—far from it. 


Not that 


. Think of the potentiality of turning every 


education must be dull or book- 


Education via television need not be compared to 
eating spinach or taking setting-up exercises. 


It can be informa- 


tive and at the same time most interesting.” 

Miss Hennock said there’s no question that the TV channels are 
in the public domain and that part of them should be reserved 
just as other natural resources are reserved for the public welfare. 

A 25% set-aside of the new TV channels to be opened up, she 
pointed out, would provide some 500 stations for the exclusive use 


of noncommercial educational institutions. 


stations which would be available 
mercial purposes. 


The remaining 1,500 
are sufficient, she said, for com- 








CBS Preps Situation TV Comedies 


As Answer to 


NBC's Star Lineup 





With NBC having cornered most? 
of the top-name comedians for its | 
Wednesday and Sunday night tele- | 
vision shows, CBS is turning to} 
situation comedy as its answer to/| 
the NBC talent lineup. Veepee 
Hubbell Robinson, Jr., and Harry | 
Ackerman set tentative plans this | 
week for seven new shows to tee} 
off next fall, four of which will be | 
adapted from some of the web's | 
top radio programs, including “Life | 
with Luigi,” “My Friend Irma,” | 
“Our Miss Brooks” and “My Favor- | 
ite Husband.” Others will be new | 
packages, starring Joan Davis, Hal | 
Peary and Desi Arnaz-Lucille Ball | 
in a “Mr. and Mrs.” format. 

Each of the shows, under present 
plans, is to originate from, Holly- 
wood. CBS hopes the coast-to-coast 
relay facilities will be completed 
in time to permit them to be fed | 
alive to the entire network. If} 
not, the web is confident that its | 
new, improved kinescope process, | 
currently used on the Alan Young | 
and Burns & Allen stanzas, will | 
carry the shows until the relay fa- | 
cilities are finished. Latest tenta- | | 
tive date for the extension of the 
microwave link to the Coast is 
Jan. 1. 

CBS originally had intended to 
rotate “Luigi,” ‘Srma,”. “Brooks” 
and “Husband” in the same time 
slot once every four weeks, with 
the overall package bearing the 


title, “Fun for the Family.” Various | 
(Continued on page 36) 


DuMont Scrapping 
Yanks Ballcasts? 


DuMont, last of the major tates | 
vision webs to carry local baseball | | 
games, may toss in the towel this 
year to retain its regular network | 
daytime programming operation. | 
While DuMont execs, who have first 
refusal to rights of the N. Y.| 
Yankee home games, have not yet) 
definitely decided to drop the 
Yanks, it’s reported they will do. 
so, which will pave the way for 
the N.Y. Daily News’ WPIX to 
break in at Yankee Stadium for 
the first time. 

DuMont is currently operating 
WABD, its key N.Y. outlet, from | 
9:45 a.m. Monday through Friday. 
Most of its daytime shows are fed 
to network affiliates and the great- 
er proportion of these programs 
are sponsored.’ As a result, in 
order to carry the Yankee games, 
the web would have to reshuffle 
its schedule, with the possibility 
that it might be forced to give up 

some sponsored shows. Number of | 
night games played by the Yankees 
would also mean constant shifting 
of the web’s nighttime schedule. 

These are the factors which Du- 
Mont’s top brass is currently con- 
Sidering in attempting to decide. 

WPIX, meanwhile, annouriced 

last week that it had signed for the 
‘hird consecutive year to carry the 
Complete home schedule of the 

(Continued on page 30) i 








M&L’s 45.9 Jackpot 


Dean Martin and _ Jerry 
Lewis racked up the highest 
rating yet achieved by any of 
the rotating comics on NBC’s 
Sunday night ‘‘Colgate Hour” 
this week (4) with a 45.9, ac- 
cording to a special four-city 
survey conducted for the web 
by the American Research Bu- 
reau. Ed Sullivan’s ‘‘Toast of 
the Town,” slotted opposite 
them on CBS in the 8 to 9 pe- 
riod, came up with a 23.9, ARB 
reported. 

M&L had held the previous 
high for that time with a 39.5, 
which they scored on their last 
show two months ago. Survey 
was conducted in the web’s in- 
terconnected owned - and - op- 
erated cities, N. Y., Cleveland, 
Chicago and Washington. 


New Ratings Show 








Filmed TV Poms. 





In Audience Hypo 


Vidpix are gaining more audi- 
ence acceptance, it’s pointed out 
by studies of the rating picture. 
| Sponsors are viewing the airers on 
celluloid more favorably, as evi- 
denced by Blatz’s recent purchase 
of the “Amos ’n’ Andy” vidfilm 
series, as those now using film re- 
port satisfaction with circulation 
their shows are getting. 

General Mills, for example, has 
three vidfilm shows on ABC-TV. 
“Lone Ranger” has garnered a 38.0 
Nielsen. Its newer airers, “Stu 
Erwin” and “Beulah” have also 
done well, with 21.8 and 19.8 Niel- 


| sens, respectively. 


Most popular stanza on film is 


| Procter & Gamble’s ‘Fireside The- 
_atre,”” with a 52.0 Nielsen. In Hoo- 
per’s chart of program popularity | 


“Fireside” is in fourth place. 


Among other shows on film, Grou- | 


cho Marx has a 25.6 Hooper, with 
(Continued on page 34) 


NBC, DINAH SHORE 
IN VIDEO HUDDLES 


NBC has been talking a TV show 
to Dinah Shore. During her week's 





stay in. New York video net offi- 


cials huddled with the singer over 
plans for a vehicle to go on some- 
time after her current CBS radio 
airer for P&G takes its summer 
hiatus. Show would originate in 
New York. 

Confabs have “een of a general 
nature and not in the blueprint 
stage. However, Ted Mills, pro- 
ducer of “Garroway At Large,” has 
been mentioned in connection with 
the Shore stanza. an indication of 
the pace and feel intended for it. 





WEBS HAVE OWN 
EDUCATION IDEAS 


Television’s mass viewing suit. | 
ence will accept education and cul- | 
| ture only if it’s sugar-coated, ace | 
cording to TV network execs. 
| Thus, they claim, before accusing | 
| the webs of sloughing off such fac- | 
tors in the current programming | 
| setup, educators who are now de- | 
nouncing video should realize that | 
| it’s first necessary to educate au- | 
| diences to accept such material. 
| Industry spokesmen aver that ex- 
| perience has shown that more 
| Viewers can be exposed to educa- | 
| tion and culture w:.en these things | 
| are mixed in with comedy and va- | 
|riety. When an entire program is | 
built around them, however, the | 
audience is virtually negligible. Ac- | 
| cording to the nets the situation | 
} 





| is the same as that confronting the | 
| film industry. A straight documen- | 
| tary picture, no matter how well 
| produced, has never drawn a mass 
audience. Yet, they pointed out, 
when the film companies treated 
social problems in a general en- 
tertainment format, as in “Gentle- 
man’s Agreement,” “Home of the 
| Brave,” ete., millions of people 
| paid to‘see them. 

That, the web execs said, is what 
they are trying to accomplish now 
with their accent on mixing long- 
hair items in with the straight en- 
tertainment shows. CBS’ “This Is 
Show Business,” for example, has | 
presented such performers as John | 
Gielgud doing a “Hamlet” solilo- 
quy and Metopera tenor Ramon | 
| Vinay singing a seldom-heard aria 
'from “Pagliacci.” Same _  web’s 
|“Toast of the Town” has consist- 
ently programmed such perform- 
ers as Sadler’s Wells’ ballerinas 
| Moira Shearer and Margot Fon- 
| teyn. And, even on NBC’s Sunday 
}and Wednesday night comedy 


shows, such artists as Metopera so- | : ; : 
| advertisers on a tandem basis, with 


| prano Helen Traubel and ballerina 
| Nora Kaye have appeared. Miss 
| Traubel, of course, scored her big- 


| gest hit clowning with Jimmy Du- | 


rante but, in both her appearances | 

| she also sang two legit arias. All| 
| these programs score hefty ratings, | 
‘indicating they play to millions of 
viewers. 

By the same token, the webs 
asserted, their continuing attempts. 
to devote a full hour to opera or 
| the ballet seldom pay off with. 

| equal ratings. NBC’s presentation | 
of the ballet, “Giselle,” last year, | 
for example, drew nowhere near 
the rating that the web’s “Saturday 
Night Revue,” which features bal-| 
‘let, for example, comes up with. | 
And the full-length operas being 
staged by both CBS and NBC play 
to a comparatively few number of 
viewers, as compared to those who | 
tune in weekly to hear Marguerite 
Piazza and Robert Merrill sing ex- 
cerpts of the same operas on the 
Saturday night show. 

Thus, according to the webs, they 
must work up to the programming 
of straight educational and cultural 
shows gradually. That such shows 
are in the works has already been 


(Continued on page 34) 


FORREST AS WCAU-TV 
SCRIPT SUPERVISOR 


Philadelphia, Feb. 6. 


Robert Forrest, writer-producer. 
at WCAU-TV, has been named to 
the newly-created post of script 
supervisor at the station, by 
Charles Vanda, v.p. in charge of’ 
| television for WCAU. 


Forrest's appointment, which is 
effective immediately, marks the 
first time any Philadelphia station 
has added an executive writer for 
the sole purpose of editing and 
judging TV scripts. 

Vanda said he “was through with 
television dialog of the casual and 
off-the-cuff variety. It seems as 

‘if what is being said isn’t too im-,| 
portant, as long as something is 
being said.” 

“Good writing is a greater chal- 
lenge than good actors,” the WCAU 
v.p. declared. “A bad actor may 
occasionally louse up a good line, 
but a bad line will always make a 

‘louse of a good actor.” i 





-a new job with both NBC 





Migration of Top TV Comics To 


West Coast Still Hangs by a Cable 





Frankie & Pal Joey 


Appearance of NBC prexy 
Joseph H. McConnell on the 
rival CBS-TV_ network last 
month, to accept one of Look 
Mmagazine’s television awards, 
marked the first time the head 
of one network appeared on a 
regular show of another chain. 

Ratings for the program, on 
which CBS prez Frank Stan- 
ton also appeared, came in yes- 
terday (Tues.), which prompt- 
ed this wire from Stanton to 
McConnell: “Dear Joe. Rating 
fo~ ‘Ford Theatre’ night you 
accepted Look TV_ award 
jumped 31.6%. Congratula- 
tions. Always knew you had 
terrific appeal. You are wel- 
come on CBS any time you 
wish to play return engage- 
ment. All good wishes. Frank.” 


WBKB's Chi Cubs, 
Films as Bundle 


Tandem Operation 


Chicago, Feb. 6. 


-_WBKB has come up with a 
unique package deal which it’s 
pitching to bankrollers interested 
in buying the Cubs baseball tele- 
cast. Balaban & Katz indie is of- 








|fering the 77 games as part of 


a cross-the-board bundle with fea- 


| ture films to be slotted in those 


days that no games are played. 
Deal is open to as many as three 


each client getting at least a men- 


| tion every day. 

is that the baseball-film | 
combination sold as a strip will do | 
away with the practically unsale- | 
able afternoon hours when the! 


Idea 


team is on the road. The split 


_weeks, postponed games and sched- 


ule realignments attendant to base- 
ball remotes have always posed a 
difficult programming and sales 


(Continued on page 3€) 


GILLETT EXITS Y&R; 
WEB TV SPOT NEXT? 


Roland Gillett, veepee in charge 
of television at Young & Rubicam 
under AM-TV chief Everard Meade, 
resigned over the weekend and left 
for a short vacation on the Coast. 
Prior to his departure he talked 
and 
ABC and, it’s expected that if he 
doesn’t tie up with one of the webs 
or agencies in Hollywood, he'll as-’ 
sume a top administrative job in 
either the NBC or ABC video de- 
partments in N. Y. 

Gillett, ®ho broke into TV prior 
to the war by working with BBC 





in his native England, was the first | 


director on Ed Sulliven’s “Toast of 
the Town” show on CBS. He was 
brought into Y&R by Sylvester L. 
(Pat) Weaver, then AM-TV vee- 
pee and now exec tele veepee at 
NBC. It’s known, though, that 
ABC is currently shopping for 
some one to take over the top 
administrative job in its TV setup. 

Y&R, meanwhile, is not expected 
to look for an immediate successor 
to Gillett, with Meade assuming 
the bulk of his former duties. 


NBC Ups Bill Lauten 
To Trade News Editor 


Bill Lauten, staff writer in the 
NBC préss department, was upped 
this week to the position of trade 
news editor. He succeeds Mike 
Dann, who was promoted last week 
to be coordinator of program pack 
age sales for the web’s television 
department. 

Each of them starts his new job 
today (Wed.). 





+ In addition to the anticipated 


|move of some of television’s top 
| dramatic shows from N. Y. to Los 
| Angeles when the coast-to-coast 
relay link is completed later this 
year, a survey of the TV networks 
reveals they expect many of their 
top comedy shows to emigrate for 
a Hollywood origination. TV pat- 
ern, as a result, is expected to 
emulate that of radio, when the 
combined lure of working in films 
and living on the Coast attracted 
most of the top-name AM personal- 
ities from N. Y. to L. A. 

In video, however, the webs may 
run into a roadblock that never 
impeded their progress in radio. 
That’s the shortage of relay facili- 
ties. At the most, American Tele- 
phone & Telegraph expects to have 
only one channel available in each 
direction from coast to coast by the 
end of the year. With all four ma- 
por nets bidding for time on that 
channel, it’s certain that the webs 
will have to share the facilities. As 
a result, kinescoping and the neces- 
sity for some of the top TV per- 
formers to continue residing in 
N. Y. will undoubtedly continue for 
some time. 

CBS, which has more house-built 
| packages on the Coast than the 
other webs, can expect to benefit 
most from opening of the new link. 
Granted that time on the TV re- 
lay link is available, the. network 
| expects to switch from kinescoping 
to a full live operation for both the 
Alan Young and Burns and Allen 
‘shows. In addition, it’s believed 
that performers like Ken Murray 
and Frank Sinatra, both of whom 
have their own CBS-TV shows from 
N. Y., will move back to Hollywood. 
And Ed Sullivan’s “Toast of the 
Town,” CBS’ top entry in the video 

(Continued on page 34) 


Stay East, Young 
Man: Ken Murray 


Ken Murray is one _ ex-Holly- 
woodite who isn’t interested in re- 
turning to California when the 
coast-to-coast relay link is com- 
pleted. According to the CBS 
| comic, he has learned during the 
| single year he’s originated his 
| show from N. Y. that Hollywood, 
‘despite the usual lures of easy liv- 
ing, doesn’t offer half the advan- 
tages for his type of program that 
can be found in the east. 

Any variety show, Murray said, 
must have a variety of acts to sus- 
tain itself. Because of the far 
greater opportunities for work in 
N. Y., he said, the necessary talent 
is to be found in far greater abun- 
dance in the east. As for film stars, 
Murray declared he might take his 
show to the Coast occasionally to 
use a certain star that would not 
be available in N. Y. But, he 
pointed out, there are a number of 
such stars continually working or 
vacationing in N. Y., who are avail- 


(Continued on page 36) 


DUMONT SHOWS FOR 
HAVANA TV VIA KINE 


DuMont network this week set 
up what’s believed to be the first 
international affiliation pact in 
television. Commander Mortimer 
Loewi, network director, signed to 
provide kinescope recordings of 
certain DuMont shows to Union 
Radio-Television of Havana, opera- 
tors of the first video outlet in 
Cuba. 

Because of the difference in 
language, the deal, at least from 
the start, provides for kines of only 
boxing and wrestling matches. 
Most of those carried by DuMont 
are sold on a participating basis. 
For the Havana station, the plugs 
will be eliminated, giving the 
Cuban outlet the opportunity to sell 
them to local sponsors. 

Havana reportedly has 9,000 re- 
ceivers in circulation now. Two 
stations are on the air, with a third 








jin the planning stage. 
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JHREE TO GET READY 
With Ernie Kovacs 
Producer-director: Cal Jones 
90 Mins., Mon.-Fri., 7:30 a.m. 
Participating 

WPTZ, Phila. 

Sitting behind a desk cluttered 
with ill-assorted objects ‘a la 
Robert Q.) Ernie novacs, tormer 
Trentor, disk jock, spins platters, 
reads mail, gives time signals and 
the weather, literally chews the 
scenery and does it all with a “for- 
get the whole thing and you wont 
miss too much” manner. 

Kovaes puts in a busy hour-and- 
a-half reading letters from_ the 
members of his EFFMS ‘Early 
Fveball Fraternal Marching So- 
cieiv; pinning up lists of the next 


xroup of recordings; banging awa) 
with a toy pistol to climax his own 
puns; grimace nz. inio the cameras, 
a, ‘) talking with 1 t-chnicians 
while a sereen-projected clock 
ticks away. 
Selection of records is varied 
and amusing. scoring particularly 
with novelties such as the latest 
hits in Polish, Spanish, etc. — In 
spite of overall ny quality, 
Kovacs can turn on the steam tor 


a serious project, such as getting 
his carly morning viewers to write 


a sick child. Format is ideal tor 
the early birds and work-bound 
viewers. who haven't time to sit 


giued to the set. yet can hear the 
recordings and catch few gags 
beiween showers and breakfast. 


a 


Kovaes, who also does the sta- 
tion’s popular “Deadline tor Din- 
ner" takes the long stint in his 
s.ride, handling the many bits of 
business in a relaxed and easy- 
going style. One gesture seems 
a little too uninhibited — his 


thovehtful practice of picking his 
teeth. Show _ started without 
hoopla or buildup and snagged 
3.500 pieces of mail in the first 
two weeks. Program now sports 
nine different sponsors. and car- 
ries 27 participating spots. Only 
interpolation besides the commer- 
cials is a five-minute — straight 
newseast delivered by staffer Nor- 
man Brooks. Gagh. 


LINGER AWHILE 
W'th Marty Hogan, Estelle Loring, 
Rick Marx 
Producer: Bob Tunison 
D'vector: Jim Harelson 
Writer: Fred Herendeen 
135 Mins,: Mon.-thru-Fri., 5:45 p.m. 
ROBERT HALL 
WBKB, Chicago 
( Sawdon) 
There's nothing elaborate about 
this musieal strip which marks the 


local video debut for Robert Hall 
clothing stores. It sticks close to 


the now standard chatter and tune 
format. with little to distinguish it 
from numerous other offerings of 
similar ilk. Session shapes up as a 
pleasant, if not pulse-quickening, 
in’ crlude for the early evening au- 
dis nee. 

Show is hosted by Marty Hogan, 
who, as one of Chi's busier disk 
jockeys, has deveolped a smooth 


delivery which registers equally 
well on video. Sharing honors is 


Fetelle Loring. understudy to Janet 


Bisir in the local company of 
“South = Pacific.” ‘\liss Loring 
projects nicely and handles her 


patter with poised adeptness, but 
her chirping on the opening frame 
(29) lacked the polish expected 
from one of her backround. This 
was perhaps due to the fact that 
she sclected three ditties associ- 
ated with Mary Martin, with the 
avtomatic comparison, Pianist Dick 
Marx gave okay support and con- 
tributed a bright colo keyboard 
version of “I Got the Sun In the 
Merning.” 

Segment was smartly dressed 
produetion-wise and canably lensed 
and lighted. Middle pluz, using a 
live model, was given a sock read- 
ing by Hogan. Dave. 





CISCO KID 
With Dunean Renaldo, Leo Carrillo 


Preducer: Ziv Te'evision Pro- 
rrams, Ine. 
30 Mins.: Saturdays, 6 p.m. 
Perlicipating 
WNBT, New Vork 
Produced strictly for TV, 30- 


minute film subiects contain suf- 
fici- nt action and comedy to please 
sudence for which they are in- 
terded; namely, juvenile faithfuls 
who have followed the characters’ 
expo'ts en AM for vears. Adutts 
foc meyv find series fairly amusing, 
ali veueh slant is toward the kids. 

Pictures have been shot in col- 
or so that they mey be ready if and 


“hen color video becomes stand- 
ard. However, tinted print tends 
to distort images slivhtly when 


telecast black-and-white. 

First two of s:ries present Cis- 
co end his pal. Peneho, in situa- 
tions similar to those in which 
they found themselves in = radio 
versions. Initial episode concerned 
efforts to frame pair for a stage- 
coach ho'dup. Second  presenia- 
tion hid Cisco and Pancho solving 
a counterfeiting case. 

Silvercup bread sponsors Now 
York telecasts. 





H. 


Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis, 
after two months of film making 
in Hollywood, returned to NBC's 





“Colgate Comedy Hour” Sunday 
night (4) in peak form. There 
probably isn’t another comedy 


team around today with such un- 
inhibited zanyism and the talent 
to carry it off so successfully. 
Duo was on for virtually the en- 
tire hour, piling yocks on top ot 


vocks without overstaying their 
welcome. Some of the skits could 
have been more brightly written 
but the combination of Lewis’ 
mugging and Martin’s straighting 
and singing more than compen- 
sated for any scripting deficien- 
ey hah 


As in previous shows, it was the 


finnl seeyment which drew the big- 
vest pavolf. Basically, it was a re- 
prise of material they had used 


beiore, such as Lewis taking over 
the baten from Dick Stabile to lead 
the orch as Martin sang. They 
impersonated an oldtime vaude act 
and displayed their versatility 
with a sparkling terp turn to close 
the show. Opener, too, was sock, 
with the two of them showing up 
as guests at a formal wedding and 
promptly starting in to wreck che 


joint. Also on the sparkling side 
was the sketch in which they 
showed how they got their start 


in the entertainment biz as a cou- 
ple of vaudesters checking in at a 
cheap hotel room, Mickey Bloom, 
trumpeter in Milton DeLugg's 
orch on the “Broadway Open 
House” show, was spotted in this 
one sans credit. Polly Bergen, 
who appears in M&L’s newest film 
release, “At War With the Army, 
showed a pleasant voice and per- 
sonality in serving as a breather 
for the comedy team’s capers. 

With the success of their 
straight comedy, incidentally, it 
seems needless for the duo to play 
much on their racial back- 
grounds, something which might 
not sit too well with a number of 
their viewers. And, on the debit 
side. that Colgate plug depicting 


SO 





a gal telling off her boyfriend 
about his bad breath was the nadir 
of poor taste. 

NBC’s “Musical Comedy Time” 
broke eut a 45-year-old Victor 
Herbert operetta, ‘Mademoiselle 
Modiste,” Monday night (5) and 


converted it into one of the more 
pleasant stanzas on this_ series. 
While some of the less antiquated 
musicals staged on the package 
have suffered by comparison with 
new trends in Broadway musicom- 
edy. the Herbert show was_ 530 
definitely out of the old school that 
no such comparison cropped up. 


As a result, the program, with 
Marguerite Piazza turning in a 


superb thrushing job in the lead 
role, bore some of the same nostal- 


gic charm that has_ permitted: 
“Blossom Time” and “Student 
Prince’ to be constantly revived 


and so provided a pleasantly relax- 
ing hour of viewing. ! 

Show carried extra appeal in 
that Fritzi Scheff, who originated 
the “Fifi” role on Broadway. 
played Fifi’s mother—and did a 
neat job on it. While her thesping. 
carried out in the old style, was 
slightly exaggerated for video's de- 
mands, she proved she can still de- 
liver a tune with an excellent re- 
prise of “Kiss Me Again” in the 
third act. Miss Piazza looked as 
well as she sang, and her rendition 
of “Kiss Me” topped the list of 
the standout Herbert tunes. 


Producer Bernard Schubert and | 


director Bil] Corrigan lined up a 
topnotch cast for the production, 
including Brian Suvan, who 
acted woodenly but sang well; 
Mary Boland, Frank McHugh, Mel- 
ville Cooper and Leonard Elliott. 
Sets, enmera work, Harry Sosnik’s 
musical backing and other techni- 
cal credits were fine. 


If the success index for a show 
in the “Lights Out” series is the 
number of goose pimples raised, 
“House of Dust” episode telecast 
Monday (5) rated low. Score was 
not a one—even though good part 
of the action in the stanza was 
accompanied by squealing of rats. 
NkC video airer had plenty of 
good ingredients, Nina Foch and 
Anthony Quinn in the star roles, 
striking sets, good camera work. 
aun intriguing premise and a couple 
of dramatic conflicts. Still show 
tripped and for the reason that it 
piled up implausibilities. Not those 
venerated by the operation § of 
supernatural forces, either, for 
the forces introduced were all too 
natural. 

According to the story, an atomic 
blact devasted the world. Anthony 
Quinn survived in Miami and Nina 
Foch in Chicago under circum- 
stinces that should have spared 
‘thousands of others: they were in 


bang came. After a twe-year trek 
through vegetation-less terrain and 
rainless days, pursued by rats; 
Quinn arrived in Chicago in the 
last stages of hunger. Why rats 
survived and apparently no other 
life, what they ate, what Quinn 
ate, are not made clear. 

Speculation about details like 
these was fatal to the suspense. 
Pitting Miss Foch’s pessimism 
against Quinn’s optimism when 
the two met and pitting both 
against the rats failed to pay off 
in horror. 

Supernatural forces are safer 
ingredients for shows of this type. 
No need for logic! 


John Garfield, making his video 


debut in a scene with Mildred 
Dunnock from Ibsen’s ‘Peer 
Gynt,” indicated that he can more 


than hold his own in this medium. 
On Sunday's ‘4! edition of the 
ANTA Plavhouse on ABC he 
played with expertness the scene 
in which his mother dies. He en- 
dowed his role with considerable 
color and a wealth of feeling. Un- 
fortunately, the full impact of the 
scene was lost as the final lines 
had to be cut because of overtime. 

Vinton Freedley conferenciered 
a good talent collection. One of the 
delights of this display was the 
tango scene from ‘‘Ring Round the 
Moon” with Georgina Cookson and 
Michael Evans. This episode was 
the comedy highlight of this stanza 
with its combination of zany terp- 
ing and brittle gab. 

Florence Desmond also. regis- 
tered well with her impression of 
Hildegarde, while Johnny John- 
ston’s singing had a_= sufficient 
amount of virility and good produc- 
tion to get across. 





Milton Berle with Tuesday's (30) 
show reached his 100th perform- 
ance on the Texaco Star Theatre, 
NBC-TYV. It's a tremendous ac- 
complishment inasmuch as Berle 
has been consistantly the top draw 
in video for that length of time. 

Unfortunately, stanza wasn't rep- 
resentative of the level of previous 
showings. The various sketches 
were full of sound. fury and hys- 
teria without a resultant payoff in 
humor. All this despite the fact 
that Berle lined up good perform- 
ers in order to make this session 
an event. 

The most memorable part of the 
display was the bisting of a gusset 
by Gracie Fields. The British 


comedienne who made aspidistras | 


a household word, had to interrupt 


a bit in order to go behind a post | 


to button up. On the average 
household screen, the bodice 
breach didn't warrant the resultant 
embarrassment. 

- The “Sunset Boulevard” and 

Julius Caesar” satires didn’t have 
enough basic humor to warrant all 
the time given them. There were 
enough cliched situations to ruin 
some expensive talent. 

Miss Fields, on her own. deliv- 
ered with her usual efficiency as 
did Romo Vincent. Solo spots were 
good. 

Berle, however, is a master at 
selling nostalgia. With Jack Nor- 


worth as a peg for the reminis- 
cences, a! good finale was con- 
cocted with dancers Mario & 
Floria, singer Martha King and 


Bill Dillon, and novelty turn of the 
Rigoletto Bros. chalking up good 
individual performances. 


“Toast of the Town” 
other strong talent lineup Sunday 
(4) for a well-above-average full 
hour's entertainment. Russell 
Nype. juvenile lead in the musi- 
cal, “Call Me Madam,” sang “It's 
a Lovely Day Today” in ingratiat- 
ing style, and was joined by Jane 
Morgan for a charming duet on 
“You're Just in Love.’”” Miss Mor- 
gan was back later in the show for 
an attractive production song-num- 
ber, “April in Paris.” Renald & 
Rudy, high-class acro act, and 
Bobby Vance, talented tapster who 
did a comic tap dance and a daffy 


old soft shoe routine, also rated 
high. Nancy Walker and a sup- 


porting quintet of actors romped 
throug. a knockabout sketch bur- 
lesquing a murder mystery, which 
was moderately amusing slapstick. 

Margot Fonteyn, Sadler’s Wells 
premiere ballerina, was the main 
attraction, getting a big buildup 
from emece Ed Sullivan before her 


“Swan Lake” pas de deux with 
her Sadler's partner, Michael 
Somnes. This particular pas de 


deux, however, is pretty much a 
mood piece, and out of context, 
and in this program didn’t show to 
complete advantage. Musie was 
too fast in some spots and whole 
nervormance was somewhat rou- 
tine and mechanical. But there 
Was enough to suggest that here 


had an-| 





Tele Followup Comment 


FOFFosessos ee HOF 
bomb-proof shelters when the big was one of the world’s great bal-' 





lerinas, even if selection of an- 
other show piece, amore dramatic 
type of choreography, would have 
suited better. 

Sullivan introduced ventriloquist 
Skeets Minton, who was crowded 
off the program by encores from 
‘other acts, and handled the situa- 
tion rather awkwardly. His em- 
ceeing on this occasion was gauche 
and most surprising after his long 
experience at this _ stint. He 
stumbled over his introes and 
seemed ill-at-ease throughout. 


©. 

Danny Thomas, who hasn't been 
too successful in his video work to 
date, struck paydirt Wednesday 
night (31) with his stint on NBC- 
TV's “Four Star Revue.” Comedian 
abandoned entirely his flag-waving 
which, whatever the intentions, 
came out as mere corn on the 
screen, concentrating instead on 
straight comedy. He reprised a 
couple of his best nitery routines, 
including the “Assyrian chant,” 
and also presented some sock sup- 
porting acts, including vocalist Kay 
Armen and ballerina Nora Kaye. 
Result was a pleasurable hour. 

For the show’s finale, Thomas 
played against a simulated nitery 
setting, which gave him the oppor- 
tunity to run throught the GI rou- 
tine he does in the current 20th- 
Fox musical, ‘“‘Call Me Mister.” It 
was a fine bit. He also teamed 
with Miss Armen for a charmful 
song, after she had registered im- 
pressively with her solo work. Best 
of Thomas’ straight skits was a 
dream satire on westerns, which 
featured a neat dissolve from one 
setting to another. The sketch 
about the flowers and greeting 
cards, in which he used his Italian 
characterization, was too long and 
obvious for top impact. 

Miss Kaye wowed with a modern 
ballet about a tenement gal and a 
rich boy ‘danced by Skip Manners), 
in which she displayed the ultimate 
in terp technique. 





“Alison’s House,” Susan Glas- 
pell’s Pulitzer prize-winning play, 
emerged as warmly gripping drama 


on ABC-TWs “Pulitzer Prize 
Playhouse” Friday night (2). Jo- 
seph Schranck’s adaptation — re- 
tainec the best elements of the 


original and the cast, working un- 
der the smooth direction of Ajex 
Segal. was topped by such compe- 
tent performers as Otto Kruger. 
Madge Evans and John Beal. 
Seript was slightly wordy but still 
sustained top interest because of 
| the c osely-knit plot. 

| Kruger registered nicely as the 
brother of the famous dead _ poet- 
ess around whom the plot. re- 
volved. Miss Evans was a shede 
flamboyant as his daughter who 


had run off with a married man 
but Beal was fine as ihe son. 
'Robert Pastene, as the newspa- 


per reporter, and June Dayton 
as the young secretary in the fam- 
ily. were good and Patricia Quinn 
_O’Hara scored as the spinster aunt. 
Edgar Peterson’s production was 
top-drawer and special = eredit 
“should be handed the ABC prop 
department for coming up with 
such items as the turn-of-the-cen- 
tury typewriter, which helped 
spell out the play's period Setting. 

Schlitz commercials, as usual, 
were cxcellent. 
| 


i 





_ New device to replace actual 
scenery on a television show with 
simulated settings provided by a 
new electronic optical camera was 
used for the first time on TV Fri- 
day night (2) in WOR-TYV's 
“Trapped.” While the unit. labeled 
the “Scenescope.” might have an 
interesting future, it left much to 
be desired on the show. It's sup- 
posed to blend within itself live 
actors, props and flats with film. 
slides or still pictures, which 
would climinate the need for anvy- 
thing but props. ; 

But, the lighting deteriorated 
considerably each time the camera 
Was used and the actors too often 
looked as though they were merely 
superimposed over the scenery. 
In addition, the scenes depicting 
the actors descending and coming 
up subway stairs were ludicrous. 
It the Scenescope can be suft- 
fictently developed, it could con- 
ceivably trim video  preduction 
costs considerably but it’s going to 


require the maximum in further 
/ research. 

Program, subtitled “Sporting 
Chance,” was otherwise about par 


for this series, meaning that it was 
a good try for something original 
but was impeded too much by a 
minimum budget. An original by 
Frank Wayne, the story told in 
rather obvious delineation about a 
smallitime gambler staking his life 


(Continued on page 36) 
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|! EDUCATION FORUM 

| With Dr. Kenneth Bartlett, Dr. 

| Kenneth Baker 

'30 Mins.; Mon. (5); 7 p.m. 

| WGY and WRGB-TV, Schenectady 
Dr. Kenneth Bartlett, director 

(of the Syracuse U. Radio and Tele- 

vision Center, in a simulcast de- 


bate Monday (5) with Dr. Kenneth 
‘Baker, director of research for the 
‘National Assn. of Broadcasters, on 
‘“Should 20% of Television Facili- 
ties Be Reserved for Educational 
Programs?,” argued that television 
would be “improved” if “25°” of 
the VHF’s were reserved for ‘“‘non- 
commercial purposes” and_ that 
educational institutions should 
not be placed in “the position of 
borrowers or dependers on the 
goodwill or station operators” for 
time. Dr. Baker contended that 
commercial stations “are going to 
great pains in many cases to tele- 
cast programs of this educational 
type,” that educational institutions 
should compete before the FCC 
with commercial interests for a 
given channel, the Commission to 
make a grant on the basis of 
“which applicant would do_ the 
better job for the public.” 

Baker declared that many edu- 
cational telecasts ‘have’ very 
limited appeal,” it being a ques- 
tion whether stations are not giv- 
ing “too much time” to them at 
present and are not causing “view- 
ers to turn off sets.” Bartlett, in 
answer to a query by a girl student 


i 


whether educators had ‘any 
psychological plan” to hold view- 
ers’ attention, frankly said that 


they did not have “the showman- 
ship” to compete with commercial 
video entertainment and probably 
would not be able to develop it. 

Pointing out that Syracuse U.’s 
television outlet now presents 25 
live programs weekly and is begin- 
ning to know “a little something” 
about which hold the strongest ap- 
peal, Bartlett said more experi- 
ence is needed by educational sta- 
tions. He concluded: “I think edu- 
cation, in the long run, is not go- 
ing to be as attractive as general 
commercial entertainment is, but 
that makes it none the less useful 
or desirable.” 

“Advertising is a sound eco- 
nomic medium for radio and tele- 
vision: 75° of our nation’s radio 
and television facilities should be 
for commercial purposes; about 
one-quarter of these should be re- 


served for non-commercial pur- 
poses,” Bartlett added. 
Dr. Baker commented that “the 


tax dollar comes from a very large 
majority of people, while the ap- 
peal of the program put on by the 
educational station is very limited. 
It is highly questionable whether 
the Legislature or the policy-mak- 


ing organization can_ legitimately 
spend funds for television pro- 
grams of very limited appeal, 


though there is a precedent.” He 
spoke of “The miserable experi- 
ences that educators have had with 
standard and FM radio they 
have not used frequencies in a 
way that realized the full poten- 
tialities of the medium.” 

When Dr. Bartlett pleaded for 
“a reasonable time’ which educa- 
tional institutions should be given 
to raise funds for television opera- 
tion—“it takes from one to three 


years to clear a budget” —Dr. 
Baker rejoined: “What is reason- 
able? Commercial broadcasters 


would be very willing to consider 
a reasonable delay, but the FCC 
is talking in terms of 30 years, 
which is permanent for most of us. 
That is a generation. Why should 
educators be afraid to slug it out 
in a competitive case before the 
FCC? If the application is worthy 
for presentation, why not present 
it to the FCC? I don't think edu- 
cational institutions should be re- 
Juctant to present their case, in 
competition with a commercial ap- 
plicant, on a given channel in a 
Riven community.” Jaco. 


MY HARP ANDI 
With Betsy Mills 
Producer-director: Jim Baker 
15 Mins.: Thurs., 9:45 p.m. 
Sustaining 
KLAC-TV, Los Angeles 

“My Harp and I” is a relaxing 


and entertaining 15 minutes of 
television. With only Betsy Mills 
and her harp to fill the segment, 
“Harp” comes off in strong 
fashion. 


Added to her harp and vocal ac- 
complishments, Miss Mills boasts 
a charming face and figure; no 
hindrance when searching out a 
viewing audience. She accom- 
panies herself on four tunes, each 
of which registers nicely, and is 
ease bridging tunes with her 
own introductions, handling seg- 
ment with complete self-assur- 
ance. 

Director Jim Baker handles 
chores capably, adding to provram 
the intimacy necessary to fulfill the 
impression offered by Miss Mills. 
Low-key lighting broght ot the 
finishing touches. ‘ Free. 
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THE ARMED FORCES HOUR 

With U. S. Army Air Force Band, 
Singing Sergeants, Sgt. -Gien 
Darwin, others rgd 83 

Writer: Chet Spurgeon 

Preducer: Ed Nell, Jr. 

Director: Anthony Farrar 

30 Mins.; Sunday, 8:30 p.m. 

Sustaining “ ‘ 

DuMont, from Baltimore 


| CHARLIE WILD, PRIVATE 
DETECTIVE 

With Kevin O’Morrison, Annette 

| Erlanger, Robert Matteo, Rich- 

| -ard Abbott 

| Writer: Peter Barry 

Producer: Carlo De Angelo 

Director: Leonard Valenta 

30 Mins.; Fri., 9 p.m. ; 

|WILDROOT HAIR TONIC 


“Armed Forces Hour” which got CBS-TV, from New York 


under way via the DuMont net) 
Sunday night (4) is a potpourri of | 
music and songs welded: around | tive,” 


films of servicemen in training and 
in ‘action. Entire half-hour layout 


Defense 
Mont. 
wholly GI. 


in cooperation with 


‘In view of the fact that no pro-|Case of the First : 
fessional talent is used, the show | piece of trivia had: sleuth Kevin Pic adheres religiously to the tried-,| 


Palent on the Session is} nightly 


(A.2.D. & OG.) 
“Charlie Wild, Private Detec- 
one of the more recent ad- 
ditions to the ranks of the TV 


installment 


on CBS-TV. 
/}Opus for 


the evening was “The 
Love.” This 





| Telefilm Review | | 
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STEVE DONOVAN, WESTERN 


RANGER 


With Douglas Kennedy, Eddy Wal- 
| ler, Onslow Stevens, Frank Fen- 
ton, House Peters, Jr., John 
Cliff, Louise Currie, Tom Tyler time 


Producer: Jack Chertok 
Director: John Morse 

| Writer: David Sheppard 
| 30 Mins. 


| This latest vidpix series brought | draw. 
was devised by the Department of | crime mellers, proved singularly | out by Jack Chertok, producer of | appeal 
Du unexciting in its. Friday (2). fort- 


SONGS FOR SALE 
With Jan Murray, Mitchell Miller, 


Dorothy Fields, Richard Him- | 


| ber, Rosemary Clooney, Richard 
| Hayes; Ray Bloch orch 
| Producer-director: Herb Moss 
'30 Mins.; Sat., 7:30 p.m. 
| Sustaining 
, CBS-TV, from New York 

“Songs for Sale” is back, this 
in a non-simulcast edition. 
However, there’s no noticeable 
change from its previous status. 
This show makes a fairly pleasant 
half-hour, but it’s not a strong 
Basically there’s not much 
in a new tune, particularly 


{ 


ithe “Lone Ranger” group, looks| When it’s cleffed by an amateur, 


‘like surefire ‘fare for the action 


'fans. The story line on the initial 


shapes up ‘as a fairly good one of |O’Morrison stumbling over falling | 2nd-true western thriller formula 


its kind. 


the most obvious 


Glen Darwin have a polished qual- | situations. 


ity and the USO set presumably | 
provided by WAAM, Baltimore, | 4; 


furnishes a topical background. 


What the program lacks is good ' schoolmate of O’Morrison’s. 


Story concerned an_interna- 
onal femme thief who by an ap- 
propriate coincidence was an old 
She 


integration and at least one top |had an amatory fancy to her one- 


guest name to act as host and/or 
emcee. Clips of jet pilot training 
as well as the work of the Military 
Air Transport Service are amateur- 
ishly introed by couples’ 
versation on the USO dance floor. 

However, the “Armed Forces 
Hour” represents a good means of 
acquainting the public of the De- 
fense Department’s functions in a 


visual medium, Subesequent shows | ap} 


doubtlessly will run off smoother. 
‘ Gilb. 


MADISON SQUARE GARDEN 


With Marty Glickman, Jimmy 
Powers 

30 Mins.: 6 p.m., Sat. 

Sustaining 


WJIZ-TV, N. Y: 
A swelling chorus of criticism of 


cone | 


! 


itribbed fair support. 


itime class companion. However, 
‘her professed love for him failed 
‘her at the denouement. For true 
{to his code he turned her in. 


| Peter Barry script stirred up 
only a mild froth of suspense and 
the plot’s eventual outcome could 
leasily be anticipated without too 
much concentration. O’Morrison 
is a virile individual who prob- 
y could do a good job in the 
ititle role if given plausible ma- 
| terial. 
Matteo and Richard Abbott con- 
In view of 


jthe flock of mystery shows now 


} 
| 


originality and imagination if 


| sponsor Wildroot expects to gain 


basketball as a sports spectacle, | 
LARRY AND GLADYS STEWART 


and, by extension, a TV spectacle, 
has been based on the static nature 
of the game due to fouling and 
tactic of freezing the ball. No such 
fault could be found with the game 


a wide nighttime audience. Gilb. 


Producer: 
Director: 


| 30 Mins.; Sat., 2 p.m. 


as presented in a series of film | 


quotes from sport events that 
make up TV airer, 
Square Garden.” 
p.m. slot, show should be 
comed by fans as a summation of 
week's activity even thoygh sub- 
ject matter is film clips of Garden 
doings exclusively. 

. As to the matter of basketball, 
two games were highlighted in this 
preem stanza (3), one in the col- 
lege league, Manhattan vs, De 
Paul, and one in the professional 
circuit, the Manhattan Knicker- 
bockers vs. the Rochester Royals. 
With every lull snipped out, with 
set shots, jump shots and tip-ins 
strung tightly together and with 
exciting 
Glickman, cage game emerged as 
virtuoso spectacle and at its best. 
Competitions at Millrose Athletic 
Club games were also presented, 


with closeups at crucial develop- | 
ments in the contests and slow-. 


commentary by Marty | 


“Madison | 
In a Saturday | 
wel- | 


Participating 
WPIX, N. Y. 

N. Y. Daily News’ WPIX. re- 
portedly cancelled out the raft of 
pitchmen who had taken over the 
late-evening time on the station, 


| but it apparently has not cancelled 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


i] 


} 


the merchandise they sold. For 
this show merely spotlights a dif- 
ferent type of hawking. Instead 
of a pitchman selling the items in 
a lengthy demonstration between 
reels of old films, the goods are 


now pitched by Larry and Gladys | 


Stewart in between their songs, 
guest interviews and general chit- 
chat. 


Stewart was one of the male 
leads in the Broadway musical, 
“Finian’s Rainbow.” He displayed 
a nice voice on the show caught (3) 
and an okay personality, neither of 
which is shared to too great an ex- 
tent by his wife. They played 
against a household setting, which 


motion at climatic points—a record- | gave them a chance to demonstrate 
breaking pole vault, for instance. | such items as a meat thermometer, 


When the reel shifted to boxing, | a new flower-pot, etc. Attempts at | 


Jimmy Powers took over the spiel. 
Event filmed was the 


humor were strained and the show 


Paddy evidenced its shoe-string budget. 


Young-Kid Gavilan go and edited | It may corral some housewife view- 


sequence presented on show was ers but only because few of the) 
'other N. Y. stations are on the air) 


the action-packed essence. 


Show has ingredients of click, that early on Saturday ——- 


with athletics aficionados one of 
main ones being rapid-fire, 
thoritative deliveries of Glickman 
and Powers. 





AUSTIN KIPLINGER—NEWS 
Director: Chuck Phillips 
10 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 6:30 p.m. 
CITY NATIONAL BANK 
WGN-TV, Chicago 

(Pershall) 


_ Although billed as an interpreta-_ 


tive newscast, this cross-the-board- 
er on segment caught (30) was 
straight reporting, with the usual 


war map and pointer and still pix. | 


As such it was okay, but it might 
have taken on added impact had 
the gabber, Austin Kiplinger, 


au- | 


| 
| 


| 
| 


\ 
' 
| 


devoted at least a few minutes to | 
background.commentary. After all. | 


it's his interpretative Chi Journal 


of Commerce column that gives — 


him his name value. 


Kiplinger handled himself with | 


g00d poise before the camera and 
his delivery wasn’t too script- 


bound. His choice of*news slotting , 


was a bit dubious on this frame, 
however, as he opened the show 
With a feature story and pic on 
llouse Speaker Sam Rayburn re- 
ceiving a gavel from 


President | 


Truman in honor of the Texan’s | 


long regime. War news and the 
Weather—the day’s biggest story— 
wore ‘spotted late in the stanza. 
Stills used were of good auality 
hut were frequently held on- 
Camera too long. 

Ten-minute show was brokén by 
two nluts; Last one, snieled by 
Voetinver using a blackboard 
‘oe n of sponsor's lor* rates. 
Dave. 


brew 


come off nicely, 


tal 





WALTON CALLING 

With James Walton, William Pic- 
kett, John Shrader; Ray Shelton, 
announcer 

Producer: Pete Katz 

30 Mins., Mon., 7:30 p.m. 

WILL SALES 

WHAS-TV Louisville 


Evolved from a previous audi- 
ence participation show which 
James Walton conducted on WHAS 


Air Force Band does a/| bodies, talking to a dead man in| but it’s spun with maximum effec- 
competent ‘job, the harmonies ofthe belief that he was alive and | tiveness. 
the Singing Sergeants and Sgt. |induiging in 


It. plainly demonstrates 
the improving techniques of tailor- 
| ing films for the small-screen audi- 
lence. It’s the wise practice of keep- 
jing nearly all of the action within 


| tight, close shots for fullest impact | 
/on the home screens, with clear | 


|cut photography throughout, that 
| stands out especially on the open- 
ing segment. 

| .Tale itself-is fast moving with a 
| big budget of excitement during 
;its 26 and one half minute run. 


| evitable bewhiskered and loquaci- 


| ous sidekick, are a couple of West- | 


|ern Rangers sent out to eradicate 


;one Comanche Kid who’s terror- 


| izing the peaceful ranchers. 
|corpse’s and_ several 


| bandit in the home of a rancher 
| from whom he’s attempting to 
|force a bill of sale for the home- 


hired gunman, Luke, gets the up- 
| perhand and gloatingly reveals his 
| true identity as the town banker. 
Some fast gymnastics by Donovan 


Rusty comes through with slug in 
,the arm and the bad man just as 
he was reaching for his second pis- 
tol. 


the widow of one of the Rangers 
killed earlier by the Kid. 





‘ 


|majorbowes tunesmith. 


Steve Donovan and. Rusty, the in-} 


| quired flexibility. 


Two |} 
gunfights | 
Annette Erlanger, Robert | later, the team of Rangers trap the | 


! 
| 


| 


‘cluttering up the channels, “Char- | Stead. The Kid, with the aid of his | 


ilie Wild” will have to show more} 


| 


| 
! 


turns the tables and in the melee, | 


| 
| 
} 


Windup has Rusty and Steve} 


‘nS ae Samal | str 
turning the reward money over to | perts then analyzed the samples. | 


| Douglas Kennedy nicely fits the | 


role of the quietly efficient Dono- 


| 


'van and Eddy Waller makes an/ 


| excellent foil as Rusty. Both play 
| without the usual exaggeration and 
| appear likely to join the ranks of 
|top vidpix Western favorites. 
| Onslow Stevens turns in a good 


_job as the Comanche Kid and! 


| Frank Fenton was sturdy as the 
harassed rancher. 
| players also hit par. 


{ 


|It was the panel’s comment and | 


| However,,a couple of the numbers 


'preemed on the show Saturday (3) | 


| were catchy and neatly presented. 


contestants, got off some comedic 
lines. However, he spent too much 
time and effort striving for the 
humor, to the detriment of the 
airer’s Tin Pan Alley talent hunt- 
ing premise. This was particularly 
noticeable 
handling the panelites, composer 
Dorothy Fields, orch leader Rich- 
ard Himber and Columbia Records’ 
Mitchell Miller. Just .when they 
started to offer specific criticism 
of. the musical entries, Murray 





‘called time. to gah with another | 


Rosemary Clooney put over the 


vocals she essayed well. Richard 

Hayes, the stanza’s male singer, 

was fair but seems to lack oo aa 
ril. 





YOU'RE ON YOUR OWN 


With Paul Valentine, emcee; vari- | 


ous guests 
Producer: Albert Black 
Director: Frank di Franco 


Jan Murray, who interviews the | 


in his abruptness in| 


| VICTOR BORGE SHOW 
With Phil Ingalls Orch, guests 
Director: Perry Lafferty 
Writers: Borge, Eddie Lawrence, 

Max Wilk ; 
| 30 Mins., Sat., 7 p.m. 

KELLOGG CEREALS 

NBC-TV, from N. Y. 

(Kenyon & Eckhardt) 


' Victor Borge, backed by a 
wealth of experience’ in supper 
clubs, theatres, radio and video 


j 


| guest shots, looms as one of the: 


} better comedy bets. His first show 
| Saturday (3) on NBC, opposite 


CBS’ Sam Levenson, demonstrated ' 


a wonderful flair for literate 
comedy. Borge can keep the view- 


comedy. 
The Danish zany has a great 
deal of ingenuity. One of the 


funniest musical sessions in his 
display was a satire of the Lucky 
Strike Hit Parade as it would have 
been done in Vienna nearly a 
century ago. Borge lampooned 
this show even to the song-and- 
| dance commercials, and a presenta- 
, tion of tunes in the manner of the 
|TV chronicler of pop music. One 
‘of the highlights was the Feder 
sisters doing a German translation 
of “Orange Colored Sky.” 

Borge also gave a demonstration 
of musical expertness by weaving 
a series of classics into a pop-type 
tune. During one of his openin 
lines, Borge opined that he coul 


, See little difference between play- 


ing concerts and television — the 
| audience stays away in either case. 


Gerri Gale did a tasteful bit of 


| ballet to Borge’s 88ing. Miss Gale 


and the Feder 


Sisters were the 
major guests, 


the task of enter- 


30 Mins.; Sun., 2 p.m. taining fell largely to Borge and 
CORTLEY FROSTED FOODS | that he did in a most competent 
WABD, N. Y._ ;manner. The Stewart Chaney sets 
Rg sy - were good. 
“You’re On Your Own” is an- ie bts P ’ ; 
other variation on the long string tietoneen "a ot reP “eons 
of talent hunt shows that are omni- go rte 


present in TV. 
entry on WABD, N. Y. Sunday (4) 
brought on three turns to demon- 


' 


This half-hour | S20ws and it’s regretful that the 


viewer must dial between both lay- 
outs and thus, possibly lose the 


ate their work. A panel of ex-| "¢ flavor of each. Jose. 





Those on the board were Harry, RESS MYERSON SHOW 
Revel, comedian Joey Faye, Joan producer-writer: Diane Munhall 


Edwards and John Carradine. 45 Mins.; Sun., 


Acts in themselves were relative- 
ly unimportant in Sunday’s preem. 
| contributions that made for inter- 
esting viewing. Talent of the 
threesome that appeared was so 
‘latent that the experts were hard 
| put to make a tactful appraisal. 
Tyros included a boy and girl 


Supporting | dance team; a femme singer-dancer 
| and a male warbler. 
Package, a 39-week series, is be- | 


Carradine ‘participated in an 


‘ing distributed by General Artist | amusing bit with Revel in which 


Corp. Dave. 


PARADE OF STARS 

With Bob Horn 

Producer: Hubie Weiss 

60 Mins.; Mon.-Fri., 3:30 p.m, 
Participating 

WFIL-TV, Phila. 

Bob Horn. jazz authority and 
longtime Philly fave with two cur- 
irent AM cross-the-board disk pro- 
grams, hosts “Parade of Stars,” 
, acting as film jockey. Horn hand- 





| picks the shorts from the Snader | uals 





the latter ‘“psycho-analyzed” 


11 p.m. 

| SPOTSTIK 

| WABD, New York 

(Huber, Hoge & Sons)? 


| Bess Myerson, the Miss Amer- 
ica of 1945, appears to be a 
|talented and personable young 
|lady. However, interview shows 
'demand a little more than these 
| attributes. Miss Myerson indicated 
| that she must still learn how te 
design a gabfest so that there will 
be some direction. The interviews 


him | Show little lustre and fail to bring 


by improvising a tune on the piano_ = the brighter facets of her sub- 


around the letters of his name. | 
Actor also did a stirring reading | 
of a “Macbeth” excerpt. But the 
overall effect of the show had a} 
rather ragged and uneven effect. | 
Some of this could be attributed | 
to Paul Valentine’s emceeing. | 
Frequently he was at loss for 


| words. 


| 
| 
| 


| 


Quality of such an offering’ 
obviously depends upon its presen- | 
tation and identity of the individ- 
who comprise the panel. 


| Film Library, whose special tele-| Better screening of the talent also 


vision subscription service 
been snagged exclusively for 


Among performers’ used 





ment. Spieler introes numbers: by 
‘looking in trade papers to cue 
some item of current information 


radio, this TV effort, on behalf of | about bandleader or singer. It was 
one of the town’s leading down-| Horn’s break-in at tele, and the 


town merchants, provides a good trade mag was good gag. but at 


half-hour for participants as well 
as viewers. Sponsor is also liberal 
with prizes for those taking part. 


times his script was showing. 


Transition to TV is a cinch for 
Horn, who has good voice and re- 


Walton fills the m.c. role in fine | faxed manner, as well as a fund 


fettle, assisted by William Pickett! of information on subject. 


in vocal numbers, and Johnny) 
Shrader at the electric organ. Al 
small studio audience sits In on> 
the proceedings, and contestants | 
are selected from the group. Most. 
of the Walton engineered stunts, 


‘are of the zany type, providing a /| 


lot of fun. He has a neat knack | 
of handling the gimmicks, and) 
never at any time embarrasses the 
guest stunters. Walton’s show has 
become a TV regular in this town, 
and demand for ducats to the show | 
is heavy. James Sheehy, WHAS- 
TV staffer handles the customer 


‘relations end of the shindig, and | 


plays a prominent part in making) 
the audience part of the show a 
smoothly conducted affair. Ray 
Shelton, youthful announcer 
handles the frequent commercials 
verv well, in straight-forward treat- 
ment. Hold. | 


Pro- 
gram rates as sock entertainment, 
especially for jazz and popular mu- 
sic’ addicts. As spotted, it is a 


great relief from the steady after- | 


noon fare of B pics, recipes and 
fashion notes — which even the 
hausfraus should welcome. Show’s 
entertainment values with the inti- 
mate and informed touches sup- 
plied by Jockey Horn, make it a 
natural for evening spot. Time is 
being sold in blocks of 10 minutes 
and more, as well as on participat- | 
ing basis. WFIL-TV is making full- 
time use of its exclusive on Snader 
film clips. Tom Moorehead. svorts | 
director for station. follows Horn 
with a full hour of all-star acts un- 
der title “Stave Six.” A third pro- 
gram called “Stors at Midnight” 
soes on from mid*icght until 1 a.m. 
three times weekly — Tuesdavs, 
Wednesdays and Thursdays. Gagh. ! 


ed 
WFIL-TV, in Philadelphia. Johnny | Cortley Frosted Foods were done 
Graf, former local bandleader, is; mainly by three gals who handled 
a partner in this West coast tele-| the blurbs in unison. They'd look 
short production outfit. Thé films,| better if they all wore the same 
made especially for new medium attire. 
are exceptionally good for sound. | 


on SHOPPING FOR YOU 
Horn’s premiere (Jan. 29) were Pa-| With Penny Chase (Maris Carlson) 
tricia Morison, Peggy Lee, King Mon.-thru-Fri., 2:30 to 3:15, 6 to STARS ARE BORN 
Cole, Jimmy Dorsey, Lionel Hamp- | 
ton and George Shearing, to men- Participating 
tion a few of the dozen and more WAAM, Baltimore 

needed to run the hour-length seg- | 


| 
' 


controls, 


| 


would bring about a more enter- 
taining layout. Commercials for 


Gilb. 


6:45 p.m. 


-These smartly ,organized shop- 
ping stretches are smoothly paced . 


| by Maris Carlson who provides 


good ‘personality as well as looks 
and supervises a staff of shoppers 
who comb the retail stores for, 
day’s “best buying bets.” Items’ 


, are not necessarily tied to ad- 


vertising sponsors and _ phone 
orders for items televised may be 
phoned in to station for follow- 
through. A wide variety of mer- 


|chandise is offered and monthly 


“dollar days” have become regular 
fixtures. 

Some public service stuff is 
spliced in as well as an ‘occasional 


‘interview with a visiting fireman 


or celeb and it all ties together 
smoothly considering the constant 
flow of chatter required. Burm. 


FRANK BROOKHOUSER SHOW 
Producer: Sidney Gathrid 
Director: Roddy Rodgers 
Musical D'rector: Carl Waxman 
30 Mins.: Tues, 11:30 p.m. 
MOTOROLA 

WFIL-TV, Phila. 

With Frank Brookhouser, Philly 
Inquirer's chatter columnist at the 
this lafe night stanza’s 
strength is part!y predicated on 
the calibre of talent available in 

(Continued on page 38) 


ijuves. 


Once she gets this knack, she'll 
do: handsomely on this type of 
show. Miss Myerson has charm and 
musical talent which she demon- 
strated by accompanying guest 
Oscar Karlweis on the piano. 

Apparently, there were some 
last minute hitches on the show. 
Announcement prior to the open- 
ing of the session had Eric Blore 
as the guest, but Karlweis and 
Nana Gollner were the interview- 
ees. The last minute substitutions 
probably put Miss Myerson in a 
spot without time for adequate 
preparation. Even at that there 
should have been some quality of 
spontaneity. 


Commercials 'ad rather heavy 


| treatment for a 15-minute session. 


Jose. 





With Tod Manners, others 
Producers: Skip Weshner, 


Jr., 
Dave Schooler 


Director: Steve Previn 


Writer: Weshner 
30 Mins.; Sun., 3:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 


DuMont, from New York 


This is a children’s talent show 
and a noteworthy effort in that 
format. Airer presents kids, aged 
3 to 18, from local dance schools 
in miniature revue. On the preem 
Sunday (4) the theme was the 
buildin” of the West and included 
a line of toddler tapsters, six 10- 
year-old can-can girls, a few juve 
vocalists and some older teenager 
girls in more intricate terp rou- 
tines, all with a frontier motif. 
The younger moppets performing 
in grownup turns were generally 
cute. Those in their late teens 
showed some tulent and good 


training, if not professional polish, 


Production was somewhat 
hazard, as might be expected, 
came off as an imaginative 


hap- 
but 
and 


,ambitious venture for the youth- 
'fulness of 


the performers. Tod 
Manners, who linked the bits with 
narration, and who also sang, was 
pleasing, although nat strong 
enough to,sock his material across. 
By and larg. stanza will appeal 


mostly to a younger audience or 


like to watch 
Bril. 


those adults who 





ers amused by verbal and pianistic 


30 


RADIO REVIEWS 
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BENNY RUBIN SHOW 
With Don Ward, Rex Maupin orch 
Producer-director: Don Painter 
25 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 2 p.m. 
Sustaining 
ABC, from Chicago 

Benny Rubin bowed with cross- 
the-board ABC tune and chatter 
show Monday (5) which breaks no 
new trails as far as format 1s con- 
cerned but adds up to fairly satis- 
factory fare. Emcee, ably assisted 
by Don Ward with Rex Maupin 
band supplying tunes, adds mildly 
amusing comic twist, especially 
with dialect routines. However, the 
show seems to lack enough impact 


to make dent in the afternoon 
soaper audience. 

Initialer had Rubin running 
through standard patter about 
Hollywoodites, including list of 
stars’ hobbies. Guest slot was filled 
by Dane Clark with usual incon- 
sequential chatting about favorite 


role. etc., and broad plug for his 
latest pic. 

As show follows Frances Scully's 
Hollywood program on the same 
web. the Chi organization might do 
well to look elsewhere for its ma- 
terial. Freshest bit was Rubin's 
dialect story and poem takeoff on 
Hamlet. 

Band scored solidly with four 
tunes, best of which was sprightly 
“Hot Canary.” Show could use vo- 
cal hypo to spice heavy lot of in- 
strumental numbers. Dave. 


BIG CITY SERENADE 
With Skip Farrell, Henry Cooke, 
Joseph Gallicchio and orch 
Producer: Ralph Knowles 
Writer: Morgan Perron 
30 Mins.; Sat., 3:30 p.m. 
Sustaining | 
NBC, from Chicago | 
While this latest NBC sustain- 
ing effort isn’t likely to cause any 
upheavals in the Saturday after- 
noon Nielsens, it teed off last 
week (3) in an easy-to-take fashion 
—more pleasant than exciting. 
Format, using the rather tired 
“city salute” device to give some 
continuity to the musical numbers, 
is hardly original. But crooner 
Skip Farrell, narrator Henry 
Cooke and Joseph _ Gallicchio’s 
NBC orch combine their profes 
sional knowhow to get the most out 
of the idea. 


New Orleans got the nod on the 
preem with Farrell and Cooke | 
weaving in notes on the city’s 
background and its contributions. 
Morgan Perron’s script evidenced 
more enterprise in smooth phras- 
ing than in research. Lightweight 
copy, however, was given a com- 
fortably relaxed handling by the 
two gabbers. 

Musical portions were first rate | 
with Farrell doing his usual fine | 
job on the ballads and the Gallic- , 
chio crew coming through with big | 


league tootling. Band demon-,| 
strated its mettle especially on 
Ferde Grofe’s ‘Mardi Gras” an 


“Come to the Mardi Gras.” Far-| 
rell, besides his smooth style in! 
handling his share of the chatter, 
registered stoutly on “Way Down 
Yonder in New Orleans” and “I 
Remember the Corn Fields.” 
Dave. 


CIVIL DEFENSE REPORTER 
With Roy Popkin, Guy Wallace 
Producer: Wallace 

Writer: Popkin 

15 Mins.; Thurs., 7 p.m. 
ZENITH HEARING AIDS 
WFDR, (FM), New York 

This weekly roundup of civil de- 
fense news takes the chatty ap- 
proach. The attempt is to put 
local news of atomic defense de- 
velopments into easy - to - under- 
stand terms through the conversa- 
tion of Roy Popkin, of the Brook- 
lyn Red Cross, with WFDR an- 
nouncer Guy Wallace. 

On the preem Thursday (1), 
chief topic of discussion was the 
weakness of the siren warning test 
of the previous week. The informal 
approach is generally good, al- 
though in spots there was an in- 
congruity between the light con- 
versational tone and the frighten- 


| the Bible. 


QUENTIN REYNOLDS SPEAKS 
With Tedd Lawrence, announcer 
| Writer: Reynolds 
15 Mins., Sun., 1:15 p.m. 
| Participating 
_WMCA, N. Y. 

(Marks-Whitehill) 

New series of transcribed week- 
y commentaries, heralded as a 
critical analysis of the news, is 
anything but. Judged by series 
opener Sunday (4), it’s a weekly 
inspirational talk. On that basis, 


it’s a flimsy though interesting 
airer. Quentin Reynolds brings his 
warm voice and manner, and in- 
gratiating style, to bear for a 
quarter-hour of sentimental, mel- 
odramatic talk and it may bring 


comfort to a few people bewildered 
by the headlines. 

Reynolds’ opening program was 
devoted to Gen. Dwight D. Eisen- 
hower, to whom the commentator 
referred almost always familiarly 
“General Ike.””’ Down in Wash- 
ington, said Reynolds, the General 
had renewed everyone's lagging 
faith. He was the greatest sales- 
man the country had. He was 
selling one product—Americanism. 
Reynolds went on to tell an anec- 
dote about Eisenhower at Columbia 


as 


and how it tied up with his 
recent mission overseas. If it 
wasn't a critical analysis of the 


import of the general's trip, it did 
help to humanize the man who 
currently commands the headlines. 


For further reassurance of his 
listeners, Reynolds told of meet- 
ings with French Premier Rene 
Pleven and Israel Minister David 
Ben-Gurion, and of the latter’s 
assurance to him that the democ- 
racies held the strongest weapon, 
Bron. 


RILEY SHEPHARD 
25 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 4:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WROW, Albany 

Folksy philosopher, new to this 
area, is an articulate chap with 
greatest appeal probably to older 
and smalltown listeners. His pro- 
gram is too long on talk; it is also 
uneven. One commentary, which 
started with a discussion of musi- 
cal talent, came close to network 
levels. Another, on the intelli- 
gence of animals, ran to tiresome 
length. Shephard intersperses the 
chatter with platters, of his own 
and other artists’ vocalizing. 

Shephard talks easily, and often 
interestingly on a variety of sub- 
jects. His commentaries merge 
well-turned phrases with homey 
jargon. Mike technique is not al- 
ways orthodoxily sound, but this, 
and the twang, are probably effec- 
tive with the audience encom- 
passed. Jaco. 





SPORTS ROUNDUP 
With John Derr 
Producer-Director: Derr 
15 Mins.; Sat., 6:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 

CBS, from N. Y. 

John Derr, CBS associate sports 
director, is heading up this sports 
news roundup with pickups from 
other network correspondents in 
key cities across the country. 
Covering all athletic activities, 
program offers a comprehensive 
digest of sports news highlights. 
Perhaps the use of pickups, a la 
the network’s international round- 
ups, is a bit too elaborate for sports 


Preem show (3), coming in an 
interim period in the sports world, 
'was handicapped by the lack of 
|important news _ developments. 
From New York, Derr covered the 
controversy centering around base- 
| ball commissioner A. B. “Happy” 
| Chandler, while 
| from Los Angeles, Boston and Chi- 
|cago blanketed the diverse fields 
| of horse-racing, football and track- 
|and-field events. Herm. 








|NOON OF NIGHT 

| With Steve Hall, Bob Snyder 

| Producer: Gertrude Quinn 

| Director: Bill Mulvey 

{15 Mins,; Sun, 10:45 p.m. 

| VAN HEUSEN CHARLES CO. 

| WRGB-TV, Schenectary 
(Brown, Roberts & Bangert) 


material, but the fans will approve. | 


correspondents | 





ing nature of the material. This : 
was the case when Popkin de-| Program, under sponsorshi~ of 
scribed the nerve gas which causes | 2% Old Albany store not heretofore 
its victims to “drown in their own | Using TV or radio, started modest- 





juices.” Bril. | ly, with promise of added smooth- 
ness and impact as it progresses. 
Featured are poetry-verse by Bob 
TRIO ON PROB ATION IN Snyder, WOKO disk jockey, and 
Steve Hall, veteran WGY musician. 
| Snyder doubles on the advertising 
TELE TALENT FRAUD drum, which received a_ pretty 

, heavy roll on the premiere. 
Los Angeles, Feb. 6. | Hall plays while Snyder reads 
Three operators of a phoney tele- verse. For opener, most of the 
vision school and production outfit | “poetry” was lyrics of popular 
pleaded nolo contendre to mail| tunes, to which Hall gave the back- 
fraud charges in Federal court | ground. Device was awkward and 
where they were fined and placed rather unconvincing, although 
on probation ranging up to five Snyder registered reasonably well. 

years. 

Reteniaatn ween Andere 2, show prevented clearance of mate 
Collinson, Edmund G. Tierney and 


‘rial. Inspirational in nature, it was 
not particularly suited to mellow 


| GIRL FROM PARIS | 


| With Jane Morgan. 
Producer-director: George Voutsas 


15 Mins.; Sun., 2:45 p.m. 
| Sustaining 
| NBC, from N. Y. 

Jane Morgan, Boston born, went | 
to Paris four-five years ago on a | 
sort of lend-lease arrangement. 
Since a flock of French chan- 
toosies were making good in the 
States she decided to attempt a 
reverse process and proved a de- 
cided click. Now that it appears 
the French contingent has set a 
vogue in this country, witness 
Miles. Piaf and Francois, NBC has 


Writer: Jack Wilson | 


called on Miss Morgan to fill a 
Sunday p.m, slot, the reasoning 
apparently being that the native 


cum Gallic flavor of her chanting 


might produce a pleasing syn- 
thesis for the home _ audience. 
Femme’s preem effort tends to 
bear this reasoning out. 


Teeoff stanza (4), displayed good 
set of pipes applied to perform- 
ance of smartly selected tunes. 
Gal's spoken lines make most of 
local gal abroad and at home situa- 
tion and are delivered warmly and 
unaffectedly. But, it is in the 
vocal stint that she really shines. 
Every tune she sang lay comfort- | 
ably in her vocal range, although 
her lower register appears to be 
the better; and her feeling for 
phrasing and shading was above 
reproach. Her theme is “Je Suis 
Seule Ce Soir,” and is the only all- 
French item’‘in the program, which 


this week went on to “All My 
Love” (ne “Bolero”’), “Autumn 
Leaves” (ne ‘“Feuilles Mortes’’), 


“Nice to Have a Man Around the 
House” (of U. S. origin) and “The 
Seine.” In each of her complete 
offerings she shuttles from Eng- 
lish to French, or vice versa, in 
one instance with disconcerting ef- | 
fect. There is no continuity be- 
tween the French lyrics’. of 
“Bolero” and the English of “All 
My Love.” This is just a quibble, 
however, in view of the overall ex- 
cellent impression. In one par- 
ticularly fetching bit Miss Morgan 
illustrated the Gallic versions of 
“Diamonds Are a Girl’s’. Best 
Friend” and “Doing What Comes 
Naturally” and evidenced a light 
touch that stands as another asset 
to her show. 

NBC means to make the most of 
its chantoosie, judging from the 
excellent production — including 
full orch under the direction of 
Andrew Ackers. Stanza rates an 
increasing following. 


TEXAS QUALITY NETWORK 
FORUM 

With Bill 
guests 

Producer: Sarah McLendon 

| 30 Mins., Wed., 9:30 p.m, 

| Sustaining 

| WOAI, San Antonio ; 

| This opus is designed to bring 

‘Texans and their congressional 

'representatives closer together. 

The show originates in Washing- 

ton, D. C. and is heard over the 

regional Texas Quality Network 

which includes WOAIT, 

WFAA, Dallas; KPRC, Houston; 

KRIS, Corpus Christi, and KRGV, 

Weslaco. 

On the airing caught four Texas 
congressmen discussed the man- 
power problems of mobilization 
which is one of the main topics 
of discussion today. 

Rep. Paul J. Kilday, of San An- 
tonio, third man on the House 
Armed Services Committee and 
chairman of the important sub- 
committee discussed military man- 
power, the draft and what was to 
be done about putting 18-year-olds 
into uniform. : 

Rep. Bob Poage, of Waco, chair- 
man of the House sub-committee 
on farm labor and vice-chairman 


Shomette, moderator, 


of the House Agricultural com- | 


‘mittee discussed manpower for 
‘farm production. The particular 
phase of this which is of vit~!] im- 
portance now, the importation of 
nearly 500,000 Mexican 
was discussed by Rep. Ken Regan 
of Midland. 

Rep. J. Frank Wilson, Dallas, 

| discussed manpower problems of 
‘industry. He referred to the prob- 
lems of the civilian population in 
‘mobilizing for war and drew on 
complaints from constituents. 
Bill Shomette, former farm and 
‘ranch director of WOAI, now 
resident of Washington, is serving 
as moderator for the first three 
programs and turns in a nice job, 
channeling the discussions to the 
matter at hand. 


Program meets the purpose set | 
forth as that to give Texans more | 


‘information about national and 
international issues and to give 
‘them a chance to hear their Con- 
gressman thing out loud. Andy. 


, Forth Worth — W. A. Ruhmann 





_Presumably quickness of spotting has been appointed farm editor | 


here for WBAP and WBAP-TV 
according to George Cranston, 
| outlet manager. He replaces Layne 


| been spread along the CBS Coast network. 


here; | 


‘hit for ailing Patsy Lee on ABC’s “Breakfast Club” last week 


laborers, | 


mre 





From the Production Centres. 





IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Robert Kirschbaum added to AM-TV department of Marschalk & 
Pratt Co.....Barbara Welles (WOR) has set up a consumer panel to 
test household products....Murray Jordan, WLIB staff announcer 
narrates upcoming N. Y. City vidpic on the Brooklyn-Battery tunnel 


Colgate has renewed its hourly newscast sked on WMCA_... 
WNEW’s Steve White moves over to WNBC....World Broadcasting 
System has signed harpist Robert Maxwell to wax 40 sides on exclusive 
basis MBS account exec Howard Cann to speak at Syracuse Sales 
Execs Club Feb. 19 (Miss) Clayton Shields named program -budget 
and office manager for ABC Mutual’s Ted Streibert and Bill Fine- 
shriber to answer listeners’ queries on WOR today (Wed.) Clem 
McCarthy to be featured in a new series of racing-type station breaks 
on WNBC. 

Jack Farren to produce “Celebrity Circle,” preeming Sunday (11) on 
WOR with Jane Graham starred, Ray Bolger first guest... Bob Duncan, 
editor-scripter on “Armstrong Circle Theatre,” resigning from BBD&O 
to freelance Mutual stations picked up by Acousticon for “A. L, 
Alexander’s Mediation Board” on Feb. 18 and 25 to be used also on 
March 4....Colen-Gruhn Co. named N. Y. distrib for Tele-Tone Radia 

Dynamic Stores have pacted WJZ's Allen Stuart for a 69-minute 
Friday deejay show Hank Sylvern and daughter appear on WOR’s 
“Junior Celebrities’ Sunday (11). 

Carl Sandburg to guest on Sidney Fields’ “Only Human” over WOR 
Sunday (11)....Actress Helen Gerald and hubby James B. Dolan, as- 
sistant musical director of NBC Symphony, expecting child Herman 
Hover’s disk jock stint from his own Ciro’s (Hollywood), heard locally 
over WMGM twice nightly, has hit 350 stations via Liberty Broadcast- 
ing web....CBS tossed a cocktail party for Eve (“Our Miss Brooks’) 
Arden at the St. Regis yesterday....Page Cavanaugh Trio waxing 10 
sides for World Broadcasting. ...Dick and Billie Hyman due back from 
Honolulu and the Coast today (Wed.) Harry Maizlish, owner of 
KFWB, Hollywood, in town for couple of weeks. Signed up Eleanor 
Roosevelt syndicated series....Ben Kaufman joins Mutual to handle 
special program promotion projects under Harold Coulter, advertising- 
promotion director Julie Bennett into “Aunt Jenny”... . Shirley 
Blanc into a running part on “Road to Life.” 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Norman Ostby, onetime assistant to Don Searle, Coast topper for 
ABC, was named Pat Campbell’s successor to head up station relations 


for Don Lee. He'll combine the duties with those of his management 
of sales service Al Hansen is directing radio and TV commercials 
for Erwin-Wasey. He was formerly with Young & Rubicam, N. W. 
Ayer and the Thompson agencies....Radio News Club, which set the 
fire under G. A. “Dick” Richards for alleged news slanting, will have a 
program of its own on KFWB called “News Is Our Business.” News- 
casters will rotate as panel experts.... For the third time within a year, 
George Wright, Paramount, N. Y., theatre organist, was flown out for 
half-hour organ recital on KFAC. Footing the bill was Richard Vaughn, 
insurance tycoon, who has the program remoted from his home console 

“Bud” Edwards has shelved his retirement plan and will continue 
as radio and TV program director for ABC» under a new deal arranged 
for him by Frank Samuels, western division head, with Bob Kintner. 
He was all packed for a life of ease on his 5,000-acre cattle ranch in 
Idaho....Paul Masterson, who has been spinning disks on KNX, has 
Platters he plays are faves 
around the world with an international flavor....Merle Jones turned 
over his KNX office to Wilbur Edwards and moved over to Don Lee to 


| administer KTSL in addition to his CBS duties....ABC rented Earl 


Carroll's soon-to-be-reopened nitery for Don McNeill’s “Breakfast Club” 
origination from Feb. 18 to 28....Edna Skelton Borzage is eschewing 
all activity for rest of the season to recuperate from her recent major 
surgery....O. B. Hansen around to try to solve the space problem at 
NBC. _Unless outside quarters are leased for TV, radio will have to get 
along in cramped quarters....New writers are being called in on “The 
Blandings.” Last week Cary Grant tossed out five scripts and used the 
one written by his wife and co-star, Betsy Drake. 


IN CHICAGO... 


Ben Scott upped from account exec berth at WIND to local sales 
manager slot....Paul Barnes’ “Calling All Detectives” strip back on 


_WGN with Sealy Mattress Co. picking up the tab... .Jack Benny made 


a brief stopover here for a chat with Chi CBS execs while enroute back 
to the Coast from his N. Y. tele shot....Chirper Nancy Wright pinch- 


( , ( ... Hal 
Tate’s telephone quizzer is getting a cross-the-board ride on KWK, St. 


Louis, for Manhattan Coffee....WIND’s popular post-midnight disk 
show, “Night Watch,” marks its 15th birthday this week. Larry 
Berrill is currently helming the program.... WLS program chief Harold 
Safford back at his desk after a bout with a cold....Chi NBC press 
chief Jack Ryan addressed annual Blue Cross conference Friday (20) 
....Chief Journalist George Andrews has put the finishing touches on 
new 13-week public service quarter-hour package for the U. S. Pacific 
_Fleet....Tom Russell joins WBBM gabber staff after a hitch at WEEI, 
Boston. . . The Art Van Damme Quintet, featured on NBC’s “Dial Dave 
Garroway a.m. strip, in for a two-week stint at the Oriental theatre 
Feb. 15. -.- Lineup of name guests visiting Tommy Bartlett’s “Welcome 
Travelers” NBC show last week included Van Heflin, Jack Dempsey, 
Ronald Reagan, Lou Costello, Susan Cabot and Charlie Grimm... .Chi 
CBS veepee Les Atlass back at the helm after a Florida vacation.... 
a Gene Autry in town last week cutting tunes for Columbia Records 
..- Quiz Kid Naomi Cooks copped the Veterans of Foreign Wars award 
as outstanding graduate of her eighth grade class....Paul Gibson doing 
a Chi Godfrey with the addition of another twice weekly gab session. 


a4 | = 











DuMont-Yanks 


Continued from page 27 





_N. Y. Giants. Since the Giants and 
_ Yanks never play at home on the 


same days, the station would be | Ryder,” will soon have the cows 


able to fit the games of both teams 
into its schedule. Station mana- 
ger Bennett Larson declared yes- 
_terday (Tues.) that WPIX has the 
| necessary equipment and facilities 
to operate from both the Stadium 
_and the Polo Grounds, the Giants’ 
home field. 

WOR-TYV will again pick up the 
Brooklyn Dodgers’ home schedule, 


John G. Dennison, alias Jack Drake. | mood of block. Timing of program Beatty who resigned to accept a to which it succeeded after CBS 
They operated Saga Productions ‘ean be sharper. Its title puzzles. | post with the U. S. Department of gave up that team for the same 


and Screen Players Guild. Jaco. 


i State. 


reasons now confronting DuMont. 


2 
+ 


PREP ‘RED RYDER’ 


‘cently recovered full 





VIDOATER SERIES 


Hollywood, Feb. 6. 
Steve Slesinger, owner of “Red 


boy hero riding across the coun- 
try’s television screens. With Hal 
Roach, Jr., as executive producer, 
he has formed his own company 
to turn out the films in serial form. 

Filming will be done at the 
Roach studio, with outdoor action 
shot on Slesinger’s ranch near 
Pagosa Springs, Colo. Slesinger re- 
rights to 
“Ryder” from Langendorf bake- 
ries, which sponsored the radio 
version on the Coast for the past 
10 years. Cast and crew are now 
being assembled. 


— 
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VARIETY 








Hearing Feb. 20 In 
TVA-SAG Dispute 


Question of union jurisdiction 


over thespers in vidpix, contested | 4, “4 ay Bt ape 
by Television Autaority and Screen | through with a gate “guaranty” as 


Actors Guild, comes up for hearing | 


Feb. 20 before the National Labor 
Relations Board in New York. TVA 
is contending that it should have 
jurisdiction over vidpix as well 
as live TV. SAG argues that it 
already has contracts with the mo- 
tion picture companies which are 
lensing vidpix. 

TVA contention is that actors 
working in vidpix arer.’t covered 
by the TVA agreement with webs 
for live teevee, and that therefore 
they are not doing as well-as live 
performers. SAG reply is that the 
networks and agencies are not 


lensing their own vidpix, but are | ; - iF 
them out to studios al- | the package of 35 IBC bouts which 
ready covered by SAG pacts and | ing on CBS radio and video and no 


farming 


that these offer better terms than 
TVA’'s. Tele Authority wants sole 


jurisdiction because it already has | ; 
J - ’ | strongest card of the season. In 
agreement w > webs , ty alana 
igreement with the webs and | contracting 


an 
agencies who are the ultimate users 
of vidfilm. 

Hearing on Feb. 20 was post- 
poned from January at TVA’s re- 





| here 


No Gate ‘Guaranty’ For 
LaMotta-Robinson, Sez 
Pabst; Just One in Series 


Chicago, Feb. 6. 
Reports that Pabst 


| 
} 


is coming | 


part of its radio-TV deal for next 
Wednesday’s Jake LaMotta-Ray 
Robinson welterweight title bout 
were denied by both the 
brewing company and International 
Boxing Club spokesmen. LaMotta, 
in town for the contract inking 
last week, stated he’d been assured 
of a $75,000 take from the fight. 
Intimation was that the tele spon- 
sor would make up the deficit 
should the gate fail to net LaMotta 


| $75,000 as his 45°% cut. 


Nate Perlstein, Pabst ad chief, 
|told VarIETy that the LaMotta- | 


Robinson fight is just another in 


the brewing company is bankroll- 


special deal was made for this par- 


| ticular contest, which looms as the | 


quest. TVA asked for the postpone- | 


ment because it engaged a new 
trial lawyer, Sidney Sugarman, in 
place of Henry Jaffe, previously 
skedded to argue the case. 

TVA spokesman said that if the 
authority, which represents. the 
unions 
and Artistes of America, obtains 
jurisdiction over vidfilm perform- 


the ‘government's recent wage 
freeze. It would argue that there 
is a “gross inequity” between pay 
for live and film TV and that the 
latter should be brought in line 
with the wages and conditions set 
in its pre-freeze agreement with 
the webs. 

TVA, incidentally, today (Wed.) 
resumes talks for scales and terms 
to be paid by local video stations. 





Detroit — Paul Toepp has been 
added to the staff of WXYZ-TV as 
program assistant. He 
George Manno, recalled by 
Army. 


jly an “advance” dope story attend- 


| 
} 
| 
| 
' 


in the Associated Actors | 


ers it would not be stymied by | 


for the fight package 
no direct gate subsidy deal was | 
ever contemplated, he stated. | 

IBC spokesman summed up the | 
alleged video “guarantee” as mere- | 


ent to a world championship fight. 
He said LaMotta will receive $1,500 
as his share of the tele rights | 
which has been the standard scale | 
for title bouts. 





| 


KPRC’s TV Marathon | 
Nets 20G for ‘Dimes’ 


Houston, Feb. 6. 

One of the longest TV shows 
aired hereabouts was _ presented 
over KPRC-TV last Saturday from | 


| changed, 


| Kinder 


VET PITT ‘TAP TIME’ AM 


SHOW REPRISING IN TV, 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 6. 
Fort Pitt Brewing Co.’s “Tap 
Time” radio program, which was 


recently dropped from KDKA and | 
a regional network after nearly | 


13 years, is virtually being reas- 
sembled again in a teevee version. 


| When Fort Pitt abandoned the big 


half-hour musical in favor of a 
daily quarter-hour’ video 
over WDTV, personnel with 
exception of Bill Hinds, m.c., was 
too. 

Now, however, Maurice Spital- 
ny, who batoned “Tap Time” for 
its entire stretch, is returning to 


the TV lineup as maestro, al- 
though with considerably less 


men, and oldtime regulars like the 
Sisters, Mary Martha 
Briney and Faye Parker are being 
re-signed, too. Originally Pat 
Burke and Sylvia Rhodes were 
taken on as the regular singing 
stars along with Frank Jarema’s 
four-piece combo, but they’re exit- 
ing “Suppertime,” which is what 


| Fort Pitt calls its television stanza, 


at the end of this week. 


WTCN Group Sells Nat'l 
TV Rights on Chemical 


Minneapolis, Feb. 6. 
John Ford, WTCN sales promo- 
tion and publicity director, and his 
associates have completed a deal 
for the sale of national TV rights 





of their gimmick, called ‘‘Winvisi- | 


ble,” to Masterson. Reddy & Nel- 
son, producers of “Bride and 
Groom,” “Live Like a Millionaire” 
and other TV packages. 


Gimmick involves use of a pat- | 
ented chemical to bring out invisi- | 


ble writing and drawings on a TV 
screen. It was first revealed on 


10:30 p. m. to 6 a. m. Sunday.| WTCN-TV with Peg & Ed Scott 


Over $20,155 was contributed to the 


starred. New York producers will 


|March of Dimes by some 2,168 peo- | Utilize it on network shows and 
ple who telephoned in during the | Ford and his associates will re- 
|telecast, according to Jack Harris, ,C¢ive a percentage of its earnings. 
| general manager of the outlet. 


the 41 acts. 


There were 12 m.c.’s for the| 
telecast, which was participated in | 





Cleveland — Eugene R. Myers, 
forinerly- salesman for WTAM- 


show | 
the | 





| 
| 











RADIO-TELEVISION 31 
Television Chatter 
New York Maid Versatile Varieties” show 


Natalie Priest featured on CBS- 


} 


TV's “The Web” tonight (Wed.).. . | 


| Mary Crosby (wife of N. Y. Herald 


| filiates 


| Tribune’s John Crosby) joins NBC- | 


i TV’s “Leave It To the Girls” Sun- 
day (1])... Bert Kalmar, Jr., did 


a “show must go on” on CBS-TV's | 


|“Show Goes On” Thursday 
when he performed despite a frac- 
j tured cheekbone, resulting 
his having been beaten and robbed 
the previous week . . .Leonard L. 


Levinson, “Eloise Salutes Stars” 
scripter, has sold three sketches 


penned with Leonard Neubauer to 


the Ken Murray, “Hollywood 
|Sereen Test” and Kate Smith 
| shows. 


| Comedian Pat Harrington heads 
| the talent lineup in Jerry Layton s 
package, “Patty’s Clambake,” now 
being peddled around. Ray Allen 
is writing and Sid Morse produc- 
|ing ... CBS, ABC and NBC have 
cleared time from 10:30 to 11 p.m. 
Feb. 27 to pick up part of the 
American Red Cross’ 1951 cam- 
paign rally from Madison Sq. Gar- 
den, N. Y: ... Marion Parsonnet 
and Edward Lewis, partnered in 
| Palisades Productions, retained by 
| Pepsi-Cola to produce 132 15-min- 
jute films starring Faye Emerson 
|... Irving (& Norman) Pincus back 
\from Florida today (Wed.), day- 
| and-date with the “preem” of the 
new “floor plan” in the brothers’ 
|expanded TV _ setup .. . Treva 
Frazee set for a role in Robert 


|Montgomery’s production of “A 
| Star Is Born” Monday (12) via 
NBC ... WPIX currently § con- 


structing a new studio, measuring 
50x100 feet, in the Daily News 


building, which will give the sta- | 


_tion four studios for live program- 
|ming ... WABD and the DuMont 
| web racked up a sale per day dur- 
‘ing January ... Barbara Britton, 
| film actress, signed to do live nar- 
ration for WPIX’s ‘Four 
Theatre,” series comprising feature 
film oldies .. 
ing, a lead role on CBS’ “Big 
|Town” tomorrow night (Thurs.) 


| 


replaces by 250 people, putting on a total of| WNBK, has been named WTAM |... Dusty Miller joined the Gibral- 
The total is expected to| sales manager by Cleveland NBC | tar agency to supervise TV copy 


be increased by the mail donations. | general manager John McCormick. ' and handle publicity on the “Bonny 


(1), | 


from | 


Star | 
. Donald Buka play-.. 


... Bruno-N. Y. renewed WNBTs 
“Rootie Kazootie Club” for 13 
weeks . . . Five more DuMont af- 
added to the “Captain 
Video” lineup. 


Hollywood 


Andrews Sisters have nixed four 
sponsor offers to do a revue-type 
vidfilm according to Lou Levy who 
maintains the trio must go into a 
situation-type show, with plenty of 
leeway for vocal efforts, or no 
dice . . . Series of 30-minute pix 
made by Alfred Stury’s Crusader 
Films is being peddled by Agents 
Television Corp. at $7,500 per film. 

. Ted Robinson inked Dr. Na- 
poleon Hill, author of “Think and 
Grow Rich,” for a telefilm series 
around the book to be made under 
New World Productions banner... 
KECA-TV upped its schedule to 
81 hours weekly by opening up at 
9 a.m. Sunday with a three-hour 
wax whirl handled by Steve Shoe- 
maker . .. Stanley Farrar inked 
for one of the supporting roles in 
“The Ruggles” which beams 
Thursdays on KECA-TV .. . Bob 
Wilson moved from KWKW, an 
AM outlet, into the chief an- 
nouncer spot at KTTYV, starting his 
chores with “Instruction for Sur- 
vival” ... Connie Haines inked to 
make five Snader Telescriptions. 

. Robert Clarke’s “Wedding 
Time” script purchased by the 
First Presbyterian Church for its 
KTTV program... Alfred Hansen 
named director of tele commercials 
for Edwin-Wasey . . . Hal Roach, 
Jr. signed Bill Bendix for a series 
of 13 telepix based on the “Mec- 
Guerin’s From Brooklyn” character 
portrayed by Bendix in three 1941- 
42 Roach Films. Vidpix will cost 
around $10,000 per half-hour. 

Guild Wine will spend $4,000 
weekly into a new~ mystery 
program featuring Edmund Lowe 
which will go out over KTTV and 
be kinnied for regional telelensing 
Monroe Mendelsohn named 
sales service coordinator for 
Snader Telescriptions with E. 
Johnny Graff as sales manager 
and Lou Winston as production co- 
ordinator. 








as 


tv buyers—did you know? 





. 


~ 


1. That WOR-tv, channel 9, is tops in local sports,* Tues. thru Sat.? 


2. That WOR-tv — the newest tv station in New York — is 4th in national spot 
business? That WOR-tv clocks more spot business than the two leading 
independent tv stations and one leading network outlet? 


» That 10 WOR-tv shows attract audiences of more than %4-million 


viewers per broadcast? 


that’s why you are losing 
tv money if you're not using 


* *January 1951 Pulse 


... that’s selling! that’s getting tv audience! 





4. That WOR-tv’s wrestling matches are the top-rated for real 
sock-seeking in New York?* 


5. That one WOR-tv program, “The Merry Mailman”, has averaged at least 
2,000 pieces of mail per week during the past two months? 


OR-ty 





channel 
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CRESS COURTNEY, 
Assistant to President 
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Claude Dauphin 
Alfred Drake 
Rolf Gerard (Designer) 
Murray Hamilton 
Nat Hartshorne 
Ink Spots 

Basil Langton 
Lee Lindsey 
Robert Merrill 
Don Murray 
Hugh Reilly 
Robert Siodmak 


(Producer-Director ) 
Warren Stevens 
Joseph Sullivan 
Robert Webber 


Adrianne Allen 
Barbara Ashley 
Jennifer Bunker 
Madeleine Carroll 
Pat Englund 

Eila Fitzgerald 
Louisa Horton 
Hedy Lamarr 
Dorothy McGovern 
Jane Pickens 

Ella Raines 
Shirley Standlee 
Jeri Sullivan 
Sarah Vaughan 


























Gene Ammons 

Frank "Floor Show™ Culley 
Duke Ellington 

Erroll Garner Trio 

Stan Getz 

"Big John" Greer 

Erskine Hawkins 





Hlinois Jacquet 
Buddy Johnson 
Lucky Millinder 
Charlie Singleton 
Eddie Wilcox 
Paul Williams 
Lester Young 
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ROBERT LANTZ, 


Motion Picture and Stage 


























Larry Darnell 
Claude Dauphin 
Alfred Drake 

Dusty Fletcher 

Four Buddies 

Rolf Gerard (Designe 
Erroll Garner 
Murray Hamilton 
Nat Hartshorne 


Alan Hirschfeld (Wii 
Ink Spots 


Charles Kebbe 
(Producer-Director) | 


Basil Langton 
(Actor-Director) 


Lee Lindsey 

Robert Merrill 

Don Murray 
Patterson & Jackson 
Peg Leg Bates 
Hugh Reilly 

Lee Richardson 
Timmie Rogers 


Sarett and Herbert Riey 
(Writer) 


Henry L. Scott 
Robert Siodmak 


( Producer-Director) 












































ROBERT K. ADAMS, 


Radio and Television 
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Warren Stevens 
Joseph Sullivan 
Robert Webber 


Adrianne Allen 
Barbara Ashley 
Jennifer Bunker 
Madeleine Carroll 


Marion Carter 


Savanah Churchill 
and the Striders 


Pat Englund 

Ella Fitzgerald 
Martha Lou Harp 
Toni Harper 
Louisa Horton 
Hedy Lamarr 
Dorothy McGovern 
Jane Pickens 

Ella Raines 

Mabel Scott 
Shirley Standlee 
Jeri Sullivan 

Sister Rosetta Tharpe 
Sarah Vaughan 
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Larry Darnell 
Dusty Fletcher 
Four Buddies 


Erroll Garner 

Ink Spots 

Robert Merrill 
Patterson & Jackson 
Peg Leg Bates 
Timmie Rogers 
Henry L. Scott 


Barbara Ashley 


Savanah Churchill 
and the Striders 


Ella Fitzgerald 
Martha Lou Harp 
Toni Harper 

Chubby Newsome 
Jane Pickens 

Mabel Scott 

Jeri Sullivan 

Sister Rosetta Tharpe 
Sarah Vaughan 























American Beauties 


The Best Plays with John Chapman 
Chamber Music Society of Lower Basin Street 


Duke Ellington Show 
Meet My Husband 
Lilli Palmer TV Show 
Helen Parkhurst 


MURRAY NADELL, Cafes 


eS SSS 


Sf tqperlles 


The Jane Pickens Party 
Report from the Future 





FRANK SANDS, Tours 


BIRNEY GOLDEN, Assistant 
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The Jimmy Savo Show 
Luigi Pirandello Estate 
Damon Runyon Estate 
Stefan Zweig Estate 


\\ 


J 


AL WILDE, Publicity } 
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AM’s First Earning-Sharing Plan, 


Granted by WJW, Ends AFRA Strike 


Cleveland, Feb. 6. 
With dramatic suddenness the 
20th-day-old AFRA-WJW strike 


ended Sunday (4! with the station 
granting salary boosts and what is 
believed to be the first “earning- 
sharing plan” in broadcasting his- 


tor’ 

Break 1 the strike came Thurs- 
a ifternoon after a morning ses- 
sion ended abruptly ove! the issue 
of reinstatement of all announcers 
and ! ins and discharge of 
all strike breakers. There was no 
fu the eeting S¢ eduled at the 
time of the breakup. Subsequent 
phone calls brought the two sides 
tovether and agreement terms were 


reached pending approval of the 
WJW striking unit. 

In spelling out the terms of the 
new three-year cortract In a nine- 
hour session that ended about mid- 


night Saturday, the company 
agreed to a 10 base pay raise; 
an “earning-sharing plan . pro- 
viding tor additional compensation 
in staff pay by which announcers 
may increase their earnings by 
shering in increased sales of radio 
time by the station.” This latter 
point, which operates on a per- 
centage scale, is subject to ap- 
p-oval by the Wage Stabilization 
Bo rd 

The company agreed to reinstate 
all 10 striking announcers and tal- | 


enters, along with 10 technician- 
members of NABET who refused | 
to cross picket lines when the 
Sivike began Jan. 15. In return, 


AFRA agreed to drop its unfair la- 
bor charges which it filed against 
WJW when negotiations collapsed. 
The recognition of NABET is ex- 
pected to be followed with WJW 
opening contract talks with the 
technicians’ union. AFRA, in its 
agreement. obtained the right to 
recognize NABET picket lines. 


charges. Roger Albright, sales pro- 
motion, and flackster, is banned 
from all air activity for a year. 

The new contract also provides 
for talent fees. 

The incident marked both the 
first extended strike of a network 
affiliate (ABC) and the first major 
strike in Cleveland’s broadcasting 
history. In the course of the strike 
virtually all local sponsors suspend- 
ed their accounts WJW and 
national spots were, according to 
the union, beginning to drop off. 


over 


Also, AFRA New York was, at 
the time of the strike’s impasse, 
pressing ABC network sponsors 


using the 
in the net- 


with the possibility of 
“unfair stations clause 


work AFRA contract to prevent 
network shows from reaching 
WJwW. 


Participating in the final nego- 
tiations that brought on the con- 
tract settlement were Ed Schlesing- 
er, AFRA field representative; Ted 


Smoot. executive secretary, AFRA, 
local, and Walt Davis, strike chair- 
man: while: for the company 
those negotiating included William 
O'Neil, WJW_ president; George 
Lacey, attorney; Bill Lemon and 


Lawrence Webb, station represent- 
atives. 





b] 
Cleve. Symph’s Spread 
Cleveland, Feb. 6. 
Fifteen stations have been sign- 
ed in the Standard Oil Co.’s hour- 
long 4:30 p.m. Sunday sponsorship 


of the Cleveland Orchestra. 

The broadcasts are being han- 
dled through WTAM, and include 
WHBC, WSAI, WCOL, WING, 
WIMA, WMAN, WMRN, WPAY, 
WIZE. WSTV, WSPD, WRFD, 


WFMJ and WHIZ. 
son is the agency. 


McCann-Erick- 
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a nti a : returned Mon- 
‘ction was also spelled out in day (5) to 24-hour operation. The 
connection with two members of 50.000-watter, owned by the Schine 
the WJW staff who went through interests, is the only station be- 
picket lines and broadcast. Assist-|tween New York and Buffalo to 
ant Program Director Bruce Mac-| broadcast ’round the clock. Other 
Donald is to be restricted in his outlets in this area sign off at 
air work and he _ faces AFRA! midnight or at 1 a.m. 
The Loveliest Sight in Musi 
| 7 
| 
| 
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KEN MURRAY T.V. SHOW 
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Show Boat 


Detroit, Feb. 6. 

Detroit’s sub-zero tempera- 
tures created unusual prob- 
lems during the “Pat ’n John- 
ny” show on WXYZ-TV last 
week. The water pipe in the 
air-conditioning system froze, 
flooding the studio with two 
inches of water. 

In the best the show-must- 
go-on-tradition, Pat Tobin and 
Johnny Slagle carried on along 
with their guest-pianist, Bobby 
Stevenson, who went wading 
while playing. 





~ Candy-Coated TV | 
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_ 
indicated. NBC, for example, plans 
to launch its “Operation Frontal 
Lobe” by next fall, under which 
each sponsor on the network will 
be asked to take a 40th week after 
each 39-week cycle to bankroll a 
“broad educational program.” 
Program execs. pointed out, 
furthermore, that those programs 
which have attempted to concen- 
trate on education or culture ex- 
clusively until now have not been 
able to dent their entertainment 
competition. This indicates, the 
webs say, that when viewers have 
a choice, they will almost all turn 
to entertainment. DuMont’s “Court 


of Current Issues,” for example, 
has a .l rating, while the same 


| web’s “Johns Hopkins Science Re- 


view,” which has been described 
as the only actual educational show 


|now on TV, has a rating of .07. 


| light the film 


| story 








| CBS Lines Up 
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Ds Geneiaeneieatell 
and the best comedy programs on 
Sundays. 

Miss Colbert's show is 
“Vanity and Mrs. Fair.’ Described 
as a “human comedy,” it will spot- 
actress as the pro- 


prietress of a beauty parlor, with 
Frank Galen scripting, and will 
probably go Sunday or Monday 
nights. Other film celebs tentative- 
ly set for the new shows are Pat 


O’Brien, who may do the lead role 
in “Things You Hear at Mike's,” 
abcut the characters in a 


| Third avenue, N. Y., saloon, which 


is to be written and directed by 
Artie Stander for a possible Mon- 
day night slotting; and David Ni- 
ven, with whom CBS is dickering 
for the title role in “Mr. Aladdin,” 
an adventure series to be scripted 


, by John and Gwenn Bagin. “Alad- 


din” is tentatively set for Friday 
nights. 

On the summer agenda also is a 
situation comedy based on “De- 
cember Bride.” novel about “a 


man who likes his mother-in-law,” | 


Which was written by Parke Levy, 


head writer on CBS’ “My Friend | 


” 


Irma.” Slated for Thursday night 
airing is “Operation Danger,” a 
mystery series, while “Gun 
Smoke.” half-hour western dra- 
mas, will probably go in on Satur- 
days. In addition to these, CBS 
is lining up a series of programs 
which will originate from Army 
camps around the country and will 
spotlight various vaude acts. 








| Comic Migration 
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—————— 
listings, will probably originate 
some shows from the Coast to take 
advantage of the new (to TV) talent 
available there. 

As for NBC, that web looks for- 
ward to a mass exodus of its Wed- 
nesday and Sunday night roster of 
rotating comics. 


Bob Hope, Jack Carson, Danny 
Thomas and Ed Wynn have been 
doing their shows from N. Y. only 


by necessity, and are expected to | 


welcome the chance to get back to 
Hollywood. That NBC has a par- 
ticular stake in the coast-to-coast 
relay was pointed up when Dean 
Martin and Jerry Lewis, regulars 
on the Sunday night “Comedy 
Hour.” were forced to bypass two 
of their monthly appearances be- 


‘cause they were tied up with pic- 


-already let it be known that 


ture work in Hollywood. 

As for the dramatic programs, 
producer Robert Montgomery has 
he’s 
contemplating a switch to the 
Coast for his NBC show as soon as 
possible. Availability of both the 
top film actors and film proprietors, 
which have been denied to video 
until now because of the kinescope 
problem, is expected to spur pro- 
ducers of other dramatic shows to 
head west. 


titled 


| ploying about 


Personalities such , 
as Eddie Cantor, Jimmy Durante, ' 


ferent DX bands. They start at 
and continue for a little over fou 





Inside Stuff—Radio 


While Voice of America radio programs must compete against the 
world’s most formidable battery of jammers in order to get through to 
the Russian people, the Soviet Union has no similar difficulty in putting 
English language shortwave programs to the U. S. 

Not only do these programs come through daily without any jam- 
ming competition, but the Russian Embassy is permitted to issue reg. 
ular weekly schedules of the Commie broadcasts aimed at this country, 

The regular, daily broadcasts come through to the U.'S. on six dif- 


6:20 p.m., Eastern Standard Time, 
r and a half hours. Radio Moscow 


aims special programs to this country designed to win supporters for 


|Communism and Russia. 
are broadcast each Monday night, 
ican Slavs on Thursday night. 

The programs, even those descri 
propaganda. A good deal of the 


For instance, special features for farmers 


and programs in Russian for Amer- 


bed as news, are virtually all Soviet 
material attacks life in the United 


States and seeks to convince American workers and farmers that they 
are mere tools of Wall Street and that the good life is enjoyed only in 


Russia. 


Washington’s co-op FM station, 


WCFM, which has already started 


some innovations, is planning a new venture in listener-sponsored pro- 
grams in order to put on the air the best of the British Broadcasting 


Corp. music and drama series. 
tation rights in the area for a num 
be commercially sponsored. 


WCFM has obtained exclusive presen- 


ber of the BBC shows. which cannot 


To finance the programs, which will occupy five hours each Sunday, 


a local “Listener Committee for 
obtain subscriptions of $10 to $100 


Better Radio” has been formed to 
from “‘listening sponsors.” 


WCFM recently started production of 33 LP records of never-before- 


recorded musical works. 
tail channels. 


The records are sold through established re- 


— 


Fact that one-time purchases of sustaining shows can pay off for in-and- 
out bankrollers is pointed up in the Trendex ratings for Jan. 17, when 
Buick picked up ‘‘Fat Man” on ABC as part of a week-long saturation 


plan. Mysterioso garnered a 9.7 


rating, coming in ahead of “Great 


Gildersleeve” (NBC) with an 8.3 and “Dr. Christian” (CBS) with a 6.5, 


Based on the success of its Weste 


has tied up with six publishers 
through Feb. 28. 
Lippincott, Doubleday and Farrar, 


Bantam Books, 


rn Week promotion last fall, Mutual 
for a Mystery Month, which runs 
Dell, American Lending Library, 
Strauss are promoting the web's 14 


mysteriosos and in return the network is gaving cuffo plugs to the who- 


dunit publishers. 








Coast’s Celluloid Kick 
Keeping Thesps From 
Steady TV Employment 


Hollywood, Feb. 6. 

Local telestations’ overwhelming 
use of feature and video film is 
making it tough for television ac- 
tors to scrape along from week to 
week. Of the 501 hours being 
beamed here weekly, less than 4°% 
is available to freelance talent. 

Currently, only three dramatic 
programs emanate from the Coast, 


“The Ruggles,” “Hollywood The- 
atre Time” and ‘Hollywood Ca- 
reer.” Only “Theatre Time” offers 


any opportunities to freelance ac- 
tors on a regular basis, show em- 
five thesps weekly. 


Others use freelance actors only 
occasionally. 

Of the remaining 86 thespian 
stints now available here, 36 are 
strictly western and many are 
available only to AFM card-hold- 
ers. 


There’s little optimism about in- 
creased “‘live’’ employment despite 
talk of better days ahead for local 
television. Films now occupy about 
30°o of local airtime—an increase 
of about 11°7 in three months— 
and there's every indication the 
use of celluloid will grow. 





Coast TA Bargaining 
Split in 3 Sections 


Hollywood, Feb. 6. 

Main negotiations between Tele- 
vision Authority and the local tele- 
vision stations resume today 
(‘Tues.), but the talks actually have 
been split into three sections. Only 
KNBH, KECA-TV, KLAC-TV and 
KTSL are concerned with the de- 
liberations which resume today. 
KTTV and KFI-TV are sitting on 
the sidelines watching and waiting. 
KTLA is bargaining on its own. 

Newest proposal by the four sta- 
tions breaks the wage scale down 
into six program segments with 
suggested pay ranging from $15.75 
for 10 minutes to $45 for an hour. 
Seale includes two hours of re- 
hearsal time. instead of one as 
originally suggested, with extra 
time pegged at $3 per hour. 





Kansas 
worth, 


City — KCLO. 
Kans., can 
stronger bid for listeners the 
Kansas City metropolitan area 
since the FCC tentatively author- 
ized a boost in power from 500 
watts to one kilowatt. Authoriza- 
tion carries a provision that adjust- 
ments will be made to correct any 
resulting interference elsewhere. 
Leavenworth is located 40 miles 
northwest of Kansas City, with 
'\KCLO as its only radio station. 


Leaven- 
make a 
in 


now 







Film TV Ratings 
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44.8 share of 


and 
“Truth or Consequences” has a 12.7 
Hooper, with a 25.6 share. 


audience, 


Ralph Edwards, “TOC” emcee, 
is entering tele film production in 
a big way, anticipating orders from 
other Coast producers. Edgar Ber- 
gen, who has done his shows for 
Coca-Cola on film, reports that 
after his first stint last Thanks- 
giving, D’Arcy agency got several 
calls from other agencies and cli- 
ents interested in how the vidpie 
was lensed. As a result, Jerry 
Fairbanks studio, at which the pro- 
gram was shot, got several new 
orders that have since kept it busy. 

March of Time is also taking 
to the film route for its projected 
series being peddled to banks by 
Pedlar & Ryan. “Crusade in Eu- 
rope” pix are currently in their 
third cycle. 





Detroit — Ross R. Callaway has 
been named account executive in 
the WJR sales service department. 
Callaway has been active in pub- 
lic relations and sales promotion 
work in Detroit for years. 











If you live by your voice— 
KEEP IT CLEAR! 


When you're in the spotlight and must 
go on—stop that tickling, racking 
cough or buskiness with Liqwid Cen- 
ters. Just try this handy type treat- 
ment—the one and only medicated 
candy shell filled with real liquid cough 
medicine that bathes and soothes your 
throat. You'll be delighted! Ask your 
retailer, today. Made by The lodent Co 


Don't be a Cougher—use 


LIQWID CEN 
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Hooper surveys the 17th State” 


And Hooper discovers that: 


WGY delivers a regular listening audience in 
all 22 cities of the 17th State. 


WGY’s averagé evening audience is larger than 
the audiences of the next two stations combined. 


WGY’s average daytime audience is 44% larger 
than the next best station’s daytime audience. 


WGY’s evening share-of-audience is above 20% 
in 15 of the 22 cities (Station B’s share-of- 
udience is 20% or over in only 4 cities). 


Hooper’s new 22-market survey of Eastern New York 
and Western New Engiand has just been released. It 
becomes an essential tool in buying radio time in this 
vast marketing area. If you have not received a copy, 
call your NBC Spot Salesman or write: NBC Spot Sales, 
30 Rockefeller Plaza, New York 20. 

a compact market composed of a homogeneous group of 54 coun- 


ties in Eastern New York and Western New England. .. so called 
because its population exceeds that of 32 states in the U. Ss. ° 


50,000 watts 310 kc. 


The only station covering all 22 Markets of the 17th State : 
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against a chance to latch onto some 
big money for a splurge at the 
horses. cards and foulette wheels. 
Woody Parker, Leonard Sherer, 
Kchast Sayers and Millicent 
Brewer comprised the acceptable 
but uninspired cast. Harvey Mar- 
lowe produced and directed. 


NBC’s “Philco TV Playhouse” 
teamed a weak script with some 
weak thesping among the support- 
ing Sunday night (4) for a 
generally weak whodunit Story 
was “A Matter of Life and Death,’ 
adapted by Abram S. Ginnes trom 
a book by John and Ward Hawkins 
Despite ‘the usual smooth Philco 
production and direction, the play 
failed to build much reaction ol 
“anv kind among viewers. As a re- 
sult. when it came time for the un- 
raveling of the yarn, the audience 
wasn’t too much interested either 
in who was the murderer or 
motives for his crime. 

Three leads turned in good jobs 


cast 


and helped sustain the show for 
the first two acts. Cloris Leachman 
was fine as the girl trying to clear 
her fiance of the murder rap and 


Pat O'Malley registered with a neat 











Chico Marx 
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since then, with the thespers de- 
veloping their individual person- 
alities, have strengthened the 
stanza, Marx said, and its Nielsen 
raiing has climbed to a 17.4 

Once a.show has found its style, 
ironed out the kinks and built cast 
and crew into a smoothly working 
unit, Marx feels, it represents an 
investment of considerable coin. 
For that reason he expects “Col- 
lege Bowl” to pick up another 
bankroller after it ends its cycle 
for Pharma-Craft and American 
Safety Razor, March 26. 

“I guess the show is pretty good 
now.” he said, “because sometimes 
“-nembers of the Friars watch me 
now instead of wrestling. Groucho, 
Harpo, Gummo and Zeppo like it, 


too I know, because I call them 
everv week.” 

“Groucho,” he confided, “gave 
me some advice before I started. 


You got to get a good writer, he 
told me. You can’t miss if you got 
a good writer. 

Comparing TV with his previous 
work, Chico recalled, “I used to 
think L worked hard in Broadway 


shows and in Hollywood. This 
wasn’t true. It was duck soup. 
“The toughest part of TV is 


learning scripts. I have to memo- 
rize 30 pages a week. I think even 
Sid Caesar must be finding it hard 
because he's doing those satires of 
silent films in pantomime. Maybe 
it saves material. Anyway, one 
nice thing about video is that you 
have your nights off—except that 
I have to spend my nights at home 
studying lines. So I 
home after 3 a.m.” 


= 


the | 


characterization of her father, a 
retired police detective. John Eric- 
son was also good as the supposed 
murderer, But the play fell apart 
in the final act when the others in 
the cast, including Tom Reynolds, 
Herbert Nelson, Kathleen Comegys 


and Marian Winters, either over- 
emoted or forgot their lines. 
NBC-TV’s “Kraft Theatre,” con- 


sistently one of the better dramatic 
shows on video, staged a fine adap- 
tation Wednesday night (31) of 
Harry Brown’s “Sound of Hunting.’ 
»lav about a small squad of Gls on 
the front line in Italy during World 
War II was presented on Broadway 
in 1945. TV version, despite its 
being played against a single set- 
ting with all the action taking 
place off-camera, gave the illusion 
of scope and reality ‘and, at the 
same time, permitted each member 
of the cast to establish his char- 
acterization thoroughly with view- 
ers. Credit for the standout show 
is due all hands, including adapter 
R. Howard Lindsay (no relation 
to the playwright), producer-direc- 
tor Stan Quinn and the cast. 

Program's one drawback was the 
overdone characterization of the 
war correspondent. It seemed 
doubtful that a newspaperman, no 
matter how sneaky, would squeal 
to a commanding officer during 
the war. In addition, his uniform 
was a shade too bright and spot- 
less for anyone even “visiting” the 
Cassino fighting. Joe Di Reda 
topped the cast with a sock por- 
trayal of the apparently lazy Gl 
who came through when the chips 
were down. (Sam Levene originat- 
ed the role on Broadway). Biff 
Elliott was good as the nervous 
soldier and Ralph Meeker scored 
as the tough sergeant. Linwoed 
McCarthy, as another sergeant, and 
Stewart Bradley, as the captain 
with whom he’d gone, to college, 
were standout, particularly. in the 
scene where they defined the play's 
basic theme. Robert McQuade 
turned in a neat job as another GI 
and Philip Carlyle managed to 
make a villain of the correspond- 
ent. 











| Ken Murray 
Continued from page 27 jae 


able to TV. Moreover, he said, 
these film performers, if they do a 
single show in N. Y., ean write off 
the entire cost of their trips to the 
east as necessary expenses on their 
, income tax returns. 


| As far as the “wealth of talent” 
that otherwise is usually attributed 
| te Hollywood, Murray averred that 
“Ted Mack has as much good talent 
on his ‘Amateur Hour’ show in a 
month as I’ve ever seen in Holly- 
, wood in a year.” Comic pointed 
out that the opportunity to get a 
'job in films lures to the Coast 
mostly pretty girls and tyro dra- 
|matie thesps, But, he pointed out, 














never get this is not the type of talent that) 


‘is needed for‘a TV variety show 





seememnenintelt 





Your Top TV 
Sales opportunity 








Q 








Channel 7 
Wilmington, Del. 


In the Market which has highest 
income per family in the country. 
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nor the type out of which new 
stars can be built for video. While | 
he emphasized that he could speak | 
only for his own program, Murray 
predicted also that any video show 
requiring spontaneity will remain 
in N. Y. Filming a show, which 
can be done on the Coast, is not 
the answer, he declared, because 
that spontaneity is necessarily lost 
in the filming process. 

Murray recalled that it was the 
opportunity for top radio talent to 
appear in films that’ first created 
the exodus of AM stars from N. Y. 
to L. A. “In the old radio days,” 
he said, “it meant a lot to a spon- 
sor to have his stars seen in pic- 
tures, but with television, that no 
longer holds true. If a TV ‘star 
now went up to his sponsor and 
said he ‘wanted to go to the Coast 
because it would mean he'd be 
seen, as well as heard, by millions 
of people, the sponsor would laugh 
at him.” 

CBS comic also noted that the 
emigration of many top TV pro- 
grams and stars from N. Y. to Hol- 
lywood would force the agencies to 


expand their offices on the Coast, 


‘ 


‘since the sponsors always have 
wanted to keep their stars close to 
home.” As a result, Murray Said, 
it’s doubtful that the agencies 
would be willing to spend the hun- 
dreds of thousands of dollars for 
that expansion, when they could 
program: just as good shows from 
Po 


CBS Summer Shows 
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other commitments of the talent in- 
volved, though, may dictate a 
change in that plan. Current spon- 


{sors of the radio shows are to have 


first refusal rights at bankrolling 
them on video and, as far as pos- 
sible, the same talent and writers 
will be used. It will be necessary, 
however, to_recast “Husband” be- 
cause Miss Ball, starring in the 
radio version, is to be teamed with 
Arnaz for TV. 

Latter program is being set up as 
a situation comedy with music, in 
which Arnaz will play an orch lead- 
er and Miss Ball his wife who is a 
frustrated singer. Preview of the 
series starring Miss Davis was com- 
pleted several weeks. ago on the 
Coast. Web had planned to follow 
that up with a more’ formalized 


,kinestope audition but, according 


to Ackerman, the preview looked 
'so. good that he brought it with 
him to N. Y. and it will be used to 
;pitch to agencies and potential 
'sponsors. Peary’s kinescope atidi- 
|tion is te be cut some time. next 
month’ in Hollywood and will be 
forwarded to N. Y¥. for peddling 


purposes. 


WBKB ‘Package’ 


Continued from page 27 
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problem on “open days” for a sta- 
'tion carrying baseball. 
| WBKB. expects no resistance to 
the tie-in deal from_clients anxious 
to grab onto’ the Cubs’ games, 
which for the past four years 
they’ve been televised have proved 
ia potent audience grabber. It’s 
claimed nine bankrollers are jock- 
eying for the two-ply package. 
Indie, which is constantly seek- 
ing new devices to ring the cash 
|register, has also invaded the 
| “Help Wanted” field heretofore 
' considered the sole province of the 
| newspaper classified sections. Next 
| Sunday (11) WBKB is launching a 
“Help Wanted” quarter-hour show | 
designed for the 
plants and factories in the Chi area. 
Such companies as U. S. Steel, 
Armours and Swift have already 


tise their skilled manpower needs. 


Chi Rate Hikes 


Continued from page 26 

















_ their heavier log of web shows are 
; making much of the point that the 
_rate boosts are only logical reflec- 
‘tions of the steady upbeat in the 
| size of the video audience as indi- 
| cated in set circulation figures. 
The brace of indie plants, how- 
ever, Which are more Ilreavily de- 
pendent upon local advertisers are 
| giving some thought to the possi 
| bility of the medium getting too ex- 
pensive for the little guy. With the 
current local negotiations with 
| Television Authority certain to re- 
‘sult in increased talent costs, 
| there’s some speculation going on 
as to just what point in the tele 
jrate escalator will the law of di- 
minishing returns take effect. 


, have to face RTDG opposition. 


man-hungry | 


_has joined the announeing staff of. 
| WOAI and WOAI-TY. i 
bought spots on the show to adver- | 


' 


Inside Stuff—Television 


Still trying to solve the problem of what to do with its “Fight 
Followup” series, which is lined up and. ready to roll each Wednesday 
night following the Pabst-sponsored boxing matches, CBS-TV this week 
obtained the consent of. Warwick & Legler, Pabst .agency, to air only 
a four-round emergency bout in case of an early-round knockout in 
the main event. Web hopes that procedure will give the “Followup” 
show a better chance to take the air each wéek. 

“Followup” is designed to fill the time between the end of the Pabst 
fights, which start at 10 p.m., and the 11 p.m. takeover of the time by 
local stations. Because it’s impossible to determine in advance how 
long the boxing will last, however, “Followup” has often been confined 
to 10 minutes or less and on five nights has not taken the air at all. 
By restricting the emergency fights to four-rounders, CBS hopes to 
open up more time for “Followup” and thus have a better chance of 
snaring a sponsor for the series. 


Television viewers in the metropolitan N. Y. area will see an actua! 
blood donation being performed Feb. 26, as part of the Red Cross’ 
current campaign to line up donors to provide plasma for the fighting 
forces in Korea. Singer Jack Berch, who has his own show on the 
NBC radio web weekday mornings, has volunteered to be the donor, 
with the donation to take place on the “Date in Manhattan” show, 
aired from 11 a.m. to noon cross-the-board on WNBT, key NBC outlet 
im i. 2: 

On-the-air donation was the idea of indie publicist Jane Kalmus, who 
obtained the cooperation of WNBT station manager Ted Cott. Show 
will have a doctor and two nurses in attendance on Berch to demon- 
strate visually to viewers that the process is virtually painless. There's 
a possibility that N. Y. Mayor Vincent Impellitteri may appear on the 
show to make a pitch for the extreme necessity of more plasma for 
American GIs, 





Comprehensive survey of the employment situation in video is con- 
tained in a new book, “Opportunities in Television,” published by 
Vocational Guidance Manuals. Tome is by Jo Ranson, publicity director 
of WMGM, N. Y., and Dick Pack, program director of WNEW, N. Y., 
who also collabed en “Opportunities in Radio” for the guidance series. 
Volume is in two editions, paper-bound for students and cloth for 
distribution in bookstores by Grosset & Dunlap. 

Useful volume quotes extensively and frankly from authorities in 
the field and covers the gamut of jobs, including acting, writing, di- 
recting, engineering, production facilities, sales, promotion, research, 
agencies, programming and servicing. It includes a full bibliography, 
list of tele stations, NBC’s complete job inventory, glossary and an 
outline of operations at typical small outlets 





Marked improvement in the quality of CBS kinescope shows from 
the Coast, which has been noted by many viewers, is attributed by the 
web to several factors, chief of which is a change in set design and 
lighting recently instituted after a special study of the problem. In 
addition, CBS is utilizing a special type of material for its settings, 
which gives a three-dimensional effect to the sets when transcribed on 
film. 

CBS execs also pointed out that they are employing new 35m re- 
cording equipment and that they project the negative directly into the 
cameras, instead of first making up positive prints for transmission. 
Currently, the Burns & Allen and Alan Young shows are fed to the east 
via kine, but the web has a number of others in preparation for next 
summer and fall. 

Jerry Fairbanks’ New York studio on Tuesday (13) starts lensing 
part of a TV film commercial for Pepsi-Cola, via Biow agency, with 
the remainder of the footage to be shot in Fairbanks’ Hollywood studio. 
Shooting is being split between the coasts to meet the client’s casting 
requirements, as some of the talént wanted is in the east. Integration 
of the footage and processing will be handled on the Coast. 

Fairbanks’ Gotham branch, which this week enters its fourth year, 
has enabled the pic producer to meet a variety of problems. “Bigelow 
Theatre,” which is filmed on the Coast (minus commercials) with the 
multicam system, is spliced with Bigelow commercials, which are 
lensed in N. Y. because of proximity to execs of the sponsor and 
Young & Rubicam agency. 


Reba Tassell, young actress who was screen-tested by both 20th-Fox 
and Samuel Goldwyn on the basis of a single appearance in a CBS-TV 
“Studio One” program, has three more CBS video shows coming up. 
One of these is on “Big Town” March 2, in which her life will be drama- 
tized and in which she may play herself. Actress has also been set for 
the only femme role in an adaptation on “Studio One” Feb. 26 of 
“Strange Land,” story of World War II penned by CBS newscaster 
Ned Calmer. She has also pacted for a role on “Big Town” tomorrow 
night (Thurs.). 


. 


Loyalty Quiz | 
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To eeemnanenll 

also hiring an attorney, one of 
whos@ chief functions will be 
working in this sphere.  Signifi- 


cance of the move is that if CBS 
fires a director for failure to sign , 
the quiz, as it did two weeks ago | 
with an office worker who was not 
a member of any union, it will 


RTY" “ARTIE™ 


"M 
. 





Currently 
| BAYSHORE ROYAL HOTEL 


San Antenio—Ernie Hall, former | TAMPA, FLORIDA 
announcer and director for KEYL, 











Direction: MUSIC CORP. OF AMERICA 
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| WILL GIVE 


$5,000 for One Year 


to an 


Advertising Agency in Radio and TV 


My present gross income as a free lance writer in this field averaged $17,500 
@ year over a period of five years. It’s still averaging that, but frankly, I'm 
tired of free iancing. t’m tired of being called to the phone on Mondays and 
asked for a script thet doesn’t have to be good, but has to be Tuesday. For 
a change | want to do the éalling or eliminate the necessity for it. 


That's why I’m offering my services as 
and Editor for a period of one year 
thousand dollars in prove 
year, it costs. 





@ combination Production Supervisor 
for $12,500. You get the extra five 
n talent and ability for free. tf there’s a second 


A few more details. I’ve been in th i i 
tS. e@ business for fifteen years, minus four 
wes were spent in the Army. I've got several years to go before | hit 35, 
written everything from kid shows and whodunits, to .comedy and 


write ond ¢ niineé 7 vewt otter ak encluding cxecutive experience, _ivet 
154 West 46th St. New York + serewe me. Reply to Box V-9632, Variety 
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TVA Cost of Living Clause 
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ing expenses. Amateurs will not rate. Warmup performers will be 
be permitted to perform more! paid at half the applicable rate. 


than once a year, and on shows— elieer Ges 
where the winners are brought | Fach rehearsal day is. limited to 


hack they will be allowed’ their; Seven out of eight consecutive 
amateur standing only twice in a/ hours, except on one camera day 


year. 


able to set their own terms on 


programs where 75% of the talent | 


is under 16; TVA reserves the 
right to negotiate the whole matter 
it the kid programs become a prob- 
iem. 

If meal periods are missed, 
performers get $10. Time between 
end of lunch and start of dinner 
must not exceed six hours. Reading 
sessions are included as part of 
rehearsal time, but shall not nec- 
essarily be considered as a re- 
hearsal day. 

Cast Credit 

All thespers with more than 

five lines shall get cast credit, but 


not more than 12 credits need be | 


listed on any broadcast. For ex- 
tension of rehearsal beyond the 
time provided, if application is 
made before actors are hired, time- 


and-a-half will be paid. After 40 


hours of rehearsal, performers will 
get time-and-a-half. 


Audition shows which aren't 
broadeast will be paid for at half- 


FM in Trouble 























\——— Continued from page 25 Soa 


selling functional music use spot 
announcements, usually of a pub- 
lic service character, for the pri- 
mary purpose of drowning them 
out ‘by means of a_ supersonic 
signal at the transmitter) in order 
to attract subscribers. In one of 
its letters of inquiry, the Commis- 
sion cites the promotion literature 
of a station’s ‘“Musicast” service 
as Saying: 

“Why does the station bother 
with announcements or commer- 
cials at all? The main purpose is 
to keep out ‘free riders’ . . The 
whole scheme is based on the illu- 
sion that the customer is person- 
ally providing background enter- 
tainment rather than a radio sta- 
tion or wired music dispenser.” 

The Commission’s inquiry. was 
directed to WFMF in Chicago 
‘owned by Marshall Field); WLRD 
in Miami Beach; KDFC in Sausali- 
to, Calif.; and WACE-FM in 
Chicopee, Mass. These stations 
were selected because the agency 
had information on their services. 

KDFC has reported to the 
Commission that it’s only income is 
from rentals of special receivers 
for its music service, for which it 
receives $25 a month for a mini- 
mum of 12 hours a day. The 


other stations were requested to, 


break down their station revenues, 
from music services and time sales. 

The Commission said its inquiry 
is being made in connection with 
its “current review of the overall 
status and operation of FM broad- 
casting.” The question of Transit 
Radio, it said, is “anothes part of 
the general study.” 

It is expected that the question 
of the legality of Transit Radio, 
which is more concerned with con- 
stitutional issues, will be pursued 
later. The license of WWDC-FM, 
which provides TR service in 
Washington, D. C., was put on tem- 
porary status some time ago pend- 
ing a determination of the legality 
question. 

Meanwhile, the American Civil 
Liberties Union filed a brief with 
the U. S. Court of Appeals here in 
support of a local action to reverse 
a ruling of the U. S. District Court 
upholding the right of Capital 
Transit Co. to carry the broad- 
Casts in its busses and trolleys. 
ACLU contends that “forced. lis- 
lening” violates two amendments 
ot the Constitution. 

Arguments in the case are to be 
heard next week. 


No ‘Action’ on KNBH 


Hollywood, Feb. 6. 

After a year and a half of spora- 
dic sponsorship, “Lights, Camera, 
\ction” is being dropped by KNBH. 
Demands on station time by NBC 
kines and lack of client interest 
brought down the axe. 

Station paid $600 to the triple 
©\ nership for program showcasing 
New talent but set a price of nearly 
$2.000 tor overall cost for under- 
“riting. Walter Woolf King, one 


)} 





simmer duty on the cable last year. 


Children under 16 will be! 


the owners, emeeed. Show dia 


when it will be limited to nine out 
of 11 consecutive hours. Cuffo 


doubling is limited to two actors | 
on a half-hour show and three on | 
an hour program. Multiple doubles | 
are permitted on variety shows and | 
other formats with short episodes. | 
Group singers or dancers will get | 
an additional fee at half the ap- 
plicable rate for doubling as actors, | 
plus the extra rehearsal pay. 

Models required to do special | 
business will get the less-than-five- | 
lines rate. Previews before studio | 
, audiences prior to broadcast are | 
considered rehearsal time. A line | 
will consist of not more than 10} 
words. TVA will not strike as long | 
as the code is adhered to. Kine- | 
scope recordings may be used for | 
reference and private auditions. 
Kine excerpts of a minute or less 
may be used as trailers. 

Live repeat shows will be paid 
at half-scale if aired within 24 
hours, and full scale afterwards. 
Talent is to be paid by Thursday 
of the week after the week of the 
performance, and a TVA-web com-. 
mittee is to meet on speeding up 
payments to actors. 





How to - -- 


Hollywood, Feb. 6. 

_ “Lonely hearts” has treacled 
into radio to cheer up the un- 
dated lovelorn. Having done so 
well with “Lonesome Gal” to 
buoy the drooping spirits of 
the mere male, KHJ is go- 
ing to pour the syrup for gals 
in low dudgeon. Soother is 
Rerza Cesana, who will be 
billed as “The Continental” to 
brighten the dark corners with 
advice on love, life and ro- 
mance between revolutions of 
recordings befitting the mood 
of the moment. 

Onetime radio packager, Ce- 
sana took a trip abroad, looked 
up his old friend, Robert Ros- 
selini, and was given a part 
with Ingrid Bergman in 
“Stromboli.” Program airs at 
the lonely hour of 11, five 
nights a week. 








Blair-TV Expands 


Blair-TV, Inc., station represent- 
ative exclusively handling tele sta- 
tions, has opened its eighth region- 
al office, in Jacksonville. It is 
being managed by Harry E. Cum- 
mings. 

Rep has appointed Lindsey 
Spight, veepee of John Blair, its 
AM counterpart, to head its San 
Francisco operation. Blair-TV has 
separate offices and has been com- 
pletely severed frem the radio 
operation. 


Newspaper-Owned 


Hollywood, Feb. 6. 

New board of directors is ex- 
panding Consolidated Television 
| Productions into a $1,000,000 cor- 
| poration which will shortly embark 
‘on production of telefilms for the 
|newspaper-owned television  sta- 
[tions which have banded together 
| under the name of Publishers Tele- 
vision Syndicate, Firm originally 





was incorporated by Norman 
{Chandler and J. Bert Easley for 
| $25,000. 

Chandler has moved into the 


board chairman’s spot with W. B. 
Clum, formerly veepee and gen- 
{eral manager of the L. A. Shopping 
| News as president, Harrison Chand- 
ler veepee and Harrison Dunham 
'as secretary-treasurer. 

' Actual production will get un- 
der way with four series of films, 
including one group of six for the 
Protestant Film Commission. Other 
i series are a dramatic layout, a soap 
opera program and a_ juvenile 
show, “Cyclone Malone” seen on 
KNBH until recently. CTP will 
film it and sell it to NBC’s o&o 
vidstations with show going to 
Publishers Syndicate web in other 
markets. Pix being made for Prot- 


TV Syndicate. 


Sets $1,000,000 Vidpic Production 


estant Film Commission, budgeted 
at about $40,000 apiece, will be 
shared for video by PFC and Con- 
, SOlidated. 

Carl K. Hittleman has been 
named exec producer with Fill- 
more Phipps handling program de- 
velopment and supervising produc- 
tion. John R. Markey is taking 
over national sales syndication and 
| William Wooten has been appoint- 
ed director of commercial produc- 
tions. 


WMAL-TV Into New Center 


Washington, Feb. 6. 

| WMAL-TV, owned by the Wash- 
ingten Evening Star, moved to its 
new uptown Television Center last 
week at 4461 Connecticut avenue, 
which was formerly the Chevy 
Chase Ice Palace. Move gives 
| WMAL-TV the largest TV studios 
in the Capital. 

In its new Center the station will 


have three studios, one of which 
has facilities to seat a large audi- 
| ence. 

Star’s radio broadcasting studios 
in the Trans-lux building are not 
affected. 


—w 











ONE OF A SERIES FEATURING THE MEN WHO MAKE FREE & PETERS TELEVISION service 





“Candy 1s 
dandy,’ says— 











‘NEW YORK CHICAGO 


Yes, before joining F&P, Dick was 
darned near up to his esophagus in 
candy bars! He was with Mars, Inc. 
as a Field Sales Supervisor in charge 
of a promotional crew calling on whole- 
sale and retail candy outlets. This taste 
of promotional work settled it — Dick 
decided it was his dish for keeps. And 
once we'd met him, we immediately 
knew we wanted him to bring his dish 
to our “table of organization!” 


Actually Dick’s coming to F&P is 
typical of the way most of our well- 


FREE & P 

























RICHARD FL KIELING! 


(Another F& P TELEVISION Specialist) 


seasoned TV 


papers, radio 


team we thin 


interested in | 


Enthusiastic and ambitious, they came 
from. all sorts of businesses — news- 


cies, soap companies, insurance firms 
* 
and other sales organizations. 


versatile, well-informed and sincerely 


you've ever met. Or maybe more so! 


That’s how we operate, here in this 
pioneer group of radio and television 
station representatives, 


H TERS, INC. 


Four years, 
University 


Free 


Office) si 





Colonels got their start. 


stations, advertising agen- 


As a 
k youll find us about as 


veing helpful as any group 
























Three years, U. S. Navy 
One year, Mars, Incorporated | 
& Peters 


DAVENPORT 


FORT WORTH-DALLAS WBAP-TY* 
LOUISVILLE 
MIAMI 

MINNEAPOLIS-ST. PAUL WTCN-TV 
NEW YORK 
ST. LOUIS 


SAN FRANCISCO 








Northwestern 


(B.S.) 


(Chicago 


nce June, 1950 








EXCLUSIVE NATIONAL 
TELEVISION 
REPRESENTATIVES 
woc-TV* 


‘Central Broadcasting Co.— 
WHO-WOC) 


{STAR-TELEGRAM) 


WAVE-TV* 
(WAVE, Inc.) 


wrvd 


{Wometco Theatres) 


DISPATCH-PIONEER PRESS) 


WPIX 
(THE NEWS) 
KSO-TY* 
{POST-DISPATCH) 


KRON-TV* 
‘THE CHRONICLE) 


Pioneer Radio and Television Station Representatives Since 1932 


ATLANTA DETROIT 


FT. WORTH HOLLYW 
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Fight in Senate Expected Over 


Ratification 


Washington, Feb. 

President Truman submitted the 
new North American Regional 
Broadcasting Agreement 
(NARBA) to the Senate yesterday 


(5) and a fight over ratification 
was expected. The treat) adopted 
last November after arduous 
negotiations lasting over a year 
is being opposed by the Clear 
channel stations and major tarm 
orgal itions. Thev contend 
{ S oncessions limit the Ccov- 
erage of the 50 KW outlets, pa 
ticularly in the rural areas 
Leading the opposition is the 
Clear Channel Broadcasting Serv- 
ice which claims that concessions 
made to Cuba were at the expense 
of such stations as WNBC, New 
York: WBBM, Chicago; KFL, Los 
Angeles, and WJR, Detroit. The 
American Farm Bureau Federa- 


tion and the National Grange have 


protested to several Senators that 


the treaty would hurt service to 
farmers, supporting the CCBS 
claim that stronger signals are 
needed to reach the rural areas 

It is also expected that squawks 
will come form Puerto Rico, 
primarily because of a provision 
in the new NARBA which shifts 


the 620 ke frequency from WKAQ 
in San Juan to 810 ke and gives 
620 to the Dominican Republic in 
place of 1,040 ke which has been 
causing interference to WHO in 
Des Moines, the dominant station 
on the clear channel. 

WKAQ, owned by the newspaper 
El Mundo, claims that the re- 
quired to 810 would result 
in a serious loss of audience and 
that the cost of facilities on the 
higher channel to provide equal 
coverage with its present 5 kw 
power on 620 would be almost 
prohibitive. 

Signatories to the treaty, which 


shift 


s 


Ys for a five-vear period, are the 
U. S.. Canada, Cuba, the Domini- 
can Republic, the Bahamas and 


Jamaica. Mexico and Haiti did not 
participate. 

The Senate Foreign 
Committee will probably 
hearings on the agreement. 


Pelations 
hold 











Co-op Bonanza 


Continued from page 23 


by, “Stud’s Place,” “Life Begins 
at 80” ‘in markets not taken by 
Arnold Bread), “The Ruggles” and 
wrestling from Chicago. Third 
round of “Crusade in Europe” vid- 
pix is being screened on 18 sta- 
tions. Additionally, web has a deal 
in the works for syndication of a 
“March of Time” vidpic series, with 
local banks picking up the tab. 

Among the bigleague sponsors 
using TV co-ops are Fort Pitt 
Brewing, Blatz, Motorola, General 
Electric, Canada Dry’ and Ford 
Dealers. 
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of New NARBA Pact 


+ 


Parker’s Saginaw % 
Saginaw, .lich., Feb. 6. 


Milton L. Greenbaum, prexy of 
WSAM here and WLEW. Bad Axe, 
announced this week that Jack 


Parker has acquired a stock inter- 
in Saginaw Broadcasting Co. 
and will be veepee and general 


manager. 


+ 
esi 


Parker 


previously station opera- 
tions director for the firm, will also 
serve as manager of the Great 
Lakes Network. new Michigan re- 
sional web keyed out of WSAM- 
FM. 











‘Game of Day’ | 
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4 epee 
stations 50 miles or more from ma- 
ior league cities, which limits hook- 
part of 
south of the Mason-Dixon Line and 
west of St. Louis. 

MBS deal is with all eight clubs 
of the American League and with 
six of the National League teams. 
Web will air the games live on a 
Monday - through- Saturday sched- 
ule, starting April 16, and will also 
pick up some pre-season exhibition 
matches. Two or three crews will 
be on the road at all times, as 
stand-bys in case a skedded game is 
rained out 

Liberty, which last year aired 
half its games live and the rest 
on a re-created basis, this year will 
shift to an all-live basis. In addi- 
tion to feeding one game daily to 
its 256 affiliates, Liberty beams 
N. Y. Giants, St. Louis Browns and 
Cleveland Indians games to spe- 
cial smaller hookups. 

LBS this year has picked up biz 
in over 100 markets for Falstaff 
beer, via Dancer-Fitzgerald-Sample, 
which is also using some Mutual 
markets. Last year MBS got the 
entire account. 


3 NAB Boards 


ups to that the 


country 
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Falls, Tex.; Fred Nahas, KXYZ, 
Houston, 
District 15 
Glenn Shaw, KLX, Oakland, | 
Cal. 
Large Stations 
John H. DeWitt, Jr., WSM, 


Nashville; E. K: Hartenbower, 
KCMO, Kansas City. 
Medium Stations 


Rex Howell, KFXJ, Grand Junc- 
tion, Col.; Herbert R. Ohrt, KGLO, 
Mason City, Ia.; Walter E. Wag- 
staff, KIDO, Boise; Hugh B. Terry, 
KLZ. Denver; William E. Ware, 
KSTL, St. Louis; Richard O. Lewis, 
KTAR, Phoenix; John Esau, KTUL, 


Tulsa; J. Frank Jarman, WDNC, 
Durham, N. C.; Earl W. Winger, 











Kip 


We're proud of the successful 
we.keep on WJBK 


METRO GOLDWYN MAYER 


company 


DR. CALDWELL 
CARTER’S LIVER PILLS 
PALMOLIVE SOAP 
FEENAMINT 

HILL'S CASCARA QUININE 
KOLYNOS TOOTHPASTE 


OLSON RUG COMPANY 
PURITY’S TASTEE BREAD 
ROYAL DESSERTS 
STOKELY FOODS 
SWANSDOWN CAKE MIX 


Follow these leaders and boost your sales! 


WIJBK-TV, a CBS 
and Dumont affiliate 


WJBK-AM « TV-DETROIT 


NATIONAL SALES HEADQUARTERS: 488 MADISON AVENUE 


NEW YORK 22, 
Represented Nationally by 





ELDORADO 5-2455 


THE KATZ AGENCY, INC 


WDOD, Chattanocga; Gunnar O. 
Wiig, WHEC; Rochester, N. Y.; Roy 
Dabadie, WJBO, Baton Rouge.; 
Philip P. Allen, WLVA, Lynch- 
burg, Va.; J. W. Woodruff, WRBL, 
Columbus, Ga.; O. M. Schloss, 
WWSYW, Pittsburgh. 
Small Stations 

Frank C. McIntyre, KLIX, Twin 
Falls, Ida.; Al G Meyer, KMYR, 
Denver; Lee Bishop, KORE, Eu- 
gene, Ore.; Gene Trace, W.BBW, 
Youngstown, O.; F. E. Lackey, 
WHOP, Hopkinsville, Ky.; Harry 
McTigue, WINN, Louisville; A. E 
Spokes, WJOY, Vt 
Goldman, WJTN, James- 
N. Y W. Schultz, 
Martinsville, Va.; Milton L 
WSAM, 
Kobak, 


Burlington, 
Simon 
town, John 
WMVA 
Greenebaum 
Mich : Edgar 
Thomson, Ga 
FM Stations 

Edward Breen, KFMY, Fort 

Dodge, Ia.; C. L. Thomas, KXOK- 


Saginaw 
WTWA., 











town. On show caught, Brook- 
houser did a_ spiel-tour down 
music’s memory lane, with various 
acts seen and heard in numbers 
reminiscent of each particular era. 

Oldtimer Ragtime Smitty (Jack 
Lynch’s Zodiac Room) went way 
back with his pianistics and vocals 
on “When You Were a Tulip,” 
“Margie,” et al, in barroom style. 
Grace and Mickey Carroll, dance 
duo currently at the Embassy Club 
stepped up the period with a fast 
Charleston and jitterbug routines. 
Chirper Kathy Allen (also at the 


Embassy) intoned “Just My Bill,” 
and her husband Dick Merrick 
Chubby’s) sang “How Much Do I 


Love You,” and “In a Small Cafe.” 
Duke Ellington (Click) bridged the 











Dallas vs. ‘Big Show’ 
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FM, St. Louis, Mo.; Everett L. Dil- | 


lard. WASH, Washington; R. San- 
ford Guyer, WBTM-FM, Danville, 
Va.: Edward A. Wheeler, WEAW, 
Evanston: Michael R. Hanna, 
WHCU - FM, Ithaca; Owen FF. 
Uridge, WQAM-FM, Miami; Ben 
Strouse, WWDC-FM, Washington. 


NAB 
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had been considered inevitable in 
some quarters ever since the TV 
broadcasters assembled in Chicago 
to form NAB-TV (now replaced by 
NARTB). For there’s no denying 
that the video men, playing for 
high stakes, trimmed Miller's sails 
in unanimously obtaining their de- 
mands for autonomy and relegating 
the prexy to the role of donning 
his judicial garbs in an ex-officio, 
viewingsfrom-afar capacity. 

Miller has been serving as prexy 
at $50,000 a year. It was voted 
that the combined salaries of Miller 
as board chairman and the new 
president-general manager § shall 
not exceed $75,000 the first year, 
with a graduated scale upwards for 
the new prexy and a comparable 
diminishing remuneration for Mil- 
ler the second and the third years. 
Thus Miller will ‘tee off’ at $40,- 
'000 the first year and the new 
prexy (still to be designated) at 
$35,000, with the financial standing 
iof the two reversing itself from 
| then on. 


| A budget of $501,000 was voted 
for the next fiscal year, with $50.- 
| 000 allocated for television. While 
‘the total intake will amount to 
/ $750,000, the remainder goes for 
_the administration of Broadcast 
| Advertising Bureau (now spear- 
| headed by William B. Ryan), under 
the terms voted by the board, 
whereby 30° of all NAB income 
be channeled into BAB. 








| Theatre For Freedom 


terpreting his Act to the American 
people. Aims of his bill, he said, 
are to strengthen espionage and 
subversion laws, to “sever the pipe- 
lines of international Communist 
agents” and to expose them. 

The airer was written by Vincent 
W. Hartnett, who participated in 
the writing of ‘Red Channels,” 
the list of 150 show business per- 
sons with their alleged subversive 
affiliations and activities. Marking 
the 159th anni of the Bill of Rights, 
the airer was performed by a 
‘roster of names, including Lee 
Tracy, Vicki Cummings, Bert Ly- 
‘tell, Una O'Connor, Big Joe Rosen- 
field, John Griggs, Lon Clark, Eric 
Dressler, Alan Bunce and Hazel 
' Dawn, with Westbrook Van Vor- 
hees narrating. 

While calling for elimination of 
Communist influences from show 
business, the TFF program did not 
go into details of how this is to be 








Continued from page 274 Qa 


done without undermining civil 
liberties, an ACLU spokesman 
/commented. It was pointed out 


that several performers listed in 


“Red Channels” have been hit eco- | 


|nomically and four suits have been 
| brought against its publishers. 

ACLU meanwhile reported that 
its broadcast, which brought about 
,375 telephone protests in New 
York and on the Coast, has re- 
ceived a 5-1 backing in letters to 
NBC from listeners. Organization 
| has announced that it is releasing 
its program on long-playing rec- 
| ords at $4 apiece. 


and he listens 
He doesn’t care 


local NBC station 
to be entertained 


who does it or where it comes 
from 
So. from the local listener's 


point of view, “Big Show” lacks a 
basic appeal, and that appeal is 
familiarity. By and large, the sit- 
uations—the stimuli, let us say— 
on “Big Show” are totally unta- 
miliar to our local listener. An ex- 
change of brittle dialog between a 
Tallulah Bankhead and an Ethel 
Merman, in which Tallulah tells 
Ether that she must have been in 
10 shows that ran five years, may 
be hilarious to a Broadwayite wise 
in the ways of the show world, but 
to a grocery clerk 
it is meaningless. For all he knows 
—or cares—maybe Ethel HAS been 


in 10 shows, etc. So what's funny? 
On the other 


hand, when the 
Benny cast is having a party, and 
someone asks where Phil and 
Mary says he’s under the table, our 
grocery clerk laughs because he 
knows Phil and he can just see him 
under the table. Or to illustrate 
with another “Big Show” competi- 
tor, “Our Miss Brooks.” The hero- 
ine is a school-teacher, her friends 
are deftly drawn burlesques of 
types found in every city, town and 
hamlet in the country. The situa- 
tions and the people in the show 
are familiar, hence the jokes are 
funny to great groups of people. 
And that leads to another ap- 
peal lacked by “Big Show.” The 
lack of unity. On the shows men- 
tioned above, unity has_ been 
achieved. There is a single thread 
running throughout. There is a 
hook which the listener can grasp. 
The “Big Show,” with its maze of 
names, personalities and situations, 
makes it necessary for the listener 
to literally fight his way through. 
And he must go it on his own, be- 
cause there’s nothing in the show 
with which he can identify himself. 
Under those conditions can he 
really be blamed for dialing out? 


And let us not say that failure 
to enjoy “Big Show” is indicative 
of an inability to appreciate so- 
called “adult” entertainment. After 
all, lack of knowledge and lack of 
interest in show people—in names, 
per se—is not a sign of lack of in- 
telligence. It may be hard to be- 
lieve, but a great many people ire 
not interested in Tallulah Bank- 
head because she is Tallulah Bank- 
head, or in Fred Allen because he 
is Fred Allen, and so on. But if 
Joe Jones from Oklahoma City can 
stand in front of a microphone and 
make them laugh, cry or feel good, 
they will listen to him, and his rep- 
utation or the glitter in his name 
are not too important to them. 

Maybe it might be a good idea 
for the moguls of broadcasting to 
give some thought to combing the 
hinterlands for those unknown per- 
formers who have learned how to 
capture a local audience. Because 


is, 


chances are better than even that 


if a performer can capture one lo- 
cal audiences, he can capture lo- 
cal audiences all-over the country. 
At any rate, I am afraid that for 

all its name-value, time and money, 
“Big Show” adds up to a great big 
hodgepodge of nothing. Or almost 
nothing. 

Jack Gwyn, 

KRLD, Dallas. 


Television Reviews 
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gap from the '20’s, to the present, 
with such of his compositions ag 
“Mood Indigo,” “Solitude,” “Cara. 
van” and “I’ve Got it Bad.” The 
Duke was, of course, socko, with 
his special elan, his indisputable 
mastery of the keyboard and the 


subdued excitement he conveve 
with every number. 

Columnist, although far from 
forte as an actor, ties up acts 


neatly and the combination repre. 
sented a very good package. far 
and away above anything local at 
that hour. Nice direction and fair 
camera work gave depth and vari- 
ety to otherwise plain set, and 
program gave evidence of what can 
be accomplished with tight budget. 
Set consisted merely of drop, with 
piano, tables and chairs arranged 
in cafe style. Brookhouser worked 
in good finale by moving about 
studio, thanking each act individ- 
ually and, incidentally, giving a 
plug to the clubs where his guests 
are appearing. Gagh. 





MUSICAL VARIETIES 
With Earle Pudney, Jim McCarthy, 
Vern Cook, others 
Producer: Gertrude Quinn 
15 Mins.; Tues.;: 7:30 p.m. 
FORST PACKING CO. 
WRGB-TV, Schenectady 
(Brown, Roberts & Bangert) 


Musical melange, built around 
Earle Pudney at the piano, is 
rather tasty froth, with Jim Mc- 
Carthy pairing at the organ and 
Vern Cook doubling from com- 
mercials to vocals. Other guests 
are periodically presented. 

Pudney, who is showing im- 
provement on television as he did 
in radio (WGY), strokes the ivories 
skillfully in popular numbers and 
joins for some vocals. He possesses 
a likable personality. McCarthy, 


WGY staffer, plays a_ portable 
organ flexibly. He and Pudney 
team smoothly. Cook, WGY an- 
nouncer-disk jockey, is bouncy 
though pressing on video. Slides 


are used for some numbers. Filmed 
plugging supplements live. Jaco. 


Liberty Web 
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around the country. Outlets used 
taped. programs beamed at the 
same hour in each time zone and 
carried over leased telephone lines. 
Some of the names inked by PBS 
head Larry Finley included Fran- 
kie Laine, Mel Torme, Mare Laws 
rence, Barbara Britton, Roddy Mc- 
Dowall, Alan Mowbray, Hugh Her- 
bert and disk jockey Maurice Hart. 
Latter reported he is owed three 
weeks’ salary, plus balance on a 
13-week contract. Additionally, 
Mel Williamson, in charge of West- 
ern Division for PBS, said back 
pay is due some 50 or 60 people 
on the office staff. 

Local outlet KGFJ signed the 
skein off the air a few hours after 
McCue reported that Finley had 
promised that all AFRA members 
would be paid in full in a very 
short tinfe, and that programs al- 
ready taped and stored will not be 
released under any circumstances. 




















Courtesy of M-G-M 
Now appearing with 
DONALD O’CONNOR 
in “THE MILKMAN" 
(Universal-internationaD 
Management: WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 

















CREATIVE COMEDY 


The Author of “Comedy Routines and 
Burlesque” writes to order, for your 
exclusive use, sure-fire Comedy Acts. 
Sample Act and Particulars FREE. 


A. GUY VISK 
WRITING ENTERPRISES 





12 Liberty Street Troy, N. Y- 
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ABC-TV Network for 


SENTINEL AND TELE-TRONICS 
also MARTINIQUE, Chicago — ABC and CBS Networks 
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No Further Col Upheavals, Sez 


Conkling; Mum on Fate of 7-Inchers 


Jim Conkling killed all specula- 
tion about impending administra- 
tive upheavals at Columbia Rec- 
ords by announcing that his step- 
ping into the company’s prexyship 
was not the cue for a further high 
echelon reshuffle. Conkling, who 
assumed the Col presidency last 
week, underscored his stand with a 
ceclaration that “no one was leav- 
ing Columbia Records and no one 
was coming in.” 


Conkling, who at 35 is the young- 
est major company chief in the in- 
dustry, specifically announced that 
Goddard Lieberson is staying in 
his post as exec vice-prexy and 
Miteh Miller would remain as head 
of the pop artists and repertory 
operation. Conkling, in _ fact, 
kudoed the work of Lieberson, 
Miller and musical director Percy 
Faith for turning out a series of 
disk clicks recently. 

Concerning the question of Col’s 
retention of the seven-inch 33- 
rpm pops, Conkling was non-com- 
mittal. He said that he planned to 
study comparative sales figures by 
Columbia and other companies in 
the various speeds before making a 
decision. Conkling, however, 
stated that Col’s entry into the 45- 
rpm field for pops had passed out 
of the experimental stage and 
would, in any case, remain a regu- 
lar part of the company’s produc- 
tion. 

Conkling also scotched rumors 
that a flock of artists now record- 
ing for Capitol are swinging over 
to Columbia. Col’s prexy revealed 
that during the last months of his 
duties as Cap’s air chief, he was 
instrumental in getting all of the 
company’s major artists to sign up 
with the company. No major 
artist, he said, currently has a pact 
that will expire before two years. 

Conkling declared that he will 
split his time between the Bridge- 
port plant and the New York of- 
fices. Although he plans to super- 
vise some aspects of the air opera- 
tion, it will be in the normal 
process of the prexy duties. His 
main focus for the next period, 
however, will be sales and produc- 
tion, two fields with which he is 
less familiar. 

Conklin foresaw a solid business 
vear for the disk industry. He said 


that ample materials were on hand | 


for continued production. If, how- 
ever, the Government restricts cer- 
tain material, Conkling said sub- 
stitutes, developed by engineers 
at the various companies, would 
be available. 


SHEET MUSIC COVERED 
BY GOVT. PRICE FREEZE 


Music Publishers Protective 
Assn. has informed its publisher 
members that the Government’s 


price freeze covers sheet music. 
Although books are exempt, sell- 
ing price of sheet music is limited 
to the highest selling price between 
Dec. 19 and Jan. 25. Important 
factor in the freeze is the date of 
actual delivery and not the date 
of sale, 


With the Government to issue 
Specific freeze orders for each in- 





dustry, MPPA is planning to se-| 


cure an exemption for the music 


industry. Effect of the freeze, how- | 


ever, is expected to be little for 


some time in view of the price) 


rises which went into effect under 
the wire during early January. 


Mann’s Break-In Date 


Bernie Mann’s newly-organized 
band will make its debut at the 
Totem Pole ballroom, near Boston, 
Feb. 16 and 17 prior to opening at 
the Hotel Roosevelt, N. Y., Grill 
Room Feb, 19, 

Mann has recruited several high- 
Priced sidemen for his crew, in- 
Cluding Sonny Dunham, who dis- 
banded his own orch to join Maun’s 


— Mann waxes for Tower Rec- 
rds, 





LOWER RANKS 10 
GET BOARD VOTE 
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American Society of Composers, 
| Authors and Publishers is prepping 
' another major reform in its organi- 
zational setup with plans to give 
| writers from all income levels a 
voice in the formulation of policy. 
|Move to democratize ASCAP’s 


“ structure is being made under the 
Publishers has been set for Feb. 21 | implicit direction of terms in the 


in Hollywood at the Beverly Hills | Federal a..ti-trust consent decree. 
hotel and for March 27 in New! Upcoming elections for ASCAP’s 
; York at the Waldorf-Astoria. board of directors will open the 
ASCAP prexy Otto Harbach will at- door for cleffers in the lower clas- 
tend both meetings to give his an-  sifications. Instead of the tradition- 





ASCAP Sets Annual Meets 
In New York, Hollywood 


Annual eastern and Coast mem- 
bership meetings of the American 
Society of Composers, Authors and 








nual report prior to elections of a al procedure of electing only eight 
new board of directors in March. of the 24 ASCAP board members 
Herman Finkelstein, ASCAP at-!on a rotational basis each year, 
torney, will attend the meetings | next election will install a com- 
| ber being elected for a two-year, 
- ’ instead of three-year term. Under 
iterms of ASCAP’s amended con- 
OW- rice - S | stitution, nominations of the writer 
| ranking cleffers, ‘‘as far as prac- 
| ticable.”” Next ASCAP elections are 

urt es ll _due to be held before April. 
| Up to now writer members on 
. | ASCAP’s board, which is made 
Major Label have been drawn almost exclusive- 
ly from the top brackets. This has 
, : , 'led in the past to insistent rank- 
Low-priced long-playing disks | and-file squawks that the ASCAP 
petitive threat to the standard L-| oo oo sheng ot seo the 
P’s i i s, | benefit of the upper Classifications. 
ny ” oe ag and pop Seite | Composition of the board, parlayed 
e cheaper platters, manufac-| with the allegation that it was self- 
tured by Remington and Varsity perpetuating, was among the im- 
ting into the sales of the major | ment of Justice *into making its 

companies but. in many Cases. hav | investigation of the society. 
com sae th y br, “A a. | It’s not expected that more than 
P 8 ° read-and- |. handful of cleffers from the ranks 
— been pushing the low-priced | ever, could play an important role 
‘ ; /on the ASCAP board, especially in 
| Paradoxically, the 


with Harbach. | plete new board with each mem- 

| board members will include lower- 

'up of 12 cleffers and 12 publishers, 

are emerging as a powerful com-| writer board members has operated 
i] 

Records, have not only been cut-| portant factors leading the Depart- 

butter sales for the retailers who | will be nominated. These few, how- 

low-priced | the board’s electing the next so- 


disks have become increasing im- | ¢jety’s president. The business of | 


portant because of the big dis-| electing ASCAP’s next prexy may 
counts being given generally on | turn into a crucial struggle this 


the higher-priced labels. Nabe re-| spring if incumbent Otto Harbach 
| tailers, selling the Remington and yefyses to run again. Outside of 
and downwards, find they can’ ent who commands across-the- 


, make far more coin on these than | he writer 
selling the standard-priced LP’s at | en ve oti 


30% off. As a result, these outlets | In preparation for the upcom- 
jhave been promoting the low- ing elections, nominating commit- 
priced lines to the detriment Of tees for the pubs and cleffers will 
| the major labels. — ‘be named at the ASCAP board 
Among the major department meeting tomorrow (Thurs.). 


| been pushing the Remington Rec- Sheet § ales Hi t 
By Rail Strike 


'ords with a heavy ad campaign. 
| Department stores, which began 
'to give discounts following Sam 
Goody’s victory over Columbia in 
a fair trading legal suit, have been 
using the major labels as virtual 
Music publishers, who were rid- 
low-priced lines. In some cases, ing the crest of a boom business in 
the latter disks have been out- sheet music, have been badly hit 
—- the major labels by a con-' over the past week by the rail- 
siderable margin. ‘road strike and the shipping em- 
|bargo. Unable to fill orders oute 





loss-leaders. At the same time, they 
have been cashing in on the regu- 
lar 40° retailer margin on the 








DEAL FO 


New Petrillo Demands on TV Jolt 
Networks; Film Ban Major Hurdle 


+ American Federation of Musi- 





R 


ASCAP 








‘Lady Not for Burning’ 
Put on Wax by Decca 


Extending its repertory of non- 
musical legit plays on wax, Decca 
| Records has cut the current Chris- 
topher Fry play, “The Lady’s Not 
‘for Burning,” 
,cast starring John Gielgud and 
|Pamela Brown. Set, which will be 
jissued in long-play form, will be 
| released in March. 

Last year, Decca issued “Death 
‘of a Salesman” and 
| Party” in similar packages. 


Tubb Hits Acuff 
With Own Copies 
Of ‘Tenn. Waltz 


Hollywood, Feb. 6. 





’ 








|“Tennessee Waltz” Monday (5), 
teeing off what may be one of the 
_ bitterest fights ever waged by pub- 
\lishers over exclusive market rights 
‘to a tune. “Waltz” first was brought 


| out by Acuff-Rose Music Company | 


| three months ago and has sky- 


rocketed to head Lit list. Tubb Mu- | 


‘sic, in which the folk singer is 


with the original | 


“Cocktail | 


Ernest Tubb Music published | 


cians, which is currently carrying 
on negotiations for an overall ra- 
|dio-TV network pact with prexy 
James C. Petrillo as spokesman, 
has jolted the four major webs 
with stiff demands covering, in 
particular, video operations. Petril- 
|lo’s opening gambit, which cone 
|tained demands for drastic cure 
tailment of films on television and 
sharp hikes in musicians’ pay 
scales, has completely overshad- 
owed previous demands by New 
| York Local 802 for a ban on disks 
between 8 a.m. and midnight. 


Petrillo’s stance on the playing 
of video films was defined in his 
proposal that the webs “will only 
use films expressly authorized by 
|agreement between the AFM and 
| producers or others having inter- 
,est in such films.” This proposal 
| would black ou’ all the old fea- 
|tures, shown locally on network 
outlets, until the AFM could make 
,a deal with the producers or dis- 
|tribs of such films. AFM’s 1945 
|agreement with the major Holly- 
| wood producers, covering all films 
|made before and after the date of 
ithat agreement, specifically bans 
'their product from TV exhibition. 


Regarding films specially made 
‘for TV and kinescopes, Petrillo 
‘reiterated proposals made in pre- 
| vious talks with the networks, 
AFM is still asking. for a 5% pay- 
;ment to the Music Performance 
| Trust Fund, calculated on gross 
'time charges, for all TV pix and 
Petrillo has already 
concluded such deals with several 
indie film producers but the nets : 
| have been and still are firmly op- 


| kinescopes. 


associated along with Averback | Posed to granting such a demand 


| Brothers, who also operate Hill & 


Range Music, did not even notify | 


' Acuff-Rose of move. 


Tubb’s claim is based on fact that 
| Redd Stewart, billed by Acuff-Rose 
‘as co-author of its version of 
| “Waltz,” allegedly was under ex- 
_clusive composing contract to Tubb 
'when “Waltz” was copyrighted in 
| February, 1948. Tubb sheet music 
| lists only Stewart. Acuff-Rose lists 
| Stewart aud’ Pee Wee King. Stew- 
/art is vocalist with King’s hillbilly 


| band, now working Louisville. 


' Tubb notified jobbers they need 
; not pay any orders until lawsuits, 
| which they anticipate, have been 
| adjudicated. That’s another new 
| wrinkle in publishing. One of big- 
|; gest hits in more than decade, 
| Waltz” has sold a phenomenal 
, 1,000,000 sheet copies and about 
3,000,000 disks. In bringing out its 
'version, Tubb simultaneously noti- 
fied all recording, radio outlets of 
| its claim to song in its entirety. 


| 
Helmy Kresa Preparing 





Berlin ‘Musicography’ = 


Plans have been completed to 


|on principle. According to network 
| execs, it would open the door for 
similar demands by other talent 
; and craft unions. 

! 


| Concerning kinescopes, Petrillo 
‘further demanded a repeat fee for 
| musicians on such shows. He also 
| demanded limitation of the use of 
kines to stations affiliated with the 
| network airing the live shows and 
_the utilization of such kines no 
'more than one time per station, 
|'These demands are meeting re- 


sistance from the nets since, it’s 
(Continued on page 61) 


HARRY GELLER EXITING 
MERCURY WITH LAINE 


Orch leader Harry Geller is exit- 
ing Mercury Records. Move was 
indicated after recent departure of 
|Frankie Laine from diskery fold 
for a Columbia Records contract. 
Geller, who together with pianist 
Carl Fischer and Laine formed a 
triumvirate on numerous Mercury 
platters, was also head of com- 
_pany’s Coast artists and repertory 
| Sacovety. 

' Trio will reassemble on _ first 
Laine date for Columbia beginning 








Decca Expands Longhairs 
With Italo Fonit Line 


Expanding its longhair output 
via foreign catalogs, Decca Records 
| has inked a deal with the Italian 
'Fonit label for the American re- 
lease of several operatic sides. 
Decca, meantime, has issued the 
first of its series of classical plat- 
ters under its recently concluded 
pact with the Deutsche Grammo- 
phone Co. of Berlin. Platter is 
Mendelsohn’s “Midsummer Nights’ | 
Dream” played by the Berlin Phil- 
harmonic. 


Decca is also mapping release 
this spring of a collection of scenes 
from Shakespeare’s plays with 
John Gielgud and Pamela Brown 
handling the poetry. 








Houston Renews Kurtz 


Houston, Feb. 6. 


Efrem Kurtz has been signed to 
conduct the Houston Symphony. 
Orchestra for two more years at. 
/ $30,000 per year. 

His present three-year. contract | 
expires in April. 





| secretary-treasurer. 


| side of the areas near New York, 
bundles of copies have been piling 


up at the local jobbers. Situation 


has been intensified by the fact | 


that sales have been running high 
over the past month with the re- 
sult that large shipments had been 
prepared. Pubs are hoping that the 
strike will result only in deferred 


sales for current hits rather than | 


a complete loss. Latter possibility 
will grow stronger if the strike 
persists and new tunes come to the 
forefront. 

Diskeries have not been hit as 
hard as the pubs since platters are 


‘mostly shipped by truck rather) 


than railroads to distrib points. 
However, shifting of other manu- 


facturers to trucking has started to | 


jam up transportation schedules 
with a consequent loss of time in 
the shipping of disks. 





Regina, Sask.— W. A. Winters, 


‘leader of the Hotel Saskatchewan . 
| orchestra, was elected president of 


Local 446, American Federation of 


Musicians, Regina. R. C. Weller is, 
vice-president and Henry Rosson | 


named delegate to the AFM 
convention in New York next June. 


prepare a musicography of the | 


Rosson was. 


complete works to date, both pub- 
‘lished and tnpublished, of Irving 
Berlin. Designed to constitute a 
musical biography of the songwrit- 
-er, the project has been launched 
, by Helmy Kresa, who has been 
associated with Berlin for more 
| than 25 years as his arranger and 
professional head of his puobery. 

Musicography, which will cover 
an estimated 1,000 songs, will be 
arranged in sections. In one will 
appear notation of the music of 
‘each melodie phrase, whether in 
verse, chorus or release, plus the 
lyries, of every song Berlin ever 
wrote, including some scrapped for 
one reason or another, in the order 
-in which he wrote them. Another 
will contain a rapid reference in- 
‘dex in which melodies will be re- 
duced to their literation and ar- 
ranged alphabetically. Finally, rel- 
event data, such as show opening- 
dates, easts, interesting song his- 
tories, etc., will be appended. 

It is expected that the work will 
be published in book form for pub- 
lic release. 





i 

Jack Egan assuming manager- 
we of Gene Krupa’s reorganized 
and,” 


of April with Geller serving on a 
free-lance basis. 





Marek Maps More Reissues 
Of Victor’s Old Classics 


RCA Victor is following up its 
recently issued set of ‘Treasury of 
Immortal Performances” with addi- 
tional releases dug out of its old 
catalog. Next release, which is be- 
ing issued like the initial 18 sets 
only in 33rpm and 45rpm form, will 
comprise long works featuring such 
artists as Arturo Toscanini, Artur 
Schnabel, Rachmaninoff and other 
prominent longhair figures. After 
the next release in April, Victor is 
‘setting reissues of full-length 
,operas which were waxed before 


heer advent of the new speeds. 


| George Marek, Victor’s artists 
‘and repertory chief, is also map- 
ping an extensive reissue program 
of jazz sides recorded during the 
past 30 years. Victor’s further dip- 
ping into its back catalog has been 
cued by the widespread interest in 
|its first “Treasury” release. All fu- 
ture re-recordings will be pack- 
laged in the same Gold Label series. 
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= 3 ': IF YOU’VE GOT THE MONEY (Peer) cocceee eee er eer ee eeeessenee Jo Stafford see eeeee Columbia stein topper, heads to tes York 
| Di Chi Offi R MARSHMALLOW WORLD (Shapiro-B) ............+. coesccess. Vaughn Menroe ...00...- Victor ,from Miami Beach next week tc ate 
wi lke ‘ee isney l 1ce eopens I STILL FEEL THE SAME ABOUT YOU (Criterion)............ Georgia Gibbs .........-Coral | — Rv —— of on grand- 
= i © | @& QE Bele eeee VERE EEEOF ce ee et eee ee wee hl HO OH EHH eee ee eeeereeoeeeee Ka Starr su caneceseeer Ge itel j aug er, acqueline oltter, to 
Walt Disney Music” ong ee ee pod _ eeeerrere Coral Leon Brettler at the Waldorf-As- 
ened its Chi office last month, has THIRSTY FOR YOUR KISSES (Mutual) eee eee eeer eee eee eeeenes Mills Bros EE ee Decca | toria, N. } & Feb. Bes 
reopened with Al Friedman as . Valando) Kay Starr-T Ernie _ Capitol Miss Voltter, a graduate of 
contactman. VLL NEVER BE FREE (13) (Valamdo) ..nccccccccccscsvsseseses ay starr lenn. Tn apito | Marjorie Webster College, is 
Friedman, taking over for Dis- ABA DABA HONEYMOON (Feist)..... sesceecseseecsecessesess D. Reynolds-C. Carpenter MGM {| daughter of Dick Voltter, SB gen- 
hey’s former rep, Paul Salvatori,|¢ LITTLE ROCK GETAWAY (Feist).......-++00++++s+erees ea ) rene Capitol | eral professional manager. Bret- 
handled plugging duties for Max 4 : \tler is an engineering graduate of 
Dreyfus’ Ivy Secte-hene enti the [Figures in parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been in the Top 10.) jthe Massachusetts Institute of 4 
fice closed last week. PPPPEEEEEEEPFEEEEEEEFEFFESEOESEOTENES TTY rv vv rreee, seeceoeooooooooseoeooes | Technology. 
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Accents Disks’ Star-Making Potential 


Star-making potential of disk 
sales has again been highlighted 
by emergence of a crop of talents 
that were virtually unknown a year 
ago. Such performers Patti 
Page, fe.nme vocalist; Guy Mitch- 
ell. male vocalist, and Ralph Flana- 
gan, in the band field, have crashed 
into the bigtime over the past 12 
months strictly on the momentum 
furnished by disk clicks. 

Miss Page is the outstanding ex- 
ample. Her success was attained 
without benefit of hypo, radio or 
pix. Solid record smashes on the 
Mercury label, “I Don't Care If the 


Sun Don’t Shine,” “All My Love” 
and climaxed by “Tennessee 


as 


Waltz,” all within a year, have to-| 


taled up to a $1,500-a-month mini- 
mum record guarantee, sellout the- 
atre appearances and the likeli- 
hood of heavy income from other 
entertainment media. Her mini- 
mum guarantee does not represent 


her full take from records. That 
will be in the neighborhood of 
$140,000 for the year. All this plus 
trimmings—a four-page spread in 
a national weekly due soon and 
other assorted kudos—was built on 
Wax. 

Another case in point is Flana- 
gan, a relatively recent entrant in 
the band field. Starting with a crew 
organized in the East and confining 
his personal appearances to the 
Eastern seaboard, the introduction 
of his rhythms to a national audi- 
ence took place via a series of hit 
records. These, plus promotion by 
Victor, which records him, were 


'so potent in building a national fol- 


lowing, that when he _ recently 
opened at the Palladium in his first 
trip to the Coast, he was a standout 
boxoffice draw. 

Most recent to arrive at the fore, | 
singer Guy Mitchell scored with 
two Columbia etchings, “The Rov-! 
ing Kind” and ‘‘My Heart Cries for 
You.” His leap into the big coin 
took place during the last couple 
of months when his booking sked 


| 


Emergence of Page, Flanagan, Mitchell ' 


began picking up as a result of his 
disklicks, 

Others to attain stellar rank via 
platters are chirps Kay Starr and 
Toni Arden; Eddie Fisher and Tony 
Bennett, male singers, and Ray An- 
thony and Jerry Gray among the 
bands. 


So radically has the relative 


ranking of stars been affected by | 


hit disks that in the Martin Block 


popularity poll Miss Page had dis- | 


placed Doris Day, last year’s No. 1 


gal, to lead the field. Runners-up | 


were Doris Day, Kay Starr, Dinah 
Shore, Jo Stafford, Mindy Carson, 
Fran Warren, Sarah Vaughn, Ton! 
Arden and Peggy Lee. Trailing 
Flanagan in the orch tabulation 
were Gordon Jenkins, Guy Lom- 
bardo, Vaughn Monroe (first last 
vear), Ray Anthony, Harry James, 
Sammy Kaye, Louis Prima, Tommy 
Dorsey and Stan Kenton. 

Only among male vocalists were 
no upsets scored. They finished in 
this order: Perry Como (repeating 
last year’s cop), Frank Sinatra, Vic 
Damone, Gordon MacRae, 


Tony Martin, Billy Eckstine and 
Eddie Fisher. 

Block’s poll, conducted among 
his WNEW listeners, runs from Ist 
to 31st of January each year. Total 
number of dialer ballots this year 


'was 250,000. 














OF THE 
WEEK" 


EARNS @ 
APPLAUSE 





STRONG ® 
CONTENDER 


“SLEEPER © iF YOU WANT SOME LOVIN’ 


Thompson disc 
strong potential. 


Morrow's 


ness. 


eee it te p) gr 


AND FORECAST OF TOMORROW‘S SONG HITS 





(Acuff - Rose) — 
Teresa Brewer (London 967) has a made-to- 
measure item here for her talents. 
"Sleeper of the Week" by Cash Box, tune is 








t ; 


Chosen 





receiving a big play via Dude Martin-Sue 
(Mercury 6290). 


xn *® RRR 


IN THE LAND OF MAKE BELIEVE 
(Victor 20 = 4025) 
Tommy Mercer doing an excellent vocal job 
earns applause from Cash Box for smooth- 


showing 


(BML) — Buddy 
orch. with 





x 2 28 2 ® F 


BETWEEN TWO TREES (Gale & Gayles) — Un- 
usual lyric gives this tune extra appeal. 
Cash Box predicts another winner for the 





SURE @ 
BET 


LIKELY ® 
DITTY 


IMPRESSIVE @ 





CLIMBING 


Andrews 


SHENANDOAH WALTZ 


WAIT FOR ME 


tune. 


STILL © THE ROVING KIND 


Sisters 


x~ w& ke we wk 


x wwe kk * 


BE GOOD TO YOUR FATHER AND MOTHER 
-con)—Dick Todd 
likely hit in this ditty by the writer of 
"DADDY'S LITTLE BOY." 
(Decca 46287) 
version. 


(Rainbow 


zk &:* W@W 8: ® 


Denny Vaughn 


x «wekkk * 











BROADCAST MUSIC, INC. 


$80 FIFTH AVENUE +> NEW YORK 19.N.Y 


Bill Farrell (MGM 10900) with Russ 
Case backing turns in a noteworthy job. 


(Decca 27421). 
Babbitt (Coral 60567) will hit, too. 


(Acuff-Rose) — Tommy 
Tucker (MGM 10897) tees off ona terrific 
follow-up of TENNESSEE WALTZ. 
slated for heavy promotion. 
are covering this sure-bet. 


also furnishes a strong 


(Algonquin) — A flock of re- 
leases foretells a rosy career for this 
Dinah Shore (Victor 20-4015), Guy 
Lombardo (Decca 27449), Clyde McCoy (Mer= 
cury 5550), 
and others will be kept spinning! 


(Hollis) — Neck and neck 
race for popularity between Guy Mitchell 
(Columbia 39076) and The Weavers (Decca 
27332) has zoomed this item. 
Cash Box "Top Ten" and No. 10 on Bill- 
board's "Honor Roll." 
upward. 


Tune will continue 


New York * Chicage 


Hollywood + Toronto 


Montrea! 


Harry 


Tune is 
Other labels 


(Bea- 


20088) has a 


Eddie Crosby 


(Coral 603555) 


Now No. 9 on 


Bing | 
| Crosby, Frankie Laine, Alan Dale, | 


Wednesday, February 7, 195] 


Inside Orchestras—Music 


In an effort to boost sales, already heavy on both sheet music and 
disks, of “You’re Just In Love,” standout song from the “Call Me 
Madam” score, Irving Berlin Musie Corp. is adding the parenthetical 
| phrase, “I Wonder Why,” to all future printed copies. According to 
| pubbery officials, the phrase is recurrent in the lyrics of the song and 
as a result, was being used by a large part of the public as the title’ 
| To plug the possible sales loss resulting at music counters from cone 
fusion of names, Berlin Music decided to have both titles appear on 
copies. 

“(I Wonder Why)” will be printed in smaller type directly above 
“You’re Just In Love,” even though the phrases have no direct con. 
nection with each other. Arrangements have been made with diskeries 
pressing the tune to have platter labels carry the amended title. 





Guesting on Ted Mack’s “Family Hour” video program on ABC, 
ASCAP prexy Otto Harbach said he broke into showbusiness as a 
lvricist only after his eves and his money gave out while he was study- 
ing at Columbia University. After working as an ad copyist, he teamed 
up with composer Karl Hoeschna and worked eight years before get. 
ing their first musical produced in 1907. The musical was “Three 
Twins.” 

Program, which was designed as a salute to Harbach and ASCAP, 
also had as guests former ASCAP prexies Fred E. Ahlert and Gene 
Buck. 





With the fast ‘click of “If,” Shapiro-Bernstein’s current plug tune, 
other pubs are currently searching for numbers by the number's com. 
posing team of lyricists, Robert Hargreaves and Stanley J. Damerell, 
and composer Tolchard Evans. The trio of British writers, however, 
have not been active for several years. “If” was written 17 years ago 
and was dug out of S-B’s catalog by Dick Voltter, general professional 
manager, and George Pincus, S-B general manager, who rocketed the 
/number into one of the fastest-breaking ballads in years, 
| 
| AFM Local 47’s quota law, designed to spread available work as 
equitably as possible among the membership, has been voted down, 
Resolution to place all record and transcription dates on the quota list 
was defeated 579 to 299 by members who then decided to take casual 
'engagements off the quota list. Vote means that no matter how much 
a windjammer makes from studio or band employment he can still 
earn outside coin from wax or casual dates. 





ASCAP Committee to Ask 
For Writer Referendum On 
Payoff Plan Amendment 


Classification 








Tops of the Tops 
Retail Disk Best Seller 
“Tennessee Waltz” 
Retail Sheet Best Seller 
“Tennessee Waltz” 
“Most Requested” Disk 
“Tennessee Waltz” 


committee of Seller on Coin Machines 











American Society of Composers, “Tennessee Waltz” 
Authors and Publishers resumed _ Best British Seller _ 

: Beloved Be Faithful 
confabs this week on proposals for | 
modifying the present 60-20-20 
writer payoff plan. Committee, 


1951's Top Noisemaker! 


HULLABALOO 


100° Recorded 


which reportedly is leaning toward 
amending the distribution system | 
with additional stress on seniority , 
factors, plans to submit its final 
proposals to ASCAP’s writer-mem- 
bers for a referendum vote, After 
membership grants its approval, 
ASCAP plans to submit the amend- , 
ed plan to the Department of Jus- 
tice for approval as provided for 
under the Federal anti-trust con- 
sent decree. | 
L. Wolfe Gilbert, ASCAP’s Coast | 
rep, arrived in New York Monday 
(5) to join the committee's discus- 
sions. Gilbert, who reps 460 writer- | 
members and 99 estates (widows of 
writers), had previously reported 
to the committee on the wide- 
spread suffering caused among the 
Coast contingent by the last couple 
of dividend checks under the new 
payoff system. Gilbert returns to 
Hollywood next week, 





The Next Hit Ballad! 
TO LOVE YOU 
IS MADNESS 


Recorded by TONY FONTAINE—Mercury 





MILLS MUSIC, INC, 


1619 Broadway * New York 19 














MOVING UP FAST 
ON ALL SURVEYS 


THE 


_ | ROVING 
KIND 





Flanagan, Hendler, Woods 
Admitted as ASCAP Pubs 


New publishing firm of Flana- 
gan, Hendler and Woods has been 





HOLLIS MUSIC, INC. 
129 W. 52d St., New York 

















,admitted into the American So-| —_ 
_ciety of Composers, Authors and. 
Publishers. Firm comprises the PROGRAM 


Ralph Flanagan band organization, 
/managed by Herb Hendler and Ber- 
| nie Woods, | 

Flanagan and Hendler, on the 
basis of several compositions, have | 


also been admitted as ASCAP | 
writers. 


“MASQUERADE” 


Enchanting Waltz Standard 
by 


Paul Francis Webster 

















THE AMAZING 


LIONEL HAMPTON 


-KING OF THE VIBRAHARP 
MASTER OF THE DRUMS 


His Orchestra and Revue 


CAPITOL THEATRE, NEW YORK 


NOW THIRD WEEK 


se ep ee ne ne ete - 
Exclusive Management " ety tihe 


ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORPORATION 

















JOE GLASER, Pres. 
New York | Lod TT --1-[-) 


745 5th Ave. Pi. 9-4606 203 No. 


Hollywood 


91351 Sunsas died 


Wi akoia i 

















lusie and 
“Call Me 
nthetical 
ording to 
song and, 
the title, 
rom cone 
ppear on 


ly above 
rect cone 
diskerieg 
e, 


on ABC, 
€sS as a 
as study- 
e teamed 
fore get. 
; “Three 


ASCAP, 
nd Gene 


ug tune, 
‘r’s coms 
Jamerell, 
however, 
ears ago 
fessional 
eted the 


work ag 
d down, 
juota list 
@ Casual 
IW much 
can still 


a al 
_— 
} - 


er! 


U 
Ss 


Mercury 


cS. 


York 19 








ST 
YS 























Wednesday, February 7, 1951 






43 











ne YN GEF 


ARE ON THE MARCH!! 


RCA VICTOR’S 
FABULOUS... 


GNGKG 
GINGLE 


KECOKV 
GRIEF 


~ NINE TOP SINGERS 
~ NINE GREAT COMPOSERS 
V RCA VICTOR'S FABULOUS 
54 TIN-PAN-ALLEY 
ALL TIME GREATS! 
ON 27 SINGLE 
RECORDS: 
THE BIGGEST 
MOST SALEABLE 
RELEASE OF 
NEWLY RECORDED 
SINGLE RECORDS 


W FH Ws! 


RS 
‘ “ete t#r , ? 
































-_— 
,se+reoe 











aly {MINDY CARSON srs." DeSYLVA, 











“WHEN HEART$ ARE YOUNG” 
“SILVER MOON” 


¢ PERRY COMO si": BILLY ROSE 


“WITHOUT A SONG” “IT’S ONLY A PAPER MOON” 
“MORE THAN YOU KNOW” “ME AND MY SHADOW” 
20/47-4033 20/47-4034 


“THAT OLD GANG OF MINE” 


“1 FOUND A MILLION DOLLAR BABY (In A 5 & 10c Store)” 
20/47-4035 


4 DINAH SHORE ::s."% GUS KAHN 


“ORCHIDS IN THE 


“I’M THROUGH WITH LOVE” MOONLIGHT” 
“MAKIN’ WHOOPEE’ “AROUND THE CORNER” 
20/47-4045 20/47-4046 


“1 WONDER WHERE MY BABY IS TONIGHT” 
“MY ISLE OF GOLDEN DREAMS” 
20/47-4047 


< TONY MARTIN :z:"s ARTHUR 
FREED 


“SINGIN’ IN THE RAIN” “Il CRIED FOR YOU” 
“PAGAN LOVE SONG” “YOU ARE MY LUCKY STAR” 
20/47-4040 20/47-4049 


“YOU WERE MEANT FOR ME” 
“IT WAS SO BEAUTIFUL” 
20/47-4050 


BROWN and HENDERSON 


“BUTTON UP YOUR OVERCOAT” “JUST A MEMORY” 7 
“TOGETHER” “THANK YOUR FATHER” 
20/47-4040 20/47-4040 








“YOU'RE THE CREAM IN MY COFFEE” 
“THE BEST THINGS IN LIFE ARE FREE” 
20/47-4041 


4 EDDIE FISHER ==."5 WALTER 
DONALDSON 


“MY BUDDY” 
“AT SUNDOWN” 








“MY MAMMY” 
“MY BLUE HEAVEN” 


20/47-4036 20/47-4038 
““(WHAT CAN I SAY) AFTER I SAY I’M SORRY?” 
“MY MOM” 


20/47-4037 


4 FRAN WARREN <2." HAROLD ARLEN 


“OVER THE RAIN- “| GOTTA RIGHT TO SING 


BOW” THE BLUES” 
“STORMY WEATHER” “ONE FOR MY BABY” 
26/47-4027 20/47-4028 


“BETWEEN THE DEVIL AND THE DEEP BLUE SEA” 


“LET’S FALL IN LOVE” 
20/47-4029 


DON CORNELL :iz:s SAMMY FAIN 


“LET A SMILE BE YOUR UMBRELLA” 


“WEDDING BELLS (ARE BREAKING UP THAT OLD 
GANG OF MINE)” 


29/47-4042 
“THAT OLD FEELING” “WHEN I TAKE MY SUGAR 
“WAS THAT THE HUMAN TO TEA” 
THING TO DO” “VLL BE SEEING YOU” 


20/47-4043 20/47-4044 


4 LIZA KIRK :2%." JIMMY McHUGH 


“| FEEL A SONG COMIN’ ON” “YOU'RE A SWEETHEART” 
“DON’T BLAME ME” 


“EXACTLY LIKE YOU” 


20/47-4030 20/47-4032 


“I'M IN THE MOOD FOR LOVE” 
“| CAN’T BELIEVE THAT YOU'RE IN LOVE WITH ME” 


20/47-4031 


4 DENNIS DAY :z."% SIGMUND ROMBERG 


“WHEN | GROW TOO OLD TO DREAM” 
“LOVER, COME BACK TO ME” 


20/47-4051 
oe 
“SERENADE” 
“DEEP IN MY HEART DEAR” 
20/47-4052 20/47-4053 
a@e@e@au"s see o's AE FP s*e*e oe eecmeeres ss - Ce ee + 
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JUNE 
HUTTON 


SOMMS « « 
An Up-and-Coming Song! 



























































On the Upbeat 


New York 


Redd Evans, Jefferson Music 
head, bedded with attack of in- 
fluenza ... Evelyn Knight booked 


into the Mount Royal hotel, Mont- 
real, Feb. 14, for two weeks ... 





recording a series of his own 
marches for the World Broadcast- 
ing Co. ... Ritchie Lisella, mana- 
ger of Teresa Brewer, now also 
handling Al Martino, winner of 
| the Arthur Godfrey “Talent Scout” 
| show » - +» Sam Donahue band hit 
|road with date at Gettysburg Col- 
lege Feb. 2 and another skedded 
,at Lehigh University Feb. 17... 
|Dick Linke has taken on the 
Honeydreamers, RCA Victor re- 
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| Survey of retail disk best iy 7 = |9 3 | = a 
“A ts ob S3/8&!/s >| 2/1 ¢ 
sellers, based on reports o ao O18iS ia -—~ | Pls 
. F ; =) = } ode 4 ee ee m | a 
tained trom leading stores in an! # 5 | 2 | = oii aie Sis |e] 
12 cities and showing com " e | 3 | 2 | & | S| 5/3g/a ls = | Oo 
: parative sales rating for this Sie = s/s z base iy oe 
ser eel Sel iG 3st L 
* 2 ‘ | : 
| Ho t 2 | on | > Bw >} » w | 
Nation!’ Week Ending ‘ ry ieit lela lieisisiei [igi P 
Rating } | wel | e|;™ | | | 5 gi 2,82) 0 
Feb SleFidiziaid geil gig t 
: LSisiS i Cl ElElaisieiassin 
This Last ; cialis Sie isisziagis eisiai; f 
wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title ZIO|SiM@ini¥ S'S'GlFlignian' sg 
Playing PATTI PAGE (Mercury) 
1 1 “Tennessee Waltz”—5534........ 1 ss. © § 1 1 1 1 =#1 1069 
His Latest Release! ——— MARIO LANZA (Victor) aa oes 
2 2 “Be My Love”—10-1561A........ s 2.3 ¢€ 3.4 3 8 8. 4 8 
— PERRY COMO (Victor) 
SHOW ME THE WAY 10 G0 HOME 3 2 “Hf"-20-3097 .......-.....000. 2 4 7 2 7 8 2 4... 10 4 3 7 
~_G, MITCHELL-M. MILLER (Col) = 
and 4 3 “My Heart Cries for You”—39067. - § ee 5 2 a ; 2 » 69 
Pp  COMO-FONTANE SIS. (Victor) 
IT’S A LONG LONG 5 4 “You're Just in Love” —20-3945A. er , : _ 4 _4 45 10 D) : 3 9 37 
~ G, MITCHELL-M. MILLER (Col) ‘ 
6 6 “Roving Kind" —39067 see seeees gar, re, ihe 9 5 Se «2c 6 ay a 8 °6 
WAY 10 TIPPERARY ~ WEAVERS-G, JENKINS (Decca) > 
7A 7 “So Long”—27376 Serer r Te oe 22” Oe oe fe ee Ue es ks 
* citntematgmeipmaeiiels ————— cubes: 
DECCA 27434 and *9-27434 PHIL HARRIS (Victor) , 
7B OS “The Thing”—20-3968B.......... 7 6 9 8 7 2 
CURRENT RELEASE! = PATTI PAGE (Mercury) = 
8 se “Would I Love You” —5571..... 6 8 3 1 
DECCA N LEAVES iy ust WAKELY (Capitol) . 
27270 AUTUM '] 9 10 “My Heart Cries for You"—1328. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 4 3 15 
*9-27270 SERENADE IN BLUE ig REYNALDS-CARPENTER (MGM) 
10A “Aba Daba Honeymoon"”—3282. .. er ee S$... .. 8 14 
MEL BLANC (Capitol) 
10B 11 “I Taw a Puddy Tat’—-1360 rer 5 3 14 
- EDDIE FISHER (Victor) ’ 
10C 12 “Bring Back the Thrill” —20-4016A 5 3 14 
PERRY COMO-B. HUTTON (Vic) 
11__9 _“Bushel and a Peck”—20-3930.... 10... .. .. .. «6 10 7 10 12 
iil 2 yller EDDIE FISHER (Victor) — 
paints : 12 8 “Thinking of You"”—20-3901. oe hoe ee ee ae ee 3 10 
ae i é ai DINAH SHORE (Victor) 
ait ss Eee 13A 10 “My Heart Cries for You"—20-3978 cca tail eS) ae ee ee 8 
Bi: Si PERRY COMO (Victor) 
: Ne 13B 16 “Zing Zing Zoom" —20-3997A eee eee Sik. de. wee ee ee 8 
<5 SAMMY KAYE (Columbia) 
= ee ee ES ae ee ee ee ae a a: ee 7 
hae G. MITCHELL-R. CLOONEY (Col) nied 
eS 3 15A “You're Just in Love” —39052 a 5 aaa ae ee oe eer eee ——T 6 
Sea MILLS BROS. (Decca) 
m 15B “Nevertheless”—27253 .......... 6 i 6 
Sing ... BILLY ECKSTINE (M-G-M) 
P Bey 15C “1f"—10896 ar 5 6 
A Smash Hit! a GUY LOMBARDO (Decca) 
16A “Harbor Lights”—27208......... 9 8 5 
THE ROVING KIND TONY MARTIN-D. SHORE (Vic) 
16B “Penny a Kiss"—20-4019 UFO 9 10 9 5 
and DON CHERRY (Decca) 
(The Wreck of the) JOHN B | 16C “Thinking of You’’—27128....... PAS kal xe 8 9 5 
—_— = gy —— ccnaligpinipamnnaaneataealiaianas 7 
| Disk Best Sellers by Companies 
*9. 
DECCA 27332 and *9-27332 (Based on Points Earned) 
CURRENT HITS! No. of | No. of 
Label Records Points | Label Records Points 
DECCA errr re $08480006. 10 268 | Decca ...... PTTTTTT TT TET Tee 4 39 
27376 $0 LONG (it's Been Good to Know Yuh) paw ae A eoeeseesececes eee aden ; rr | nen 0 0) 645. 646 68:0 268606 6648 4 
*9.27376 LONESOME TAVELER — nace “amen Wil ; x. : ; SERRE SESE TESTES ELEY ~ av 
with GORDON JENKINS ‘ | 4 5 
DECCA IFIVE TOP GUYS AND DOLLS| soUTH PACIFIC | VOICE OF xTABY CALL ME MADAM! yoasrt oF N. O. 
27077 GOODNIGHT IRENE oo Broadway Cas? a oe oy Merie Lense 
ith GORDON JENKIN : - A- 
— Sovrr | 9-203 MM850 Capitol 9-166 DM1417 
| ‘ DLP-8036 ML4180 CC244 DLP-8035 WDM1417 
| 


Bros. (4) who have been pacted by 
London Records for two years. 


Chicago 


Mars Music Co.’s $1,000,000 in- 
'fringement suit against Metro has 
been put off in Chi Federal Court 
till March 1... Former M-G-M 
chirp Doris Drew now with Mer- 
\cury, etched “Somebody Else Has 





Irwin Zucker promotetd to east- 
ern promotion rep for Coral 
Records with Leonard Wolf upped 


cording group, for promotion in| Taken My Place,” her first for new 
New York ... Lorry Raine, Lon- | Waxery ... McConkey chief booker 
rd. don Records thrush, goes into | Phil Levant off on southern looksee 
to similar post at Decca . . . Bill |Chubby’s, Philly nitery Feb. 26... .|..- - Allen Thomas replaced Frank 
Raymond replacing Gregg Law-|Sammy Kaye looking for advance- | Taylor as act booker at Associated 
rence as vocalist with Tex Beneke |man . .. Dale Craig starts as ad- | Booking ... Wi!’ Mahoney pushed 
band with Louis Zeppi named road |vanceman for Elliott Lawrence |>ack till Marc 22 for Empire 
manager for the. crew, replacing Southern tour... Artie Mogul has oom at Palmex House . Leo 
Vincent Carbone . . . Hank Sylvern |‘ assumed management of-the Smith | (Continued on page 46) 


Sennen src ner 
—_—_— 


1 IF YOU'VE GOT THE MONEY, 
I'VE GOT THE TIME 


and 


: TEAR DROPS FROM MY EYES 


DECCA 27329 and *9-27329 


Single Records 85c each (plus tax) ir 
*Indicates 45 RPM Version 





























BILL KENNY of DECCA Records Is 


“A FRIEND OF JOHNNY'S” 


SS 
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Philadelphia—(Wanamaker) 
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Guy Mitchell: “Sparrow In the | 
Tree Top”’-‘“Christopher Colum-| 
bus” (Columbia). A couple of) 
refreshing sides by Guy Mitchell | 
who maintains the impact register- 
ed with “My Heart Cries For You 
and “The Roving Kind.” Once 
again, both these sides get a tre- 
mendous lift from the instrumental 
and choral backgrounds under 
Mitch Millers’s imaginative baton. | 
Mitchell colorfully bounces “Spar- 
row.” a fine folk-type ballad with | 
a big potential. Reverse is another 
standout number with a clever 
lyric. Both sides rate plenty of 
jock spins. 

Spike Jones City Slickers: “Peter 

Cottontail”-“Rhapsody From Hun-, 
* ger(y)” (Victor). Spike Jones comes 
up with a sparkling version of this 
Easter tune on a side that should | 
make a big splash in the holiday 
market. Crew moderates its come- 
dy style with Marian Richman 
delivering a cute juve-tailored 
vocal. Sammy Kaye’s orch and | 
Gene Autry also have neat cuts 
of “Cottontail,” both for Columbia. 
On the Victor reverse, Jones comes 
through with one of his cleverer 
cacophonous travesties, Helen 
Grayco and Freddy Morgan han- 
dling the comedy lyrics. 

Ella Fitzgerald: ‘“‘The Beanbag 
Song”-““Lonesome Gal” (Decca). If 
“Beanbag” makes the grade, it'll 
be on the basis of Miss Fitzgerald's 
version. A superlative rhythm 
stylist, she gives this side the same 
swinging quality which made her 
“A Tisket A Tasket” a smash. On 
the reverse, Miss Fitzgerald scores 
with an okay blues item, the Sky- 
Jarks vocal group and Sy Oliver’s 
rhythm combo backing. Teresa 
Brewer’s solid version of 
*“Lonesome Gal” for London also 
rates attention. 

Stuart Hamblen: “My Life With 
You”-“Old Glory” (Columbia). | 
Hamblen, folk artist who cleffed | 
“It's No Secret,” comes up with | 
another number with -strong pos-| 
sibilities for the pop market. A 
lova ballad,. “Life With You” is 
assetted by its simple melody and 
sincere lyric. Flipover is another | 
Hamblen tune on a patriotic theme, 
Hamblen delivering the vocal with 
a pleasing prairie style. 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By HERM SCHOENFELD 


| “Vanity,” a fine torch item. 








Hadda_ Brooks: “Vanity” - “It 
Hadda Be Brooks” (London). Miss 
Brooks is one of the better blues 
stylists on wax and she scores 
strongly with her treatment of 
Side 
rates plenty of jock and juke spins. 
On the reverse, pianist Jack Pleis 
dishes up a driving boogie-boogie 
solo with rhythm accompaniment. 

George Cates Orch: “There's 
More Pretty Girls Than One”- 
“Down By the Old Zuyder Zee” 
(Coral). Cates comes up with a 
standout deck in “Pretty Girls,” 
an Ozark-flavored ballad with a 
catchy waltz beat and lyric. Cates’ 
warm baritone is neatly backed by 
the Mellomen choral group. Re- 
verse is a bright folk-styled dance 
item, the Heartbeats choral group 
handling the yodelling vocal. 

Kitty Kallen-Richard Hayes: 
“Aba Daba Honeymoon’’-“I Don’t 
Want To Love You” (Mercury). 
Miss Kallen and Hayes once again 
blend neatly “on this change-of- 
pace coupling. ‘““Honeymoon,” from 


the Metro pic, “Two Weeks With 


Love,”’ is socked across in snappy 
rhythm style with the clever lyric 
cutely framed by the duet, George 
Siravo orch backing up. Flip solid- 


'ly rides on a slow tempo, Jimmy 


Carroll’s orch backing the duet. 

Jimmy Wakely-Les_ Baxter 
chorus: ‘‘Beautiful Brown Eyes’- 
“At The Close of a Long Long 
Day” (Capitol). “Brown Eyes” is 
still another tune hailing from 
the backwoods but with a potent 
pop commercial quality. Wakely 
vocals it straight with Baxter’s 
orch and chorus lending color to 
this lilting item. Rosemary Clooney 
also has a likely version for Co- 
lumbia, the songstress handling a 
three-part harmony. On the Capitol 


| flip, Wakely and Baxter's chorus 


join in another pleasing produc- 
tion. 
Album Reviews 


Charlotte Greenwood - William 
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Eythe-David Burns-George Jonze- | 


yans-William Redfield-Priscilla Gil- 


‘numbers delivered by George Jong- 


lette-Barbara Ashley: “Out of This | 


World” (Columbia). Full score of 
Cole Porter’s current legit musical, 


“Out Of This World” has been at- | 


tractively packaged by Columbia 
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| the 





| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
‘ 
| 


| 


| 


| 


| 


| 
' 


> 
5 a ’ 
; & 2 # 5 8 
gales, based on reports obtained ¥ a = 3) 1S) 
oy MA =] 3) 
from leading stores in 12 cities a Yo r=] 2 "la 
ri iv 3B 3 313/95 
and sewn. eomparenes sales s be E g | Abe 5 2. Ss 5 T 
rating for this and last week. & > Sleileitlaiszi_| 0 
S/Slelelalaigisle« si3o3/|T 
Sie lol BIL Il al&lealieié s 1A 
HiFi SIizZl sSIsIig is lBlslsi zl 
: Bel lel Telos IS1e]4/ 3] i 
ami ft. nd - 4 + a | 
National Week Ending = & | o| ./a/t = |g 3|4 3 2 | Pp 
Rating Feb. 3 Esl si= lei Cleis8lols] a] se! oe 
eD. »)/ SiS) 8/2 /Slsiele;Bsisiz| f 
© | SiS ifieisi/aiala 3/|N 
This Last Pisie iS ici a\% 5 gig =| 7 
wk. _wk. Title and Publisher zZiO/ S/S vie ieisix Sik | § 
11 “Tennessee Waltz” (Acuff-R)..... 1 1 1 121 #2 1 212 #21 1 1 120 
“2. 2 “My Heart Cries for You” (Massey) 2 2 2 3 2 3 +3 3 2 2 2 3 103 
3.5 “You're Just in Love” (Berlin)... 6 3 7 4 4 5 4 2 4 5 3... 7% 
a. US eee s,s S3:% 3-4 © 8 EFM & 
S. 3 “Be.My Love” (Miller)........... @ 4 4. 2..j 2 2' 5 7 & 4 65 
“6 6 “Harbor Lights” (Chappell)......  . 2... © 2. oe © 6 41 
“7 7 ~~ “Bushel and a Peck” (Morris). S .:s Y Se ee 30 
“8 8 “Nevertheless” (Chappell)...,... 4) 6 8: 7% & ie ee 22 
“9 12 “It Is No Secret” (Duchess)...... 4 7 8 8 we 45 tan = OO 
10 9 “Roving Kind” (Hollis).......... 8 oe +s aes i Se we 
ii 8 “The Thing” (Hollis)............ 5 ? 10 9 10... 516 
12A “Zing Zing Zoom Zoom” (Robbins) ae 6 9 9 Toe 
12B “Petite Waltz” (Duchess)......... r 5 69 4 . 7 
13. 13 “So Long” (Folk-W):............ 10... 2s Ss. 6 -. 9 
14. 10 “¥You’ve Chosen Me” (Laurel)... 10 10 8 8 8 








in a 14-sided original cast album. 
Charlotte Greenwood, show’s star, 
registers nicely on a brace of num- 
bers, including ‘“Nobody’s Chasing 
Me,” although Miss Greenwood's 
full comedy impact needs visualiza- 
tion. Other standout number of the 
show, “Use Your Imagination,” is 
handled in impressive fashion by 
Priscilla Gillette, who also scores 
on the big ballad, “I Am Loved.” 
Barbara Ashley’s rendition of 
“Where, O Where” is good in a 
musical comedy style as are the 


eyans, William Redfield and David 
Burns, It’s a good score with sev- 
eral standout tunes but not Por- 
ter’s best. Pembroke Davenport ba- 
tons the background orch. 


Dick Contino - Dewey Bergman 


accordionistics get a full showcas- 





Top Songs on TV, 
Week of Jan. 26-Feb. 1 
‘Alphabetically Listed) 
(Based on copyrighted Au- 
dience Coverage Index and 


Audience Trend Index, pub- 
lished by Office of Research, 


Inc., Dr. John G. Peatman, 
director.) 

ee Per ee: See Shapiro-B 
Heart Cries for You Massey 
Nevertheless .«...-Chappell 
Tennessee Waltz...... Acuff-R 
You're Just in Love... .Berlin 


5 Top Standards 
Caravan ... American 
How About You ... BMI 
I'm Chasing Rainbows. Robbins 
Star TM on wo cc de os, ee 
Irish Eyes Smiling. ..Witmark 





ing in the Victor three-disk set. 
Ranging from the pyrotechnics of 
“Sabre Dance” 


indicates the dimensions of Con- 
tino’s virtuosity on his jnstrument. 
Solidly backcd by Dewey Bergman 
batoning an orch and chorus, Con- 


A . 6“ : o 66 { ‘ * * { 
tino delivers “Roman Guitar,” “El| Wingy Manone’s new six-piece 


Relicario,” ‘Peggy O'Neil,” “Beer 
Barrel Polka.” 


On the Upbeat 


Continued from page 44 = 


Pieper set for Melody Mill, Chi, 
March 14... Don Ragon pencilled 
into Indiana Roof, Indianapolis, 
Feb. 23... Don Reed -band set 














\for Roosevelt Hotel, New Orleans, 


May 3 with Martinique Ballroom 
likely roost in between .. . Eddie 
South back in operation after year- 
and-half layoff with location stand 
at Blue Note this week .. . George 
Sterney to Hollenden Hotel, Cleve- 


to the dance | 
|tempo of “Tea For Two,” this set | 








motion for his scheduled 12-city 
summer theatre-terpery tour... 


winds up his Pittsburgh engage- 
ment ... Frank Vecely, Jr., drum- 
mer with Artie Armnell’s orch, is 
at the Deshon Veterans Hospital 
in Butler, Pa., for treatment ... 
Frances Gill subbing at organ in 
Hotel Sheraton’s Cocktail Lounge 
for Russell Haydn, who is con- 
valescing from a siege of virus 
pneumonia , .. Billie Holiday 
booked into Copa for eight days 
beginning next Monday (12)... 
bands of Maurice Spitalny and Joe 
Morrone played annual March of 
Dimes Ball here for tenth straight 
year . . Skip Nelson, former 
Glenn Miller vocalist who lives in 





| TV. 


Pittsburgh, making a comeback via 
He's been signed for two 10- 
|minute shots a week on WDTV... 


| Bill Green’s town’s No. 1 dancery, 


| down to just week-end operation, 
until after Easter. 





Pee Wee Hunt and his band have 
been booked into the Plantation, 


|Eva Mae Hopkins, exec secretary | Houston nite spot for Feb. 16 and 


for the last decade, resigned her 


| post. 


| 


|crew current at Ciro’s Frisco, at , 


| $1,200 per week. . 


night at the Tiffany Club here, 
starting April 6, at $4,000 weekly, 


| 





Kansas City 
Billy Williams orch opened at 


the Kansas City Club Feb. 1, mov- | 


|ing over from Eddy’s Restaurant 
... Tony DiPardo moved in behind 
Williams at Eddy’s 


. Louis Arm- | 
| strong combo booked for a fort- | 


} 


a Jimmy | 


| Tucker orch out of the Southern | 


| 


‘hotel, Colorado Springs . . . Gor- 
don Dudero currently has a crew 


land, Feb. 22 for one month . . ,|in the Southern Mansion ... Joe 


Tiny Hill set for Orpheum theatre, | Vera orch now 


| Omaha, March 30, for one week... 


| Billy 


Daniels tentative at Chez 


in its second 
straight year in El Casbah of the 
_Hotel Bellerive , . . Fisher and 


| Paree, March 2... Mutual Enter- | Marks, after their date at El Cas- 


|tainment has pacted Ben Arden 
‘quartet, now in fifth month at Sky 
|Club, Aurora... Big Three Trio 
|set for Capitol Lounge, Chi, Feb. 
8... Gene Autry etched “Sonny 
jthe Bunny,” penned by ‘Macy vee- 
pee Tom Johnston, for Easter re- 
lease. Tune was cut here last week 
|. . . Hugo Malan set for Deschler- 
_ Wallack, Columbus, Feb. 8 for one 
month . .. Orchester Charlie Spi- 
vack hosted luncheon for local con- 
tactmen last week .. . Will Back 
'goes to Flame, Duluth, Feb. 9... 
Les Brown planing in from Coast 
for date at Drury College, Spring- 
‘field, Mo., March 16, following at 
_Pla-Mor, Kansas City, March 17, 


| Hollywood 


Muggsy Spanier inked for four 
frames, starting April 23, at the 
Hangover Club, San Francisco, at 


urday night at the Palladium was 
the terpery’s best non-holiday Sat- 
urday night crowd in three years 
Duke Ellington opens Feb. 15 at 
the Thunderbird, Las Vegas . . 

















Vol’s “Music of the Century” short 
, $0 it can be used as advance pro- 


t ‘ 


$1,750 per week ... Ralph Flana- | 
gan’s 5,000 payees on his first Sat- | 


UI arranging release of Frank De-| 


| bah, headed for the Triton hotel, 
| Rochester, N. Y., and follow that 
_with stand at Charles Club, Balto. 
Charley Chaney set for the 
| Mapes hotel, Reno, opening Feb, 
| 16 for a fortnight ... Shep Fields 
| orch takes over in the Terrace 
| Grill of Hotel Muehlebach, first 
| date here for Fields who replaces 
Griff Williams crew . . . Stan Ken- 
ton orch set for one-nighter in the 
Pla-Mor Ballroom Feb. 10, 





Pittsburgh 


With addition of pianist Dodo 
Marmarosa, Ben Ribble’s band at 
William Penn Hotel's Terrace 
Room now has four Local 60 men. 
The others are Clyde Bellin on 
trumpet; Al Cord on sax and Lou 
Blumer on drums. They all in- 





ithe job to take date at Broadmor | 


Mansion after more than a year on | 


to the president of local 47 AFM | 17. 
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NEW REVIVALS 
‘I Don’t Mind 
Being Ali Alone’ 


‘Exactly Like You’ 
ae 


Standards by 
Jimmy McHugh 























BE MY LOVE 


“THE TOAST OF NEW ORLEANS 





recorded by 
RAY ANTHONY ............Capitol 
LES BROWN .............. Columbia 
BILLY ECKSTINE ............M-G-M 
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RING'S 
“COMEDY SONG GUIDE" 
Contains (600 of the world’s best known 


COMEDY SONG TITLES 
classified as te type, date, publisher, ete. 





tend to travel with Ribble when he | 


Indispensable to the Profession 
Sent Postpaid $2.00 


RING'S, 1654 Cherokee 
Hollywood 28, Calif. 




















Ballad Sleeper of 1951 


THEN CAME THE DAWN 


By MANNY (SMITTY) SMITH, JOE SCHUSTER, JOHNNY TUCKER 
| OSTROW MUSIC PUB. CORP., 1650 Broadway, New York 19, N. Y. 
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Atlantic City Earmarks 2376 Pub-Ad 
Budget to Bally Resort in Fiscal Year 


Atlantic City, Feb. 6. 
Resort will spend $237,465 for 
promotional and advertising cam- 
paign this year, according to fig- 
ures revealed in the proposed city 


budget, an $11,005,569.14 all-time | 


igh. 

Of this total, $3),140 is for sal- 
aries in the city press bureau, 
manned by Mall Dodson as direc- 
tor of advertising and city promo- 
tions, and Lou Cunningham, in 





+2 
i 


'Herth’s Nitery Tour 
Cancelled by Illness 


Organist Milt Herth is recover- 
,ing from an attack of.acute appen- 
'dicitis at the Medical Arts Hos- 
| pital, N. Y. He was taken ill in 
|New York Thursday (1) on the eve 
lof his departure to fill a string of 
|nitery dates. 

Herth was to: have opened this 


N.Y. Copa Seeks Eckstine 
To Follow Martin & Lewis 


Deal is underway for Billy Eck- 
stine to play the Copacabana, N.Y. 
Singer is yet to set pact with Julie 
Podell and Jack Entratter, opera- 
tors of the nitery. Under current 
plans Eckstine would go in follow- 
ing current run of Frankie Laine. 





Copa has already signed Jimmy 
Durante to start March 29 and 
, Martin & Lewis for May 3. 





| 
| 


Cate Circuit 


Plenty Headaches Loom for AGVA Ba. 


With Financing, 17, 


’* 


Tax Bite Chief Items 





Lena Horne’s Philly Date 
Delayed by Laryngitis 


Lena Horne’s opening at the} 





for Thursday (31) was delayed one 
| day because of laryngitis. 

| $§pot’s operator, Harry Steinman, 
| planed into New York Thursday | 


Variety Artists 


Latin Casino, Philadelphia, slated tg wind today 


charge of city publicity, Another | week at the Avalon Club, Lafay- 
$18,575 is for expenses incidental | gtte, Ind. Thereafter he was booked 


Expected pyrotechnics will be 
delayed at the American Guild of 
national board 
meeting current at the Victoria 
hotel, N. Y. Confab, which started 
Monday (5) was originally slated 
(Wed.). However, 
it may continue until Friday. First 


| two days were taken up by reperts 


of various officers and branch 
heads. Formation of an agenda will 


Sparks are expected to fly on 


when he learned of possibility that | follow. 
Mulled for P b singer might not open. He at-| 
eoAke. tempted to get Jimmy Durante OF | ceveral matters, principally on the 





to the bureau,. where two photog- 
raphers and several secretaries are 
busy 12 months of' the year pro- 
moting the city to out-of-town inter- 
ests. 

For other purposes $187,750 is 
set up. 
scores of events with $120,000 to be 
spent for newspaper and magazine 
ads. 

Business interests are kicking in 
some $80,000 for mid-winter pro- 


motion, which means that a pool of | 


some $200,000 is ereated to be used 
for out-of-town advertising. Hotels 
spend almost as much of their own 
funds. 

Second largest single item in the 
advertising fund is $11,000 set up 
for radio shows and line charges, 
etc. This is a big jump over last 
year, When only $1,963.03 was set 
aside and only $163.43 used. 

Sei o for special features and 
promotions is $5,500. This does not 
include $1,200 for a clam contest; 


| for two weeks at the Manor House, 
' Terre Haute; a fortnight at the 
| American Legion Club, Clinton, Ia., 


| and a month’s stand at the Windsor | 


‘hotel, Hamilton, Ont. 





This sum is used to finance | 


Mwkee Record 


Milwaukee, Feb. 6. 
Hildegarde, winding up her en- 
'gagement at the Empire Room of 
|the Schroeder hotel here today 
|(Thurs.), will have broken all box- 
| office records for the room, Room 
| played to capacity for 10 days, and 
'when engagement was extended for 
another two days, hotel’s switch- 
board was jammed, with the result 
that all available space was sold 





For Hildegarde 


San Juan, P. R., Feb. 6. 

Leon Newman, of the Newman 
agency, N. Y., is currently in San 
|Juan exploring the possibilities of 
setting up a Caribbean cafe cir- 
cuit. It’s currently planned to line 
up a series of cafes in this city, 
Cuba, Ciudad de Trujillo, Domini- 
can Republic, and elsewhere so 
that an act can play the winter 
season consecutively in these parts. 

Big obstacle to getting acts in 
this region is the high transporta- 
| tion costs from New York. Under 
| current plans, it’s expected that 
; cafe operators going in for this 
| plan would pro-rate transportation 
;expenses so that talent costs will 
| be lowered for the individual op- 
| erator. 
| Newman is expected to confer 
| with Dominican officials within a 
|few days in an attempt to further 
{the plan. If setup goes through, 
; Newman will book the acts out of 
| New York. 





1% salary tax which went into ef- 








| some other headliner, but was un- | 
| able to do so. The Latin Casino | fect Feb. 1. The board is expected 
| played without a headliner that | «9 consider the petitions against 
| evening. the measure collected by a Refer- 
' | endum committee, which is seeking 
° | te put the levy to a nationwide 
a Wea er its ‘membership vote. Opposition to 
| measure is expected to come from 
'. | various out-of-town branches which 
| have, so far, refused to ratify the 
Houston Rodeo ** i= 
| Another flareup is expected on 
| the question of unionizing Radio 
Houston, Feb. 6. | City Music Hall, N. Y. A contract 
Everett Colburn’s World~Cham- | between AGVA and the Hall has 
pionship Rodeo, starring Bill | been practically agreed upon, but 
(Hopalong Cassidy) Boyd and Ten- | national board will have to okay 
nessee Plowboy Eddie Arnold, and , the proposal that Music Hall cho- 
| its twin event, the Houston Stock | rus be allowed to join the union 
| Show, got off to the worst start in| without paying initiation fees. 
|its 19-year history. | More friction is expected on re- 
| Opening day (Jan. 31) was smack | tention of Jimmy Lyons as exec 
|in the middle of the city’s worst | secretary of the N. Y. branch. One 
hail storm in he years, + ae the | faction seeks his removal. 
thermometer plunging to 15, prac- | i 
tically unheard of in these sub-| sis cet ; 2” Faeyr! 


$2,500 for Palm Sunday and 
Easter Sunday promotion; $1,000 
for a Memorial Day Fashion Show; “nloitati j il- 
$800 for a bicycle fashion festival; fo Ba igay eaten Bog gg 
$900 for Hydrangea week festival; | went all out for the hometown girl. 
$1,000 for Honeymoon week; $5,000 | Gimbel’s dept. store, where chan- 
for Headliner and National Press | toosey worked at the notions coun- 
Photographers awards and $2,500 {ter years ago, ran huge ads pegged 
for Christmas lighting and the | on the fact that singer would make 
Christmas week sports festival, lan appearance at the store. 


plus a number of smaller items. The City council passed a reso- 


out in less than three hours. 





More Concert Coin 


Publicity campaign was one of | 


|are the most consistant users of 
| American acts, 


| tropical parts. At dawn that day | 
a fire that destroyed $1,000,000 | 
worth of property in the heart of | 
‘ ; downtown broke out. | 
Caribe Hilton, San Juan, Jack’s| Parade chairman Glenn Mc- | 
Cafe, both San Juan, and the | Carthy cancelled the annual caval- | 
| Juaraga hotel, Ciudad fle Trujillo jeade of stars and cowboys down | 
Main street, set for opening day. | 
Special matinee skedded as a free | 
show for 4,500 underprivileged and | 
handicapped kids, played before a ' 
scant 1,000. The usual elaborate 


| It’s reported that cafe operators 
would like to get more U. S. talent 
in order to hypo tourist trade. The 





among some members is that a 
guaranteed employment’ clause 
should, have been inserted, even 
at the expense of lower minimums, 


The board is also expected to 
take action to strengthen the wel- 
fare and insurance funds. In this 
respect, the Theatre Authority set- 
up will get a blasting. AGVA has 
been asked to rejoin TA. It’s ex- 
pected that no action on this point 


As against a $5,000 appropriation 
last year, all of it spent, $7,500 is 
set aside this year for orchestra 
concerts. This was tried for a first 
time last spring and fall when Wil- 
liam Madden, hotel orchestra lead- 
er, organized a group of local mu- 
— for free concerts on the 
Walk. 

The idea didn’t go over too well. 
Rain and hot weather either can- 
celled or put a damper. on both 
audience and musicians. Finally 


(Continued on page 51) 


Josephine Baker Set 





‘lution signed by the Mayor, wel- 
'coming her to town. She was given 
| a life membership in the District 
| Attorney’s Assn. of Wisconsin. 
Membership scroll was signed by 
|Gov. Walter Kohler, Jr., Justice 
|John E, Martin, of the Wisconsin 
/supreme court, and State’s Attor- 
i'ney General Vernon W. Thomson. 
Milwaukee Assn. of Commerce 
| gave her a certificate of meritorius 
service, In addition, virtually 
every major Milwaukee firm took 
(out newspaper ads welcoming the 
chantoosey. 

Aggregate newspaper space was 
| probably the largest given any the- 





Marjane, Salvador Hassle 





| slated to open this month, 
| center of an international inciden 
| here and abroad, 

Because of an item published in 
/a Broadway column last week to 
| the effect that Marjane, who is to 
| be the preem attraction at La Vie 
was allegedly a_ collaborationist 
during the last war, libel suits are 


International Incident \time by an hour. 


La Vie En Rose, Monte Proser’s 


Cots. SSTIER 08 3. 55% ‘_ po |and crowds picked up, although to fully carry out the union’s pro- 


t | every feature, including the carni- 
| which is having repercussions both | V4! stands to run far behind pre- 


| atrical personality ever to play Mil- | being threatened. Roger Bernheim, 
waukee, even though most of the | manager for Henri Salvador, who 





first night found many distin- | will be taken, but other reverfiue- 


’ ° | guished visitors, including Gov. | Producing means will be sought. 
At P roser sLa Vie Looms | Shivers, snowed out. Several acts| Question of union financing is 


| were also delayed, 


cutting show still one of the most important mat- 
ters to come under discussion. Ad- 
Midway in its 12-day run, how-! ministration contends that around 


ever, the weatherman relented $700,000 annual income is needed 


gram of providing protection and 
service to members. Currently, in- 
| vious years. come runs to $500,000 annually, 

Hit of the Rodeo show is Arnold, | and administration hopes that the 
| who elicits thundering kudos with 1% tax will be passed to make up 
| his yodeling, ballading and friendly | the difference. 


patter. He is backed by Oklahoma 
Heavy Advance Prompts 





Wranglers, hillbilly quintet. 
Hoppy, anticipated by thousands 

of local kids and oldsters, proved 

that he’s better er video or in pix 








To Double Between 
N.Y. Theatre and Cafe 


Josephine Baker will return to 
New York in a doubling capacity. 
Negro chantoosey, who for more 
than a decade has been a name on 
the Continent, has been signed to 
do one show nightly at the Monte 
Proser Cafe theatre opening 
around March 8, and will simulta- 
neously play the Strand theatre, 
N. Y¥., March 2. Ned Schuy-. 
ler. Miss Baker’s manager, 1s cur- 
rently in New York working on 
both deals. 

Miss Baker, who has been absent 
from the U. S. for many years, 
made an appearance recently in 
Cuba, where she was signed by 
Schuyler for his Copa City, Miami 
Beach. She clicked in that spot, 
and as a result, interest among 
bonifaces was excited. Shortly 
after the war, deal was on for Miss 
Baker to go into La Martinique, 
N. Y., on a percentage deal, but 
Satistactory terms couldn't be 4r- 
ranged. 

\liss Baker would start her the- 
atre stand around March 2 and go 
into the Cafe Theatre as headliner 
in conjunction with the tab produc- 
tion of the legit musical, “Billion 
Dollar Baby,” which has Jackie 
Gleason in the comedy lead. Miss 
Baker will not appear as part of 
the tab, but would have her own 
Special show. Time for Miss 
Biker’s sesh hasn’t been deter- 
Mined as yet. 


Hazel’s London Cafe Date 


Hazel Scott has been signed for 
'o weeks at the Astor-Colony, 
London, at $2,000 next month. 

Following that stand she'll do 
Several theatre dates in the British 
ISles and will go on a concert tour 
that will take her to the Scandi- 
1 ‘ian peninsula and possibly to 


rue] 





Schroeder hotel ads were of the 
{small teaser type. 
| Hildegarde follows her Schroe- 
'der stand with a date at Loew’s 
| Orpheum, Omaha, Feb. 9, for a full 
‘week. Brandies Dept. Store is mak- 
jing a tieup with Hildegarde, which 
‘is resulting in large advertising and 
‘publicity space in the Omahx. press. 





Champ Charles Fronting 





Heavyweight champ _ Ezzard 
‘Charles is fronting for Snooky’s 
| cafe, a midtown N. Y. nitery, which 
|is making a bid for the town’s 
_ Negro cafe patronage. Show 
‘there includes Jack Spatz, Charles 
| Stewart, Phyllis Branch and the 
| Martha Sue trio. ; 

| It’s the only midtown nitery 
' with an all-Negro show. Only other 
' colored floorshows in New York 


‘are in Harlem and the Savannah | 


club in Greenwich Village. 
| Joe Louis at one time fronted a 
‘Negro nightspot in Harlem, but 


venture folded because of Louis’ 
| infrequent appearances. 
| , 


N. E. Theatrical Agents 


Rename Cogert Prexy 

_ Boston, Feb. 6. 
| Henry Cogert was reelected 
_ president of Theatrical Agents of 





New England, at its annual election _ was in another part of the club, | 


|meeting. Henry Drake was named 
| Veepee; Peg Norton, secretary. an 
| Jacy Collier, treasu.er. Board will 
comprise, 
‘ficers, Danny White, Billy Waldron 
and Jack Ford. 
Board will also include Sam Sil- 
verman and Ray ullin, president 


‘and v.p. respectively of the Rhode | 


Island Agents Assn.. which com- 
bined with the New England setup 


jsome time ago. 


Snooky’s N.Y. Nitery, 


in addition to the of- | 


| was originally set to open La Vie, 
but whose date was later post- 
poned to permit Marjane to bow, 
is claimed to have cabled him if 
Marjane played this spot, Salvador, 
“as a true Frenchman, will not 
honor his contract.” 

Proser_ says that Roger Bern- 
heim sent the cable without Salva- 
dor’s authorization. Furthermore, 
according to Proser, Marjane aided 
the French underground movement 
during the war with heavy finan- 
cial contributions. Proser says 


Ladoucette, a three-time winner of 
the croix de guerre who was an as- 
sistant to the leaders of the Paris 
Resistance during the war. 

Marjane is slated to arrive in 
N. Y.~today (Wed.). 





St. Loo Cafe Men Kill 
Each Other in Pistol Duel 


St. Louis, Feb. 6. 


| Sam Morfia, who recently opened 
the Club Mocambo, a midtown 
nitery, and Benny Greenberg, 
| tavern owner and fight promoter, 
| shot and killed ecch other Wed- 
nesday (31) in the club, following 
la quarrel over the serving of 
‘drinks after closing hours. From 
witnesses cops learned that Green- 
| berg and two others were standing 
iat the bar when Greenberg asked 
|a bartender to serve drinks. 
| When he refused Morfia, 





who 


approached Greenberg and the 


d | others and asked them not to start | 


any trouble. 


Morfia, after being felled by a bul- 
‘let fired at Greenberg as he lay 
‘on the floor. Greenberg was shot 
in the head and three times in the 
body. Morfia was shot in the chest 
and shoulder. Cops who examined 


than as a rodeo star. Playing be- 
fore a finicky audience, accustomed 


(Continued on page 51) 


N.O. Beverly Continuing 
Nitery Sans Casino 


New Orleans, Feb. 6. 
Beverly Country Club, New Or- 





Extra Toronto Showing 
For Gracie Fields 


Toronto, Feb. 6. 


With flood of mail orders guar- 
anteeing a sellout at Massey Hall 
(2,765) for the projected Friday 
(9) one-nighter, Gracie Fields has 
| consented to an extra Saturday 
! (10) night performance to take 





she’s the wife of Baron Charles de | 


leans, will continue as a nitery op-;| care of existing mail orders, plus 
eration despite its casino having; heavy window sale, that would 
been shuttered by local authorities. | seem to ensure a sellout for the 
Gaming activity in Jefferson Par-| second night. 

ish was nixed last week by Sheriff Enroute to the Coast, where she 
Frank Clancy, who stated that the plans to sell her Santa Monica 
casinos have been ordered to stay home and then inake her headquar- 


closed. 
Kastel and Carlo Marcello, latter 
two who own shares in the Beverly, 
face possible contempt citations be- 
cause of refusal ‘to answer some 
questions by Sen. Kefauver’s Sen- 
j;ate Crime Investigating Commit- 
| tee. 





Romo Vincent has been signed 
fer the new show at the Beverly 
| starting tomorrow ‘(Tlur .). 


| ‘Borschtcapades’ Neat 


| $17,600 in Miami Beach 


Miami Beach, Feb. 6. 

| “Borschtcapades of 1951” a big 
click here at the Roosevelt theatre, 
with house scaled to $4.31 top. 





Opening Jan. 24, revue did $17,- | 


600 on first week’s run. 
} 





Rose Murphy’s New Brit. Tour 
London, Jan. 30. 

Rose Murphy, «who scored a big 
‘hit on her British tour last year 


Then the shooting started and ; in cabaret, revve and vaudeville, | 
, is due back in March to start a new 


| vaude tour. 

| Her opening date will be at the 
Glasgow Empire March 26. Subse- 
quently, her Moss Empire circuit 
tour will take her to Edinburgh, 


Clancy, along with Phil | 


ters at her villa on the Isle of 
| Capri, Miss Fields will play such 
Canadian dates as Hamilton, Brant- 
_ford and London, Ontario. On her 
| Sixth visit to Toronto, Miss Fields 
has an companion her ‘teen-aged 
| niece, Grace Wakefield, daughter 
' of Dougie Wakefield, one of Brit- 
ain’s top comedians. Her accom- 
panists on the quickie Canadian 
| tour are two Toronto artists, Barry 
| Townsley at piano and Margaret 
| Lewis on accordion. 





} 
‘ 


Army Training Nudging 
_ Grcuses Out of Armories 


Indoor cirucses are being hard 
_hit by the present war emergency. 
Outfits that had been staging shows 
in various armories are fincing few 
| such spot available, with most of 
them now serving as National 
Guard training centers. 

Generally, it's not feasible to put 
on circuses _in autitoriums because 
of the vast amount of floor space 
/to build three rings. Some towns 

have conventjon halls that are 
suitabie, but generally, circus 
promoters will have to skip many 


the two weapons say that at least | Newcastle, Birmingham and Liver- stands because of unavailability of 
| nine shots were fired in the duel. . pool. . 


the armoriés. 


Wednesday, February 7, 195] 














Next Engagement 


STRAND THEATRE, 


Opening MARCH 2 
Premier MARCH 8 





(Doubling) in 


MONTE PROSSER’ 


New Theatre Cafe, New York 


(1 A. M. Show Only) 

















































WALTER WINCHELL 


“Josephine Baker's applause at Copa City is the most deafening, prolonged 
and sincere we ever heard in 40 years of show biz. A one-gal show, 
with exquisite gowns, charm, magic and big time zing. In two words: A 


Star... 


GEORGE BOURKE 
Miami Heraid 

“La Baker ... has almost unlimited tal- 
ents and magnetism—not forgetting for 
@ moment the natural draw of her truly 
fantastically beautiful and limitless 
wardrobe ... She's money in the bank— 
and plenty of it—to any show line-up 
she graces ... What is her forte? We 
guess it is that rare combination of tal- 
ent and graciousness and pure natural 
rhythm and_ dynamic friendliness and 
talent... that electrifies an audience." 


JACK BELL 


Miami Herald 
"Let me say softly but fervently she's 
terrific..." 


EARL WILSON 


New York Post 
"One of the greatest acts I've ever 
seen..." 


NICK KENNY 
New York Daily Mirror 


PAUL M. BRUUN 
Florida Sun 


“The opportunity to see Miss Baker take 
Miami Beach by storm was one of the 
highlights of my newspaper career... 
Lou Walters phoned me from his Latin 
Quarter in New York City to let him 
know how Josephine Baker did on her 
return... this is to advise Lou that her 
return was a monumental triumph both 
for Miss Baker and for show business. If 
cafes and clubs throughout this conti- 
nent DON'T grab her for their city's 
premiere then | am a very bad judge of 
what the cafe public enjoys...° 


SOPHIE TUCKER 


"Show business is honored with another 
great..." 


HY GARDNER 
New York Herald Tribune 


“The most exciting, sexotic cafe person- 
ality in years...” 


"Something to remember ... her whimsy, 
charm, lovely singing voice .. . amazing gift 


of a ... her 
watch Te 


gowns leave you limp... 
evision grab her..." 





50 


VAUDEVILLE 


VARIETY 





Wednesday, February 7, 195] 





Night Club Reviews | 


Wedgwood Room, N. Y. 
(WALDORF-ASTORIA HOTEL) 
Liberace, Landre & Verna, Emil 

Coleman Orch, Mischa Borr Orch; 





cover, $2-2.50. 
Liberace repeats the pleasant 
impression he made last year in 


a return engagement currently at 
the Wedgwood Room. He's exceed- 
ingly slick in his work at the piano 


and warm and friendly in his in- 
troes to the tunes. He's likewise 
pleasing in the occasional vocal 


accompaniments he provides to his 


playing 
Music runs the gamut in selec- 
tion. It’s mostly on the pop stand- 


ard side. but Liberace goes at lit 
as seriously as a concerto. The 
range is from Strauss through 
Gershwin to  boogie-woogie, all 
done in a style that leans more 
to the schmaltzy than brittleness. 
He does a highly-entertaining en- 
core by asking tor requests and, 
aiter getting about a dozen titles 


thrown at him, running through 
them ell with skillful segues from 
one tune to the next. His brother, 
George. handles the baton for 
Emil Coleman's orch in providing 
background for the 88ing. 
Spectacular ballroom terpery is 
provided by Landre & Verna, the 
only other turn on the bill. Team 
specializes in lifts and spins, which 
are accomplished with astounding 
ease and grace. Act would be par- 
ticularly good for vauderies where 











See Him Saw 


GARRY 
MOORE 


in Half 


MILBOURNE 
CHRISTOPHER 


GARRY MOORE SHOW 


CBS-TV 
MON. FEB. 12 











they could give full vent to their 
, showmanship with more space ‘in, 
which to operate. | 

Femme’s quite a looker and male | 


/half of the duo is likewise present- | 
‘able. Among the numbers they do 


is a very neat arrangement of “Oh, | 
You Beautiful Doll.” They also! 
have a cute getaway in announc-:! 
ing they're now going to do “the| 
most dangerous and difficult step | 


any man has ever done.” Band 
goes into the wedding march as 
they trip off. 


Coleman’s combo provides the 
usual workmanlike backing for the 
show and dancing, with Mischa 
Borr for the breathers. Herb. 


Oval Room. Boston 


(COPLEY PLAZA HOTEL) 
Boston, Feb. 1. 
Burl Ives; Ranny. Weeks orch 


(8), Bob Taylor Trio. $1.50 cover. 

Burl Ives, husky balladeer of 
Americana, is current lure here and 
is grabbing nifty audience reaction 
during his 25-minute sesh of folk- 
songs. He’s in for two weeks, and 
when caught, room was packed 
with “Burl Ives Club” fans who 
apparently don’t object to his lop- 
ping off his beard as long as his 
songs are basically familiar, a mix- 
ture of laments, whimsies and hu- 
morous ditties. 

However, his entire repertoire is 
greeted with solid appreciation, 
whether advising “Watch the 
Doughnut, not the Hole,” lament- 
ing “When I Was Single,” sung to 
his own guitar accompaniment, or 
“Blow, Ye Winds,” ancient whaling 
industry chant, with vocal back- 
ground supplied by the bandsmen. 
Ditty of a “Little Tin Soldier” who 
bemoans ‘fact he’s priced at 29c. 
and can’t make any time with a 
cute doll on the same shelf because 
of another tin soldier priced at | 
63c, is a cute gimmick and regis- 
ters solidly with diners. Attempt to 
bow off with his trademark, ‘Blue 
Tail Fly,” brings unanimous audi- 
ence participation and Ives returns 
to encore “Bachelor's Life,” a beef 
that “married men ain’t got no 
time to play,” finally .begging off 
with “Hey, Little Blackeyed Susie.” 

Entire stint is solid, with biz 
good. Ranny Weeks batons show, 
while neatly splitting dansapation 
rhythms with the Bob Taylor trio. 

Elie. | 


























Territory. 


Seattle 


Magic Inn Supper Club 
Town and Country Club 
China Pheasant 
Palomar Theatre 
Portland 


Amatos Supper €htb 





- ZENITH 
SISTERS 





Thanks to JOE DANIELS, JERRY ROSS, and LEN MAN- 
TEL for a terrific four months stay in the Northwest 


| PERMANENT ADDRESS 
1545 So. Burnside Ave. 
| Los Angeles 19, Cal. 


Spokane 


B. 0. F. Club 


Vancouver, B. C. 


Hastings Theatre 
The Cave 
Queens Theatre 

















| partment, all of it of 


‘through Rodeo appearances, prove 


Versailles, N. Y. 
Mindy Carson, Johnny Coy, 
Emile Petti’s Orch, Panchito’s 
Rhumba Band; $5 minimum, no 
cover. 








The chi-chi intimacy of a room| 
like the Versailles is something 
to be reckoned with wherein the | 
future of Mindy Carson is con-| 
cerned. Not that she can’t click in| 
a noisy spot like the Copacabana 
—where she has hit, on two oc- 
casions—but it’s just that a cafe 
like the Versailles, with its plush 
background and clientele, seems so 
much more in keeping with her 
quiet, casual, effective style. She 
is topping a bill that includes one 
other act, hoofer Johnny Coy. 

Miss Carson, adopting the 
simple style and sock vocal quality 
that have zoomed her into the 
popularity polls during the past 
year or so, is doing around 20 
minutes of expert entertainment. 
Her routining at the beginning 
could be speeded up, but she soon 
catches on. “Till You” is too slow 


in the No. 2 spot, followed too 
closely by the slow “September 
Song.” Her “If I Were a Bell I'd 
Be Ringing” is a sock pick-me-up, 


followed by “All Things You Are,” 


the very cute “Boutonniere,” a 
strong “Mad About the Boy” and 
the concluding, nifty “Take Love 


Easy.” 

Miss Carson has improved tre- 
mendously in the showmanship de- 
the self- 
effacing quality, with no small fac- | 
tor in her click being that whole-| 
some prettiness that communicates 
itself to the audience from the 
moment she’s on. 

Johnny Coy has some neat, in- 
tricate hoofing steps, and he got 
a neat hand with his wide assort- 
ment of routines. He has a habit 
of overdoing the gestures, and that 
goes for the grimaces, too, but all 
in all he went over neatly with 
the opening-night mob. He should, 
however, never forget that in a 
plush dining room gentlemen 
never remove their jackets, even 
if they are warm. Nick and Arnold 
have never allowed the Versailles 
to become stuffy, but it's still the 
kind of cafe where gentlemen 
never remove their jackets. 

Emile Petti’s orch and Panchito’s 
rhumba band do a neat job for 
the dancing. Kahn. 


Emerald Rim.. Houston 
(SHAMROCK HOTEL) 
Houston, Feb. 2. 

Foy Willing & Riders of the 
Purple Sage, Anita Aros, Bob 
Williams, Henry King’s Orch; $3.50 
minimum. 

The Shamrock’s 
bill in a long time, designed to 
lure visitors in for annual Stock 
Show and Rodeo, is a triple-threat 
hit, and has brought in crowds 
despite the biggest snow storm in 
Houston’s history. 

Foy Willing and his five trouba- 
dors, decked out in Western 
regalia, combine’ the plaintive 
cowboy ballads, “Cool Water,” 
“Tennessee Waltz,” et al. with a 
brace of pop tunes, some lively 
fiddling and a drum-trumpet-song 
turn by Dick Hill. Biggest smash 
of act, however, is tenor Al Sloey, 
who vocalizes “Tennessee Waltz” 
and “Danny Boy.” 

The Riders, familiar to localites 


first three-act 


they can dish out top entertain- 
ment in a swank nitery as well 
as from a ropin’-ridin’ arena. 

Seventeen-vear-old Anita Aros, 
pretty brunet with a nifty figure, 
does a nice turn of fiddling, offer- 
ing gypsy tunes and czardas, plus 
light opera offerings such as Her- 
bert’s “Kiss Me Again.” 

Bob Williams’ dog act, is a sur- 
prise hit that knocks the customers 
in the aisles. 

The three  pooches, » carefully 
trained to disobey the embullient 
Williams’ commands, det the boss 
cut the capers, while they wander 
under the customers’ tables, play 
dead and otherwise behave like 
evervday dogs turned loose. in 
familiar surroundings. Fraz. 


Roundup Rim.. Las Vegas 
(EL RANCHO VEGAS) 
Las Vegas, Jan. 31. 
Martha Stewart & Blackburn 
Twins, Dick Wesson, Cliff Ferre, 
El Ranchoettes (8). Ted Fio Rito 
Orch (10); no cover, no minimum. 


Martha Stewart and 
Blackburn Twins in smart turn, 
along with Dick Wesson’s mobile 
mugging and sharp comedics will 
beckon plenty of traffie into this 
rustic intime room. Show opens 
fast. keeps up pace for allotted 
60 minutes without a letdown, gar- 
nering appreciative laughter and 
“applause throughout. 

Blackburn Twins romp on with 
sparkling “Exactly Like Me” and 
cleating sesh. This gets them into 
“mirror” routine trademark, mas- 
terful terp and panto illusory deal 
to reap rich returns. Miss Stewart's 
intro and quickie sesh of 


Click by 


i 


“Hallelujah” and “Don’t Take Your | 


Love” is prelude for return of 
Twins and some challenge terp- 
ing. “Ballin’ the Jack” shows re- 


laxed warbling and footwork, but) Grover, 


“Movies Are Better Than Ever,” 


and “Baby It’s Cold Outside” wrap | 


up trio’s sock stint for big re-| 
turns. 

Wesson, sandwiching this date 
between pic chores, has put to-' 
gether an okay single for niteries. 
Mobile expressions weave impresh | 
patterns enhanced by clever lines 
on quickies of pic stars Cagney, 
Widmark and Cooper. Exhibs neat 
vocal characterizations on Monroe, 
Laine, Melchior, Daniels, and a 
particularly yockworthy Jane Rus- 
sell. Panto bit of guy attempting 
to crowd into crap game has thin 
windup but holds for laughs be- 
cause of Wesson’s incredible facial 
distortions. 

Cliff Ferre joins Wesson in song 
and impresh bit of Milton Berle, 
also one with twist having Ferre 
asking Wesson to give with the 
funny stuff, but doing it himself 
while comic heckles from audience 
to boffo reaction. 

El Ranchoettes set up two eye- 
filling routines. ‘“‘White Waltz” has 
deft strob illumination, and a 
Spanish number has gals putting 
forth good ensemble precision taps. 
Ted Fio Rito, in for two weeks, 
handles musicues neatly and dishes 
out okay tempos for terpatrons. 

Will. 


Copa City. Miami Beach 
(FOLLOWUP) 
Miami Beach, Feb. 3. 

The needed sock to make the 
current Sophie Tucker-Billy Dan- 
iels show a solid click bizwise, 
was added by Joe E. Lewis, with 
heavy reservations resulting. 

The puckish comic has never 
been in “better form. Offering a 
completely new lineup of special 
material songs and parodies, he 
keeps the yocks mounting, pacing 
himself in that slow, easy style. 

From “Ragmop, I Love You,” 
through a parody on “Shadrack,” 
“Pimlico” medley of college song 
satires and takeoff on “Be Happy. 
Go Lucky,” he continues to build 
with the topper a version of the 
book, “Fractured French,” with 
tribute to Abel Green, the co-au- 
thor, and inevitable leading to lam- 
poon of Gallic singers, “French Is 
Sweeping the Country” for a wrap 
up. Had to beg off. He returns for 
an hilarious finale with Miss 
Tucker, Daniels and the line in a 
“minstrel” idea with the gags go- 
ing wild to La Tucker’s windup 
in a fantastic pair of bloomers. 

Miss Tucker, as per usual, shows 


that vet knowhow in _ her spot 
with group of new songs. Takes 
over the opening slot and gets 


them all the way with her-advice 
on marriage, men, femmes, takeoffs 
on Richman, Cantor, Joe E. Lewis, 
Durante, Ted Lewis, et al.; re her 
upcoming golden jubilee in show 
biz. The windup is her new “My 
Mother’s Sabbath Candles” for 
plenty reaction. Daniels, too, holds 
up his spot with that finger-snap- 
ping, sometimes crooning, some- 
times shouting the pops. With 
accompanist Benny Payne aiding 
major part of the routine, via 
dueting, it adds up to another beg- 
off in a show that has sock all the 
way. Speaking of accompanists, | 
there are three experts on tap in 
Austin Mack's “right hand” key- 


‘ing for Lewis, Ted Shapiro's 
straighting and conducting for 


Miss Tucker and of course, Payne. 
Dave Tyler's orch is excellent on 
show backing, while the Arden- 
Fletcher line handle two neat rou- 
tines in top fashion. Lary. 


Chez Paree, Chi 
Chicago, Feb. 2. 
Jerry Bergen, Paul Gilbert, 
Paul Steffan Dancers (5), Stan 
ich France & Lucielle 
Bartos, Chez Adorables (10), Cee 
Davidson orch (8), Pancho band 
(5); minimum $3.50, cover $1. 


Latest in the series of two-week 
fillers for this spot tries to add 
production values by having their 
acts work throughout the show. 
However, although in several cases 
it works well, finale seems flat. 
Paul Steffan terpers also lose some 
of their impact via dividend rou- 
tines, 

Jerry Bergen, pint-sized comic, 
gets yvocks with his frantic efforts 
to play the violin; gets mixed up 
with a table of Swiss bells, and 
then gets trapped by a xylophone. 
He has a fine double-talk bowoff 
session, haranguing the customers 
until led off by a nurse. 

Paul Gilbert works ,at top speed 
as he rattles off his quips. Young 
comedian has some sharp and 
seemingly new material, but some 
of it is better told at the second 
or third show, rather than for 
family dinner audience. He has 
a good voice, which he might use 
more often and also registers in 
a soft-shoe turn. However, dance 
should be spotted further down 
as it takes the edge off some sen- 
sational balancing tricks with a 
table and chair. Here Gilbert is 
assisted by Bergen, as a waiter, 
perched high on balancing chair. 


| Bergen’s panto plus the work of 


Gilbert has the diners roaring. 





























Steffan dancers score in two 
(Continued on page 52) 
PATRICE JAN 
HELENE and HOWARD 
Currently 
STATLER HOTEL 
CLEVELAND, OHIO 
pance™™ 
,yatind 
cop 
GEORGIA 


HARBERS and DALE 


7TH RETURN ENGAGEMENT 


SHOREHAM HOTEL 


Washington, D. C. 




















Grant’s Riviera 


RESTAURANT AND BAR 


158 W. 44 St., New York LU 2-4488 
WHERE SHOWBUSINESS MEETS 


* TALENT CONTEST * 
MONDAY NIGHTS 


Prize: Professional Engagement 


(Duplicate Prizes Awarded in the Case of Tie 
































Opening February 
BOSTON, 


LORIER 


FIRST AMERICAN APPEARANCE! 


BERTI and SCOTTI 


NOVELTY DANCE DUO 


STUEBEN’S VIENNA ROOM 


, Feb. 22nd to March 7th 


Lowell, Mass. 


8th for 2 Weeks 
MASS. 


CLUB 

















HELD OVER 


BAUM-NEWBORN AGENCY 





TRINI and MANOLO 


Flamenco Dancers Extraordinary 


HAVANA MADRID, New York 





4TH WEEK 


BRyant 9-6377 
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i Vaude, Cafe Dates 


New York 














Hollywood 


Kitty Kallen is set for the Connie Moore opens a two-week- 
Hippodrome, Baltimore, snese ter Thursday (8) at the Riverside, | 
—_— teacenitol N.Y, jy |Reno . . . Ben Blue will return to | 
iow. . . Connie Haines to repeat | Charley Foy’s San Fernando Valley | 
at the Shamrock hotel, Houston, | Supper Club June 1 for an indefi- 

Dorothy Shay goes | nite stand .. . Amanda Randolph 


Feb. 13... 
into the Persian Room for a March | .ooptioned for another fortnight of 
piano-and-vocal chores at Mildred | 


date .. . Nancy Donovan tapped 
| Lucey’s Restaurant ... Ellen Sut- 


for the Hotel Waldorf-Astoria, 
N. Y., March 1. |ton doubling from Zamboanga to 
Billy Gray’s Band Box to pinch-hit 








a | 


7 at latter place for Jacqueline Fon- 

Chicago | taine who is hospitalized by flu... 

, ; we __ -cyn | Clark Dennis bowed at Castle Club 
Entertainment Manager’s Assn. | 7 ee en tne oe ~ ’ 
dinner dance Jan. 29 a success, with Vancouver, last night (Mon.) for a 


quick one-week stand at a flat $1.- 
000 ... Larry Stevens opened at 
the Bar of Music to support hold- 
over Anne Triola . .. Charley Wick 
managing Andy Russell after sing- | 
er and Bullets Durgom parted after 
|seven years. Durgom and Russell 
disagreed about singer’s video ac- 
tivities. | 

Cabot and Dresden, current at 
Cocoanut Grove here, inked for 
four weeks at the Waldorf-Astoria, | 
N. Y., starting March 29, at $1,500 


agents throughout the midwest at- 
tending fespite below zero weather 

Lou Cohan’s taking off for 
Jimmy Nelson opening at Ciro’s, 
Hollywood, next week. Nelson 
signed pact with the William Mor- 
ris office but Cohan remains as 
personal manager . Pastime 
Club, Des Moines, has set the Deep 
River Boys for March 16 and The 
Earls for March 30... Milo Stelt 
and Jack Laurie back from Canada 
after setting new spots for Mutual I 
Entertainment Agency . Alan | per frame . . . Doris Day’s brother, 
Thomas, formerly of McConkey | Paul Kappelhoff, arrived from | 
agency, joined Associated Booking | Cincinnati to join Marty Melcher’s 
taking over act department post | Office to handle deejay promotion 
left vacant when Frank Taylor left | Of Singer’s records : . . Nick Sevano 
to join Charlie Yate’s office in| Sharing Marvin Cane’s personal 
N. Y. management contract with Vic 


Jerry Bergen added to the Chez | Damone as singer's Coast rep. 
Paree bill Feb. 2... Joey Bishop | 
into the Oriental, March 1... Mick- 
ey Sharp held over at the* Bow- 
ery, Detroit . . . Kay Thompson's 
first date for William Morris of- 
fice is the Chase hotel, St. Louis, | 
Feb. 16 with a month stay at the to the trick-riding and vocalizing 
Palmer House, Chi, Feb. 22 .../|of Roy Rogers and Gene Autry, | 
Charlotte Conger and Norma Ser-| they found Hoppy’s short speech | 
rano, formerly of Associated Book-|and “straight” riding atop his 
ing have joined General Artists handsome horse “Topper,” a little 











Houston Rodeo 


mam continued from page 47 





























Corp. |less than what they expected. 
| Midway in the show, officials ar- 
FOSTER AGENCY, LONDON, | ranged for Hoppy to do a little 


official for the 
“Calf Scram- 


more, as honorar, 
popular farm lads’ 


Presents 


To many a kid the sight of the | 
| black Stetson and black-and-white | 
| suited figure atop the white horse 
is enough to set up shrieks of de- 
light. 


a million to produce, was highlight- 
ed by a giant steer auction. at 
which Glenn McCarthy paid $17,- 
800 to a farmhand’s son, Luis 
Reyes, from San Antonio, for the 
| 795-pound Grand Champ steer of 
the show. 











At Present 
Vacationing ir 
Miami, Fla. 





D. & W. Enterprises, Inc. has 
Returning to London, May, 1951 been chartered to conduct a busi- 


Opening Savoy Hotel ‘Ness as theatrical booking agent 
American Representative MILES INGALLS and manager, in New York. 




















A FINE OPPORTUNITY 


For either one person or a part- 
nership of two capable people. 


I feel like retiring from my book- 
ing office and just take care of other 
interests. 


My business is one of the few real 
solid offices of its kind in the Nation 
—serving eight states. Ask anybody. 


Thorough investigation invited— 
but will only consider persons cap- 
able of carrying on as I wish payments 
over a period of time. 


I will stay with buyers until they 
are completely at home in the busi- 
ness. 


JOE DANIELS 


Orpheum Theatre Bldg. 
Seattle 1, Washington 

















ble,” and his popularity picked up. - 


Show, costing approximately half | 


Kilenyi Named Musical 


Director of Remington 


Edward Kilenyi, concert pianist 
and composer, has been named mu- 
sical director of Remington Rec- 
ords, manufacturers of a low-priced 
line of long-play disks. Kilenyi 
leaves for Europe shortly to reor- 
ganize Remington’s disking facili- 
ties there. 

While abroad, he’ll also make 
several recordings for the company. 


STEINMAN MAKING BID 
FOR N.Y. HORSESHOE 


Harry Steinman, operator of the 
Latin Casino, Philadelphia, is 
branching out. He’s currently in 
negotiations for the Diamond 
Horseshoe in the Paramount hotel, 
N. Y., vacated last month by Billy 
Rose. 

Deal is still to be set, inasmuch 
as it’s not definitely known whether 
NBC will take it for a studio. 


Ranny Weeks, Hub Leader 
Returns to Navy Brass 


Boston, Feb. 6. 

Ranny Weeks, Hub maestro cur- 
rently at Copley Plaza Oval Room, 
who hold rank of Lt. Commander, 
USNR, has received his orders to 
return to active duty Feb. 26. Dur- 
ing World War II he was attached 
to the Public Relations branch of 
the navy and his new post will be 
officer-in charge of the Navy Mo- 
bile Caravan skedded for an exten- 
sive tour of all U. S. cities. Ac- 
cording to present plans, tour fig- 
ures to take about two years. 

Bank bows out of Oval Room 
Feb. 20 and sidemen will be ab- 
sorbed in other Marshard units, 
under whose banner Weeks had 
long been a front man. 


Atlantic City 


Continued from page 47 


























with two fall concerts to go they 
were moved bacck until the Christ- | 
mas holidays and then offered in- | 
‘doors to fulfill the musicians’ union 


agreement. 

Just what the city’s press de- 
partment has in mind this year has 
not as yet been disclosed. Because 
of the spring and autumn weather 
here, very humid sometimes, there 
has been considerable agitation 
| for a band instead of an orchestra. 
|Another plan would put the musi- 


‘cians in the Convention Hall ball- . 
room out of the elements, and ad-— 


| mit the public free. . 

| With regard to the Headliners’ 
| frolic for which $5,000 is allocated, 
\the city press boys and members 
'of the local Press club, split over 
the event for many years, have 
buried the hatchet and the club, 
composed of newspapermen and 
former newspapermen, will again 
help stage it this year. 

Interesting item is $5,000 allo- 
cated to the Northside Board of 
Trade to defray in part expenses 
of this group, composed of Negro 
citizens, who endeavor to bring Ne- 
gro conventions here. 

The annual beauty Pageant is 
down for $2,500 which goes for the 
city’s float and other expenses, in- 
cluding prizes, etc. 

All-in-all, the Press’ bureau 
budget is about the same as it was 
last year. 


| Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, N. Y¥., Feb. 6. 

Jean Ellis of Interstate Circuit, 
planed in from Houston for obser- 
vation and rest. 

Virginia Strum in and out of the 
general hospital after major opera- 
tion, recuping at the Variety Clubs 
hospital. 

Bob (Harmonica) Coffey, elated 
over first real good clinic report. 

William Patrick left for Paints- 
ville, Ky., after a month of obser- 
vation here. He will continue rest- 
ing at home before resuming work. 

The annual Sweetheart Hop 
given by the Teen Canteen was a 
sellout at the Town Hall. Enter- 
tainment was followed by a dance 
with music by The Merrymakers, 
local orchestra. Mrs. William 
“Mother” Morris, Sr., was hon- 
orary chairman with Benny Ressler 
doing a top job as emcee. 

Glenn Phillips and Forrest 
Glenn, have joined those upped for 
meals and mild exercise. 

Versey Strum motored back to 
Richmond, Va., after a two-week 
visit with his frau, Virginia, during 
her operation period. 
| Write to those who are ill, 








Chorines Get Nifty Salary Hike 
In AGVA’s New Pact With N.Y. Roxy 


Highest chorus girl salary 


of negotiations between the Roxy 

theatre, N. Y., and the American 

Guild of Variety Artists. 
Settlement was reached Friday 


| (3) after the union threatened to 


} 


! 


} 
} 


call a strike. Signs had been pre- 
pared and chorus lines of several 
cafes had been lined up to picket 
the theatre. Roxy chorus met Fri- 
day noon at the nearby Playgoers 
Club, and worked out terms of ne- 
gotiation. 

Solution finally arrived at calls 
for girls who have previously 
worked there to be hired on a 
preferential basis. Those who have 
worked house for less than six | 
months within the last five years 
were to be hired at $80 weekly. 
Those with an accumulative work 
record of more than six months in 
the past five years are to get $90 
weekly. Former scale called for 
a starting rate of $55 with increases 
every six months to $60, $65 and 
$75 weekly to $110, for a seven-day | 
week, 

Ice chorus was advanced from | 
$75 to $110, for a seven-day week. | 

Major controversy in union’s ne- 
gotiations was a security clause. | 


e y ’ ana 
Union wanted a guaranteed number | & Week's stand 
| London, 


of weeks employment per year. | 
However, because of the flexible | 
Roxy production policy, theatre felt 
it could not agree to such a clause. 


Higher minimums were substituted. | 4 


in| It was reported that the chorus had 
vaude theatre history was written’ some 
|into a contract last week with end! clause feeling that a higher mini- 
‘mum meant little if annual earn- 


terrific battles on latter 


ings were less than _ subsistence 
levels. A walkout might have re- 
sulted had the union persisted on 
guaranteed-employment clause. 
Other clauses include a maxi- 
mum two-day rehearsal period, 
with costume fittings applying to 
rehearsal time. Theatre also agreed 
to confer with the union when per- 
sonnel is discharged and to have 
an AGVA rep present at rehearsals. 
Latter is incorporated in the agree- 
ments because of some ill-feeling 
by some choristers against Gae 
Foster, director of the group. 
Union worked with the Fact 
Finding Committee of the theatri- 
cal unions. Meetings were held 


‘with Solly Pernick of Local 1 of 


the International Alliance of The- 
atrical Stage Employees; Sam Su- 
ber of Local 802 of the American 
Federation of Musicians, and Vince 
De Ennzio, of Local 306, IATSE. 

Agreement between the Roty 
and union is for two years. 





Slater’s British Tour 
Ralph Slater has been signed for 
at the Coliseum, 
starting Feb. 26, after 
which he'll work the British Isles 
for six weeks of one-nighters. 
Hypnotist is booked on percent- 
ge deals in all stands. 











JESSE-JAMES and CORNELL 

















Weeks PLAYED THIS SEASON 
Avg. — LOOKOUT HOUSE, Cov’st’n, Ky. «2 wxs.) 
~. NATIONAL CANADIAN FAIR = (2 weeks) 
(WITH DANNY KAYE) 

sept. 275 — EL RANCHO, Las Vegas (2 WEEKS) 
oct.13  (RPHEUM, Los Angeles 

Nov.1&8 RIVERSIDE, Reno (2 WEEKS) 
Nov.30  CIRO’S,”’ Beverly Hills (2 WEEKS) 
Dec.8 PALOMAR, Seattle 
}Dec. 18 = B. 0. F. LODGE, Spokane 

ie AMATOS, Portland (2 WEEKS) 
jon.11 ~~ APOLLO, New York City 

jon.25 CASINO, Toronto 


Per. Management: EDDIE SMITH, 1560 Broadway, New York 19, N. Y. 
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Night Club Reviews. © 


Continued from page 50 








Chez Paree, Chi 


whirlwind numbers. Chalk-faced 
terpers bear comparison with the 
Jack Cole troupe, but come off 
well in their own original modern 
interpretations larded with jive 
overtones. Although they do some 
sensational slides, best part of 
their work is lost except to ring- 
siders. due to the low floor. Having 


the group work right alter the 
house line is poor routining and 


group would be more effective in 
different spot, 

Dorothy Dorben has two new 
numbers for the line,‘a colorful 
Mardi Gras bit and-.a springlike 
creation as the opener. Rich France 
and Lucielle Bartos get a neat 
hand for their ballet efforts. Cee 
Davidson with a smaller band still 
does nice backing. Stan Grover 
handles vocal backgrounds brisk- 
lv. Pancho spells Davidson with 
rhumba tunes. Zabe. 


Empress Club. London 


London, Jan. 20. 
“Quizzical Follies” with Joan 
Gilbert, George Meaken, The Har.- 
vards (2), Empress Maids (6), 
Jimmy Cummings & Grisha Farel 
Bands: minimum $5. 





The previous giveaway stanza at 
the launching of the Crystal Room 
was so popular, the Scott Bros. are 
repeating the idea. Once again 
they have chosen a prominent TV 
name as emcee, and Joan Gilbert, 
who runs the “Picture Page” pro- 
gram for British Broadcasting 
Corp. 

Current production is less am- 
bitious than its forerunner, and 
the prizes are more modest. It is 

















COZY MORLEY 
“COMEDY SENSATION 
OF THE NATION” 


‘Corn Cob Humor’ 


OPENING 
Monday, February 12th 
ALPINE VILLAGE 
CLEVELAND, OHIO 
Thanks to DICK JACKSON 
SENNES AGENCY 


Personal Management: 


EDDIE SUEZ 
500 Shubert Theatre Bidg. 
Philadelphia, Penna. 


Associate 
BERNIE ROTHBARD 


Phones: 
Kingsley 5-1665 
Pennypacker 5-7083 

















from this aspect at any rate, some- 
thing of a utility program. 

But ‘the show doesn’t rely en- 
tirely on the quiz, as varied enter- 
tainment is provided by the other 
acts. George Meaken, who starts 
show rollin, is a firstrate 1mpres- 
sionist. His running commentary 
on a motor cycle race, With sound 
effects, gets over neatly. 

Empress Maids (6) are used as 
part of the quiz and in their open- 
ing “Can-Can” dance, customers 
are asked to identify the color of 
their garters. 

The Harvards, who recently 
played in West End vaude, have 
adjusted their excellent acro bal- 
ancing act to fit the more intimate 
atmosphere of the club and regis- 
ter strongly. 

Jack Fallon’s production needs 
tightening to curb the gaps that 
occasionally. occur in the show. 

Myro. 





Swan Room. N. O. 
(HOTEL MONTELEONE) 


New Orleans, Feb. 2. 
Carl Ravazza, Danny Deane 
Orch (7); $2.50 minimum. 
Carl Ravazza parlays an. easy 


manner and a slick singing Style 
into a rousing success in this in- 
timate spot. Few warblers who've 
played room ever got more unanl- 
mous attention from an audience. 

A hush falls over the room as 
Ravazza tees off with “It’s Like 
Old Times.” Follows with the 
torchy “All My Life.” At end of 
group of tunes that include a 
bouncy version of “Martha, 
“Marry A Women Older Than 
You.” a calypso, and the _ jivey 
“Rock, Rock, Rock,” Ravazza leaves 
the floor but heavy palm-pounding 
brings him back. 

Then using that sure-fire selling 
technique of kidding his song num- 
bers, Ravazza does “Pedro From 
Chihuahua” and “Legend of the 
Dueno,” for big response. He 
follows with medley of old-time 
faves including “Paradise,” “To 
Each His Own” and “You Were 
Meant For Me,” to the delight of 
the femmes. After some 50-minutes 
of singing and narrating, Ravazza 
sings “Vienni Su,” his theme song, 
and begs off to heavy ints 

uz. 





(lub Moroceo, Miani 
(CASABLANCA HOTEL) 
Miami Beach, Feb. 5. 
Patti Page, Ted & Phyllis Rod- 
riguez, Sacasas Orch; minimum 
$2.50. 


This hotel started competition 
for nitery trade with opening of 
the 400 seat Club Morocco, one 
of the more elegant rooms around 
town. Continuing their policy of 
one top draw (they've followed 
Ella Logan; Eddie Fisher and Mary 
Raye and Naldi with recording 
star Patti Page and the fine terp- 
ing of Ted and Phyllis Rodriguez.) 

Current setup is not as satisfy- 
ing as previous ones, due to too 
brief a stint by Miss Page. The 
Rodriguez's are an excellent choice 
for the dance segment of show. 
Their conception of American, 
Continental and Latin rhythms are 
done in a smooth style that fits 
this smart room. There’s no break 
in the continuity and easy ap- 
proach to lifts, spins and whirls 
bring repeated encores. 

Miss Page .confines stint to 14 
minutes, much to the listeners’ dis- 
appointment; for visually and 
vocally she impresses. Utilizing a 
simple style she gets mitt returns 
increasingly with her disk hits, 
with topper “Tennessee Waltz.” 
She’s a handsome thrush, in eye- 
arresting gown and holds. atten- 
tion. But the check payers ex- 
pected more than gal delivered in 
amount of numbers. Lary. 























Good luck, 


FRANK TAYLOR 


in your new association with 


CHARLIE YATES! 
THE NELSON SISTERS 


3rd Week—ORIENTAL THEATRE—Chicago 


Representative: (still) FRANK TAYLOR 








Mocambo,. Hollywood 
Hollywood, Jan. 31. 
Billy Eckstine, with Bobby 
Tucker; Eddie Oliver Orch (8); 
Latin-Aires (5); minimum $1.50-$2, 





Billy Eckstine, a smash a mere 


three weeks ago at the Orpheum | ose and grace. 


Theatre, downtown, moved up, to 


|*Perpetual motion” done to the 


the Sunset Strip and a much 
different type of’ audience with | 


the greatest of ease. His potently | 


commercial vaude material segues 


gracefully from the boards to the | 


saloon circuit, complete with full- 


blown ballads but interlarded with | 


rich special material. This latter, 


while slightly on the risque side, 


is precisely what's needed for his 
bistro bash. 

And bash it, is. Velvet-larynxed 
baritone gets across smartly. Most 
noteworthy is his device of decorat- 
ing the, solid standard ballads with 
mellow; modern arrangements. 
Gimmick is best typified, perhaps, 
in “Yours Is My Heart Alone,” 
which impresses like a 1951 Hit 
Parader under his urgent treat- 
ment. 

Eckstine digs 


into his catalog 


, for a strong teeoff on “Almost Like 


Being in Love.” “I Live It Here” 


lis a timely bit of flag-waving. He 


also wins big payoffs for a “Mule 
Train’-‘Cry of the Wild Goose” 
parody, “I'm in the Mood for 
Love,” “My Foolish Heart,” “Cara- 
van” and the “Ireland Must Be 
Heaven” takeoff that rhymes Eck- 
stine with Palestine. Betimes, he 
calms the . grownup bobbysox 
squealers with, “Steady, girls, 
steady” and similar good-natured 
asides. He’s on 35 minutes. 

Eddie Oliver’s sidemen and the 
rhumba-happy Latin- Aires are apt, 
as always, in the between-shows 
terp department, and Oliver backs 
the star superbly. Mike. 


Ramona Rm.. Las Vegas 
(HOTEL LAST FRONTIER) 
Las Vegas, Feb. 2. 
Carmen Cavallaro, Maurice & 
Maryea, Jean Devlyn Dancers (8), 
Jerry Vaughn, Al Donahue Orch 
(11); no cover, no minimum. 


Former bandleader Carmen Ca- 
vallaro making his first stand as 
nitery single comes up with easy 
sesh of piano forensics, gets cus- 
tomers’ approval with unpreten- 
tious manner of presentation and 
disclick carbons. Although bill 
doesn’t rocket, gets over to satisfy 
plenty patrons keeping room filled 
for dinner and late shows. 

Cavallaro’s opener is florid 
“Jealousy” in concert style, with 
okay assist from Al Donahue crew, 
reaping ovation. Then  patters 
casual intro to keyboard filligree 
of “La Vie en Rose,” “Brazil,” 
with rhythm accent stringed by 
Cavallaro’s guitarist, Jerry Vaughn. 
“Nola” gets Lopez tinkling, strikes 
tangent allowing gab setup for 
boogie sesh with “Antira’s Boogie,” 
a .fhumping 


house to build medley 
Gets in Your Eyes,” “Stardust,” 
“Bewitched,” “Beguine,” ‘“Mala- 
guena.” and tops off round with 


“Smoke 


nicely arranged “Warsaw Con- 
certo” with orch accomp. Off to 
terrif mitt. 

Terp team of Maurice and 


Maryea sell with effortless whirl- 
ings, top with spins and neai and 
quiet footing. 

Jean Devlyn Dancers have re- 
turned after hiatus of several 
weeks, with fresh routines and 
good costuming. Al Donahue em- 
cees, backgrounds well, and lays 
down easy tempos for dancing. 

Will. 





Cocoanut Grove. L. A. 
(AMBASSADOR HOTEL) 
Los Angeles, Jan. 30. 
Don Cornell, Anita Martell, 


Cabot & Dresden, Eddie Bergman | 





Orch (15); cover $1.50, $2. 

Newest layout at the Schine 
Hotel chain’s local outlet is 
pleasant entertainment, but its 


draw-power—like those of previous 
shows since the spot veered away 
from its long-time name _ policy— 
is dubicus. None of the acts is 
well-known enough to pull strong- 
ly and word-of-mouth will be only 
fair. Principal hope is from platter 
patrons who became acquainted 
with toplined Don Cornell through 
his RCA-Victor diskings. 

Singer has a fine baritone and 
he’s highly acceptable during his 
25 minute stint. His floor per- 
sonality needs improvement, how- 
ever, the selling being too much 
in the manner of the band singer 
he was. Best part of the turn is 
his Sammy Fain medley which 
ranges from “Old Gang of Mine” 
'o “I'll Be Seeing You.” Reshuff- 
ling to let this medley serve as 
an exit piece would help the 
routining. Singer should also drop 
his impressions of w.k. vocalists 
since they're none too strong. 

Dance team of Cabot and Dres- 
den provides a solid opener for 
the show. Pair, unaccustomed to 
opening spot, set a fast pace with 


| with 


, new 


’ lift from the Grieg ! 
masterpiece. Invites requests from . 


a trio of routines that wins hefty 
returns. They go swiftly from a 
paso doble to a beguine to finale 
with their standard, and still good, 


Rachmaninoff G Sharp minor pre- | 
lude. Exciting spins punctuate, 
each bit and it’s all purveyed with 





In deuce is Anita Martell, Brit- 
ish comedienne, who sings a pair | 
of English music hall ditties and! 
deftly delivers a pair of juggling | 
bits in her 10-minute spot. Show 
backing and dance music is pro- 
vided by’ Eddie Bergman's house 
crew, . Kap. 


——— 


Blue Sails Rm., Miami 
(SANS SOUCI HOTEL) 

Miami Beach, Feb. 4. | 

Georgie Price, Manor & Mignon, 

Pupi Campo Orch; minimum $2.50. 


Rivalry of hotel cafe operations 
with nightclubs in. the area is tak- 
ing on increasing pace, Sans Souci 
Hotel’s Blue Sails Room being 
typical of the policy the hostels 
are following, in booking of one 
name act plus a top dance team 
and orch, with a low minimum, 
(comparatively) prevailing; one 
show during week nights, with two | 
on opening nights and Saturdays. 
That the policy is ‘paying off, and 
definitely hurting niteries . iat can- 
not offer better attractions is being 
evidenced around the bistros. Dur- 
ing the week especially, the pat- 
ronage is too widely scattered for 
real heavy profits for most. 

This intimery, with a 250 seat 


setup, keeps jamming them in, 
with Georgie Price keeping the 


payees happy with his stint, plus 
the artful dance ideas of Manor, 
and Mignon and the dance tunes | 
of Pupi Campo’s orch. 

Price is in rare form here and, 
keeps them applauding all the way. | 
He’s using the basic ingredients 
which he hit the top years 
ago in his incisive impreshes of 
George Jessel, Al Jolson, Eddie | 
Cantor, and of course Harry Rich- 
man. On his own he’s added a 
number to his theme “Bye, 
Bye, Blackbird,” plus a special ma- 
terial sequence that builds audi- 
ence reaction. Interspersing yarns 
about the vets of show biz adds 
warmth and nostalgia to add as 
a solid session of 40 minutes, high- 
ly appreciated by tableholders. 


| 
| 


Manor and Mignon are one of 
the better ballroomology duos 
around. They. achieve lifts and 


spins in smoothly effective fashion 
to win palms. Blend Latin, Ameri- 


can and waltz routines into a, 
satisfying and eye-pleasing stint 
for optimum reaction, Lary. 


Terrace Grill. K. C. 
(HOTEL MUEHLEBACH) 
Kansas City, Feb. 1. 
Leon Fields, Griff Williams Orch 
with Bob Kirk and Marionet 
Maestros; $1, $1.50 minimum. 


Entertainment values on. the 
twice-nightly shows currently in 
the dinner-dance room of the 


Muehlebach Hotel are fairly well 
split between Leon Fields, com- 
edian, and Griff Williams Orch. 
Bandleader takes over for the first 
half of the 50-minute show, first 
‘calling on the band for a musical 
cocktail specialty. Bob Kirk, bari- 
tone, handles “Lucky Old Sun” and 
“Some Enchanted Evening,” both 


well received. Williams then does 
his own specialty, operating 
mrrionets and imitating band 
stvles of name maestros Paul 
Whiteman, Toscanini, Ted Lewis, 
Cab Calloway and winding with 


a takeoff on himself. 

Fields takes over for the second 
half, with comedy patter in dry 
and somewhat. leisurely _ style. 
Draws a fair share of applause 
with his material, working in a 
comedy impression of Ted Lewis, 
parodies pop songs “My Heart 
_Sings” and “Are You Having Any 
| Fun,” and winds with a softshoe | 
terp and acro bit. Quin. 


| show 


Marine Room, Chi 
(EDGEWATER BEACH HOTEL) 
; rg oO, Jan, 29. 
Nonchalants (3), Dorothy Hild 
Dancers (9), alph Sterling, 
Jimmy Dorsey Orch (15) with 
Pat O’Connor; minimum $3.50, 





Current show stacks up as below 
par for this supper room. Main 
reasons are absence of a potent 
headliner and inadequate terping 
of the Hild dancers. Fact that line 
gives way only for the Nonchalants 


| and a couple of band numbers puts 


the bulk of the work on the gals, 
which they’re unfortunately not 
capable of assuming. As it stands, 
desperately needs another 
act. 

Nonchalants get across in good 
fashion with their comic-acro work, 
to give show its only hypo. Lads 
keep up a steady flow of chatter 
while doing flips and three-high 
handstands,. and make = difficult 
tumbling look easy. They get 
yocks with their gags, some of the 
blue stuff over the heads of staid 


| patrons here, but by and large the 


patter is their mainstay. 

Jimmy Dorsey orch does a 
superb version of “Sweet Georgia 
Brown,” with the maestro leading 
on alto sax all the way. Unfortun- 
ately jump treatment gets only 
fair response here and should be 
toned down for the room. Maestro 
is carrying five saxes, three trom- 
bones, four trumpets’ and three 


| reeds, with gal chirp Pat O’Connor 


handling vocals. Latter teams with 
sideman Kenny Martin for neat 
version of “‘You’re Just In Love.” 
As a departure Miss Hild has 
her gals vocaling on both produc- 
tion numbers. Routines are ob- 
viously hastily thought out, and 
the femmes have trouble remem- 
bering lyrics and terp ee 
Tél, 














PAUL GOLDIN 


(Anglo-French Hypnotist) 





Now In New York on short vacation 
desires to contact PROMOTER to roed- 
show him through smaller towns, any 
section U. $. GOLDIN is expert SHOW- 
MAN, does entire show alone, no 
stooges. Just completed nine months 
in treland. Terrific success. Big money- 
maker for go-getter who knows terri: 
tory. No risk; 50-50 basis. 


WRITE: 


PAUL GOLDIN 
50 Patterson Ave., 
Little Falls, N. J. 


Permanent Address: 
35, Edgwarebury Lane 
Edgware, Middlesex, England 














COMEDY MATERIAL 


For All Branches. of Theatricals 


“asows FUN-MASTER 


GLASON’S 
‘THE ORIGINAL SHOW BIZ GAG FILE’ 
@ Nos 1 thru 35 @ $1.00 each * 
(Sold in Sequence Only) 
SPECIAL—FIRST 13 FILES FOR $10 
ALL 35 FILES FOR ONLY $25 
@ 3 Bks. PARODIES. per book $10 @ 
@ MINSTREL BUDGET $25 @ 
e@ 4 BLACKOUT BKS., ea. bk $25 @ 
HOW TO MASTER THE CEREMONIES 
(reissue), $2.00 
GIANT CLASSIFIED ENCYCLOPEDIA 
OF GAGS, $250. Worth over a thousand 
NO C.0.D.’S 


PAULA SMITH 
200 W. 54 St.. New York 19 Dept. V 
Circle 7-1130 




















celling prior to expiration. 


and equipment 


$50,000.00. Sale price is_$57, 500.00. 
Southwestern, Dallas, Texas, 


SUPPER CLUB FOR SALE 


Dallas’ most popular Supper Club for sale. 
populated residential section made up of the most prominent people of Dallas. 
No competition (due to City Zoning Regulations) within a radius of five miles, 
and only comparable business is two major hotels. The Club is only 3 years 
old, with a ten-year lease reserving the privilege of either renewing or can- 
Although operating only seven hours daily, in 
1949 a@ gross of $110,000.00 netted $10,000.00 and in 1950 a gross of 
$150,000 00 netted $30,000.00. These figures can be verified by income tax 
returns and books Gre open for thorough investigation. Fixtures, installations 
(including a 30-ton air-conditioner) will inventory over 


Located in the heart of densely 


Write or wire J. O. Blackwell, 5702 




















ORIENTAL, 





SIBYL BOWAN | 


Rep.: MILES INGALLS—JOE FLAUM 
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New Acts 








———— 


CLAUDIA PINZA (3) 
Singing 
10 Mins.; Three 
alace, 
he rh Pinza, in her transition 
trom the operatic stage to vaude, 
makes the leap with a wisely chosen 
song routine that should piease all 


tones. It would take a skilled 
singer to deliver them in a straight- 
forward manner even without the 
necessity of displaying an unusual 
voice, 


comes out ahead on values by net- 


audiences. For her initial try in this | 


new medium, she has a repertoire 
which mixes pops with classics and 
gets over well. She'll undoubtedly 
do likewise on successive stands, 
especially on the swank cafe cir- 
cu tu: 

iiss Pinza has an ingratiating 
personality and a warm soprano 
that gives her nuu.bers that tangi- 
ble something to win top response. 
Cowned in blue’ brocade’ and 
niitily eoiffed, she tees off pleas- 
anily with a special in which she 
incorporates a bit of “Some En- 
chanted Evening,’ which her dad, 
Fvio Pinza, sang in “South Pacific,” 
and also gives a nod to Mary Mar- 
tin with “Wash That Guy Right 
Out of My Hair,” which sets her 
well with the audience. 

She successively segues into 
“\lian I Love” and for change of 
pace, a fastie, “Possibility,” for ad- 
ditional applause. She encores 
with the “Jewel Song” from 
“Faust,” wherein her rich voice is 
given its best play, and goes off 
to solid plaudits, She’s ably ac- 
companied by Colin Romoff at the 
piano, and Arthur Roman as con- 
ductor. Edba. 


YMA SUMAC 
Songs 
8 Mins. 
Roxy, New York 

Yma Sumac, on first Broadway 
theatre date following her video 
bow on the Eddie Cantor show, 
has probably one of the most im- 
pressive vocal ranges of any 


ting a huge mitt. 
Miss Sumac has excellent poise, 


‘among her other attributes and 


can make hefty indent on carriage 
trade audiences. Jose. 


DORSEY SISTERS (5) 
Songs 

10 Mins. 

Apollo, N. Y. 

Five Dorsey sisters, four sepia 
songstresses and their piano ac- 
companist, impress as a personable 
group of neatly gowned femmes 
who have a pleasant, expert way 
with a tune. They display surpris- 


ingly good stage presence. Their 
behavior at the mike is relaxed 


and they project a feeling of good 
humor and confidence. Well- 
eauipped in the voice department 
for ensemble offerings, none in the 
group stands out as yet as a strong 
solo personality. 

Their medley consists of rhythm 
numbers, “Hoop De Do,” “I Love 


the Guy,” “Oh Babe” and “Orange | 


' Colored Sky.” Only pace change is 


femme singer currently on the cir- ' 


cuits. This Peruvian looker has 
the depths of a low contralto and 
can trill in the upper soprano 
registers without any appreciable 
loss of vocal timbre in either ex- 
treme. 

As Miss Suma. turrently essays 
her stage stand, she concentrates 
on showing her amazing variety of 
octaves. Her numbers, a trio of 
Peruvian chants, are tunes of 
fragile delicacy with minor over- 


effected by upping tempo on a 
couple of the tunes and by the 
sisters alternating in solo bits. The 
inclusion of a ballad would offer 
greater opportunity for contrast. 
With fresher material talent is 
there for development of strong 
group personality. At present 
stage, act is acceptable in minor 
spot. 





THE EARLES (2) 
Acro 

4 Mins. 

Apollo, N. Y. 

The Earles have a long way to 
go to reach professional acro stand- 
ards. Their turn, showing strong 
signs of being homegrown in qual- 
itv, demonstrates only their physi- 
cal equipment to do better. 

Act starts with unexciting hand- 
stands and lifts, and stops right 
there. It looks like something is 
going to pop when the two strip to 
the waist but what comes out Is a 
mock judo battle with one carrying 
the other out hors de combat. 


In doing both simultane- | 
ously, she handicaps herself, but | 


& Artist 
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rail tieups, stalling thousands of 
commuters and intended incoming 
tourists, started the current week 
off on a downbeat note. On the 
road, bad weather crimped attend- 
ance in most towns and railway 
cancellations caused headaches, de- 
lavs and extra costs for all pro- 


ductions not playing continuing 
engagements. 
Conditions were apparently 


worse out of town than Broadway, 
in most cases, not only because 
the weather was more extreme in 
some cities but on account of the 
added complication of — strike- 
stalled transportation. From re- 
ports reaching New York early 
this week, not a single touring 
show was able to move by rail last 
week, some making weekend 
jumps of 500 miles or more by 
truck and bus. The ultimate was 
reached when the Shuberts used 
air freight to ship the “Ti-Coq” 
production from Chicago to New 
York. and brought the cast by 
plane the next day. 

One of the most severely wal- 
loped by conditions was Join 
Yorke's touring “Brigadoon,” 
which was unable to play a one- 
nighter in Jackson, Miss., when 
two baggage cars failed to arrive 
there. Since the producer had al- 
ready been forced to cance] an- 
other one-night stand last weck, 
that left only six performances for 
the stanza, with a starvation gross 
of $16,200, There was some ques- 
tion of closing over the weekend. 
but Yorke finally arranged to keep 
(> musical open for this week’s 
five-performance stand in Miami 
and a single showing in Ft. Lauder- 
dale. Prospects are promising for 
next week's string of one-nighters 
in the Carolinas, after which the 
show is booked for a week in 
Baltimore and fortnights each in 
Boston and Philly. 

Vith both blizzards and rail fie- 
ups in Dayton and Columbus last 
\“wcek, Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fon- 
tunne had numerous refunds on “f 
Know My Love,” but lost relatively 
little actual receipts, as resales to 
otber patrons were ade in most 


vases, The week's gross eame to 
Nearly $27,400. However, the show 


Rail Strike Hits B.O. 


Continued from page 1 


had the gsual difficulty making the 
weekend jump to Toledo, finally 
going by truck. 

Much the samé situation was 
faced by the two “Mister Roberts” 
companies, the Henry Fonda edi- 
tion in Cincinnati being held to 
about $32,500 and the Tod Andrews 
troupe in Toronto getting the com- 
paratively so-so total of $21,000. 
As with other tourers, both pro- 
ductions were trucked to their next 


stands, the Andrews outfit having | 


-to take a roundabout route to Erie. 


One redeeming aspect of the 


railroad tieup appears to be that, | 
by being forced to use trucks for | 
inter-city jumps, producers discov- | 


ered that in some cases the latter 
method can be simpler and less 
complicated. Since motor trans- 
portation is a stagedoor-to-stage- 
door operation, it eliminates the 
transfer problem and the time and 
laboF involved. 

However, there appears to be 
some question whether, under nor- 
mal conditions, the unions will per- 
mit it, for that very reason. For 
instance, producers Aldrich Myers, 
producers of the new F. Hugh 
Herbert comedy, “The Moon Is 
Blue,” were notified Monday (5) 
that 16 men, at $19 each, would 


be required to load the production 


on trucks in New York for ship- 
ment to Wilmington for its tryout 
Feb, 16-17. 
Although no transportation fac- 
tor is involved, the sub-freezing 


weather in Florida the last few | 


weeks has reportedly cut attend- 
ance to the vanishing point at the 


musical tents in Miami Beach and | 


St. Petersburg. It’s understood 


three of the spots are on the verge | 


of folding. 
Gotham Biz Good 


New York cafe and hotel busi- , 
‘ness continued on a high level 


despite the rail strike which pre- 


vented the usual quota of visitors | 
Hotels | 


from hitting New York. 
started out dismally because 01 
‘ancellations by businessmen un- 
able to get into town. However, all 
available space was soon taken up 
by commuters who were marooned 
in Manhattan. 

The cafes dien't get much exfra 
business from those forced to stay 





‘in New York for the duration of ! 


the strike. Bonifaces report that 
_there was a sufficient amount of 
regular business to keep the | 
niteries busy. 
| Restaurants did especially well 
_at the dinner hours. Several Broad- 
| Way eateries which had been doing | 
only fair business cashed in nicely. 
Bulk of the hotel business came 
| Monday (5) when the New York | 
/Central and the New Haven lines | 
cancelled commuter trains. 
who planned to commute by auto 
soon changed their minds when 
they battled the heavy traffic com- 
ing into the city. 

. As soon as this windfall ends, 
bonifaces expect the normal flow | 
(of out of town traffic to resume | 
and anticipate continued good busi- | 
| ness. 


Concerts Lose $25-40,000 
Concert cancellations in the east, 
due to the rail strike and in the 
south due to cold weather have 


ever, although travel accommoda- | 
tions had to be sharply changed, 
and emergency measures used. 

The Cleveland Orchestra, booked 
for a date at Newburgh, N. Y., | 
, Monday (5), had to cancel it when 
the symph couldn’t leave home due 
'to the rail situation. Lotte Leh- 
| mann canceled her Toronto recital, 
_refusing to take a plane instead 
| of train. Jan Peerce kept a Monday | 
date in Boston by driving up from 

is. 

In the south bad weather caused 
the Robert Shaw Chorale, booked 
by the James A. Davidson Mgt. and | 
| traveling by bus, to cancel two 
‘dates. Eugene List, booked by Co- 
'lumbia’s Artist Mgt., was held up 
by snow in Nashville and couldn’t 
get to Columbja, Miss., for a sked- | 
ded recital. Date was postponed. | 

NBC Publicity Moves 
| NBC, worried about getting its 
| publicity material out to network 
/cities around the country because | 
of the railroad strike, decided to 
|'make use of its own medium for 
| the purpose. Web is feeding a 
|daily roundup of program correc- 
| tions, guest star listings and con- 
| densed publicity stories to all affil- 
iates in a closed circuit radio broad- | 
cast at noon, with the afiiliates 
urged to transcribe the material 
and feed it to newspapers and 
, other sources. 
| System, according to NBC execs, | 
‘is not only faster but much less 
‘costly than using airmail or ‘tele- 
igraph. For television news, how-. 
/ever, NBC is utilizing its teletype | 
/machines, which are linked directly 
/with all video affiliates. Web is 
| also mulling the possibility of tak- 
ing over a five-minute spot on one ' 
,or more of its sustaining radio pro- 
‘grams each day to broadcast the 
publicity mat.rial directly to the 
/public. That step, however, is be- 
ing held as a last resort, to be used 
Only in case the strike becomes | 
worse and something goes wrong 
with the other means of communi- 
cation. 











Phonevision 


Continued from page 7 


| 











a 
.viewing of TV sets, a more honest | 
appraisal would be based on the 
“mature” radio listening habits. Re- | 


/ search has shown, he saiu, that at: j 


peak listening time, in the middle 
of a Sunday evening, only about 
40° of all radio sets in the nation 
are in use. Projection of the Phone- 
vision audience based on this fig- . 
ure would mean an average pea‘; | 
audience of 1.800.000 homes. More- 
over, Halpern said, of the total 
sets in use, only a proportion are: 
tuned to the most popular program. 
And such high-rated radio shows | 
as Jack Benny and “ux Theatre” 
seldom get over 59%o share of the 
sets tuned in. As a result, he 
pointed out, that 40° sets in use 
and 50° share would give Phone- 
vision, at peak, an average view- | 
ing audience of 20° of the total. | 
| Fifty percent of the Phonevision | 
| potential, Halpern noted, would 
reduce the system's potential box- 
office to 940,000 homes. Thus, he. 
averred, giving the film companies 
the biggest possible b.o. would | 
mean they would get half of $940,- | 
000 ‘subseribers are to pay $1 per | 
‘screening? or $470,000 on their top 
‘A features. And, since the aver- | 
‘age film falls into a “less than the | 
best boxoffce category,” Halpern. 
said, “it is doubtful that Phonevi- 
sion would result in film rentals of | 
more than $250,000 on the average 
for grade ‘A’ features.” 


| Jimmy 


j Marie 
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VARIETY BILLS 


WEEK OF FEBRUARY 7 


whether full 


‘WR) Wai 


Numerals tn connection with bills below indicate opening day of show 


or split week 


4n parentheses indicates circuit (FM) Fanchon Marce; (i) independents 
(L) Loew: (M) Moss; (P) Paramount; (R) RKO; ‘$) Stoll) ‘T) Tivell, (W) Warner: 


ter Reade 








Capito! (Lt) 8 

Hampton Ore 
George Kirby 
Curley 
Danny Alexander 

Music Mall ()) 8 
Arthur Rubin 
Bran Hilda Rogue 
Patricia Drylie 
Harold Barnes 
Rudy Cardenas 
Mark Dawson 
Hilda Dodge 
Rockettes 
Corps de Ballet 
Sym Orc 

Palace (R) § 
Chocolateers 
Stanfords 


(cost the longhair biz .anywhere | Sonar Seats os 
| from $25,000 to $40,000 this week, |4 to Fill 
| according to estimate of Marks | Paramount (P) 7 


Boyd Raeburn Ore 


| Levine, prez of National Concert | ria Fitzgerald 
s Corp. Most artists went | Harvey Stone 


| through with their bookings, how- Condos & Brandow 


Russ Emery 


Roxy (i) 7 
Danny Kaye 
Yma Sumac 
Dunhills 
Bairds Marionettes 
Strand (W) 9 
Vie Lombardo Ore 
Berry Brs 
Denise Darcel 
Joey Bishop 


ALBANY 
Strand (W) 13 only 
Dr I Q@ Show 

BOSTON 

Boston (R) 7 
Wells & 4 Fays 
DeMarco Sis 
Maxie Rosenbloom 
Mel Torme 
Borrah Minevitch 

Harmonica Ras. 

CHICAGO 

Chicago (P) % 
Louis Prima Ore 


Those NEW YORK CITY, 


' 
{ 


| 


| Robert 


, Willerd 


Oriental (1) 8 
6 Continentals 
Sybil Bowman 


| Szonys 


Nelson Sis 
Sherman Hayes Ore 
ELMIRA 
Keeney (W) 7 only 
Gene Auiry Show 
MIAMI 
Olympia (P) 7 
Boginos } 
Danny Lewis 
Myles Bell | 
Fran Warren 
Low Hite & Stanley 
MAHA 


Orpheum 
Hildeygarde 
4 Evans 
Martin & Florenz 
Norris Bd 

PATERSON 
Recent (W) % only 
Bela Lu’ osi’s Hor- 

ror & Magic Show 

ROCKFORD 

Palace (1) 9-11 
Mae 3 


(P) 9 


: Yonely 


| 
| 


{ 
} 


{ 
Burns & CC Robin- 


son 
Lee Davis 


Eicota & Beatrice 
Gene Collin 
Olivera 2 
SOUTH BEND 
Palace (P) 8 only 
Louis Prima Ore 
Burns & CC Robin- 
son 
Lee Davis 


' 


TROY 
Lincoln (W) 12 only 
Dr. lL. Q@. Show 

UTICA 
Stanley (W) 8 only 
Gene Autry Show 

WASHINGTON 
Capito! (kL) & 
Lee Marx 
Tommy Hanlon, Jr. 
Kay Armen 
Jaywalkers 
Howard (i) 8 
Buddy Johnson Ore 
Spizzie Cantield 
Dancers 
Margie Day & Grit- 
fin Bros 
Howell & Bowser 


BRISBANE Maurice Colleano C 
His Majesty’s (1) § Horrie Dargie 4 , 
Armand Perren -tames Cardwell 


Marion Davies 
3 Faves 

Devine & King 
Gerda Bornstad 
Chribi 

Marika Saary 
Phillip Tappin 
Wim De Jong 
Jacques Cartaux 
Eider 
Joe Whitehouse 


| Cissy Trenholm 


MELBOURNE 

Tivoli «) 5 
John Calvert 
Ann Cornell 


| 


|M & 


Romenoff 3 

Les Ritchie 

Ronnie Shand 
SYONEY 
Tivoli () § 

H Nesbitt 


{Guus Brox & Myrna 


Wally Boag 
Babs Mackinnon 


| Marquis & Family 


‘Tleana 


Detroy 
Sazvova 


‘Rob Murray 
| Euvene’s Flying 


Rallet 
Celebrity 8 


BRITAIN 
BIRMINGHAM ‘ Empire (S) 5 
Hippodrome (M) $ Dr Crock & Crack- 
Evy & Everto pots 
E & D Waters | Jane 


Jimmy James Co 
J Jacklev & S Jee 
G H Elliott 
T & P Shamva 
Peter Cavangh 
Bebe & Belle 
Kay Koriz & Eugene 
OSCOMBE 
Hippodrome 5 
Speedy Smith 
Gwendolyn Grey 
Cy Grant 
Ida Shepley 
David Dirks 
Dan Jackson 
Gwyn Miller 
Rex Dutton 
MeKay Bros & Vera 
BRIXTON 
Empress (1) 5 
Vera Lynn 
H Norman & Ladd 
Sandow Sis 
Olgo 
Watson 
Bil & Bil 
Krandon & Karna 
Sonny Farrar 
CHELSEA 
Palace (t) § 
Ella Shields 
Mooney & King 
H Norman & Ladd 
Arthur Worsley 


Kovacs 
Tilly Terri & Toni 
J & J Mason 
€AST HAMPTON 
Metropolitan (i) § 
Billy Cotton Band 
2 Pirates 
Alan Clive 
"at Dor 
Potter & 
Karlson 3 
Palace (i) § 
Joe Loss Band 
Jimmy Wheeler 
Mihailovitch Bros 
4 Jays & June 
Ron Parry 
Clay & Sullivan 
EDINBURGH 
Empire (M) 5 
5 Smith Bros 
Macari 
Dutch Serenaders 
Jean Kennedy 
Jose Moreno 
Val & Monty 
Joe Black 
Frances Duncan 
Zuider Zee Girls 
FINSBURY PARK 
Empire (M) 5 
Roy & Ray 
S Browne Singers 
Kex Ramer 
W Keppel & Betty 
Winifred Atwell 
F Bamb’rg’r & Pam 
Les Candove 
MacDonald & 
Graham 
GLASGOW 
Empire (mM) 6 
Norman Harper 
Anne Shelton 
Jack Daly 
Cynthia & Gladys 
Alex Munro 
Stanelli 
1t Alexander Tp 
Amar & Alana 
De Vere 3 
HACKNEY 


Carol 


| 
| 


| Palmer 


| 
| 


| 
| 


| 


} 
' 


} 
‘ 


| 


Charlie Clapham 

Helva Barry 

Artemus 

Terry Hall 

Delmonico Dancers 
LEICESTER 
Prisace (S) § 

Roy Beker 

Houston & Stewart 

George Doonan 

& Doreen 

Dagoras 

Cassandras 

Willisms & Shand 
NORWICH 

Hippodrome (i) § 

August 

Harris & Christine 

Creole 3 

Bill Burke 

seorcze Esco 
NOTTINGHAM 
Empire (M) 5 

Arthur Lucan 

Kitty McShane 

Willer Neal 

Overbury & Suzette 

Dick Cakin 

White & Simone 

Larry Gordon Girls 
PORTSMOUTH 
Royal (M) 5 

Walter Niblo 

Sam Costa 

3. Lorandos 

Nitwits 


| Walthon & Dorraine 


| 





| 


| 


I & 


Bobby Breen 
Pegcy Cavell 
De Veres Royal 
Girls 
SOUTHAMPTON 
Grand (1) 5 
Jack Haig 
Gay Euridge 
Richard smden 
Riggs & Dorita 
Nudes Parisienne 
Charles Doakes 
Svbil Dunn 
K Keen & S King 
3 Orlandos 
Marietta Dancers 
SUNDERLAND 
Empire (M) 5 
Vie Oliver 
Steve Conway 
Bergman & Boros 
June Manton 
Dorothy Caston 
Svhia Campbell 
Maureen Power 
Douglas Argent 
Frnie Brooks 
L Ravner & Betty 
S Davis 
WALTHAMSTOW 
Palace (1) § 
Davy Kove 
Hazel Wilson 
Earl & Oscar 
Vene & Valentine 
Homer & Hal 
Slick Edwards 
Yvonne 
Derek Dixon 
Haze! Kave lLoviies 
WOOD GREEN 
Empire ‘S) 5 
Terry 
Peter Sellers 
Morten Frazer Co 
Fogel 
M&A Dav 
Skatine Dexters 
2 Redheads 


CANADA 


EAST HAMPTON 
Granada (i) 5 

2 Perfects 

Dave Poole 

Fred Retter Co 

Julios 

Joan Turner 

2 Ledars 
MONTREAL 
Gayety (1) 8 

Buck & Bubbles 

Collins & Michaels 

Diane Powers 

Evelyn Taylor 

Jerry Coe 

Roche 

Jan Rubini 


Masonettes 

Will Skinner Ore 
Roxy ()) 7 

; Connie Larue 

| Frank Baggett 

| Maude Marly 

Johnny Russell 

Roxettes 

{Ti-Zeph Co 

| Arthur Griffith 

| Seville ()) 5 

; Count Basie Orc 

| Claire Hogan 

|} 2 Madeaps 

i Neil Stanley 

3 Appletons 

Len Howard Ore 





Cabaret Bills 





NEW YORK CITY 


Birdiano 
Geo Shearing Ore 
Dizzy Gillespie 
Blue Anget 
Pearl Bailey 
Tony & Eddie 
Stuart Ross 
Paula Drake 
Eadie & Rack 
Page Cavanaugh 3 
Hlarold Cooke 
Bon Soir 
Jimmie Daniels 
Mildred Bailey 
| Ghostley & Wood 
Norene Late 
Reginald Bean 
Garland Wilsop 
cafe Society 
Arthur Blake 
Helen Forrest 
Jackie Paris 
Clu Jackson 
Phil Napoleon Ore 
Copacadanse 
Frankie Laine 
Betty & Jane Kean 
Harrison & Patricia 
Ml Durso Ore 
Regina Price 
Sonnv Callelo 
F Alvares Ore 
| Havena-Madrid 
| Steve Murray 
| Tony Bari 
| Nana Ramon 
| Jerry Cooper 
| Pups Campo Ore 
| Little Club 
| Erme Warren ‘ire 
No 1} Fiffh Ave 
Sylvia Miles 
Larry Laurence 
Downey & tenuville 
Hazel Webster 


Olid Knick 
Geene Courtney 
Connie Anderson 
Sid Marion 


Old Roumanian 
| Sadie Ranks 
+ Radio Aces 
Buster Burnel) 
Marusia Sava 
Alverda 
Juliette Koka 
; Joe LaPorte 
| D’Aquila Orc 
Park Ave 
Gloria E!wood 
Scotty Graham 
| Penthouse 
| Paul Taubman 
| Hotel Ambassador 
Jules Lande Orc 
Hotel Biltmore 
Mischa Raginsky O 
| Hotel Edison 
| Henry Jerome Ore 
Hotel New Yorker 
Ray Robbins Ore 
! Carol Lynne 
| Ferrar & Carter 
| Sid Krofft 
‘Johnny Kirby ~ 
| Hotel Pierre 
, Denise Dercel 
Fosse & Niles 
Stanley Melba Ore 


Ore 


{ Manuel Jiminez Ore 
| Habibi 

Lota 
| Bracha: 


| Hillel & Aviva 


Leo Fuld 
&1 Chico 
Rosita Rivs 
Los Gitanos 
Pilarin Tavira 
Sarita Herrera 
D’Alonso Ore 
Leon & Eddie's 
Eddie Davis 
Louise & Harris 
Peggy O'Neil 
Holden Ders 
Kenny Davis 
La Commedia 
Jo Hurt 
La Martinique 
Ben Blue 
Richard Hayes 
Sid Fields 
Roberta Lee 
Whiporwills 
Teddy Hale 
Ralph Font Ore 
| Val Olman Ore 
Latin Quarter 
Moore & Lessy 
Sarah Ann McCabe 
Wences 
Christiani Troupe 
Mila Raymon 
Vikings 
Nirska 
Genia Mel 
Wilson Morrelli 
Calvin Holt 
Art Wane Ore 
Le Ruvan Bleu 
Joyce Indig 
Hugh Shannon 
3 Rifts 
Ronnie Giaham 
Norman Paris 3 
Julius Monk 
Hotel 
Park Sheraton 
Jose Melis 3 
Mimi Warren 
Ernestine Holmes 
Hotel Plazes 
Herb Shriner 
Yvette 
Nicholas Matthey 
Mark Monte 
Dick La Salle Ore 
Motel Roosevels 
Bernie Mann Orc 
Hotel St. Regis 
Jane Morgan 
Milt Shaw Ore 
Horace Diaz Ore 
Hotel Shelbourne 
Carol Blaine 
Harding & Moss 
Hotel Statier 
Frank Carle Ore 
Motel faft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Versailies 
Mindy Carson 
Johnny Coy 
Emile Pett» Ore 
Panchito Orc 
Village Barn 
Bourbon & Bayne 
Tex Fletcher 
Jane Abel 
Peter putas 
Village anguar@ 
Phil Leeds 
| Clarence Williams 3 
| Waldort Astorie 
' Liberace 
_Landre & Verna 
. Emil Coleman 
Mischa Borr Ore 





CHICAGO 


| 

Blackhawk 

| Patsy Abbott 

; Norma Lee Doggett 

; Joe) Friend 

| Ray Hyson 

| Henry Brandon Orc 
Chez Paree 

Stan Grover 

Richard France 

| Lucille Barnett 

| Sonny Howard 

Paul Gilbert 

Paul Sieffen Ders 

Chez Adorables 

Luba Malina 

Di Gitanos (2) 

Pancho Ore 

See Davidson Ore 











Paimer Mouse 
Mimi Benzell 
Jay Marshal) 
P d’Angelo & Ana 
| M oAbhbott Ders 
| Eddie (Neal Ore 
Hel<stngs 
| Georgie’ tiohed 
' Jayne Walton 


_ Trude Adams 

, Lee Morgan 

| Conaey Alladin Ore 
| 


H Edgewater Seach 


Jimmy Dorsey Ore 
Dorothy Hild Ders 


Hote! Stevens 


Skating Ryles 
Arnold Shoda 
Jerry Manes 
Jack Raftloer 
Mae MacGraw 
Reed Williams 
flarper Flaherty 
Bob Fitzerald 
Skating Bivdears 
Jo Barnum 

Jeck Spoons 
Chordmen (4) 
Buddy Rust 

Kill Perry 

' Leighton Noble Ore 


Vine Gardens 


Myron Cohen 
Carter Sis (2) 





| Billy Chandler Ore | Minda Lang 

| Hotel Bismarck Susan King 

| Norman Martin Mel Cole Ore 

LOS ANGELES 
Ambassador Hotel | Ciro‘s 


Jane vies ns 
Georgie Bapps 


| Eddie Bétyman Ore 
Bilt » Hotel 
' Bob Wittams 


| Frakson 

| Barbara Perry 
Paycees (2) 

| Russ Morgan Ore 


‘Martha Stewart 
Blackburn Twins 
Lindy Doherty 
Geri Galian Ore 

, Dick Stabile Ore 
cam 

Kay Thompson 

' Latin Aires 

Eddie Olive: Ore 


LAS VEGAS 


Desert inn 
Billy Eckstine 
Carlton Hayes “ie 
, BI Ranche Vegas 
Nellie Lutcher 
Last Frentier Hote 
Carmen Cavallaro O 


Meurice & Marya 
Al Donohue Ore } 


' ‘Thunderbird Hotel 


The Weavers 
Sopny Howard 
A) Jahns Ore 
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Roxy, N. Y. 

Danny Kaye with Sam Prager, 
Dunhills (3), Bil Baird’s Marion- 
ettes, Yma Sumac, Paul Ash House 
Orch: “Call Me Mister” (20th) re- 
viewed in VarteTy Jan. 24, '51. 


Danny Kaye, to say the least, is 
an unusual entertainer. He's ex- 
tremely funny without the use of ; 
gags. He uses his pliable face, 
hands and body, which is expres- 
sive of a.variety of moods, and 
doles out 45 minute packages in 
which no two shows are exactly 
alike. 

Kave is an artful clown. A per- 
sonality with a wealth of charm, 
he’s probably one of the most 
potent entertainers of this era. It’s 
an amazing sight, at times, to 
watch this zany handle an audi- 
ence in a manner that makes the 
payees part of the show. He cuts 
this outsized house down to the 
proportions of an intimerie. He 
charms them into becoming his 
associates—not stooges—as he de- 
livers some classic bits of busi- 
ness that necessitates the crowd's 
cooperation. His classic ‘Minnie 
the Moocher”™ and Gypsy song are 
excellent examples of his ability 
to get payees to forget decorum. 

Kaye does varied items such as 
*“Ballin’ the Jack,”’ the impressions 
of varied type singers, a rib on 
Yma Sumac, who appears on the 
bill with him, a dance bit with 
the Dunhills (3) and all the other 
bits that audiences look forward 
to during his appearances. At show 
caught, it would have been im- 
possible for Kaye to do less than 
the 45 minutes on stage. The only 
way to get him off was to close 
the trailers. otherwise audience 
would have applauded ad infinitum. 
Sam Prager does his piano ac- 
comps. 

To touch on the more mundane 
aspects of his show, Kaye is prob- 


ably the most expensive single 
evi: to play this house. He's get- 
ting a $25,000 guarantee plus 
overages on $100,000. The b.o. 


response indicates that he’s worth 
it as far as pulling power is con- 
cerned. 

The Roxy, for this engagement, 
has dropped the usual house pro- 
duction. The curtain goes up on 
the Dunhills, who get an opening 
mitt because of their participation 
in the accompanying film “Call 
Me Mister.” Their taps are well- 
designed and win salvos. Miss | 
Sumac (New Acts) follows with 
a trio of tunes for similarly good | 
response, and Bil Baird’s Marion-| 
ettes provide a charming interlude | 
with highspots being an impres- 
sion of the Andrews Sisters to a 
recorded number. Jose. 


, (12); 


Apollo. N. Y. 


Buddy Johnson Orch (15), with 
Arthur Prysock, Ella Johnson, 
Ralph & Mary Carnivale; Pigmeat 
Markham & Co. (3), Dorsey Sis- 
ters (5), The Earles (2), Pater- 
son & Jackson; “I Killed Geroni- 
mo (EL). 


Current offering at the Apollo 
is a fast-paced, variegated array 
of acts that sustains a good level 
of excitement sprinkled with 
laughs almost throughout. Brief 
letdown occurs in spot occupied 
by the Earles (2), team of acro- 
bats (New Acts). 


Show zooms off to ‘Beans and 
Cornbread,” a hot item offered by 


Buddy Johnson orch, comprising 
five reed, four trumpets, three 
trombones and three’ rhythm 


(maestro on piano). Alto saxist 
Harold Minerve handles vocal on 
this with frenzied energy and reg- 
isters solidly. Other band assign- 
ments feature Arthur Prysock, who 
delivers “Jet” and “I Cry’’ with 
an Eckstine flavor. Ella Johnson, 
leader’s sister, who also handles 
vocalist chores, offers “Tired of 
Crying Over You” and “Satisfy My 
Soul” in a small girl voice which 
she handles flexibly and effective- 
ly, particularly on “Satisfy,” the 
bluish lyrics pointed up by the 
novel singing style. “Chicken Gum- 
bo and Okra Water.” a calypso 
tune, features trombonist Steve 
Pulliam _in the vocal choruses; and 
“Gone Walking,” an instrumental 
on which band pulls out all the 
Stops to blast away, brings forward 
trumpeter Frank Royal, tenor men 
Purvis Henson and David Van 
Dyke, and Pulliam in striking solo 
bits. 

Ralph & Mary Carnivale, terp 
impressionists, do a couple of steps 
not so much to show off. dance 
ability, which was OK,..but as a 
framework for patter,,, mugging 
and clowning. Twosome score well. 
A medley of tunes is pleasantly 
handled by the Dorsey Sisters (5) 
‘New Acts); and Pigmeat Mark- 
ham, assisted by George Wiltshire 
and Vivian Harris, gets sustained 
laughter with routine about a 
“Love Making Bureau.” Highpoint 
of show comes with comedy turn 
of Paterson & Jackson. Incredible 


routine is topped by versatility of | 
ever more bulky Jackson, who not 
only dances but sings well and 
delivers comedic lines. His mono- 
log, marked by good material de- 
livered with perfect timing, was 
sock with audience. 





Palaee, N. Y. 


Claudia Pinza (3), The 3 D’s, 
Trumpet Twins, Guy Marks, Dior 
Dancers (3), Ben Beri, Charles 
(Slim) Timblin (3), Eva Walker, 
Don Albert house orch; “Mystery 
Submarine” (U-I) reviewed in 
VARIETY Nov. 22, '50. 


par for 
hypo via 


Current Palace bill is 
the house, with added 

its headliner, Claudia Pinza (New 
Acts Metropera soprano and 
daughter of Ezio. Pinza, who, is 
making her vaude debut. The 
transition comes off well, inasmuch 
as she has a cleverly contrived rou- 
tine that mixes pops with the 
classics to win optimum returns. 

Remainder of bill is pleasant 
variety fare, well-paced and hold- 
ing interest all the way. Three 
D’s, male trio, pace pleasantly with 
a corking acro routine for nice’ 
returns. Trumpet Twins, mixed 
duo, sustain racy motif in their 
impressions of top trumpeters such 
as Henry Busse, Clyde McCoy, 
Guy Lombardo, et al, for solid 
response. They’re a_ personable 
pair who know their way around 
their instruments. Guy Marks, im- 
pressionist, also does neatly with 
his routine of impersonations 
pegged on the Arthur Godfrey 
Talent Scout program format. Dior 
Dancers, gal and two lads, score in 
their well-routined adagio and bal- 
let terps. 

Ben Beri, juggler, clicks 
his dexterity on balls and 
and interlards routine with 
comedics that keep his session 
rolling on high. Miss Pinza holds 
the followup spot. Charles (Slim) 
Timblin, blackface comic, grabs 
guffaws with a reprise of his south- 
ern preacher monolog, climaxed 
by the familiar wedding bit. Eva 
Walker, shapely aerialist perform- 
er, makes a strong closer with her 
gymnastics on tall rope and trap- 
eze. Gal has some corking stunts 
that are thrillers, to win merited 
applause. Don Albert’s house orch 
backs capably, as usual. Edba. 


with 
clubs 


| agility of bulky Patterson in a tap! 


| Russell settii ' 
| Stewart Morcom; lighting. Eugene 


| **Roamin’ 
i“*Annie 


Musie Hall, N. Y¥. 
“Show Shop,” with Mark Daw- 
son, Helen Dodge, Patricia Drylie, 


Brunhilda Roque, Harold Barnes, | 
Rudy Cardenas, | 


Arthur Rubin, 
Rockettes, Corps de Ballet, choral 
ensemble, symphony orch directed 
by Raymond Paige. Produced by 
Markert; settings, James 


Braun: choreography, Florence 
Rogge; dances, Markert; “Septem- 
ber Affair” (Par), reviewed in 
VaRIETY Sept. 6, °50. 


Current Music Hall stage show 
is a strong one, with color, variety 
and pace. Stress is on production 
numbers again, and they = are 
honeys. From its simple opening 
to its glittering close, the show 
moves smoothly, with no _let- 
downs. Motif is a nostalgic “Re- 
member When?,” permitting hark- 
backs to waltz days. early vaude- 
ville, “Ziegfeld Follies,” etc. 

Baritone Mark Dawson and 
soprano Helen Dodge _ introduce 
each number briefly with an ap- 
propriate song bit, displaying their 
fine singing qualities in the song 
number, “Lamp of Memory.” Show 
opens with duo on one side of 


the house for their first song in-| 


tro, and then the curtains part to 


reveal the symph orch onstage in- | 


stead of in the pit. Raymond Paige 
leads it through a spirited rendi- 
tion of Offenbach melodies from 
“Orpheus,” and while music is still 
playing, orch is moved forward 
and down into its pit. It’s a good 
stunt, and garners big applause in 
addition to the music’s merit. 


Then the corps de ballet appears 
in a very neat turntable entrance, 
alternately garbed in handsome 
gold or silver gowns for the “Gold 
and Silver Waltz” number. Flor- 
ence Rogge’s choreography here is 
striking and original, and troupe, 
led by Patricia Drylie and Brun- 
hilda Roque, distinguishes itself. 
Contrast is offered with Harold 
Barnes’ skilled, surefire wire act, 
the tall, graceful artist doing some 
startling dance routines. as well as 
turns and somersaults, on the high 
wire. 

Choral ensemble comes into its 
own next in the “Seotch Plaid” 
number, with colorful costumes 
backgrounded by a suitable cur- 
tain. Mixed chorus is excellent in 
in the Gloamin’” and 
Laurie,” with Arthur 


| Rubin doing a good tenor solo in 


RKO. Boston 
Boston, Feb. 1. 


Jack Carson, Janis Carter, Don 
Cherry, Honey Bros. (3), Cece & 
Bud Robinson. Larry Flint Orch 
“Under the Gun” (U). 


After a hiatus of eight months, 
stage shows have returned here 
and if succeeding bills continue 
the pace set by the Jack Carson 
package, vaude should enjoy a 
fairly strong resurgence at this 
house. New policy scraps the 
“Palace” format with a return to 
presentation type shows and _ al- 
though opener needs some tight- 
ening, overall results were solid, 


with plenty of yocks down the line. | 
Frustrated-appearing Carson 


serves neatly as an affable m.c. 
grabbing several solo spots and 
teaming with members of the cast 
in skits, which he explained were 
“whipped up this morning, and 
will be okay after a couple of 
shows.” While some of them lack 
sock endings they were laughget- 
ters, especially his clowning with 
the Honey Bros., a solid acro-terp 
trio. In their own spot the lads 
inject a terrif sesh of knockabout 
acro tricks with one guy landing 
in the orchestra pit, turn winding 
with boys practically strangling 
themselves yanking each other’s 
neckties. Carson gets into the 
finale of this bit and trio give him 
the works. 


Lineup also includes Janis Car- 
ter, a shapely blonde pic player 
who vocalizes ‘Just One of These 
Things,” “‘Boy Next Door” and 
“I've Never Been in Love Before” 
in okay manner. However, her 
chirping was secondary as far as 
the wolves were concerned. Don 
Cherry, Decca’s latest vocal fave, 
via, his platter, “Thinking of You”’ 
scores with his trademark and 
pops, “My Heart Cries for You” 
and “If.” The cute tap duo, Cece 
and Bud Robinson grab their share 
of palm-pounding with jitterbug 
and Charleston routines. 

However, it’s Carson who keeps 
things moving with his gags and 
bits with the Honeys and Miss Car- 
ter. In a hoke love scene with the 
latter, Carson does a neat bit of 
carboning Gable. Lorre, etc. and 
his vocal of ‘Melancholy Baby” 
while brothers, attired in long 
underwear go through an acro rou- 
tine, practically breaking up the 
house. 


Larry Flint house band onstage 
provides solid backing. Biz good at 
opener. Elie. 


_though overlong. juggling act, dur- | 
ing which he holds audience tight- 
cocktail | 


the latter. A segment of the 


| Rockettes, cutely and appropriate- 


ly garbed, swirls through a swift 
Scottish reel. Rudy Cardenas is 
then on for his fast and_ sock, 


ly with his hat, ball, 
shaker and stick routines. 


Finale is a stunning production 
affair, with “Follies’-type femmes, 
and male chorus as violinists. lin- 
ing a gorgeous staircase, and the 
full Rockette contingent dazzling 


the spectator with their sock rou- | 


Bron. 


Radio City. Mpls. 


Minneapolis, Feb. 3. 
Ames Bros. (4), Janis Paige, 
Jerry Colonna, Evans Family (4), 
Tong Bros. (3), Fred Heiseke’s 
Radio City Orch (18); “Grounds 
for Marriage” (M-G). 


tine, stressing taps. 


What with all three headliners 
primarily regarded as singers, this 
show naturally runs heavily to 
chirping. But it’s a variety of 
vocalizing styles and apparently 
the sort of warbling, too, of which 
customers can't get their fill, even 
when served up one dose. 

In bringing two exceptionally 
strong acts new to Minneapolis, 
the Ames Bros. and glamorous 
Janis Paige, the show performs a 
real entertainment service. It 
raises its merit rating, too, by in- 
cluding generously for good meas- 
ure a third headliner, old reliable 
and popular Jerry Colonna who's 
in his usual agreeable and amus- 
ing form and who contributes a 
goodly share of delight to the pro- 
ceedings in his double role of per- 
former and emcee. With the Ames 
Bros. so very much in the disk 
limelight now, there’s no lack of 
box-office zing, either. 

Setting well in opening spot, the 
Evans family runs almost the en- 
tire hoofing gamut, with mother, 
dad, sister and brother landing 
solidly with individual as well as 
ensemble stepping. Even the deuce 
position can’t lessen the class im- 
pressiveness of dazzlingly gowned 
Janis Paige whose song stylistics 
are on a par with her striking 
appearance. 

Almost superhuman _ strength 
and muscular control are in evi- 
dence during the remarkable bal- 
ancing feats of the three Tongs 
who cap the climax when one of 


them, lying flat, simultaneously 
raises another on his hands and 
the third on his feet. In his 


,capacity of emcee, popeyed, be- 


{mustached Colonna livens the ac- | 


‘tion by handing out laugh-loaded 
‘gags and stories and then, next 
to closing, in his own act he stirs 
up more merriment’ with his 
familiar distinctive style of song 
rendition. In addition to rendering 
his comedic interpretations of ‘The 
Girl That I Married,” ‘Road to 
Mandalay” and “Carolin,” all the 
usual riots, he takes a whirl at 
the trombone, clowns and tells an 
amusing Italian dialect story. 
Scoring a smash both as singers 
and all-around entertainers, “the 
Ames Bros., in their local debut, 
prove a revelation and they're 
socko. The touches of funmaking 
with which they sprinkle their top- 
drawer pop vocalizing enhance 
their performer stature. Known 
here up to now only through their 
increasingly popular disks, they 
henceforth should be established 
locally as an act not to be missed. 
They. put the utmost pressure on 
hand palms with “Oh _ Balie,” 
“Thirsty for Your Kisses,” “Clancy 


Lowered the Boom” (terrific), 
“Because,” an old-time vaudeville 
lampoon and a medley of disk 
favorites. 


Big lower floor well populated 
for early show opening 7 
ees. 


Empire. London 
London, Jan. 30. 
Cavalcade” with 
Empire Girls (24), Empire Ballet 
(20), Choral Ensemble C32); 
D’Angolys, George Meaton, George 
Melachrino Orch; “Kim” (M-@). 


“Rhythm 


Song hits of the 1920’s provide 
the background for this Nat Kar- 
son production. It’s titled “Rhythm 
Cavalcade” and from the “Basin 
Street Blues” to the “Charleston” 
covers the evergreen tunes of that 
era. 

Revue tees off with an intriguing 
novelty, “Birth of the Blues.” Then 
Melachrino orch introduce some 
symphonic jazz and the choralers 
contribute excerpts of nostalgic 
tunes. 


The dance routine for the Em- 
pire Girls is also cued to this 
theme, but in style, presentation 
and actual stepping they strike 2 
highly modernistic note. As always, 
their high-kicking precision work 
is warmly applauded. 

Five D’Angolys, juggling acro- 


bats, get over neatly in their 
stanza. 
Artie Shaw’s “Concerto” pro-, 


vides nice background music for 
the ballet sequence with the leads 
appealingly danced by 
Tucker and Glen Gordon. The 
second outside act, George Meaton, 
is presented as a product of the 
microphone age and his @rst rate 
realistic impressions include a mo- 
torcycle race, an express train 
and an underground train. Myro. 





Casino. Toronto 


Toronto, Feb. 3. 
__ Hal LeRoy, Southernaires (5), 
|'Peggy Mann, Albert Van de Valde 
Co. (4), Benson & Mann, Bob 
,Goodman, Archie Stone House 
Orch; “Night Beat” (EL), 


Current Casino layout is top- 
drawer on talent and diversifica- 
tion. In his first visit here in a 
long time, Hal LeRoy has lost none 
of his speed and agility that is in- 
tegral to his nifty hoofing, plus 


that Dagwood _ affability. Lad's 
opening scored an ovation when 
caught and steadily built to a beg- 
off with his Bill Robinson routine, 
his own conception of a jitterbug 
and a Charleston dancer, a tap 
number while seated on a chair, 
and a wham soft-shoe finish in 
which the.taps on his toes and 
heels, so effectively used in pre- 
vious numbers, were unheard. 


Closing the bill are the South- 
ernaires who score their usual 
success with “It’s a Lovely Day,” 
“Tennessee Waltz,’ “Who Built 
the Ark?” and “Bewitched” for a 
finale. They, too, had to begoff 
when caught. Benson & Mann, with 
their*zany antics, have no difficulty 
in scoring; nor has the Albert Van 
de Valde Co., two men and two 
women, for swift equilibristies, in- 
cluding one-foot head stands, head- 
to-head stands, and other body bal- 
ances with champagne bottles as 
the base; but they could dispense 
with their adagio dancing and in- 
strument playing as the warmup 
to their balancing work. With lots 
of personality, Peggy Mann has no 
difficulty getting over with her 
warbling. One of the few thrushes 
who can sing and smile engagingly 
simultaneously, the _ eye-rolling 
brunet in a golden evening gown 
socks solidly on her sultry singing 
of “Thinking of You,” “You Were 
Meant for Me,” “I Cried for You” 
and “Can’t Believe,” in all of 
which Miss Mann demonstrates 
that she can hold those long notes, 
high or husky. McStay. 


_ varied entertainment. 


Moira | 


—— 


Strand, N. Y. 

| Denise Darcel, Joey Bishop, 3 
Berry Bros. Victor Lombardo Orch 
with Rosemarie Lombardo, Harry 
Sander, Don Burke; “Operation 
Pacific” (WB), reviewed in 
VARIETY Jan. 10, 51. 


Current stage presentation at 
the Strand runs off at a fast pace 
with three sock turns supplyin 
It’s one o 
the better bills at this house with 


Victor Lombardo’s orch @sing an - 


excellent job in, backing the show. 

Denise Darcel, French actress 
who recently wound up a date at 
the Hotel Pierre’s Cotillion Room, 
N. Y., registers solidly on stage. 
Her _ provocative physique, of 
course, lends considerable impact 
to her turn, but Miss Darcel is far 
more than a well-stacked manne- 
quin. Her vocalizing is neatly 
stylized to the range of her pipes 
and she flashes beaucoup person- 
ality in the intros to her English 
and French songs. She also shows 
the mark of a trouper in her clever 
handling of the inevitable heckling 
from the burleycue partisans in 
the audience. 


Joey Bishop holds down the 
comedy spot with a fast and com- 
pletely sustained barrage of gags. 
An ingratiating performer, Bishop 
works easily and rarely strains for 
the laughs. Initial half of his 
routine is a straight mix of gags 
and impressions, with Bishop get- 
ting off strongly with his finale 
description of life as a recruit. 
Current draft headlines makes 
this bit doubly effective. 

Berry Bros. open with a smooth 
terping exhibition. Working with 
tails and canes, trio works through 
intricate and novel routines, bor- 
dering on jazz ballet, for strong 
reception. 

Victor Lombardo’s orch also 
makes a highly pleasing impres- 
sion. Comprising five reeds, five 
brass and three rhythm, crew is 
‘grooved in the sweet, reedy style 
with accent on the vocals. War- 
bling chores are competently 
handled by Resemarie Lombardo, 
bandleader’s sister, and two side- 
men, Harry Sander and Don Burke, 
Two current Guy Lombardo hits, 
“The Chicken Song” and “Get Out 
Those Old Records,” are featured 
along with such tunes as “Ten- 
nessee Waltz’ and “You're Just 
In Love,” latter handled by Miss 
Lombardo. Herm. 


Seville. Montreal 


Montreal, Feb. 2. 
The Madcaps (2), Neil Stanley, 
The Appletons (3), Claire Hogan, 
Count Basie orch (7), Len How- 
ard Orch (7); “Susannah of the 
Mounties.” 


Current lineup is best to date 


for the Seville. Big draw is the 


Count Basie combo who rock the 


_house with everything from their 


starter, “Jumping at the Wood- 
side” to their beg-off, “One O'Clock 
Jump.” Basie dominates through- 
out, sparked by socko alto sax 
offering by newcomer Marshall 
Royal of “Sunny Side of Street” 
and a hefty bass solo by Jimmy 
Lewis. Opener goes to the Mad- 
caps, holdovers from last show. 
Boys continue to wow patrons with 
slick harmonics and a collection 
of rusty wheezes that still pick 
up plenty of yocks. Impressionist 
Neil Stanley, last seen in one of 
the local boites, reprises his Holly- 
wood takeoffs to neat reception. 
His Inner Sanctum routine scores 
but act garners heaviest plaudits 
for his interp “Stouthearted Men.” 
A following impresh of Cagney 
doing George M. Cohan _ in 
“Yankee Doodle” is anticlimatic. 


Claire Hogan, London Records 
star works her songs effortlessly. 
Leading off with “Just One of 
Those Things,” she uses her husky 
pipes on the torchant “One For 
the Road” and then loosens up a 
bit with “I Love the Guy.” Gal 
has plenty of appearance, phras- 
ing is okay but rather stilted mike 
technique could be improved. The 
Appletons, a guy and two attrac- 
tive femmes, maintain interest with 
their knockabout Apache routines 
Team gathers momentum after a 
slow start and a rousing free-for- 
all with the usual knife throwing, 
screaming and mayhem is topped 
when the guy heaves one of the 
gals through a make believe win- 
dow. Len Howard’s orch backs 
show nicely. Biz near capacity 
when reviewed. Neut. 


Joan Blondell’s Vaudate 


Joan Blondell has been signed to 
play the RKO theatre, Boston, 
starting Feb. 4. She'll be on the 
bill with Bert Wheeler and Hank 
Ladd, who were originally slated 
for a March 7 date at that house. 


Miss Blondell was booked by pro- 
ducer Mike Todd, her former hus- 





, band. , 








BY | 


rr oe 


hop, 3 
9 Orch 
Harry 
ration 
in 


ion at 
t pace 
plyin 
pbne o 
e with 


ing an~ 


show. 


actress 
late at 
Room, 
Stage. 
e, of 
impact 
is far 
nanne- 
neatly 
pipes 
erson- 
nglish 
shows 
clever 
ckling 
ms in 


n the 
1 com- 
gags. 
Bishop 
ins for 
of his 
f gags 
Pp get- 
finale 
ecruit. 
makes 


mooth 
Z with 
1rough 
;, bor- 
strong 


also 
mpres- 
s, five 
rew is 
7 stvle 
War- 
tently 
bardo, 
» side- 
Burke. 
0 hits, 
et Out 
atured 
“Ten- 
> Just 
y Miss 
erm, 


dD. 2. 


tanley, 
Hogan, 
- How- 
of the 


0 date 
is the 
ck the 
) their 
Wood- 
Clock 
rough- 
0 Sax 
arshall 
street” 
Jimmy 
. Mad- 
show. 
is with 
lection 
| pick 
sionist 
yne of 
Holly- 
»>ption. 
scores 
audits 
Men.” 
‘agney 
n in 
natic. 


ecords 
lessly. 
ne of 
husky 
e For 











Wednesday, February 7, 1951 


VARIETY . 





LEGITIMATE 53 





See Reform of Election System 
In Study of Equity Constitution 


Revision of the Actors Equity+— 


constitution covering the election 
of officers and council members is 
figured one of the likeliest results 
of the union’s latest move to mod- 
ernize its organizational setup. De- 
spite the recent turndown of a 
number of proposed constitutional 
amendments, considerable  senti- 
ment apparently exists in the coun- 
cil and membership for revisions. 


Committee to make a new study 
of the constitution and suggest 
amendments was namnied last week, 
with Gerald Savory as chairim.in. 
The full committee includes Flevida 
Friebus, Philip Bourneuf, Xobert 
Perry and John Alexander, ap- 
pointed by the couucil, and Doug- 
las Chandler, Wiliiam Neil, Leigh 
Whipper, John Randolph and Eu- 
gene Francis, elected by the mem- 
bership at the Jan. 22 meeting 
which voted down seven amend- 
ments proposed by a previous com- 
mittee. The latter group was 
chairmaned by Howard Wierum. 


Sentiment has apparently been 
growing for some time for the re- 
vision of the union’s election ma- 
chinery. Under the present sys- 
tem, an official slate of officer and 
council candidates is drawn up by 
a nominating committee composed 
of council appointees and represen- 
tatives elected by the membership. 
Indication that this setup has not 
always worked to the satisfaction 
of the membership is seen in the 


numerous occasions when sizable | 


contingents in the membership 
have used the alternate constitu- 





Shades of Lulu! 


New Orleans, Feb. 6. 

Mae West, who opens here 
Thursday (8) at the Civic the- 
atre in “Diamond Lil,” will be 
feted locally as a result of a 
promotion by The Old French 
Quarter News. Sheet is mak- 
ing her an honorary -quarter- 
ite to mark her first visit to 
New Orleans. 

Stunt will have Miss West 
making a typical tourist’s tour 
through the old Quarter visit- 
ing, among other places, the 
site of Lulu White’s fashion- 
able bordello with Edward 
Alexander Parsons, prexy of 
the Louisiana Historical So- 
ciety, showing her the sights. 











Mae West Philosophical 
Over Atlanta ‘Lil’ Ban; 
‘Won't Starve to Death’ 


Atlanta, Feb. 6. 


“Diamond Lil” came a cropper 
when the Atlanta Library Board 
ruled it “lewd and obscene” and 
said it couldn’t play at the Roxy 
theatre as per schedule. Ban was 
|handed down Tuesday (30). “Lil,” 
|starring Mae West, was due to 
‘open Friday (2) for a_ two-day, 
three-performance run. 


Board took action after perusing 





tional procedure of naming inde- | Copy of play’s script. Milton Far- 
pendent tickets, which have in sev- Tis, chairman of the Library Board, 
eral instances defeated the official , which passes on all legit plays and 


ticket. 


Feeling of one segment in the 
membership appears to favor adop- 
tion of the election system used by 
some of Equity’s affiliate unions in 


| 


acts as board of appeals in differ- 
ences between City Censor Chris- 
tine Smith and film producers, re- 
quested the script after learning 
that “Lil” and the film “She Done 


the Associated Actors & Artists of Him Wrong,” which also starred 
America. Specifically, some ap- | Miss West, were one and the same 


prove the setup used in the Amer- | Story. 


ican Federation of Radio Artists, 


which has no nominating commit-| Alonzo Richardson, 
tee or official slate, but provides | Smith 


Some 18 years ago, the late Mrs. 
whom Miss 


succeeded, lowered the 


for nomination by petition from a| boom on “She Done Him Wrong.” 


stated number of members. 
With the exception of one inde- 
pendently - proposed amendment 


(Continued on page 60) 


‘Peter Pan’ May Pay Off 
On Current Road Tour; 


Jean Arthur Will Leave 


“Peter Pan,” which earned back 
approximately 35% of its $110,000 
investment during its record-break- 
ing run of 321 performances on 
Broadway, may get into the black 
on its current tour. By means of 
favorable theatre and_ royalty 
terms, plus the fact it is playing 
large capacity houses, the Peter 
Lawrence-Roger L. Stevens re- 
vival stands to net as high as 





$15,000 a week on the road. At! 


that rate it could regain its out- 
standing cost in from five to 10 
weeks. 


Jean Arthur-Boris Karloff star- 
rer, currently playing the second 
week of a fortnight stand at the 
Opera House, Boston, goes into the 
Shubert, Phila., mext Monday 
night (12) for two weeks and then 
plays a series of one-week engage- 
ments until April 14, when it opens 
for an extended run at the Opera 
House, Chicago. 


However, Miss Arthur has been 
recalled by Paramount for a film 
assignment, effective April 14, and 
efforts to extend her stay in the 
Barrie revival have thus far failed. 
If a major star replacement can be 
obtained, the tour may be con- 
tinued indefinitely. 





Maurice Schwartz to Do 
20 Concerts in Israel 


Willis Davis, then owner-operator 
of Buckhead theatre, a suburban 
1,000-seater located in Buckhead, 
a couple of miles outside the city 
limits, booked the pic and it ran 
eight weeks to landoffice biz. 

Farris said the board read the 
script and found that its story was 
“set in a saloon in the Bowery and 
that it told of the white slave rack- 
et and about a woman who commit- 
ted a murder, yet who was never 
punished for the crime. We found 
the play to be obscene and lewd 
and do not think it should be 
shown in Atlanta.” 

Concurring in the action with 
Chairman Farris were City Council- 
man Archie Lindsay; Sherwood As- 
tin, clothing store executive; Troy 
B. Stone, textile official, and Hugh 





Bishop, salesman. Another mem- 
| ber, Mrs. Willis Davis, disqualified 
herself. She is the wife of the man 
|who grabbed “She Done Him 
Wrong” for his Buckhead theatre. 
Miss West, contacted by Fred 
Moon, amusement editor of the At- 
lanta Journal, at her hotel in Mem- 
phis, was philosophical about the 
disbarment of “Lil.” 
Moon: “Atlanta’s ban will mean 
more dollars to me than if I played 
‘on Peachtree Street (Atlanta's 
main drag) a month... Publicity is 


(Continued on page 58) 


Horton Bows Okay Preem 
For Bahama Playhouse 


Nassau, Bahamas, Feb. 6. 
Bahama Playhouse had a suc- 
| cessful opening last week with Ed- 
| ward Everett Horton starring in 
Benn W. Levy's perennia! favorite, 
“Springtime for Henry.” Horton 
|directed the cast, which included 
Katharine Bard, Marta Linden 
and Murray Matheson. Current 








Maurice Schwartz, who has just | Week’s bill is “John Loves Mary,” 


completed ive-week tour with With Jeffrey 
. : “Riverside , Miss Bard. Scheduled for subse- 


the Yiddish legiter, 


Drive,” is leaving for Israel end of ;Guent weeks are 
March, for a series of 20 one-man | Ewell; n 
concerts under management of S. OF Money, 
Kahanah of Jerusalem. Concerts | “Arms and the 
Will consist of songs and comic and | 


Lynn, Tom Ewell and 


“Harvey” with 
John Loder in “For Love 
Francis Lederer in 
Man” and Zachary 
Scott in “Second Man.” 


dramatic monologs, in Hebrew and | Performances are given Monday- 


Yiddish. Actor will vacation in 


Miami this month. . 
_ Schwartz has been mulling do- local Capitol theatre. 
ing “King Lear,” in English, with | schedule, 
himself in the title role, for some | legit ever 
time, and has been discussing pro- | presented 
duction possibilities for next fall. ' Philip Langner. 


through-Friday nights at the Play- 
house and Saturday night at the 
Eight-week 
the first full season oc 
offered here, 


Actress told | 


is being student at the college, 
by Martin Manulis and done tonight 


Boston Syndicate Buys 


Canton, Conn., Strawhat 
Boston, Feb. 6. 


sociated in the management of the 
Playhouse, Nantasket Beach, Mass., 
heads a Boston syndicate that has 
purchased the Show Shop, Canton, 
Conn. 

The 360-seat strawhat, about 12 
miles from Hartford, will have an 
Equity policy, opening in mid-June 
for a scheduled 12-week season. 


Gary in Hylton 
Beef to Equity 


Actor-singer Howard Gary, who 
| was signed for the London edition 
|of “Kiss Me, Kate,” has filed a 
protest with Actors Equity against 
British producer Jack Hylton for 
; alleged breach of contract. He 
(claims that after turning down 
| four television dates and a picture 
| offer, and buying clothes and new 
| luggage, he was notified on the 
(eve of sailing that the deal was 
cold. 

| Gary has informed Equity that 
| before signing a contract to play 
the First Gangster in the West 
|End edition of the Cole Porter 
| musical, he was assured by Hylton 
that arrangements were in order 
with British Equity and the Minis- 
_try of Labor for his entry. How- 
/ever, he says that when he re- 
ceived word at the last minute that 
, the agreement was off, the ex- 
| planation was that the Ministry of 
| Labor had refused him permit. 


| Equity officials had not had 

time yesterday (Tues.) te investi- 
| gate the case. There’s some ques- 
|tion of what the union can do 
|about the matter, since the show 

is out of Equity’s jurisdiction and 
|Hylton does not produce in the 
'U. S. Also, it has no actual affilia- 
| tion or even a working agreement 
| with British Equity, which has 
| jurisdiction in the matter. 


| N.Y. STATE SENATE OK 











ON UPPED BROKER FEE) 


Albany, Feb. 6. 

N. Y. State Senate passed last 
night (5), by a 52-3 vote, the Mitch- 
ell bill increasing from 75c. to $1 
_the maximum allowed brokers for 
'resale of theatre and other admis- 
| sion tickets. 
| It goes to the Assembly, where 
| the companion Wilson bill is ex- 
pected to win approval. 


Spewack ‘Golden State’ 
Shows 506 Final Loss 





Final accountant’s statement on) 
“Golden State,” recent comedy by | 


, Samuel Spewack, shows a loss of 
‘a little under $50,000 on the $60,000 
investment. Backers last week re- 
/ceived checks covering the return. 
_Play was produced by Bella (Mrs.) 
| Spewack, with the author as direc- 
‘tor, but Daniel Mann being 
| brought in for re-staging during 
the final week of the Philly tryout. 
| Statement shows the production 
‘cost slightly over $28,900, includ- 


ing $8,342 for scenery, $1,300 for | 
‘props, $1,720 for costumes, $1,856 | 


for electrics and sound, $1,000 di- 
jrector fee, $6,000 rehearsal ex- 
|penses, $4,400 preliminary adver- 
| tising, $1,200 company manager 
‘salary, $700 office expense and 
$1,200 legal fees and expenses. 


| Tryout grosses were $7,700 and 
$5,800, involving a total loss of 
$11,000. Grosses for the four 
weeks at the Fulton, N. Y., were 
$10,700 ‘($800 loss), $10,500 ($300 
loss), $8,600 ($1,500 loss) and 
$2,800 ($6,700 loss), for a total loss 


| 
| 


of $9,300 on the engagement. Clos- , 


| ing expenses were $1,300, less $400 
from the sale of props. 


Julie Haydon Lead In | 


Kans. College ‘Menagerie’ 
Kansas City, Feb. 6. 
Julie Haydon is in Hays, Kans., 
to play lead in “The Glass Menag- 
erie” production of the Fort Hays 
| Kansas State College little theatre 
| group. 
| Play, directed by Jack Harris, 
former Coast player. now a pre-law 
is being 
(6), tomorrow and 








| Thursday. 


Joseph B. Somerset, formerly as- 


‘Salesman’ Cast Beefs to Equity On 
Balto Color Line; Union Helpless 


+ 





Entente Cordiale 


Martin Feinstein, head of 
publicity for Sol Hurok, takes 
French lessons at the Berlitz 
school. He was returning from 
the school to his office one 
day last week, with his baoks 
under his arm, when he met 
Sadler’s Wells ballerina Mar- 
got Fonteyn. She asked him 
where he’d been, and he told 
her. 

Oh,” she said, “are you com- 
ing to England next year?” 


‘Kate’ Caught in Middle 
Of Rival Mgrs. Fire In 
Portland, Ore., Flareup 


Portland, Ore., Feb. 6. 


City Commissioner J. E. Bennett 
‘last week had to settle a conflict 
|arising over the booking of “Kiss 
| Me, Kate,” scheduled for the Civic 
| Auditorium March 13-17. He acted 
as referee at an unrehearsed oral 
|joust between William Duggan, 
|manager of the Auditorium, and 
| M. M. Mesher, general manager of 
ithe Evergreen theatre interests in 
| Portland. 

Mesher, who for months had 
‘been negotiating to bring “Kate” 
| to the Mayfair theatre, charged 
that he lost the show to Duggan, 
who also acts as a booker of stage 
shows from time to time, in addi- 
tion to his role of auditorium man- 
ager. 











at the Auditorium for March 13- 
17, and was informed that the 
evenings were taken up by another 
show. 


Then he learned that “Kate” was 


same dates he tried to get. Dug- 
gan denied Mesher’s charge that he 





he also had been negotiating for 
“Kate” for some time. 

| Mesher told Bennett he consid- 
lered it “unethical” that Duggan 
| should manage the Auditorium and 
'at the same time promote private 
| bookings of stage shows. Commis- 
'sioner Bennett said he personally 


‘did not favor Duggan’s rual role, | 


| but pointed out that he had been 
| made manager by the ex-city Com- 
missioner Kenneth L. Cooper to 
' spearhead the modernization cam- 
|paign and bring in shows to help 
the auditorium “out of the red.” 
Bennett said he would hence- 
ferth see to it that no furtl er mis- 
understandings on Auditorium 
dates would occur. 
| The Mayfair is owned by the Wil- 
|lamette Amusement Corp., com- 
‘prised by the J. J. Parker and Ever- 
green Theatre chains. “As You 
Like It” had a five-day engage- 
'ment there last week. Les Ballets 
'de Paris is set for four nights this 
week. “High Button Shoes” was 
the last legit at the Auditorium 
/over a year ago. 


| Delay Seen on Palmerton 
Miami Beach Legit Setup 


Miami Beach, Feb. 6. 





son at the Roosevelt Playhouse 
here, scheduled to open Feb. 16, 
may be postponed a week or more 
by the click of “Borscht-Capades,” 
bilingual revue. Latter show, which 
started the stage “policy at the 
house Jan. 24, after it had been 
converted from a filmery, has been 
playing to strong business and is 
being held over beyond its original 
run. 

Opening legit bill under Palmer- 
ton's guest-star stock setup will 
probably be*Joan Blondel! in “Hap- 
py Birthday,” with Eve Arden in 
“Over 21,” Cesar Romero in 
| “Strictly Dishonorable” and Susan 

“Barretts of Wimpole 


‘Peters in 
Street” as possible subsequent bills. 
-Palmerton is also trying to get 
| Louis Calhern and Ann Harding as 
|co-stars in a revival of “Yes, My 
| Darling Daughter.” 

| The stock operation is slated to 
continue through the winter and as 
far into spring as business war- 
| rants. Palmerton will be director- 
producer, with Harry Lowell as 
_stage manager and Elliot Marion 
production assistant. Palmerton 
_will again operate his strawhats 
next summer at Worcester and 
Fitchburg, Mass. 


Mesher said he had asked | 
Duggan what events were booked | 


booked at the Auditorium for the | 


had “juggled” the dates, and said | 


Guy Palmerton’s legit stock sea- | 


+ Cast of the touring “Death of a 


| Salesman,” starring Thomas Mitch- 
ell, recently followed the example 
,of one of the ‘Mister Roberts” 
| troupes in registering a complaint 
/ with Actors Equity against the ra- 
cial segregation policy of Ford’s 
theatre, Baltimore. As in the case 
of the “Roberts” protest, the 
union’s reaction was to commend 
| the company’s attitude, but to point 
out that nothing could be done 
{under the basic contract with the 
League of N. Y. Theatres. 

| Meanwhile, the “Roberts” inci- 
dent had further’ repercussions 
within the union, with actress But- 
terfly McQueen suggesting that 
Equity members appearing at 
Ford’s theatre should join pickets 
| outside the house until just before 
| curtain time, and union officials 
warning that such action would 
violate actors’ contracts. It was 
pointed out that, beyond register- 
‘ing protests, the only course now 
open to Equity members is to ob- 
tain a clause in individual contracts 
permitting them not to_play in the- 
atres or cities practicing segrega- 
tion. 

In a letter to the ‘“‘Roberts” cast, 
Miss McQueen stated, “Thank good- 
ness there are people such as you 
who have time to concern them- 
selves with better conditions for 
those of us who, by tradition and 
custom, have been labeled ‘Negro.’ 
| Wouldn't it be effective for the 
cast to join the picket lines until 
just before curtain time? And in- 
stead of intermissions of gabbing 
and eating, why not invite the au- 
dience to picket the theatre quietly 
and orderly?” 

Equity officials, commenting that 
the actress’ letter “does credit to 
‘her heart,” nevertheless pointed 
out that unless an actor’s individu- 
al contract specifically exempts 
| him from playing a segregated the- 
atre or city, he is required to do 
so. “Once he signs a_ standard 
Equity contract he has got to live 
up to it,’ the union warned. “He 
| has to play wherever the produc- 
‘tion is booked. He has to give his 

best efforts to make the play a 
success. And he cannot, even for 
reasons which seem good to him,. 
| do anything to hurt the production 
'or make it less profitable while he 
|is a member of the company. 
| “So Equity cannot permit such 
'action by its members. And the 
| council has laid down a ruling that 
|no member of a company may pick- 
et the production or engage in ac- 
tivities which would discredit or 
‘hurt that production, as long as he 
_is a part of it.” 


Proper Exploitation Can 
Sell Legit Shows on Road, 


j 


| Says Producer Hammond 


' Thomas Hammond, producer of 
‘the touring “Apple of His Eye” 
company, starring Edward Arnold, 
_hopes to send out five road presen- 
|tations next season to play identi- 
‘cal routes at regular intervals. He 
figures on making them star vehi- 
‘eles, preferably with Hdllywood 
_hames. 
| On the basis of his experience 
'thus far with “Apple,” he believes 
there’s a ready public for name- 
‘headed comedies operating on a 
modest budget, provided the tours 
are shrewdly laid out, particularly 
‘if he works closely with local the- 
atre managers who will play the 
shows, and if the advertising and 
exploitation setup in each town is 
/ properly handled. 

If he can line up a promising list 
of plays and stars for next season, 
Hammond expects to have no trou- 
ble financing for the »roject, as he 
‘already has enough pledges from 
a group of Wall Street brokers 
whom he has formed into a syndi- 
cate. He also has proinises of suffi- 
cient coin for the Broadway pro- 
duction of a new undisclosed musi- 
cal which he has under option, but 
the presentation of that will wait 
until after he sets up the series of 
touring shows. 

Unlike most presenters of tour- 
‘ing shows, Hammond personally 
visits in advance almost every town 
on the route, getting acquainted 
with the local theatre manager and 
trying to cooperate in hypoing the 
ad-publicity buildup for his produc- 
tion. Doing that, dropping in on 
his company every couple of weeks 
for a persona] powwow, and hop- 

(Continued on page 56) 
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Legit Bits 


Mike Goldreyer, currenty sub- 
bing as company manager of 
“South Pacific” during the illness 
of Maurice Winters, will next be 

eneral manager of- ‘Courtin 

ime”... Alfred de Liagre, Jr., 
producer of “Second Threshold, 
leaves Saturday (10) for London to 
attend the opening of the West End 
edition of “Madwoman of Chail- 
lot.” then goes to Germany and 
Austria to try to unfreeze blocked 
currency earned there by “Voice 
of the Turtle.” He'll stop off in 
Paris en route back . .. Lars Nor- 
denson, producer of the recent re- 
vival of “Enemy of the People,” 
has optioned “A Matter of Living, 
by agent Robert Lantz .. . Rita 
Cahill, secretary for producers Cy 
Feuer and Ernest H. Martin, leaves 
in a few weeks to be married... 
Claim of Flora Robson, star of the 
recent “Black Chiffon,” against 
producer John Wildberg for re- 
turn passage to England will be 
taken to arbitration. 

George Schaefer, executive pro- 
ducer of the N. Y. C. Theatre Co., 
has gone to his home in Chicago 
for a week’s rest. Maurice Evans, 
artistic supervisor of the company 
and star of the recent revival of 
“Richard II,” left Monday (5) for 
Hollywood to complete shooting of 
Metro’s “Kind Lady,” starring 
Ethel Barrymore... After return- 
ing for the opening Saturday night 
(3) of “Rose Tattoo,” Louis A. Lo- 
tito, manager of the Martin Beck, 
N. Y., and president of City Play- 
houses, Inc., hustles back this week 
to Boca Raton, Fla., to continue 
his vacation another fortnight . . 
Ward Morehouse, drama columnist 
of the N. Y. World-Telegram & 
Sun, and Willie Priori, of the 
Metro press department, who have 
not been speaking for the last year, | 
have called off their spat. Until 
the W-T purchased the N. Y. Sun 
about a year ago, Priori had been 
Morehouse’s assistant on that and 
other sheets for 25 years ... Sam 
Schwartz, general manager of “Sec- 
ond Threshold,” in Mt. Sinai hos- 
pital, N. Y., for observation and | 
treatment for gallstones ... Angela | 
Jacobs, temporarily out of the cast 
of the touring “Streetcar Named 
Desire” because of a heart ailment, 
is recuperating at Florence Crit- 
tenden hospital, Detroit . . . Mur- 
dock Pemberton is pressagent and 
Dixie French manager of “Jotham 
Valley,” the Moral Re-Armament 
show which premiered last night 
(Tues.) . . . Paul Welch resigned 
as treasurer of the Chicago Civic 
Opera House last week. 

“Meet the Authors,” 
Chodorov comedy sketch previous- 
ly seen in last season’s “Alive and 
Kicking,” has been added to the 
first act of “Bless You All”, . 
Film actor Franklin Pangborn re- 
turns to Broadway after 25 years 
to appear in “Make a Wish”... 
Forrest C. Haring is general pro- 
duction manager of “Green Pas- 
tures,” with Edward Haas as com- 
pany manager, Benjamin Kranz 


Jerome | 


_| cluded. 


($40,000 damages and $5,362 inter- | 


est, in his recent successful suit 
'and Lemuel Ayers for alleged 
| breach of agreement in connection 
'with the production of “Kiss Me, 
| Kate”. ..Tod Andrews, who played 
the lead in the second company of 


“Mister Roberts” for several 
|months, has succeeded John 
Forsythe in the original troupe 


'and been raised to star billing. 
| Harold Jacoby is company man- 
ager of “High Ground,” for which 
Felix Jacoves is stage manager and 
{George Shumlin assistant... Irv- 
ing Cooper is company manager of 
the Broadway edition of “Kiss Me, 
Kate,” succeeding William Norton 

..William Tostevin is pressagent 
for the touring “Apple of His Eye,” 
succeeding Dick Weaver.. As of 
last week, the ANTA Fund cam- 
paign has raised $316,810... Fred 
Hofer has acquired, through the 
New York office af Samuel French, 
the German language rights to 
George Kelly’s ‘“Show-Off"” for 
Germany, Austria and Switzerland. 
He sails soon to arrange produc- 
tions there. 

Ivor Novello, British playwright, 


returning to England tonight 
(Wed.) on the Queen Mary 
Walter Crisham, who'll produce 


the new Hermione Gingold revue, 
“It’s About Time,” arrives from 
Britain tomorrow (Thurs.) on the 
America. Show is scheduled to 
open in Boston March 4... Rus- 
sell Collins due in on the America 
after appearing in the London 
production of “Mister Roberts.” 





Met Basso Siepi Signs 
3-Year Col Artists Pact 


Cesare Siepi, new basso “find” 
of the Metropolitan Opera, has 
been signed to a three-year man- 
agement pact by Andre Mertens, 
Columbia Artists Mgt. veepee and 
head of its Mertens & Parmelee 
division. Siepi was brought over 
last fall from Italy for the first time 
for the Met’s opening production, 
“Don Carlo,” scoring a big critical 
success. He was under a personal 
management contract with Wladi- 
mir Lubarsky, a N- Y. talent agent, 
and an admicable deai was effected 
{between Mertens and Lubarsky for 
Siepi’s release, with Lubarsky still 
to share in Siepi’s earnings. Con- 
|cert booker David Libidins was go- 
‘between in the Lubarsky-Mertens 
| deal. 


Mertens is lining up a big con- 
{cert tour for the basso for next 
season, with a full Met sked in- 
Siepi will also sing in 
opera in Mexico City this summer, 
and there’s talk of a film bid. Sing- 
‘er was one of the four Soloists in 
the Verdi “Requiem,” which Arturo 
_ Toscanini recently performed with 
,the NBC Symphony. Siepi will re- 
peat the Verdi “Requiem” at the 


against producers Saint Subber | 


general stage manager and Andy | Met under Bruno Walter in March 





U.S. Folk Opera Set | | 


For Bermuda Showing 


Hamilton, Bermuda, Feb. 6. 


‘The Wind Blows Free,” folk | 
opera by Alec Wilder, Arnold Sund- 
gaard and Charlotte Perry, will be 
'presented as part of the Bermuda | 
|Spring Arts’ Festival opening 
'March 26 at Hamilton. Dale Was- | 
-serman, who directed the work) 
when it was tried out last fall at 
Suffern, N. Y., will repeat the as- 
signment. 


Principal cast members will be 
recruited in New York. Folk opera 
will be an addition to a series of 
dance presentations which Trudy 
Goth, head of N. Y. Choreogra- 
phers Workshop, is arranging in 
Bermuda for the festival. Miss 
Goth is bringing 15 people, most- 
ly dancers, to Bermuda for the af- 
fair, and is supervising the opera 
project. 








Kaye, Eglevsky Give Sock 
Lineup to N.Y. City Ballet; 
Robbins, Lang Into Legit 


The N. Y. City Ballet Co., which 
presents a winter season of four 
weeks at City Center, N. Y., start- 
ing next Tuesday (13), has added 
two new productions and several 
stars to its already strong roster, 
for unusual b.o. appeal. Nora Kaye, 
rated America’s foremost dramatic 
ballerina, who has been star of 
Ballet Theatre since its inception 
in 1940, has joined the troupe as 
regular member. Andre Eglevsky, 
premier danseur of Marquis de 
Cuevas’ Grand Ballet, and one of 
the top classic dancers in ballet, 
has taken leave of absence from 
the Cuevas company to be a guest 
with the N. Y. troupe for its winter 
season. Yurek Lazowski, a fine 
character dancer, formerly with 
Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo and 
Ballet Theatre, has also joined the 
N. Y. outfit. Additions give the 
N. Y. City Ballet Co. one of the 
strongest lineups in the field. 

New productions to be presented 
are “La Valse,” set to Maurice 
Ravel music, and “Card Game,” to 
Igor Stravinsky's score. Both are 
George Balanchine choreographic 
creations. ‘“‘Card Game” was orig- 
inally done in 1937 for the Ameri- 
can Ballet, but is entering the City 
Ballet Co. repertoire, in revised 
form, for the first time. 

Jerome Robbins, associate artistic 
director of the troupe, is busy 
'staging dances for the Rodgers- 
‘Hammerstein musical, “The King 
and I,” and won't be able to dance 
with the ballet company. Harold, 
Lang, who filled in for Robbins for 
the fall season, has also left for a 
legit stint. Troupe’s principals will 
/include Miss Tallchief, Janet Reed, 


Anderson and Charles Pratt, Jr.,' and the same month do two ap- Tanaquil LeClerq, Melissa Hayden, 


assistants. Tom Weatherly is press- | 
agent, succeding Joe Shea, with. 


Richard Williams associate. Revival | 
will be billed as the Wigreen Co. | 
(Estate of Dwight Deere Wiman), | 
in association with Harry Fromkes, | 
presentation of Mare Connelly’s | 


new production . . . Willard Keefe | 


is pressagent of “Romeo and Ju-| 
liet” ... Max Allentuck is company ¢ 


manager of “Autumn Garden”... 
Rex Connor is subbing as house 


manager of the National, N. Y., | 


during Frank Smith’s stay in the 
hospital . . . Guthrie McClintic, 


sailing March 1 for a vacation in| 
Spain, has dropped his option on’ 


Fulton Oursler’s “Greatest S 
Ever Told.” a 


Dispute between Actors Equity 


(and Chorus Equity) and Moral 
Re-A rmanent, Inc. (the Oxford 
Group) was settled last week 


when the religious outfit agree 
to have the cast of 
ley” join the union. Musical drama 
ovened last night (Tues.) at the 


“Jotham Val- | 


pearances in the Mozart “Requiem” 
with the Chicago Symphony, also 
under Walter. He’s due on the Fire- 
stone Hour (AM-TV) April 9. 





Shows in Rehearsal 


Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
D (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 





“Autumn Garden” (D)—Kermit 
'Bloomgarden, prod.; Harold Clur- 
man, dir. 

“Green Pastures” (M)—Wigreen 
Co.-Harry Fromkes, prods.; Marc 
Connelly, dir. 
| “King and I’ (M)—Richard Rodg- 
‘ers & Oscar Hammerstein II, 
prods.; John van Druten, dir. 
| “Let Me Hear the Melody” (C)— 
‘Harold Clurman, Walter Fried, 
| prods,; Clurman, dir. 
| “Mary Rose” (CD) — Helen 
| Hayes--ANTA, prods.; John Stix, 


48th Street, N. Y.... The Theatre | dir 


Guild, which a few weeks a 29 Op- 
tioned the Edmund Wilson drama, 

Little Blue Light,” has dropped 
the script .. . The New Opera Co., 
which had a commercial success 
nearly a decade ago with a Broad- 
way presentation of “Rosalinda.” a 
musical comedy edition of “Die 
Fledermaus,” is talking of reviv- 
ing the work again next fall... 
“Genendl Heart,” Henry Sherman’s 
dramatization of Baruch Lumet’s 
novel of Jewish folklore, is being 
agented by Claire Leonard... 
James Nederlander, manager of 
the Lyceum, Minneapolis, was in 
town last week to look over 
the Broadway shows ... “King 
Lear,” with Louis Calhern re- 
suming the title role, will open 
its fall tour Sept. 10 at the 
Boston Opera House 

Agent Richard LaMarr last week 


Obtained a N. Y. supreme court, 


judgment for $45,362, representing 


| “Moon Is Blue” (C)— Richard 
| Aldrich & Richard Myers, Julius 
Fleischman, Ot t o Preminger, 
| prods.; Preminger, dir. 

| “Razzle Dazzle” (RY) — David 
| Heilweill, Derrick Lynn-Thomas, 
| prods.; Edward Reveaux, dir. 

| “Small Hours” (CD)—Max Gor- 


| “Springtime Folly” (C) — United 
Poemanees, Sees en Michel, dir. 
| “Square Needle” (C)—Tom Mc 
Gowan & Tom Holland, prods.; 
Thomas B. Henry, dir. 


20th Pacts Conley 
| Eugene Conley, Met Opera ten- 
or, has been signed by 20th-Fox 
/to make a 30-minute film in their 
series of musical shorts. 

Conley reports in Hbilywood 
Feb. 23. 





| Sam prod.; George S. Kaufman, | 
ir 


Diana Adams, Beatrice Tompkins, 
Patricia Wilde, Yvonne Mounsey, 
Nicholas Magallanes, Francisco 
Moncion, Herbert’ Bliss, Hugh 
| Laing, Todd Bolender and Frank 
|Hobi. Balanchine is artistic direc- 
tor of the troupe and Leon Barzin 
musical director. 


Ballet top is being raised from 
$3 to $3.60 for the first time at City 
| Center. This will apply to the or- | 
chestra and first three rows of mez- | 
‘zanine. Other prices, at $2.40, | 
$1.80 and $1.50, remain the same. 
N. Y. City Opera Co. top, which 
was also $3, will go to $3.60 when 
opera begins at the Center next) 
month. Top for legit shows, of 33, | 
‘will probably remain. Ballet and | 
opera costs have jumped, and the 
_ Center still feels the new top com- 
| pares favorably with other compa- 
| nies, its opera $3.60 top being far 
,less than the Met Opera’s $7.50, 
_and its ballet’s $3.60 top comparing 
with the $6 that Ballet Theatre | 
charged in N. Y. last month. - Legit 
top stays at $3 to keep it in line 
with Broadway’s $4.80 straight play 

top. 








Met Nets $20,000 In 
Gala Aboard N.Y. Ship 


Gala supper dance for the bene- | 
fit of the Metropolitan Opera Fund | 


_ last night ‘Tues.) aboard the S. S. | 


Independence in N. Y. harbor net- 
ted the Fund $20,000. 

| This brings total to date to $185,- 
000. Met is seeking $750,000 from | 
ithe public to help it offset last 
| season's deficit and similar one ex- 
pected this year. | 
| Handel Society, Inc., has been 
| chartered to conduct a musical and 
\ theatrical business in New York. 








- - 
Inside Stuff—Lesit 

Investors in the Chandler Cowles-Anthony Brady Farrell production 
of “Billy Budd,” opening Saturday night (10) at the Biltmore, N y,, 
include singer David Daniels, $1,300; production assistant Ruth Bed. 
ford, $1,300; Arnold B. Gurtler, operator of Elitch’s Gardens, Denver, 
$1,600; Mimi Nolte, mother of actor Charles Nolte, $400; Mary Curtis 
Zimbalist, stepmother of producer Efrem Zimbalist, Jr., and wife of 
the violinist; Frances (Mrs. John) Hersey, $650; actress Dorothy Mc- 
Guire, $600; author-director Joshua Logan, $1,600; stage manager 
Charles Pratt, Jr.; production associate Evan Frankel, $1,600; co- 
producer Farrell, $6,000; stage manager David Kanter, $200; scenic 
builder William Nolan, $600; conductor Evan Whallon, $600; assistant 
stage manager Robert Margulies, $250;° film-television scripter Max 
Wilk, $120; actor-singer Francis Monachino, $200; Evelyn Miller (Mrs. 
Alvin) Cooperman, wife of the United Booking Office employee, $250: 
pressagent George Ross, $200; general manager Paul Groll, $200; chief 
electrician Michael Burnes, $150, and production secretary Lois God- 
frey, $250. General partners in the $60,000 venture are Cowles and 
director Norris Houghton. 





“Rose Tattoo,” which premiered Saturday night (3) at the Martin 
Beck, N. Y., had the dubious distinction of setting a new season mark 
for latecomers. Although the curtain was advertised for 8:30 and 
actually rang up about 8:45, playgoers were still flocking down the 
aisles at 9:05 and the final couple to arrive in the orchestra center 
crawled over adjacent-sitters at 9:15. 

Staffs for producer Cheryl Crawford and the theatre did their best 
to hurry the audience to seats, ringifig the lobby bell, holding the 
house lights on dim and having attendants call out that the curtain 
was going up. But the swarm of dawdlers disrupted the play’s opening 
scene and marred the next ones. There were intermission reports in 
the lobby that traffic had been particularly bad at curtain time, but 
a likelier explanation seemed to be the fact that it was Saturday, when 
pre-theatre dinner parties are presumably in order. 

Backers of the Alfred de Liagre, Jr., production of “Second Thresh- 
old” include former publisher George Backer, freelance journalist Rus- 
sell Davenport, bandleader Meyer Davis, de Liagre, his father, pro- 
ducer Richard Myers, $1,000 each; theatre owner and real estate op- 
erator Robert Dowling, magazine editor Jane Grant, theatre manager 
Louis A. Lotito, $1,500; lighting technician Edward Kook, general 
manager Victor Samrock, the late Dwight Deere Wiman, $2,000; former 
producer Joseph Verner Reed, $3,000; theatreowner Howard S. Cull- 
man, $4,000, and producer Roger L. Stevens, $5,000. The venture is 
capitalized at $50,000. 





Esquire mag, soliciting ads for its May issue out April 6, and stress- 
ing Mother's Day, is using a takeoff on the Playbill legit program, in 
a one-shot called “The Paybill.”’ Format is like the Playbill, in size, 
cover color and makeup inside. Lead page of actual program listings 
reads: “Robert F. Buggein, in association with Dan E. Provost, presents 


Esky in ‘We Remember Mama,’ a new American production with Ad- 


vertisers, Readers, Customers, Retailers and Mothers.” Cast is listed 
as “Mr. Advertiser, The May Issue of Esquire, Mr. and Mrs. Esquire 
Reader, Mr. and Mrs. Gift Customer, Mr. Retailer and Mama.” Buggcein 
is ad director, and Provost ad manager, for the mag. 





James W. Egan, Jr., has resigned as board chairman of Chicago 
Stagebill, Inc., publisher of legit programs in Chi. R. Robert Fieberg 
has been elected president an@ will be principal executive officer of 
the firm, succeeding his late brother, Paul H. Fieberg, Jr. The latter's 
widow, Laura W. Fieberg, is vice-president, and Mrs. Mary Waggoner 
continues as secretary-treasurer. Fieberg was formerly assistant man- 
ager to his brother in the firm founded by their father. 

Chicago Stagebill, Inc., was recently formed to merge the assets of 
Chicago Stagebill and Fieberg Press. 





Following bow last week of “Not For Children” in Bridgeport, first 
legit preem in the city for many years, the Bridgeport Post editorialized 
that “nobody connected with bringing this offering to Bridgeport ought 
to feel discouraged. We have a good theatre and we can provide a 
good audience. An occasional balance of good plays will restore every- 
one to good humor,” 





Number of people who attended performances of the Equity Library 


.Theatre’s recent production of Robert E. Sherwood’s ‘‘Road to Rome,” 


subsequently made contributions to ELT “in appreciation.” 
ranged from $1 to $25, totalling $43. 
part in the show. 


Checks 
Jean Muir played the leading 





Backers of Shepard Traube’s revival of “Green Bay Tree,” which is 
financed at $40,000, include attorney Robert Rockmore, representing 


/actor Jay Robinson, who was slated for a leading role in the play but 
withdrew, $13,450; Traube, $1,250; theatreowner Harry Gould, $1,000, 


and the late producer Dwight Deere Wiman, $1,000. 











idienGhkeas | 
25th Anni of U. S. Bow 


Lauritz Melchior next week will 
be celebrating the 25th anniver- 
sary of his singing debut in the 
U. S., the Danish-born tenor having | 
made his bow Feb. 17, ’26, in 
“Tannhauser” at the Met Opera 
House, N. Y. He’s appearing on 
the Tallulah Bankhead “Big Show” 
Sunday, Feb. 18, when his part of 
the program will be devoted to his 
anni. He’s also on the Firestone 
Hour (AM-TV) next Monday (12), 
with his wife, Kleinchen. 

Singer has about 15 AM-TV 


Hammond 


Continued from page 55 


ping back and forth to New York 
to take care of business details at 
his homeoffice, still leaves him time 
enough for frequent lecture dates 
.0 ballyhoo the show. 


One thing that especially riles 
‘Hammond is the attitude of many 
veteran company managers and 
| pressagents, that it doesn’t matter 
how much a show is promoted and 
advertised, as the public will either 
flock to see it or stay away, re- 
'gardless. His experience with “Ap- 
ple” has already proved to him, he 
| says, that such a reaction is simply 
defeatist and unwarranted. He says 
dates for this season. He's also the producer of touring shows has 
been concertizing since September, to hustle nowadays, but that by 
with approximately 70 dates, either supporting and cooperating with 
in recital or with orchestra, lined local theatre men, and giving road 
up by his concert manager, James audiences their money's worth, it’s 
A. Davidson, for the season. Decca | possible to draw profitable trade 
will shortly release a “Student | from a ready publi: 

Prince” album in which Melchior) “Apple,” which involved a pro- 
is featured. Singer has also con- | duction cost of about $30,000 and 
tracted to do a book (his first) for breaks even at around $11,000 
Little, Brown & Co., based on his, when one-nighting, has made a 
big-game hunting experiences. Af- _modest but steady operating profit 
ter finishing his concert tour this so far. Harnmond expects it to re- 
spring, he’s going to Europe. | Pay its investment and earn a small 
| dividend before the season ends. 











Antonia Brico, one of the few | 
femmes in the symph conducting | 
field, will be guest conductor 
the Salmaggi Opera Co. prese 
tion of “Carmen” at the 
of Music, Brooklyn, Satu 





Arthur Rodzinski, who returned 
for from Europe last week, will con- 
nta- | duct two concerts in Montreal with 
Academy | Les Concerts Symphoniques, start- 
rday (10). | ing tonight (7). 
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British Legit Off 10%, With Even 
Pantomimes Showing Dip of 15-207, 


By HARRY REGENSBERG 
London, Jan. 30. 


Legit biz, with few exceptions, 
has taken at least a 10% tumble 
in the last few months in the Brit- 
ish Isles. But the biggest surprise 
are the pantomimes, for many years 
the traditional Yuletide top money- 
getters. In most cases, they show 
a dip of 15-20%. This is a serious 
position for an industry involving 
an annual outlay of around $2,- 
500,000. 

There are more than 150 pantos 
scattered over Britain, and at least 
25% are supers involving an out- 
lay per show of $30,000 to $75,000. 

Toppers among panto producers 
are Tom Arnold; Prince Littler; 
Emile Littler; Stewart Cruikshank, 
head of Howard & Wyndham, Ltd.; 


Sam Newsome, wealthy indie 
theatre owner in the provinces 
(who has leaped to the front 


in recent years); Bert Montague, 
whose quartet of pantos includes 
one in association with Derek Roy, 
the radio comic, who also stars in 
it; Jack Hylton; Francis Laidler; 
Jack Taylor; Lew & Leslie Grade. 


Of the No. 2 operators, the most 


Amportant are Jack Gillam; Elkan 


Simons, some in association with 
Walter Fellows; Lal Edwards; J. D. 
Roberton; Will Collins; Cyril Gib- 


y% 
or 


Rep. Klein Wants USO To 


Get Belasco at $1 a Year 


Washington, Feb. 6. 
Following up on proposals to re- 
|}open the old Belasco theatre as a 
| stage-door canteen for servicemen, 
| just as it was during World War II, 
|Rep. Arthur G. Klein, of New York, 
/has introduced a bill to have the 
| Belasco turned over to USO at $1 
'a year. Measure would also re- 

quire the Government to foot the 
cost of renovation and operation. 

| “The appropriation required wil: 
|not be large,” said Klein. “It's 
| estimated that restoring the stage 








|and other facilities to the condi-| 


{tions existing when it was a famous 
| World War II stage-door canteen 
| will cost about $75,000, and that 
light, heat, power and maintenance 


!and janitor service will cost $2,000 | 


or $3,000 a year.” 


| Offer Co-op Wage Setup 
For Indpls. Operettas; 
Planning Longer Season 


Indianapolis, Feb. 6. 
Decision to back another season 
'of Starlight Musicals here in 1951 








bin (Hymie Zahl); and indie thea-! on a cooperative plan guaranteeing 
tre operator A. A. Shenburn. 150% of wages to participating 
Important suburbs, such as Wim- ' unions and chorus members, was 
bledon, Golders’ Green, Hammer- | made here recently by the Indi- 
smith, Croydon and Lewisham @Mapolis Theatre Assn, 
where there is a big kids’ (hefty Guarantee, however, is limited 
panto habitues, who drag the adults | t0 the $14,600 balance it now has 


along) trade, have proved the big- | im the bank, a leftover from the 
gest sufferers. an A nag ng gg Mie 
efunct “Stars Under 
Blame Slumps on Cold, Flu, TV | series at Butler Bowl three years 
As is usual when biz is bad,| ago. Charles Hedley, producer- 
producers have advanced many | director of Starlight Musicals, was 
reasons for this year’s decline, | authorized to go ahead with pre-_ 
among them the snow and frost | liminary arrangements pending 
that surrounded the best part of | acceptance or rejection of the offer 
England (worst in 20 years around | by the unions. 
Xmas time), the flu and smallpox | Theatre group reported the net 
threat, the continual harping on/| actual loss in making up the 50% 
war by the press, and shortage of | guarantee on four weeks of oper- 
money resulting in regular pa- | etta at the fair grounds last sum- 


Somnes to Direct Again As 
Elitch Marks 60th Year 


Denver, Feb. 6. 
George Somnes, who directed 
| Summer stock at Elitch Gardens 
here for 2. years, has been signed 
by Arnold Gurtler, president of the 
| Elitch Theatre Co., to direct again 
this year. 


Sadler's Ballet Sets Record $2,000.00 
Gross in 20-Week U. §.-Canada Tour 





This will be the 60th | 


year for Elitch, and according to | Starlight Tests Tastes 


Gurtler will be appropriately cele- | 


brated. 
| The season will open June 24 


‘and run 10 weeks. 





) ae. ° *s |light Theatre sets 
eg) as ong a it ‘musical productions for the first | 


Is Dead: Webster 


; There is no longer a theatre-go- 
ing habit in America, as there used 
to be, and as there still is in Eu- 
rope, according to Margaret Web- 
ister. People take in a hit show 
because it gives them something 


to talk about over a cocktail; they | 


don’t go anymore for the sake of 
just going to the theatre. 
| “King Lear” revival which closed 
| last Saturday (3) afte a short run, 
| Says Miss Webster, would have 
|commanded general interest 20 


|years ago on its name and on the | 


‘sheer fact that it was being done. 
She says that high prices and costs, 


plus other forms of entertainment, | 


have changed our habits. 

Lack of shows out of town is 
similarly killing the desire or habit 
of attending the theatre, the ac- 
tress-director adds. She’s still 
hurt by the fact that one of her 
pet projects, the Shakespeare-on- 
wheels production that toured the 
country for two years, couldn’t re- 
sume this season. First season the 
project operated at a tiny profit, 
she says, but didn’t get back its 
production cost. Second season, 
with production costs thrown into 
the weekly budget, troupe found 


'the costs too high. There was also | 


a touring problem, getting in the 
eight performances needed a week 
to make the venture pay. 


The | 


Kansas City, Feb. 6. 

| Local population is being 

sampled as to its tastes anc views 

before the board of the new Star- 
its policy on 


outdoor season to begin June 25. 
Theatre has retained Community 
Studies, Inc., to sample at least 
1,000 families in Clay, Wyandotte, 
Jackson and Johnson’ counties, 
comprising the metropolitan area. 
Dr. W. D. Bryant is in charge. 

Survey actually got under way 
last week, and final policy of the 
Starlight operation will be formu- 
lated after returns are in. Star- 
‘light is to have a season of 10 
shows, one to open on each suc- 
cessive Monday night beginning 
June 25. 





Producer Cochran, Hero 


Of Many Comebacks, Is 


' Sir Charles B. Cochran, 78, who 


For K.C. Productions 


Dead in London at 78 


+ Sadler’s Wells Ballet of London, 


_ which returned to England a week 
ago after a 20-week tour of the U.S. 
and Canada, set up a string of rec- 
ords in N. Y. and.on the road ina 
tour unprecedented in ballet his- 
tory. Overall gross of almost $2,- 
000.000 (tax excluded), at a $6 top, 
is highest figure any ballet troupe 


has taken in in any season. It ex- 
ceeded comparative Met Opera 
grosses, which last season, in 25 


weeks in N. Y. and on the road, at 
a top running from $7.50 to $12, 
totaled $2,460,000. 


Weekly grosses of Sadler’s on 
the road exceeded those of any 
|legit show in N. Y.; some of its 
| Single-night stands were larger 
than a Broadway show’s take all 
| week. Sadler’s even exceeded the 
| record takes of the touring “South 
| Pacific” or “Oklahoma.” 


;} Troupe gave 153 performances 
in 32 cities, traveling 14,500 miles 
}in a special train carrying a per- 
sonnel of 130 (85 from England, 
|mostly dancers, and 45 musicians 
'from here). Tour started with a 
three-week stay in N. Y. last Sep- 
tember, in which the company 
racked up a $252,000 take ¢tax ex- 
cluded). Biz here was SRO, with 
mail order returns and b.o. window 


died Jan. 31 in London, was not | turnaways, and situation was dupli- 


‘only one of the most successful cated everywhere else. 

and colorful producers in British! Sadler’s grossed $74,000 in 10 
stage history, but a beloved figure performances in Boston. Detroit 
with innumerable friends all over drew $59,600 for five showings; 
the world. During his long and Dallas, $51,000 for four; Cleveland, 
checkered career he presented $43,000 for two. Chicago grossed 
many of the greatest personalities $172,000 in 15 performances and 
of all nationalities and remained , San Francisco $245,000 in 17. Los 
on cordial terms with theatrical Angeles drew $205,000 in 12 dates. 
|and public figures throughout the Opening night in L. A. brought a 
| English-speaking world and on the take of $18,257 for the season’s 
| Continent. | Seen evening. dng eight ‘. 
j ee “ ” performances, with a net take o 
| It was characteristic of “C. B.” or | $304.000. encosded the leait receré 
of $112,370 set up a couple of 
weeks before in Dallas by “South 


'“Cocky,” as he was called, that on 
his last trip to the U. S., in 1948, | 
‘he was entertained by the top 





trons tightening up on spending 


and cutting down on entertain-|.raise the scale from last season’s | am audience for Shakespeare and 
ment to satisfy themselves with | 60c-$2.40 to 90c-$3, pointing out legit, and she feels that some 
radio and TV fare. The latter have | that it “should earn close to 100% | foundation 


proved such dominant factors, 
some producers maintain, that a 
good many have refused to broad- 
cast or televise their shows. 

In 1949-50, the British Broad- 
casting Corp. broadcast 27 pantos; 
in 1950-51, the number dwindled 
to eight. TV had three pantos 
1949-50, and in 1950-51 a like num- 
ber. Considering that TV has made 
such rapid strides in the year, the 
fact that the number is not bigger 
can be taken as indication that 
panto producers are divided in 
their opinion on whether TV helps 
or hurts panto boxoffice. 

Taking all other factors in con- 
sideration, the most important rea- 
son for this year’s drop is an over- 
redundancy of entertainment, with 
the supply exceeding demand. That 
is why customers flocked to two of 

(Continued on page 60) 





|mer was $7,983.83. It voted to 


'of local wages with a normal 
| growth in attendance.” On last 
| year’s production level, $24,000 a 
/week is needed on a 100% deal. 


| The 1950 average weekly gross was | We did om our tours,” says Miss 


, $15,600. 


shows of more recent vintage, with | 


featuring an orchestra, chorus and | 


Rodgers-Hammerstein. 





Set for Saratoga Area 


Saratoga, N. Y., Feb. 6. 
New musical tent, with a conven- 
tional proscenium setup instead of 
circular staging, will operate this 





Decision also was for a longer Wonderful. Unless you have such | his age, 


season, of five or six weeks, and | projects, the hinterland won't get | rather lonely in the last few years, 


possibility of one week of concerts ; 2bout it.” 


To do the Bard right this season, Broadway producers and stars, and 
‘in the standard she wanted, would | Visited by a steady stream of the- 
| require a subsidy, and none was | 
| forthcoming. Miss Webster says | Worked for him or 
| the two tours .were enormously | acquainted with him through the 


; ; ‘Vdi s. His New York hotel suite 
valuable in creating and building Years Ss 
“ ~ S| was filled with flowers and gifts 


'from friends and the phones rang 


should have volun-/ 2!most constantly as former asso- 
| teered to spend the $35,000 to $50,- | ciates called, in Most cases every 
| 000 a year necessary to keep such | day ang = aeuas cues = 
roject going. “When you reach , Country, 
a. aeeaee on ' ‘inquire about his health. 
Like Ziegfeld 


As was inevitable for a man of 
Cochran had become 


{ 


| the number and type of people as 


| Webster, “you’ve done something 


the theatre and they won’t know since -most of his contemporaries 


: ? _had died. Moreover, arthritis had 
Miss Webster is opening tomor- | incapacitated him to such a de- 


soloists in music of Romberg or, ta night (Thurs.) in New Haven | gree that even with the help of 
lin 


the Charlotte Hastings play, a cane he could not get around 
“The High Ground,” in which she’s | a; much as he would have liked. 


one of the three leads. She was | Nevertheless, he remained cheer- 


756 Musical Tent Project | rehearsing in it while staging the | ful, referring only jokingly to his 


| recent Maurice Evans-"King Rich- aijment and expressing optimism 

ard II” at the City Center, N. Y. about the new musical production 

It’s more fun to act than to di- he was then preparing for the 

-rect, says Miss Webster; the lat-; west End. 

| ter has more headaches. | To those who knew him well, 
Miss Webster had also been busy | there was always a gallantry about 

at the start of this season, staging Cochran during his periods of 


| Pacific,” and the still higher mark 
| of $119,800 set by “Oklahoma” four 
years ago in a week in Oklahoma 
City. Sadler’s played a one-night 
i stand in Oklahoma City, incidental- 
ly, for a phenomenal $18,000 take. 
| Even with its $2,000,000 take, 
Sadler’s probably missed another 
| $2,000,000 in returned mail orders 
'and boxoffice window turnaways. 
| Toronto, where troupe grossed 
/$43,500 in a week, sent back 
$200,000 in mail orders. 

Sadler’s expenses were heavy, 
|due to an unusually large com- 
| pany and its wide coverage. On 
‘the $2,000,000 net gross of the tour, 
'troupe is estimated to have made 
/a $250,000 profit. It took about 
$500,000 in precious American coin 
' back to England, but part of that 
| was dancers’ salaries and some still 
| had to go for expenses. Tour was 
| booked in the U. S. and Canada by 
the Sol Hurok office. 


‘Road to Rome’ Revival 
Seen; Muir for Strawhats 


“Road to Rome,” Robert E. Sher- 
wood comedy-drama recently pre- 


| 








|/summer at Wilton, N. Y., about five the Met Opera’s first production, financial extremity as well as when S¢ted by Equity Library Theatre, 


* ye ___| miles from here on Route 9. David 
Bamberger Eyes Main Line Fleischman, conductor of Broadway 


“Don Carlo.” It was her first opera he was riding the crest, with sev- | 
| assignment, and the first time the /eral smash shows running simul- | 
| engaged a femme for such a taneously. Like Ziegfeld, to whom | 
' stint. 


may be revived again this spring 
by the same organization. Produc- 
tion, with Jean Muir in the part 
played by Jane Cow! in the original 





“ . musicals, will be owner-producer of 
With Devon Circus Tent 


Philadelphia, Feb. 6. 

Theron Bamberger, operator of 
the Bucks County Playhouse, New 
Hope, Pa., will launch a 10-week 
series of musical comedies and op- 
erettas under canvas at the Devon 
Horse Show Grounds, in suburban 
Devon, starting in June. The De- 
von project will be similar in op- 
eration to the Music Circus oper- 
ated by St. John Terrell in Lam- 
bertville, N. J., which in- recent 
Seasons has furnished competition 
to Bamberger’s New Hope setup. 
Devon music circus, however, will 
draw from a new and hitherto un- 
touched sector, Philadelphia’s 
swank Main Line. 

Venture will be called the Main 
Line Music Carnival and will fol- 
low the Devon Horse Show, which 
runs the last week in May. <A 
longterm contract has been signed 
With the Devon Show Grounds. inc. 
It allows for the use of the Wana- 
maker Oval, cafeteria, outdoor um- 
brella-shaded tables and refresh- 
ment stands. Tent will seat more 


nan 1,200 persons. Leighton Brill 
will serve as executive producer | 
and a guest star policy is planned. 
| Shirley Eckl. 

| Helen Rice, actress-singer, un- 
| derstudy for Helen Dowdy. 


: en‘atively listed for production 
are “Show Boat,” “Brigadoon” and 
Desert Song.” 


the spot, which is planned to seat 


season of 14-16 weeks. | stage the first presentation of next 


which $30,000 is being spent on | 


opening expenses including the ini-, a while, and act. It’s a good re- 
tial production, and $20,000 will be fresher course, she says. Doubling 
held as a cash reserve. Canvas on the “High Ground”-“Richard II” | 
playhouse will be on a 28-acre tract stint, she found that she could do- 
recently acquired by Fleischman. | it only because she was using one 
Okay for the construction work was | kind of energy for the acting job, 


Her work, iowever, was so_ 
1,500, opening in mid-June for a_ successful, that she’s been signed to | 
Project is budgeted at $75,000, of year’s Met season. | ¢ 
| But she feels it’s very valuable his attitude that nothing was too Possibility that the play may be 
construction; $25,000 is tabbed for for a director to get away once in| good for the public, regardless of | 0oked into strawhat theatres this 


he was often compared, he won) 


the respect of stage professionals 
not only for his taste and sense 
of showmanship, but- because of 


the cost or effort involved. 

He had the ability to get the 
best work out of the talent he 
managed, never driving or harry- 


ing them, but inspiring them to, 
outdo themselves with encourage- | 


‘given last week by Government offi- 
cials. 

Shows will include the standard 
musical comedies and operettas 
such as “Carousel,” “Desert Song,” 
“Brigadoon,” “Finian’s Rainbow,” 
“Song of Norway” and “Bloomer 
Girl.” 


B’way Cast Changes 


“Out of This Werld” — 

Harry Day, dancer, replacing 

Doria Avila. 
“Kiss Me, Kate” 

Mary Montgomery, 
placing Matilda Strazza. 

Richard Thomas, dancer, replac- 
ing Beau Cunningham. 











| another kind for the directing post. ment and suggestions. Despite the 
“It was curiously relaxing,” she ' famboyance of some of his shows | 


singer, re-, 


said. 


Theatre Guild Employees 
Sue for Overtime Pay 


Two former employees of the 
Theatre Guild, both said to have 
been bookkeeper:, filed suit last 
Friday (2) in N. Y. federal court 
for overtime pay allegedly due 
them. For the period from Jan. 1, 
1950, through last Nov. 25, they 
claim they worked an average of 
12 to 14 hours a week in excess 
of the required 40 hours. 








and his exploitation methods he 


pow o in 1926, was the most suc- 
| cessful offered by ELT in the last 


‘couple of seasons. There’s also a 


|/summer with Miss Muir as lead. 
Meanwhile, the actress is set for 
,one of the leading parts in Jack 
| Segasture’s scheduled production 
on Broadway this spring of “Young 
Wives’ Tale,” the Ronald Jeans _ 
comedy hit of last season in Lon- 
don. Angela Lansbury will prob- 
ably star in the other femme lead, 


| Was personally a quiet, unasser- with Louis Borell, who recently 
tive man. He never publicly used | Presented the play in Holland, do- 
and rarely referred to his title. | ing the staging. 

Cochran’s death was the indi-| fe 
rect result of his arthritis. He had Iturbis Set for Newark 


been taking a hot bath as treat- ° P —. * 
ment for the disease and was 2-Piano Recital in “*arch 


scalded when the hot water tap! Amparo and Jose Iturbi will do 
became jammed and he was un- | a two-piano recital at the Mosque, 
able to get out of the tub. He was| Newark, March 3. This will be 
taken to the hospital, where he | Iturbi’s: first appearance in the 
died a week later. | U. S. this season. 











| 
' 


| 


Of Irish descent, Cochran was Miss Iturbi, who was soloist with 


born Sept. 25, 1872, in Sussex. At | the Jersey City Symphony in Janu- 
Plaintiffs, Jean and Patricia Fau- | 


18 he came to the U. S. almost pen- ary, left immediately afterward for 


_ sel, sisters-in-law, charge that their , niless but with the idea of becom-| Europe where she has been play- 
‘salaries were $65-$75 and $45-$50 a _ ing an actor. After playing a few ing solo and two-piano concerts 


Carol Nelson, dancer, replacing , week and that they are entitled to, minor parts he toured with Joseph | with her 


brother in France, 


$7,644 and $4,476, respectively, for | Jefferson in “Rip Van Winkle,” | Switzerland and Belgium. He’s 


overtime. According to a Guild of- | was in other shows on the road, 
| ficial, the two resigned last fall. 


| been conducting orchestras abroad, 
(Continued on page 60) las well as concertizing. 
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Plays on Broadway 


The Rese Tattoo 


Chery] Crawford presentation of com-| 


edy-drama in three acts by Tennessee 


Williams. _ 
-y, Boris Aronson; costumes, ose , 
Ganof; incidental ao David amon 
i ‘he son; pr sso- 
lighting, Charles Elso a oe is. 


iate, Bea Lawrence. 
City, Feb. 3, ’31; $4.80 top ($7.20 open- | 
ing) ~ an . ! 
’ _.. Salvatore Mineo 
eee eee tasas is ee ee 
Bruno... ed cra ahaa gree oe Salvatore Taormina 
Assunta Sake laanelaie we Ludmilla at 
Rose Delle Rose...... Phyllis — 
Serafina Delle Rose .. Maureen Staple “| 
Estelle Hohengarten ‘ Sonia Sore j 
The Strega....-.eees Daisy Belmore 
Giuseppina....+.++> Rossana San Marco 
Pepina.....cecccececees Augusta Merighi 
Violetta... Vivian Nathan 
Mariella......cccccccesss Penny Santon 
TereSA....-.+«cecvccceee Nancy Franklin 
Father De Leo....ceeees Robert Carricart 
Doctor . eee eee ene ee Andrew Duggan } 
Miss Yorke....cccceeces Dorrit Keiton 
WON... c oaereueae Jane Hoffman 
Measles ....3 +s cceeoes Sundstrom | 


Florence 
; ...- Don Murray | 
Eddie Hyans | 

Eli Wallach 


Jack Hunter 
Salesman eer 
Alvarro Mangiacavallo.. 





Oe rrr rrr: David Stewart 
Bc ..ccavisvesdueves ..Martin Balsam 
The new Tennessee Williams 


lay, “Rose Tattoo,” is so unlike 
1is “Glass Menagerie” and “Street- 
car Named Desire,” as to seem al- 
most the work of a different author. 
Like its predecessors, it is a femi- 
nine character study of keen in- 
sight and with passages of beauty 
and compassion. But whereas “Me- 
nagerie” and ‘Streetcar’ were ex- 
pressions of frustration and deca- 
dence, “Tattoo” is a positive story 
of turbulent action, pulsating with 
life 

It is an uneven work, not always 
too well organized, discursive, repe- 
titious and occasionally in ques- 
tionable taste. But despite its obvi- 
ous faults, both in the writing and 
production, it is one of the most in- 
teresting, provocative plays this 
distinguished young dramatist has 
created, and it opens up new vistas 
for his talents. It is stirring the- | 
atre and should prove a_ boxoffice 
click, but is dubious film material 
un'ess drastically revised. 

As Williams himself has said in 
various interviews, “Tattoo” was 
inspired by the vitality, warmth 
and unquenchable ebulliance of the 
Italian people as he came to know 
them during his long stay in Italy 
last winter. Thus, the play is not 
only more robust fhan his previous 
works, but is a comedy in which 
laughter seasons violent emotion 
and in which the ending is on a 
rising note. 

The story, localed in a Sicilian 
community on the Gulf coast be- 
tween New Orleans and Mobile, is 
about a hot-blooded young wife 
and mother passionately in love 
with her husband, who has a rose 
tattoo on his chest. When he is 
killed she withdraws from life, 
making a shrine of the cottage 
where she works as a seamstress 
and keeps his ashes in a marble 
urn beside a figurine of the Ma- 
donna. 

When she finally learns that he 
actually betrayed her with another 
woman, she smashes the’ urn, 
spurns the Holy statuette and, in a 
more or less symbolic gesture, has 
a love affair with a young truck 
driver who has reminded her of 
her husband and also has a rose 
tattoo. At the final curtain she has 
not only regained a healthy enough 
outlook to allow her’ teenage 
daughter to have a romance with a 


likable young sailor-suitor, but. be- | 


lieves she has again seen the rose 
tattoo sign on her breast that in- 
dicates she has conceived another 
child. 

In spite of its loose and some- 
what sprawling writing, and occa- 
sionally embarrassing passages, 
this provides enthralling drama. 
As the tigerish heroine, the role 
for which Williams envisioned and 
tried to engage Italian film star 
Anna Magnani, the relatively in- 
experienced, unknown Maureen 
Stapleton gives a generally con- 
vincing, affecting performance. Al- 
though she is apparently not yet 
big enough, either in technical re- 
sources or personal authority for 
such a terribly exacting, exhaust- 


ing part, she manages it remark- | 


i , Daniel Mann; sce- | 
Directed by sce | 


| 1933, 


ing of some of the action on the 
stage apron is not entirely satisfac- 
and Boris Aronson’s: single 
‘setting is attractively atmospheric, 
if somewhat constricted at stage 
left. Rose Bogdanoff's costumes 


| tory, 


/are appropriately colorful, but Da- 


vid Diamond’s incidental music is 
spotty, at times eloquently illustra- 
tive and at others slightly intru- 
sive, and Charles Elson’s lighting 
seems awkward and distracting. 
There may be objection from the 
devout at some of the play’s relig- 
ious references (these things are 


often unpredictable), but otherwise | 


“Tattoo” seems a likely candidate 


for the author's catalog of hits. 


Hobe, 





The Green Bay Tree 


Shepard Traube presentation of drama 
in three acts (five scenes) by Mordaunt 
Shairp. Stars Joseph Schildkraut, Den- 
holm Elliott, Anne Crawford; features 
Francis Compton, Mercer McLeod. Staged 





by Traube; settings and lighting, Ray- 
mond Sovey. At Golden, N. Y.. Feb. 1, | 
*51; -$4.80 top ($6 opening). } 
| re ere Francis Compton 
Mr. Dulcimer........Joseph Schildkraut 
Uo eae ee... Denholm Elliott 
Leonora Yale.....+..+-.--Anne Crawford 


Se re <eihoahshing Mercer McLeod 





This revival of “Green Bay Tree” 
is an instance of a basically strong 
play proving superior to a shaky 
production. Although the Mor- 
daunt Shairp drama appears to 
have dated in some ways since its 
original Broadway production in 
it has perhaps taken on 
added interest of a Kinsey-ish as- 
pect. At any rate, because of the 
play’s morbid theme, the exact na- 
ture of which may arouse lively 
discussion, and two of the individ- 
ual performances, the show ap- 
pears likely to be a moderate suc- 
cess. It's a relatively inexpensive 
operation. 

In the original Jed Harris pro- 
duction, “Green Bay Tree” was 
staged with distinctive style and 
taste, and it was given a subtle but 
potent performance by a cast com- 
prising James Dale, Laurence Oli- 
vier, Jill Esmond, Leo G. Carroll 
and O. P. Heggie. In this revival 
by Shepard Traube a new approach 
has apparently been tried, with 
questionable effect, and the produc- 
tion and playing are uneven. But 
even in this somewhat faulty treat- 
ment, with the curious lack of logic 
and motivation it involves, Shairp’s 
drama is consistently interesting 
and at times compelling. 

The author skillfully avoided any 
conclusive indication whether ac- 
tive homosexuality is a factor in 
this story about a sybarite and his 
luxury-softened adopted son. But 
at least in the memory of one spec- 
tator, the _ original production 
'clearly implied that the relation- 
ship between the older and younger 
man was sinister. This revival, how- 
ever, is purported to have sought 
| to suggest merely a latent perver- 
sion in tie between the two men. 
| And although there is bound to be 
, disagreement on the point, the 
| present performance does appear 
‘to carry out its intention. 
| That seems to be one of the 
,major weaknesses of the produc- 
‘tion. For without the abnormal 
| pull of a sinister emotion between 
| them,*the older man’s hold on the 
|younger, even allowing for his 
wealth and rather special charm 
and the youth’s essential lack of 
|character, seems unconvincing. 
| Without that tie between the two, 
| various incidents and lines are in- 
| sufficiently motivated and, in fact, 
seem almost meaningless. 

For example, when the young 
| man, having temporarily deserted 


|his opulent foster-home while he —— 


| studies to become self-supporting as 
/a veterinarian, reproaches his real 

father for having taken money to 
| allow him -to be adopted, the old 


man says something to the effect, | 


"1 should have killed you instead.” 
Whereupon the son retorts, “I wish 
|you had.” That is the speech of a 


, youth trying to escape from some- | 


hing more evil than merely a life 
of luxurious indolence. 
As the well-meaning and likable 





ably well, picking up after an un-| but spineless youth, Julian, the 
certain opening scene and building Part in which Olivier clicked 18 
to an impressive emotional pitch. | Years ago, Denholm Elliott gives a 
As she continues to play the char-| Sensitive, well-sustained and very 
acter she will undoubtedly develop 'moving performance, even though 
both as an actress and personality | the purified treatment of the drama 
and may emerge as a new dramatic | tends to deprive the character of 
star. motivation. Anne Crawford, like 
Three other “unknowns” also 
come through spectacularly in the | don, gives a perceptive, versatile 
remaining leags, each difficult but | and touching portrayal of the sen- 
somewhat less taxing than Miss|Sible girl whose love threatens 
Stapleton’s. They are Eli Wallach, | briefly to break the older man’s 
who skillfully blends broad comedy , hold on the younger. 
with pathos as the truck driver;| Joseph Schildkraut, as the cor- 
Don Murray, who is completely dis- | Tupting Mr. Dulcimer, the part 
arming as the honorable young Played successfully by Dale in the 
sailor, and Phyllis Love who gives Original, presents the character as 
poignant reality to the role of the Masculine, though with 
ardent daughter. All register as fixation, but he lacks the urbanity 
future prospects, Murray and Miss and finesse the part requires, and 
Love especially as film possibilities. | this tends to throw the whole per- 
Cheryl Crawford has given the formance off balance. As the im- 
play a sumptuous. production; perturbable butler, Trump, the 
Daniel Mann's staging is flexible role in which Carroll drew critical 
and résburceful, altholikh his*plac- attention, Franci$ Compton repéats 


Elliott a recent arrival from Lon-! 


a mama) 


is stencil picture of limp deca- 
=f And Garcer McLeod, as the 
youth's guilt-conscious father, orig- 
inally played by Heggie, seems al- 
‘ternately hesitant and bombastic. 

Traube’s staging appears spotty, 





‘generally lacking smoothness and 
| style, but achieving some gripping 
'moments. Raymond Sovey’s Lon- 

while reasonably 


‘don interior, 


| handsome, looks too severe for the 
|! home of such a sensuous esthete as 
| Dulcimer, but the cottage setting 


is properly drab. Hobe. 
| 








College Play 











Red Light and Blue 
Montreal, Feb. 2. 


Bill Shatner production of McGill U. 
revue in two acts (14 scenes). Book by 
Lionel Caplan and Arthur. W einthal; | 
choreography, Brian MacDonald; _orches- 
| trations, Doy Rohn and Saul Honigan; 
costumes, Rusty Mendel and Larry Simon; 
sets, Sylvia Singer and Don Cowan. At 
| Moyse Hall, Montreal, Jan. 31, °51; $1.55 
| top. 
' 





Using the current Montreal vice 
| probe as basis for the book, un- 
dergrads and coeds of McGill U. 
have wrapped a pretty slim, epi- 
sodie story around their collective | 
talents to produce “Red Light and | 
Blue” for their annual Red and | 
White Revue. Plot has definite pos- | 
sibilities but tedious direction, | 
flubbed exits and an over-arranged | 
score reduce most scenes to near- |! 
boredom. Standout is the choreog- | 
raphy of Brian MacDonald and his | 
terp session with Pat Harris to 
one of the hit songs in the show, | 
“Haunting Rhythm.” MacDonald 
(six foot two) also scores when he 
teams up with diminutive Marjory | 
Root during a tango session that 
rates heaviest salvos of the show. 

Cumbersome theme _ follows 
lines of the vice probe and tells, 
the story of two rookie cops bent 
on cleaning up their city. Straight 
man of do-gooders falls in love 
with the police chief's daughter, 
and with the chief deep in graft 
and crime, the situations are ob- 
vious. Dave Wood, as the ambitious 
lawyer ready to assist in the clean- 





up, scores, and Murray Hvatt, as 
the dumb rookie does his best 
with the material offered. Julia 


Anne Holden, the chief’s daughter, 
and Lang Dejardins carry the love 
interest as best they can, and 
Miss Holden’s small, clear piping 
does nicely- with “I Love the Guy” 
land “Haunting Rhythm.” 

Chorus line is attractive and 
gals, for most part, are lookers 
with an enthusiasm that makes up 
for the rambling story. Nan Bisho- 
|pric and Linda Ballantyne bring 
the revue to life whenever given a | 
chance with their comedics, and | 
|Dunean Fraser, as Monsieur le | 
| Maire, a thinly-veiled takeoff of 
| Montreal's Mayor Houde, garners | 
| plaudits despite.a brief appear- | 
| ance. Lois Marcou, one of the most 
; attractive hoofers in the revue, | 
j}also sings “Baby, You're Mean to 
| Me” for salvos. Best group effort | 
,is a production number “Royal , 
; Commission.” 
| Settings by Sylvia Singer and 
Don Cowan are Adequate and. 
|limited funds for overall produc- | 
| tion shows up sharply in costum- 
ing. Words and music, composed | 
'in the main by Roy Dohn and Saul | 
Honigan, have promise and de- 
served better orchestration than | 
| received, Newt. | 











——$—— 


Mae West | 
Continued from page 55 | 


1 - é | 
‘worth something, too ... Why,! 
there isn’t a word of profanity in | 
it and it has nothing obscene or | 


jlewd, no nudity whatsoever.” . 











| She remembered the “She Done 
Him. Wrong” episode, too. “You 
kicked my ‘She Done Him Wrong’ | 
out of the city limits about 20, 
‘years ago. So what? The theatre | 
;owner who was smart enough to_ 
grab that film cleaned up. Mayhe, | 
sometime, somebody outside your | 
city limits will book me in the flesh | 
in ‘Lil.’ We'd looked ferward to) 
Atlanta and the Roxy ... but I) 
don’t think we'll starve to death | 
| because the show has been killed | 
there.” | 
| Final echo in l’affaire “Lil” came | 
|Friday (2) when Fulton Superior | 
Court Judge Claude D. Shaw sus- | 
; tained the action of Library Board | 
jin banning the play. He dismissed | 
an injunction petition seeking to | 
_restrain the City of Atlanta from 
-enforcing the ban. 





: a 
Yvette Chauvire, ex-premiere | 
_danseuse of the Paris Opera Bal-| 


| let, who was guest with the Ballet | device of presenting the South Sea | leads. 


Russe de Monte Carlo for a brief 
period in N. Y. last season, will be 
a permanent member of BR for 
, all next season on its _coast-to- 
i ile , 


| knows what he wants, even if his | 
‘customers don’t. 


Plays Out of Town 





“comedy” is the strangest project 
ever ventured by the Playwrights 
Co. It contains little to commend 
it to Broadway except the acknowl- 
edged reps of the author and co- 
stars, Betty Field and _ Elliott 
Nugent. 

Taking a play apart in view of 
the audience isn’t new. It was 
done with considerable success by 
Pirandello in his “Six Characters 
in Search of an Author.” 
use of the device is unrewarding, 
involved and boring much of the 
way. By the second act 
the play - within ~ the - play - within- 
the-play maze has become so com- 
plicated that even the author seems 
willing to give up. 


What makes “Not for Children” | 


even more difficult to appraise is 


the fact that the play criticizes it- | 
self, even tagging itself a floperoo | 


(to the applause of the first- 


nighters) long before the final cur- 


tain. 
The unorthodox evening begins 


as a radio announcer steps out and | 


introduces a drama critic who re- 
views the show in advance. Then 
Nugent, as a psychology professor, 
and Miss Field, as a lecturer, take 
chairs at each side of the prosce- 
nium and proceed to give their 
views of the theatre in general and 
their personal lives in particular. 
In between, a smaller curtain rises 
on scenes of a play which the out- 
side dissectors analyze. Eventually 
they are themselves characters in 
the inner play and are revealed to 
be married, although this is later 
not supposed to be so. 

Probably most intelligible char- 
acter is J. Edward Bromberg’'s 
producer, who comments on the 
oddity of the show and the poor 
audience reaction. But he gets in- 


to the act, too, to heighten the ex- | 


asperation. 

This Rice pudding contains not 
only the author’s observations on 
the stage, actors, critics, ete., but 
makes thorough use of the psychi- 
atric book. There is even a Freud- 
ian song, which isn’t very good, 


offered by Ann Thomas in the role | 


of a maid. And a large double bed 
is an integral prop in Act II. 
Nugent and Miss Field accept 


their complex assignments in pro- | 


fessional demeanor; it must have 
been a-chore for both. The visual 
appeal of Miss Field in two Main- 
bocher gowns is brief relief from 
the script. Otherwise, none of the 
participants emerges. 


Rice’s staging is just as subjec-! 


tive as his writing. He apparently 
Elem. 
Pagan in the Parlor 





Rice’s | 


even | 








Not for Children Lotte Goslar, who shares topbilling, 
Bridgeport, Jan. 30. has little to do beyond indulging 
Playwrights Co. presentation of comedy in what pupvers to be native 
in two acts by Elmer Rice. Stars Betty | dances. ey lose interest after 
Field. Elliott Nugent: features J. a tae | the first few moments. Remainder 
, mas. irec 
Bromberg. ietion design. and. lighting, |Of the cast is adequate under 
John Root; songs by Robert Emmett | James Whale’s somewhat stilted 
Dolan, At ate Meme. Bridgeport, | staging. ° 
30, ’51; $3.6 op. : 
Elgah i idotumet o’Keen Crockett Opulence of a fin-de-siecle New 
Clarence Orth ........-. Alexander Clark | England parlor has been excellent- 
Timothy Forrest ....J. Edward Bromberg | ]y captured by Scott McLean’ 
Ambrose Atwater .......- Elliott Nugent | ing! t 3 
Theodora Effington........+. Betty Field | S! Bie set. ap. 
| Irma Orth .......-ceee ersces Watate Core 
a 4 Ds P eoeee-- Ann Thomas 
nen Ty = pedal weeeecd J oan Copeland An Innocent in Time 
i BN .ncccccccccces Phil Arthur ; 
hugh Matiugh Eee ee Fredd Wayne Dallas, Jan. 29, 
Hitch Imborg .......-e+e+-- John Gerstad Theatre ’51_ presentation of drama in 
An Old Gentleman ,......-. Gar Moore | three acts by Edward Caulfield. Directed 
Pensacola Crawford ..Frances_ Tannehill | hy Spencer James; supervision by Margo 
Piamiat...cccesccccccccseccces ud Gregg | Jones; costumes, Kenn Barr; technical 
| director, Marshall Yokelson. At Play- 
Dusted off and revamped after | rote top Park, Dallas, Jan. 29, °51; 
having been in Elmer Rice’s hope-| Fletcher ........ Makeeasenns John Denney 
& | J 
chest for years, this mis-labeled | Annabella ...... seeneestase Grayce Grant 


|} Lord Byron ....ecceeee-- Richard Venture 
| John Hobhouse........ Edwin Whitner 
| Lady Melbourne ......Betty Green Little 


AUMUME  ccccrectcccs eaks Evelyn Bettis 
\A Creditor ....... oo 0-Marshall Yokleson 
GS ea ay Charles Procto 


Mary Chaworth-Musters .. 
| Thomas Moore 
| Claire Clairmont 


..Mady Correl 
harles Braswell 
664608666 Karolyn Martin 


| Author Edward Caulfield has 
taken the trials and tribulations 
of Lord Byron and penned a play 
that doesn’t exactly leave him 
“innocent in time,” but proves him 
guilty of everything short of in- 
| sanity. The play is centered around 
the chapter of Byron’s life when 
| he becomes the un-proud father 
|of a disappointing baby girl. This 
not being enough to add anguish 
to his tortured soul, the author 
throws in a half-sister who finds 
comfort and compassion with him; 
a childhood love who returns to 
disillusion him; and a young ac- 
tress who wants to have a baby 
by him. 
| The play is well-paced and has 
'a certain amount of live dialog. 
Spencer James has done a credit- 
able chore of directing. He has 
milked every line and expression 
from the script and added a few 
“in-the-round” tricks to make for 
faster action. 

Richard Venture, as Lord Byron, 
| does a convincing job, putting a 
| good deal of the anguish and pain 
into his characterization. Grayce 
Grant, as the tormented wife who 
finally deserts him, is also good, 
John Denney as Fletcher, Byron's 
man Friday, uses an_ excellent 
cockney dialect to advantage. 
| Evelyn Bettis is well cast as the 
| over-loving half-sister. Betty Green 
| Little as Lady Melbourne, the 
| aunt responsible for Byron’s mar- 
| riage, is convincing in her schem- 
|ings. Edwin Whitner played the 
| faithful friend John Hobhouse and 
mixed his dialogue and brandy 





| well, 4 

_Mady Correll, as the long and 
Silent love of Byron’s boyhood 
| days, and Karolyn Martin, as the 
| young actress who wants to seduce 
| his Lordship, are good. Charles 
Proctor, as Doctor Baillie, gets all 
| he ean from. his lines. Spencer 
| James, who doubles in brass as the 
director and bailiff, stands out. 
“Innocent” has possibilities and 
,can be a good vehicle for a sure 
hand. Berg. 


Mr. Big Shot 
Hollywood, Jan, 30. 


Legitimate Theatre P*oductions presen: 
tation of drama in thr @ acts (five scenes) 
by Robert Abel. Features John Kellogg, 
Anne Gwynne, Lisa Howard, Hunter Gard- 
ner. Directed by Edmond Angelo, At 
Las Palmas, Hollywood; $3.60 top. 





hd ae ee $0060906 6865 Nick Adams 
PEOUY cs cccscscccceoeccces een meevens 
Arnold Bentley..........-. John Kellogg 





ee SORE .00668606 





Pasadena, Feb. 1. 
Pasadena Playhouse production of a 
new play in three acts by Franklin Lacey. 
Stars Moyna McGill, Doris Lloyd, Lotte 


Goslar. Directed by James Whale. At | 
Pasadena Playhouse, Feb. 1, ’51; $2.40 top. 
rr Pre veeeee-Gwenn Hawthorne } 
PETE. FOIGIB s 6 4.00000606006000688 Sara Taft 
Isabelle........ ey err re Moyna MacGill 
OUD 5 eci0dede Coedecdeeseces oris Lloyd 
Terry. ......-eseceve ehevaset Bill Hunt 
Dan Carruthers........... Charles Watts | 
eS re teeeeeees- Liam O’Rourke 
Noo-Ga......., deecee errrec ey Lotte Goslar 
Es . SM 5 6.6 6:066060406504.06 Guy Bellis 
Mrs. Maitland.................Ida McGill | 
Vegetable BEE. 00 0tceees William Andrees | 
SN 5.463 '0-6.649400080004 Peter Perry, Jr. | 
i, ee eee PTT TTTTT Marion Couper | 





Fledgling playwright Franklin 
Lacey has a funny one-acter—and 
possible film vehicle—in this mis- 
taken identity farce, but there’s 
nothing here for Broadway without 
an almost complete rewrite. 

Mistaken identity theme {fs 
twirled around the unexpected ar- 
rival in a small New England town 
of a native of the Society Islands 
who became the third, and last, 
wife of an oldtime sailing man. 
Complications aroused by the mis- 
taken identity are adequately 
cleared up after a hectic 12 hours. 

Lacey’s writing bogs down badly 
after the first act and the majority 
of the laughs are strained, save for 
those which stem from the obvious 


islander as a cavorting cannibal, 
Moyna McGill and Doris Lloyd 

are fine as the respectable elderly 

sisters who suddenly find them- 


selves with a new stepmother, but’ 


| eer 


...-. Bigelow Sayre 

Hunter Gardner 
.Edward Colebrook 
Lisa Howard 
reds seus es Betty Ball 
.. William Schallert 
Bea Mallin...... ...».Helen Wallace 
Jean Parker.... ...-Anne Gwynne 
Claude Parker...... ,-++-Norman Rainey 








Neal Bentley..... 
Ray Roberts...... 
Ann Bentley... 
William Mallin,. 


eee tee 





There’s nothing more than an 
idea to this maiden effort by Rob- 
ert Abel—and even that has no 


| outstanding merit. As shaped into 


a script, it has nothing to offer. 

Plot concerns the frenzied ef- 
forts of an erstwhile producer to 
|raise money for an “honest” film 
/he intends to make in Italy. The 
project will convince the world 
how big a man he is. Money-raising 
process involves unfaithfulness to 
his pregnant wife and isregard 0 
his friends, but he plunges reck-. 
lessly ahead—eventually plunging 
off a balcony to his death. 

Dialog is at times unintentionally 
funny and at other times offensive. 
Characters are all unsympathetic 
and their actions generate little in- 
terest. Cast, under Edmond An- 
gelo’s spotty direction, is never 
able to make the author’s lines 
more than momentarily convince 
ing. Of the players, Lisa Howard 
and Anne Gwynne fare far_better 
than either of the featured male 

Best_ supporting per ert 
| ances come ‘from William chalet 
| and Helen Wallace, with Betty Ba 
and Norman Rainey also occasion~- 
‘ally winning the battle with their 
lines. “Kap. 
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Stormy Weather Lashes Chi B.0.: 


Great Day’ $10,000, Ti-Coq $18,500 


Chicago, Feb. 6. 

Storms and below-zero weather 
lashed Chicago’s legit boxoffice, 
although the drama suffered much 
less than its associate, the films. 
Bad weather raged all week long 
with Wednesday matinee hit by a 
snowstorm. “It’s A Great Day’ 
opened at the Blackstone Sunday 
.28) and got four out of five favor- 
able reviews but window sales were 
hit by the weather. “Ti-Coq” closed 
Saturday (3). 

The booking famine still con- 
tinues with the Civic Opera House 


bringing in the Ballet Theatre first | 


week in March and “Peter Pan” 
for three weeks end of March. So 
far. that’s the extent of future 
bookings. 
Estimates for Last Week 
“It’s A Great Day,” Blackstone 
(ist week) ($3.50; 1,358). Weather 


hit this hard, with light $10,000 in | 


(12th 
Still SRO $51,- | 


till. 

“South Pacific,” 
week) ($5; 2,100). 
200 in spite of rain, snow, hail or 


Shubert 


railroad strikes. 
“Ti-Coq,”’ Harris (3rd week) 
($3.80; 1,000). Closed trial run 


here Saturday (3) with fair $18,500, 
a jump of $2,700 from the previous 
stanza. 


Pan $33,000, 
Men 5G, Hub 


Boston, Feb. 6. 

Stormy weather bopped legit 
grosses last week, with first week 
of “Peter Pan” at Opera House not 
up to expectations. “King of 
Friday’s Men” at Plymouth was 
also slow. “Green Pastures” is 
skedded to open at the Colonial 
Feb. 12. Other newcomer imme- 





diately ahead is ‘Romeo and 
Juliet,” set for the Shubert 
Feb. 13. 


Estimates for Last Week 
“Peter Pan,” Opera House (lst 
wk) (3,000; $3.60). Heavy matinee 
biz but transportation difficulties 
big factor in holding down b.o. 
Nearly $33,000 for first week. Final 
week current. 


“King of Friday’s Men,” (Plym- | 


outh), (1st wk) (1,200; $3.60). Reac- 
tion pretty thin for this. one; 
under $5,000. 


‘Romeo’ $22,000, Detroit; 
‘Lady in Dark’ $37,000 


Detroit, Feb. 6. 
Second and final .week of 
“Romeo and Juliet,” starring Olivia 
de Havilland, grossed a good $22,- 
000 at the Cass. The Cass is now 
shuttered, with no bookings in 





sight. 
Meanwhile, the Civic Light 
Opera Assn. presentations con- 


tinue to gross under the break- 
even figure of about $40,000. Last 


week’s production, “Lady in 
Dark,” did only $37,000. Last 
year, grosses in the $60,000 
bracket were common. Current 


production is “The Great Waltz,” 
starring Kenny Baker. When 
Baker made his Civic Opera debut 
three years ago in the same role, 
his appearance broke all existing 
b.o. records at Masonic Temple. 
The Shubert reopened last night 


‘Mon.) with a fortnight of “The | 


Guardsman,” starring Jeanette 
MacDonald and Gene Raymond. 


Arnold-‘Apple’ $14,000 
For Seven in Split Wee 


Little Rock, Feb. 6. 

Edward Arnold, starring in 
Thomas Hammond's touring pro- 
duction of “Apple of His Eye, 


grossed a healthy $14,000 in seven 





performances in five different 
stands last week. despite tough 
weather conditions. Comedy 


played Monday night (29) at the 
Orpheum, Kansas City; Tuesday 
and Wednesday (30-31) at the Ar- 
cadia, Wichita; Thursday (1) at 
Convention Hall, Tulsa; Friday (2) 
at the Home, Oklahoma City, and 
Saturday (3) 
torium here. 

Show is splitting the current 


week between Ft. Worth, Dallas, | 


Houston, Austin and San Antonio. 





Aussie Legit Man Leaves Fortune 
Melbourne, Jan. 30. 
Jules Grant, oldtime Aussie legit 


Operator, who died last July, left | 


“n estate valued at $153,000. 

_ Grant was allied with Bert Bailey 
'N soveral Anssie-made legit shows 
years ago." Both made a fortune 
“ith “On Our Selection.” 


at Robinson audi-, 


y% 





hi 
! 
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‘Salesman’ $19,100, D.C. 


Washington Feb. 6. 

“Death of a Salesman” ran into 
the heavy storm of last Wednes- 
day (31) and Thursday (1) during 
its initial week at the Gayety the- 
atre, but still managed to rack up 
a $19,100 gate for the semester. 
While the house is scaled at $3.60 
for the three-week run, grosses 
during the first two weeks are off 


somewhat because\of a heavy The- | 


atre Guild subscription list bene- 
fiting by the Guild’s reduced rates. 

“Springtime Folly,” new Broad- 
way-bound comedy, opens here for 
a week beginning Feb. 19. 


‘McCAULEY’ 66, FRISCO; 





San Francisco, Feb. 6. 

Le Ballets de Paris concluded its 
third and final frame at the 1,775- 
seat Curran, Saturday (3), winding 
up with a fine $33,000. House sold 
out, with ads pulled from dailies, 
last three days of run. House was 
scaled to $4.20. “Kiss Me, Kate” 
opens at the Curran Monday (12), 
starring Frances McCann, Robert 
Wright, Mark Platt, Betty George, 
and Benny Baker. 

“Mike McCauley,” at the 1,550- 
seat Geary last week, got lukewarm 
to cold reviews. Show, starring 
Don DeFore and Isa Miranda, got 
a thin $6,000 for its first stanza, 
with house scaled to $3.60. 


‘Lunts-‘Love’ $27,400 In 
| Columbus-Dayton Split 


Columbus, O., Feb. 6. 
Rain, sleet, seven inches of 
snow and 13-below temperatures 
made only a slight dent in the b.o. 





} 


at the Hartman for the Lunts in| 


“I Know My Love” last week. The 
five performances (31-3) were sold 
out five days before the show 
opened, at a $4.35 top. Weather 
brought out-of-town cancellations 
which were resold almost as fast as 
| they came in and the final gross 
hit nearly $16,000. 

| Due to switchmen’s strike, 
| scenery was trucked from here to 
Toledo for a one-night engage- 
‘ment. Lunt is reported as saying 
‘after surveying the weather that 
“we have done everything but 
play this thing under water.” 

| “Streetcar Named Desire” lights 
up the house for four days start- 
'ing Thursday (8). 





Wow In Dayton 


Dayton, Feb. 6. 

Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne 
, were a boxoffice wow at the Vic- 
-toria here last week grossing al- 
| most $11,400 in three perform- 
‘ances Monday and Tuesday 
(29-30). 

Brutal weather and transporta- 
‘tion difficulties failed to keep 
away the public. 


Jory~‘Etchings’ $4,600 


In Baltimore Arena 


Baltimore, Feb. 6. 

Don Swann’s __ theatre-in-the- 
round season of four plays came 
to an end at the Sheraton Bel- 
vedere hotel here last week with 
Victor Jory, in “Mr. Barry’s 
Etchings,” battling freezing tem- 
peratires to build a fairish $4,600. 
| Next legit to be offered here is 
| Al Rosen’s production of Charlotte 
Hastings’ “The High Ground,” set 
‘for Ford's, Feb. 12, with Margaret 
| Webster, Tom Helmore and Leueen 
'MacGrath starred. Pre-Broadway 
| trial will be on American Theatre 
Society-Theatre Guild subscription 
| as the third of five plays promised 
under the current plan. “Bri- 
gadoon” will follow Feb. 19, for a 
third visit. 











‘Desire’ $4,600 in 4, Indpls. 
Indianapolis, Feb. 6. 
| “Streetcar Named Desire” 
into a blizzard here and settled 
for a thin $4,600 in four perform- 
ances at a $3 top at the Murat 
Jan. 29-31, in its second time 
there. All tickets for the two-night 
performance by the Lunts in “I 
Know My Love” this week (7-8), 
‘went out in mail orders, about 150 
‘seats in 2,000-seat house remain- 
‘ing for the Thursday matinee. 
Vince Burke, booking manager 
of Murat, says he doesn’t know 
where his next show is coming 
from, unless it’s “The Guardsman, 
which has beer. promised, but 
+without, dates, 





BALLETS DE PARIS 336 


ran. 


‘Guardsman’ 195, Cleve. 


Cleveland, Feb. 6. 

“The Guardsman,” with Jeanette 
MacDonald and Gene Raymond, 
got a better audience play than it 
drew from local critics “during 
eight performances at the Hanna 
last week. Revived comedy with 
incidental music raked in almost 
$19,500 at $3.70 top, in spite of a 
snowstorm that chewed up busi- 
ness for pix houses. 
| Olivia de Havilland in 
and Juliet’ opens tonight (Tues.), 
| because of complicated settings 
taking two days to hang. 


| 





{ 


‘Sheba’ $17,400, 


i 
} 


| “Budd 5G, Phill 
| u 9 | y 
Philadelphia, Feb. 6. 

With the weather dealing Philly 
one of winter’s worst weeks, 
amusement biz suffered. City had 
only two legit offerings. 

Next Monday brings the Theatre 
Guild production of “I Know My 
Love” with the Lunts to the Wal- 
nut as the sixth and last ATS sub- 
scription offering of the year. On 
Tuesday (13) the “Peter Pan” 
revival, with Jean Arthur, starts a 
three-week stand at the Shubert. 

Next week, Feb. 21, the Locust 
will re-light after five dark weeks 
with the new Lillian Hellman 
drama, ‘Autumn Garden,” with 


Fredric March. The Forrest will | 


be dark five weeks in all and re- 
light with “Brigadoon” for a two 
weeks’ return (third visit) March 
12, followed by the new musical, 
“Brooklyn Story,” March 26. 
Estimates for Last Week 
“Come _ Back, Little Sheba,” 
Walnut (1st week) (1,340; $3.90). 


Fifth ATS subscription offering of | 


the year got a very nice $17,400, 
advance subscription fund helping 
in this case against winter’s worst. 
weather. 

| “Billy Budd,” Forrest (one week 
only) (1,760; $3.90). Critics 4-1 in 
favor and early audiences enthu- 


siastic, but season’s worst weather | 


killed biz. About $5,000. 





‘ROBERTS’ 3236, CINCY: 


“Rom2o0 


| 
| 





skidded last week, with the adverse 
weather apparently the principal 
reason. The bus strikes in nearby 
New Jersey and in Queens were 
{probably another factor, with the 
spreading railroad strike beginning 
to have effect at end of the week. 
Nevertheless, several strong new 
entries, replacing weaker shows, 


| boosted the attendance’ average 
slightly. 
Though the bus strikes have 


been settled, the rail tieup became 
virtually complete over the week- 
end, preventing out - of -towners 
from reaching New York and dras- 
tically curtailing commuter traffic. 
However, returning rail workers 
yesterday (Tues.) indicated that 
prospects for the rest of this week 
are better. 

The total gross for all 26 shows 
last week was $738,700, or 86% 
of capacity. The previous week’s 
total for 23 shows was $692,000, 
or 85%. 

Last week’s two closings were 

“King Lear” and the limited-run 
4 Center revival of “Richard 


Estimates for Last Week 
Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama) 


CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 


M (Musical), O (Opera). 

Other parenthetic figures refer, 
respectively, to top price, number 
of seats and capacity gross. Price 


includes 20% amusement tax, bri , 


grosses are net: i.e., exclusive of 
tax. 

“Affairs of State,” Music Box 
(20th wk) (C-$4.80; 1,012; $26,874). 
Sag $27,000 ‘previous week, $27,- 
000). 

“Angel in the Pawnshop,” Booth 
(3d wk) (D-$4.80; 712; $20,365). 
5 fa $10,000 (previous week, $14,- 
100). 

“Bell, Book and Candle,” Barry- 
more (12th wk) (C-$4.80; 1,066; 
$28,060). Nearly $28,100 (previous 


| week, $28,000). 
All,” Hellinger (8th 


“Bless You 
/wk) (R-$7.20; 1,543; $55,000). Al- 


$21,000 IN TORONTO | — $33,500 (previous week, $45.,- 


Cincinnati, Feb. 6. 


Henry Fonda in “Mister Rob- 
'erts’” did a whopping $32,500 last 


| week at the 2,500-seat Taft thea- | 


itre in face of Cincy’s worst cold 
'and snow spell in many winters. 
Top was $4.31. 

Bad weather broke Wednesday 
(31), keeping gross down. Refunds 
'to patrons, when _ transportation 


' was crippled, amounted to close to | 





| $10,000 
‘Roberts’ Fine In Toronto 
Toronto, Feb. 6. 
“Mr. Roberts,” with Tod An- 


| drews, grossed almost $21,000 at the | 


‘Royal Alexandra here, with the 
_1,525-seater scaled at a $3.50 top. 
Despite the first snowstorm of the 


/ season, plus 10-below-zero weather, | 


‘latter half of the week’s engage- 
‘ment was a sellout. At a lower 
| scale this season than last, attrac- 
,tion did better business propor- 
'tionately on its second visit here. 
| With the rails snarled, company 
of 35 left Toronto immediately for 
Buffalo where, Sunday night, ar- 
/rangements had been completed 
for troupe to go railway special to 
| Erie, this adding several hundred 
‘dollars to the usual transportation 
bill. 


Hepburn- Like’ $24,400 
In Two British Stands 


Vancouver, Feb. 6. 

Katharine Hepburn’ continued 
,her mop-up tour last week in the 
Theatre Guild’s revival of “As You 
Like It.” Star drew a total of al- 
most $24.400 in eight performances 
divided between the Royal, Vic- 
_toria, and the International Cinema 
here. 








| production is splitting the cur- 


‘rent week between Spokane: and 
St. Paul. 


Big Shot’ $2,400, L.A. 


Los Angeles, Feb. 6. 
| Only one house was alight again 





last week as local legit continued | 


to limp along at its shakiest pace 
in years. “Mr. Big Shot” grossed 
a pale $2,400 in its final frame at 
Las Palmas, folding Sunday (4) 


with a total of $5,100 for the fert- 
night, leaving a deficit of about 
$3.000 on the venture. 

New Ivar theatre bowed last 
night ‘Mon.) with Susan Peters in 
“The Barretts of Wimpole Street,” 

,ykeeping one house lighted. 


| “Call Me Madam,” Imperial 
(17th wk) (M-$7.20; 1,400; $51,847). 


Over $52,500 (previous week, $52,- | 


500). 

“Country Girl,” Lyceum (13th 
wk) (D-$4.80; 995; $22,845). Nearly 
$20,000 (previous week, $20,700). 
| “Darkness at Noon,” Alvin (4th 
' wk) (D-$4.80; 1,360; $34,276). Al- 


| most $24,400 (previous week, $26,- . 


000). 
| D’Oyly Carte, St. James (lst 
wk) (O-$4.80; 1,571; $37,000). Al- 


| most $34,000 last week on “The Mi- 
kado.” Current bill is ‘Pinafore’ 
|and “Trial by Jury,” and next week 


“Gondoliers.” 

“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes,” 
Ziegfeld (61st wk) (M-$6; 1,628; 
$48,244). Nearly $45,300 (previous 
_ week, $46,400). 

“Green Bay Tree,” Golden (1st 
| wk) (D-$4.80; 690; $19,195). Cpened 
, Thursday night (1) to five favorable 
inotices (Atkinson, Times; Barnes, 
Herald Tribune; Chapman, News; 
McClain, Journal-American; Pol- 
,lock, Compass) and three pans 
, (Coleman, Mirror; Hawkins, World- 
Telegram & Sun; Watts, Post); first 
four performances grossed $8,200, 
plus $2,500 for two previews. 

_ “Guys and Dolls,” 46th Street 
/ (11th wk) (M-$6.60; 1,319; $43,000). 
About $43,800 ‘previous week, $42,- 

100). 

“Happy Time,” Plymouth (54th 


'wk) (C-$4.80; 1,063; $29,019). 
'Topped $22,000 ‘previous week, 
$25,000). 


| “King Lear,’ National (6th wk) 
'(D-$4.80; 1,172; $29,534). About 
$24,600 (previous week, $17,100); 
closed Saturday night (3) after 48 
performances, at a loss of around 
$65,000; scheduled to tour in the 
fall, opening Sept. 4 in Boston. 

“Kiss Me, Kate,” Shubert (108th 
wk) (M-$6; 1,361; $40,847). Exactly 
$34,000 ‘previous week, $36,300). 

“Lady’s Not for Burning,” Royale 
(13th wk) ‘C-$4.80; 1,035; $27,100). 
Bettered $22,000 ‘previous week, 
$23,700). 
_ “Member of the Wedding,” Em- 
' pire (56th wk) (D-$4.80; 1,082; $24,- 
/ 196). Over $12,600 (previous week, 
$14,000); scheduled to close March 
17 to tour. 

“Out of This World,” Century 


(7th wk) (M-$6; 1,645; $49,191). 
Over $47,800 (previous week, 
$48,600). 


“Peep Show,” Winter Garden 
(31st wk) (R-$7.20; 1,519; $55,677) 
Bettered $30,000 ‘previous week, 
$38.000). 

“Peer Gynt,” ANTA Playhouse 
(1st wk) (D-$3; 924; $22 730). First 
nine performe>es through Satur- 


_ |day night (3) got. nearly -$21,100). 


j 


Bway, Hit by Weather, Is Spotty: 
Tree’ $10,700 (6), 
Bolger $35,400, 


Business on Broadway generally | 


‘Tattoo Looks Hot, 
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“Rose Tattoo,” Beck (ist wk) 
(D-$4.80; 1,214; $28,000). Premiered 
Saturday night (3) to four-:en- 
thusiastic reviews (Atkinson; 
Times; Guernsey, Herald Tribune; 


Chapman, News; Pollock, Com- 
pass), three negative (Coleman, 
Mirror; McClain, Journal-Ameri- 


can; Watts, Post) and one no-opin- 
ion (Hawkins, World-Telegram & 
Sun); premiere grossed over $4- 
800, plus $5,000 for two pre- 
views; window sale was huge Mon- 
day (5) and the show went virtu- 
ally clean that night. 

“Season in the Sun,” Cort (19th 
wk) (C-$4.80; 1,056; $24,101). Al- 
most $21,100 (previous week,. 
$22,100). 

“Second Threshold,” Morosco 
(5th wk) (CD-$4.80; 912; $24,300). 
With Clive Brook out of the cast 
six performances, there were 
heavy refunds and the gross was 
under $13,600, but the star was 
back Monday night (5); (previous 
week $17,500). 

“South Pacific,” Majestic 
wk) (M-$6; 1,659; $50,186). 
limit as usual; over $50,800. 

“Twentieth Century,” Fuiton 
(6th wk) (C-$4.80; 976; $23,228). 
Topped $23,500 (previous week, 
$23,500). 

“Where’s Charley?” Broadway 
(1st wk) (M-$4.80-$6; 1,900; $49,- 
000). Nearly $34,500; run has been 
extended an extra two weeks, to 
March 10. 

Stock 

‘Riebard II” City Center (2d 
vk D-$38; 3,025: $41,000). About 
$40,000 ‘(previous week, $32,400); 
closed Sunday night (4) after 16 
performances, ending the N. Y. C. 
Theatre Co. winter season. 

Opening 

“Billy Budd,” Biltmore (D-$4.80; 
920; $22,600). Drama by Louis O. 
Coxe and Robert Chapman, based 
on the Herman Melville novel, 
stars Dennis King, presented by 
Chandler Cowles and Anthony B. 
Farrell; production was financed 
at $60,000, cost about $36,000 ‘ex- 
cluding $15,000 in bonds and a 
tryout loss in the neighborhood of 


(94th 
The 


$15,000) and can break even at 
around $15,000; opens Saturday 
night (10). 


| “Jotham Valley,” 48th Street 
(M-$4.80; 925; $22,165). Musical 
‘play by Cecil Broadhurst, pre- 
sented by Moral Re-Armament, 
Inc. ‘the Oxford Group); presen- 
tation can break even at around 
$10,000; opened last night (Tues.). 
| “Not for Children,” Coronet (C- 
/ $4.80; 1,027; $26,800). Elmer Rice 
‘play, starring Betty Field-and El- 
‘liott Nugent, presented by the 
| Playwrights Co.; production was 
‘financed at $50,000, cost about 
30,000 ‘plus $1,900 tryout loss) 
and will break even at around $14,- 
000; opens tomorrow night 
'(Thurs.); has a few theatre parties. 
| “Ti-Coq,” Broadhurst, (CD-$4.80; 
' 1,160; $32,000). Play by Gratiens 
Gelinas (‘‘Fridolin’”’), starring him- 
self, presented by Fridolin Pro- 
'ductions, in association with the 
Shuberts; production cost about 
$70,000 (‘excluding $15,000 in 
‘bonds and approximately $15,000 
_tryout loss) and can break even at 
| around $18,000; opens Friday night 


(9). 

| Futur. Schedule 

| “King of Friday’s Men,” Piay- 
|house, about Feb. 14 ‘trying out). 
| “Small Hours,” National, Feb. 15 
| (rehearsing). 

| “Razzle Dazzle,” Arena, Feb. 19 


| (rehearsing). 
| “High Ground,” 48th Street, 
Feb. 20 (rehearsing). 

“Mary Rose,” ANTA Playhouse, 
Feb. 25. 

“Springtime Folly,” unspecified 
theatre, week of Feb. 26 (rehears- 
ing). 

_ “Moon Is Blue,” Miller, March 6 
(rehearsing). 

| “Autumn Garden,” play, Coro- 
'net, March 7 (rehearsing). 
“Romeo and Juliet,” unspecified 
theatre, March 9 (trying out). 

| “Green Pastures,” unspecified 
theatre, March 14 (rehearsing). 

“King and I,” St. James, March 
'29 (rehearsing). 

' “Make a Wish,” 
‘theatre, April 5. 

“Tree Grows in Brooklyn,” un- 

| specified theatre, April 19. 


Equity Show Schedule 


unspecified 








(Equity Library Theatre, 
Lenox Hill Playhouse, N. 
“Antigone,” Feb. 8-11. 


at 





(Equity Community Theatre, at 
DeWitt Clinton H. S., Bronz) 
“Missouri Legend,” Feb. 9-11. 
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Plays Abroad 


Dominique et Dominique 


(Dominick and Domenick) 
Paris, Jan. 30._ 
Mile. Parysis production of comedy in 
three acts by Jean Davray. Directed by 
Raymond Rouleau. Setting by Marie Lau- 


rencin. At the Theatre Michel, Paris. 

Le Romancier.........+-:+::: Lucien Nat 
Dominique Por err Jacques Francois 
Monsieur Ernest.....+.-+-+::: de Funes 
TimotneS.....sccceces Arthur Devere 
Luce ._ Madeleine Delavaivre 


La Femme du Momancier 
Marcelle Tassencourt 





In his first play, Jean Davray has 
followed the theme of Pirandello’s 
“Six Characters in Search of an 
Author” in that his hero is a 
“character.” But there the resem- 
blance ends. 

Dominique has, in various gulses, | 
been the heroic prototype and the 
inspiration of a number ot authors 
from Racine to Flaubert. In this, 
Dominique (Jacques Francois) 
actually materializes in the library 
of an author for whom he is again 
about to have a new incarnation. 
The author is disconcerted, for 
how can he separate himself from a 
creature of his own imagination in 
the story he is writing? To make 
matters worse, his daughter falls in 


love with the materialized Domi- 
nique. He is determined to marry 
her. By writing a series of books 


about Dominique, the author keeps 
him “materialized” for 10 years, 
but at the end of that time Domi- 
nique becomes restless. 

Despite its literary background, 
this unusual play has both charm 
and humor. The dialog is amus- 
ing in the best high comedy tradi- 


tion. Moreover, it is superbly 
acted by ’‘rarcois as Domenique. | 
Frances wis Gid a stint in Holly- 


wood in the “Barclays of Broad- 


way”) plays the half-real, half-! 
imaginary character with rare 
authority. His dead-pan humor is! 


marvelously projected. Lucien Nat | 
turns in one of his customary fine | 
jobs as the author while Madeleine 
Delavaivre is fresh and charming 
as the young Luce. Marie Lauren- | 
cin's setting of a 1906 library is 
a tasteful background for the) 
period costumes. Fred. 


L°Eeole des Femmes | 
Paris, Jan. 23. | 
Louis Jouvet production of 


Moliere’s 
comedy in five acts. Directed by Jouvet. 


Settings by Christian Berard; incidental 
music by Vittorio Rieti. At the Theatre | 
Athenee, Paris. | 
| , Ee oe eee rer Jean Richard 
ME... d040048eedkdad eds Louis Jouvet 
Cr FRED Ncvcceqsceseases oy Leo Lapara 
pO eer rrr ce ee Fernand-Rene 
ee) 1, ME Eee Or eee Wanda 
PT Rear Dominique Blanchar 


Le Notaire 
Le Clerc du Notaire 


Michel Etcheverry 
Paul Rieger 





“L’Ecole des Femmes” was 
created by Moliere and his com- 
pany in 1662. From 1680, when it 
entered the repertoire of the 
Comedie Francaise up to the, 
present, it has been played over | 
1,000 times. In 1936, Louis Jouvet 
presented his version of the play 
which, after a run of 270 perform- | 
ances in Paris, has been part of 
his repertoire in his tours of 
France, Europe, Latin America, | 
Egypt and England. It is now New 
York's turn, and Jouvet is giving 
a limited number of performances 
here before his forthcoming Broad- | 
Way engagement. 

At this late date there is little 
more to 
play itself except that it is one of } 
Moliere’s finest. In his skillful 
direction, however, Jouvet man- 
ages to extract every bit of humor 
as well as pathos from this story 
ot the man who brings up a young 
girl to marriageable age in com- 
plete ignorance of life, only to find 
that her own instincts has led her 
to fall in love with a man nearer 
her own age. 

Everything about the production, 
from the costumes and settings by 
the late Christian Berard to the. 
incidental music by Vittorio Rieti, 
and especially the acting, is of the 
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Fileen BARTON 


CURRENTLY APPEARING 


GRAND THEATRE 
EVANSVILLE, IND‘ANA 
Direction: M. C. A. 











highest order. 
revelation is the Agnes done by 
Dominique Blanchar. She is the 
daughter of Pierre Blanchar, per- 
haps best known in the U. S. for 


his role in the film, ‘Symphonie | 


Pastorale.”’ She is an exceptionally 
fine, sensitive artist, the incarna- 


the role demands. 


the discovery of 
Fred. 


will be 
Blanchar. 


which 
Mlle. 


COAST’S EL CAPITAN 
MAY BE VIDEO CENTRE 


Hollywood, Feb. 6. 
Possibility grows stronger that 
El Capitan theatre, only spasmodi- 
cally alight as legit house in recent 
years, will become a television cen- 
tre. Both CBS and NBC reportedly 





dickering for purchase of the prep- | 


erty, just off Hollywood and Vine. 
Theatre, owned by C. E. Toberman, 
is currently under long lease to 
yene Mann for legit productions, 


but house has been alight only 
eight weeks since he took over, 
Sept. 1. 


Understood asking price is $400,- | 


000, with best offer some $50,000 
away from that figure. Both O. B. 
Hansen, NBC veepec in charge of 
engineering, and Henry Grossman, 
his CBS counterpart, are in town 
for network efforts to get home 
base for video operations. 





‘Brigadoon’ $16,200 in 6 


For 4 Southern Stands 


Orlando, Fla., Feb. 6. 
Freezing temperatures greeted 
John Yorke’s touring production 
of “Brigadoon” here, with a total 
gross racked up of only $16 200 for 
six performances in four stands. 
The stops included Tuesday (30) 


|}at the Lanier auditorium, Mont- 
|gomery, Ala.; Wednesday (31) at! 
the Albany theatre, Albany, Ga.; | 


Thursday and Friday (1-2) at Pea- 


body auditorium, Daytona, and | 
Saturday (3) at the auditorium | 
here. 


Musical is playing the first six 
days of the current week at the 
auditorium, Miami, and Saturday 
night (10) at the auditorium, Ft. 
Lauderdale. 














Cochran 


Continued from page 57 
and presently joined Richard 
Mansfield’s company. 

He then became Mansfield’s sec- 











retary and later turned to vaude- | 


ville management, introducing 
wrestler George Hackenschmidt, 
Houdini and Odette Dulac in Eng- 
land. He also operated sideshows, 
ran circuses and was a prizefight 
manager. His first theatrical pro- 
ductions were “John Gabriel Bork- 
man,” in New York, in 1897 and 
“Sporting Simpson,” in London, in 
1902. His first real success was 


be said concerning the’ ‘“‘The Miracle,” in 1911. 


Cochran suffered a nervous 
breakdown in 1925, went into pro- 
fessional eclipse and at one time 
had debts of about $1,000,000. But 
at the age of 52 he made a new 
start as an employee in a London 
night club and before long was 


back at the top of the British mu- | —— 


sical stage. He was taken ill again 
in 1946, and once more suffered 
serious financial reverses, but made 
a comeback in 1948 with the smash 
musical comedy, “Bless the Bride.” 
He subsequently presented the less 
successful “Tough at the Top” last 
|year and was planning the pres- 
entation of his 129th show, “The 
Lion and the Unicorn,” next April 
as part of the Festival of Britain. 
Besides being knighted in 1948 by 
King George VI, he received the 
French Legion of Honor. 

During his long career, some of 
his important London productions 
included “The Man Who Married 
a Dumb Wife,” “Damaged Goods,” 
“The Better Ole,” “As You Were,” 
several editions of ‘“Cochran’s Re- 
vue,” “London, Paris and New 
York,” “On With the Dance,” “This 
Year of Grace,” “Cyrano de Berge- 


rac,” “Anna Christie,” “Road to 
Rome,” “Porgy,” “Paris Bound,” 
“Bitter Sweet,” “Private Lives,” 


“Grand Hotel,” “Cavaleade,” “Cat 
and the Fiddle,” ‘Music in the 


Air,” “Escape Me Never,” “Con-: 


versation Piece,” “Anything Goes” 
and “Big Ben.” 

His wife, the former Evelyn 
Alice Dade, survives. They had no 
‘children, ' . 


But the particular | 


| (10); 
| (12); 


Current Road Shows 


(Feb. 5-18) 





“Apple of His Eye”’—Maijestic, Ft. | 
Worth (5); Melba, Dallas (6-7); Mu-_ 
sic Hall, Houston (8); Paramount, 


|Austin (9): Texas, San «Antonio 
(10); Liberty Hall, El Paso (12); 
Paramount, Phoenix (13); Para- 


i} mount, Tucson (14); Lobero, Santa. 
: : a | Barbara (16-17). 
tion of youthful innocence which , ~“ 
Broadway has 
'a treat in store, not the least of 


“As You Like It”—Fox, Spokane 
(5-6); Aud., St. Paul (9-10); Ly- 
ceum, Minneapolis (12-17). 

“Brigadoon” — Aud., Orlando, 
Fla. (5-9); Aud., Ft. Lauderdale 
Carolina, Spartanburg, S.C. 
Carolina, Charlotte (13); 

Winston-Salem (14); Na- 
tional, Greensboro (15); Carolina, 
Durham (16); State, Raleigh (17). 

“Come Back, Little Sheba” 
Walnut, Phila. (5-10) (Closing). 

“Death of a Salesman’’—Gay- 
ety, Wash. (5-17). 

“Diamond Lil’ — Temple, Bir- 
mingham, Ala. (5); Lanier Aud., 
Montgomery (6); Murphy, Mobile 
(7); Civic, New Orleans (8-12); 
Municipal Aud., Shreveport (13); 
Robinson <Aud., Little Rock (14); 
Home, Oklahoma City (15-16); 
Forum, Wichita (17). 

“Green Pastures” (tryout) — 
Colonial, Boston (12-17). 

“Guardsman” (tryout)—Shubert, 
Detroit (5-17) (Reviewed _ in 
VARIETY, Jan. 31, ’51). 

“High Ground” (tryout) — Shu- 
bert. New Haven (8-10); Ford's, 
Baltimore (12-17). 
| “I Know My Love’’—Paramount, 
| Toledo (5); Murat, Indianapolis 
| (7-8); Aud., Louisville (9-10); Wal- 
}nut, Phila. (12-17). 
| “Innocents” — Nixon, Pittsburgh 
| (5-10); American, St. Louis (12-17). 
| “King of Friday's Men” (tryout) | 
— Plymouth, Boston (5-10) (Re-| 


State, 


| viewed in VARIETY, Jan. 31, °51). 
| “Kiss Me, Kate” — Aud., Fresno, | 


Cal. (5-6); Memorial Aud., Sacra- 
mento (7-10); Curran, San Fran-' 
i cisco (12-17). 

“Mike MacCauley” (tryout) 
| Geary, San Francisco (5-17) (Re-| 
| viewed in Variety, Jan. 31, °51). | 


| 


| “Mister Roberts” (Henry Fonda) 
|}—Victoria, Dayton (5-10); Hanna, 
' Cleveland (12-17). 

“Mister Roberts” ‘(Tod Andrews) 
—Shea’s, Erie (5-6); Erlanger, Buf- | 


falo (7-10); Virginia, Wheeling, ' 
W. Va. (12-13); Keith-Albee, Hunt- 
ington (15); Aud., Charleston, 
W.Va. (16-17). 


| “Moon Is Blue” (tryout)—Play- 
|; house, Wilmington (16-17). 
“Oklahoma” Davidson, 
waukee (5-10); Quimby Aud., 
Wayne (12-13); Palace, 
Bend (14); Keith’s, Grand Rapids 


Mil- 


§ (15-17). 


| “Peter Pan”—Opera House, Bos- 
ton (5-10); Shubert, Phila. (12-17). 
| “Romeo and Juliet” (tryout) — 
| Hanna, Cleve. (5-10); Shubert, Bos- 
ton (12-17) (Reviewed in VARIETY, 
| Jan. 24, ’51). 
“South Pacific’ — Shubert, Chi- 
/cago (4-17). 
| “Springtime Folly” (tryout) 
_Lyric, Allentown (12-14'; Shubert, 
; New Haven (15-17). 
| “Streetcar Named Desire” — 
Colony, Marietta, O. (5); Aud., 
; Charleston, W. Va. (6); Keith-Al- 





| bee, Huntington (7); Hartman, Co- | 


'lumbus, O. (8-10); Coliseum, Evans- 
| ville, Ind. (12); Memorial Aud., 
| Louisville (13-14); Bijou, Knoxville 
|(15); Temple, Birmingham, Ala. 
'(16); Murphy Aud., Mobile (17). 











Big Showdown 


Continued from page 23 


the Hub. If that many people are 
willing to plunk down that kind 














of expense coin to watch people | 


read from scripts, says NBC, then 


| the impact of “Big Show” on the. 


Boston populace would tend to be- 
lie the Nielsen results. 

The crux of this pro-“Big Show” 
argument is that the Nielsen sam- 
_ple, generally recognized as em- 


‘includes current breakin of 


Ft. | 
South | 


Perce Pulls Unusual ‘KATE’ STRONG $41,400 


With Two Boston Dates, 


Jan Peerce, who’s appearing at, 
the Met Opera House, N. Y., to-, 


inight (Wed.) as lead in “La Tra- 


viata,” has a Victor recording ses-| 
sion tomorrow, then flies to New 
Orleans for a concert date Satur- | 
day (10). 

Tenor also figured in an unusual , 
occurrence this week, when he sang 
in recital in Boston on Monday (5). 
It was his second concert there this 
season, and was set up in a hurry 
by local impresario, Aaron Rich- 
mond, when Peerce’s first concert, 
a week ago, on Jan. 28, was a com- 
plete sellout at Jordan Hall, with 
all stage seats sold. Although most 
concert dates are booked a full 
season ahead, the Sol Hurok office, 
which manages Peerce, rearranged 
some dates for the second Boston 
concert. It’s unusual for an artist 
to appear twice a season in one 
city, even in N. Y. 


Rice’s ‘Children’ $14,000, 
Bridgeport-New Haven 


New Haven, Feb. 6. 

Despite a questionable recep- 
tion, tryout of “Not for Children” 
did substantial biz at the Shubert 
here in its four-day stand last 
week (31-3). In for five perform- 
ances at $3.60 top, estimated gross 
of $10,500 was okay. 

February lineup of goo 
“The 
(8-10) and next 
week's preem of “Springtime 
Folly” (15-17). A week of re- 
hearsals of “The King and I” is 
due Feb. 19-24, show playing a full 
stanza the following week (26-3). 





High Ground” 





‘Children’ $3,500, Bdgpt. 
Bridgeport, Feb. 6. 

Elmer Rice’s “Not for Children” 
in a single night at the 1,400-seat 
Klein Memorial last Tuesday (30), 
played to a capacity $3,500 at a 
$3.60 top. 

It was Bridgeport’s first 
preem in years. 


British Biz 
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legit 




















the newest type of pantos to the 
detriment of hardy annuals. These 
are Claude Langdon's “Babes in 
the Wood on Ice” at the Empress 
_Hall, Earl’s Court, and Tom Arn- 
old's “Dick Whittington on Ice” at 
Wembley Stadium. Arnold's 
“Whittington” thaws Feb. 24 after 
nine healthy weeks while Lang- 
don's “Babes” will frolic until 
March 3 to 11 near-capacity weeks, 
with Langdon already having set 
| his next Christmas panto, ‘Puss in 
Boots on Ice.” 
2 Pantos Play to 1,000,000 

Between them (Arnold and 
| Langdon), they will have played | 
ito over 1,000,000 customers. Even 
;such hits as Val Parnell’s “Babes 
'in the Wood,” at the London Palla- 
dium, and Emile Littler’s “Goody | 
| Two Shoes,” at the London Casino, 
are feeling the draught. Littler’s 
(Casino run terminates Feb. 24, 
‘cutting his “Shoes” by one week, 
making nine weeks against last 
‘year’s “Humpty-Dumpty’s” which 
| went 10. 

Casino’s annual fiesta, ‘Latin 
' Quarter,” presented by Tom Arn- 
old and Emile Littler and, as usu- 
al staged by Robert Nesbit, with 
‘Nat Jackley starred, is all set for. 
March 10. 

Parnell finishes with “Babes” 
March 10, making 10 weeks against 
his last year’s 12 weeks for, “Puss 
in Boots,” with vaude resuming 
March 12. Bill, which is in for two 
weeks, will be headed by Donald 
| O'Connor, here for first time, and 
, Bernard Brothers, who were al- 
/most resident at this house a year 
or so ago, and supporting cast. For 


his next fortnight, Parnell is dick- | 


bracing about 1,500 audimeters, is | ering with Yvonne de Carlo. here 
all too inadequate in projecting a, making a film for J. Arthur Rank. | 


cross-country pattern of audience | 


‘likes and dislikes, and that even- 
tually the industry will have to take 
| cognizance of a situation where 
such a sample has become the be- 
'all-and-end-all in determining the 
fate of programs. 
| Not all the NBC affiliates, it’s un- 
_derstood, are in accord with the) 
_NBC thinking on the “Big Show,” | 
/and are reported to feel that the | 
Tallulah Bankhead mental gym-| 
nastics and buffoonery are too so- | 
phisticated for non-New York lis- 
teners. (See adjoining letter from 
CBS affiliate in KRLD, Dallas.) 
However, if majority of senti- 
,ment among the affiliates is in 
favor of “Big Show,” it could well 
be that NBC may toss a “what-are- | 
_we-going-to-do-about-it?” bom b- 
ishell into the whole rating picture. . 


this year. It is in the cards that it 


Finishing on a panto note, Par- 
nell’s panto troubles for next 
Xmas look like being settled early , 


will be Arnold's “Humpty-Dump- | 
ty,” currently at the Empire, Liver- 
pool, where it withstood the flu 
epidemic, and doing capacity. One | 
of the most lavish Arnold has 
Staged, it is reputed to have cost 
around $80,000 and stars Norman | 
Evans, supported by Betty Jumel, | 


IN SPLIT COAST WEEK 


Long Beach, Cal., Feb. 6. 
“Kiss Me, Kate” put together a 
powerful gross of over $41,400 in 
eight performances last week in 
three engagements. Monday aiid 
Tuesday (29-30) the musica] 


_played the Arlington, Santa Bar. 


bara; Wednesday and Thursday 
(31-1) were at the Civic auditorium 
Pasadena, and Friday and Satur. 
day (2-3) were at the Municipal 
auditorium here. 

Cole Porter show is Splitting the 
current week between Fresno and 
Sacramento. 


‘Oklahoma’ $30,600 
In 6th St. Louis Visit 


St. Louis, Feb. 6 

Railroad strike caused the “Okla. 
homa”’ company to transport scen- 
ery etc., by truck from St. Louis to 
Milwaukee and the fine gross hung 
up during its sixth visit in St. Louis 
was probably dissipated by the 
transportation costs. In spite of 
below-zero temperature and several 
heavy snowstorms during the en- 
gagement that wound up at the 
American Saturday (3), show grab- 
bed a sock $30,600 for eight per- 
formances. The 1,700-seat house 
was scaled to $4.27. 


House is dark currently but re- 





lights Monday (12) with a one- 
week stand of “The Innocents.” 
with Sylvia Sidney. House js 


sealed to $4.27 for this. 











Equit 
Continued from page 55 


passed by the membership at a 
meeting Jan. 5, the constitutional 
changes voted down recently ap- 
pear to have had a political motiva- 
tion. The council had issued a 
statement to the membership rec- 
ommending their rejection as ‘‘dan- 
gerous, entirely against the best 
wishes of Equity."" The member- 
ship session which turned down the 
proposals was rather sparsely at- 
tended, but witnessed considerable 
wrangling. 

The only amendment adopted, 
proposed independently by Chand- 
ler, sets up a procedure by which 








the membership may _ override 
council veto of its resolutions. 
First of all, a reversal of the 


council must have at least a two- 
thirds vote at a meeting attended 
by at least 750 members. However, 
such reversal may be appealed to 
the general membership for refer- 
endum vote, at which a majority 
would decide. In case the reversal 
is voted at a meeting attended by 
less than, 750, the council may. by 
resolution and must upon written 
request of at least 100 members, 
submit the matter to general mem- 
bership referend.im. 


The seven proposed amendments 
which the council condemned and 
the Jan. 22 membership meeting re- 
jected were as follows: 

1. Ban on discrimination in em- 
ployment, either in dealings with 
managers or within the union, be- 
cause of color, religion or politi- 
cal creed. 

2. Provision for holding courses 
of instruction in theatre and union 
history for junior member candi- 
dates for senior membership. 

3. Elimination of the ban against 
Communists or Fascists holding 
office in the union. 

4. Nominations of officer and 
councillor candidates by petition of 
15 members. 


5. Constitutional amendment by 
vote of a meeting attended by 400, 
instead of 750, members. 

6. Reversal of council action by 
two-thirds vote of a meeting al 
tended by 300, instead of 750, mem- 
bers. 

7. Elimination of life member- 
ships on payment of 10 years’ dues. 











FOR SALE OR RENT 


Established Summer Theatre fully 
equipped, 50 miles from New York. 
Excellent income from building. Box 
V-627, Variety, 154 W. 46th St., 
New York 19, N. Y. 








practically unknown in vaudeville | 








but one of the top comedy femmes | 
in panto, and Patricia Burke. Un-| 
like most of the pantos, it will run 
its alloted span of 12 weeks. From 
present demand it could have 
stayed longer, but Evans has a 
four-week contract to star in the 
Waldorf-Astoria floor show open- 
ing March 29, 


SAMUEL FRENCH 


SINCE 1830 
Play, Brokers and 


Authors’ Representatives 


25 West 45th Street, New York 
1623 Sunset Bivd. Hollywood 46. Cé@ 
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‘Realistic’ Backlogs 
Continued from page 3 


prexy Barney Balaban. He dis- 
closed Par has 14 features set for 
yelease, nine others are completed 
or nearing completion, three are 
shooting and 26 are being prepped 
for future production. 

While official figures were not 
available, it appeared that Par and 





Loew’s lead the industry in terms | 
of current product investment. It’s | 


understood each of the two majors 
has about $19,000,000 tied up in 
backlogs. 
Loew’s 34 

Loew's has 17 features as 
unscheduled for release, in addi- 
tion to 10 others dated for dis- 
tribution from the present through 
May. Firm also has seven in pro- 
duction. 

Heavy investment in* product is 
said also to constitute concrete evi- 
dence that the two majors are con- 


yet 


fident of healthy industry opera- | 


tions in the future. 

Also partly responsible for the 
upped production activity are the 
changing marketing conditions, 
with pix being played off at a 
quicker pace, and studio economics. 

Increasing the number of pro- 
ductions means decreased studio 
overhead per pic. Exception to the 
latter, as one industry exec pointed 
out, is when the ‘mistakes’ in- 
crease With the product increase. 
Aim, of course, is to add to the 
production sked without adding to 
the “mistakes,” as he put it. 

Adding further to demonstrate 
Par’s optimism is the firm’s map- 
ping of plans for the next 24- 
month period. Balaban reported he, 
studio chief Y. Frank Freeman and 
other officials at last week's home- 
office huddles went into the details 
of all pix set for the next two 
years. 

Balaban related that Freeman 
presented a “realistic” product re- 
port and added the firm is con- 
vinced the lineup ‘meets every re- 
quirement for existing and foresee- 
able market conditions.” 

Recent RKO _ divisional sales 
meetings, addressed by various h.o. 
officials, were informed this outfit 
has 32 pix on its 1951 sked and 
about two-thirds of these already 
have been completed. 

Columbia has a backlog of 13 
features and_one oater, plus 18 
others set for release through next 
May. 


Total of nine are being shot or. 
edited at 20th-Fox, which also has , 


19 awaiting release. 

Universal’s backlog consists of 
15 features in addition to four 
which now are shooting. 

Warners has 18 either completed 
and awaiting release or being edit- 
ed. Additionally, WB has four in 
current production, 


K-B’s UA Deal 


Continued from page 3 


Lloyd Wright and Clinton Latour- 
ette. Fact that no finished deal 
came out of it and that further 
talks were called for yesterday 
gave observers the impression that 
there may be _ trouble—although 
there was no direct indication that 
Was SO. 










, candidates for 
| stockholders’ 


| Co., of Chicago. 


keep the company afloat, plus $1,- 
000,000 advance secured by prints 
and advertising and open accounts, 
-and a $2,000,060 fund for angeling 
indie production. There’d be no 
restrictions on the fund as to 


whether it could be used for first | March issue of Esquire by Bill Mc- | 





money, second money or both. Re- 
' ports that coin for the deal was 
|coming from other sources in ad- 
‘dition to Heller were labeled un- 
true. 





This would in- 
/ clude a chunk of offerating coin to 








M-G Exec Pacts 





Literati 


Curley, veteran in 


Hearst organization, stirring things 


/up on the L. A. Herald Express for 


three weeks. 
| Jimmy Durante profiled’ in 
Cormick. 
| “Cyranose.” 
| David Farrar, British actor and 
author of ‘No Royal Road,” is 
writing a book about Hollywood— 
on the pleasant side, for a change. 
Mayor Vincent Impellitteri, as 
honorary chairman, tops a list of 
some 69 sponsors who are backing 


Yarn is aptly titled 














Continued from page 3 = 


nual net profits. Aggregate annual 
compensation for Thau is limited 
to $200,000. _ 

Extended four years was Joseph 
Vogel’s pact as v.p. and theatre 
chief. His weekly salary now is 
$3,000 under the deal which ex- 
pires on Mar. 1, 1958. 


Four years also were added to 
Charles C. Moskowitz’s contract as 
v.p. and treasurer, bringing the 
expiration date to Mar. 1, 1958. 
He draws $3,000 weekly. 

Louis K. Sidney is paid $2,500 
per week under his pact which was 


extended from Mar. 7, 1954, to 
Jan. 17, 1958. 
Option plan, already approved 


by the board, provides the six with 
right to purchase stock in the fina 
at $16 7/16 per share. This was 
the-average market price on the day 
the board okayed the arrangement. 

Options were allocated as fol- 
lows: Sehary, for 100,000 shares of 
common stock; Loew, 40,000 shares, 
and. Thau, Vogel, Moskowitz and 
Sidney, 27,500 each. 

If any of the six so desire it, 
Loew’s will lend them 90° of the 
purchase price with interest at 6°%. 
Each of the participants, on and 
after Jan. 17, 1952, may exercise 
options at the rate of one-sixth of 
| their total for each of the follow- 
ing six years. 

All present board members are 
reelection at the 
session. 
Leopold Friedman, F,. Joseph Hol- 
leran, Eugene W. Leake, Mosko- 
witz, William A. Parker, J. Robert 
Rubin, Nicholas M. Schenck, Vogel, 
David Warfield and Henry Rogers 


| Winthrop. 











Jan. B.0. Leaders | 


Continued from page 4 

















‘able in view of the fact that it was 
national champ both in December 
_and November, and has finished 


nearly all key-city firstrun dates. 
| A batch of new pictures which 


ran up sizable totals are not in- 
cluded in January listings because 
'they were just getting started as 


} 


, the month ended. These are “At | 


War With Army” (Par), “Born Yes- 
, terday” (Col) and “Operation Pa- 
cific’ (WB) and, to a lesser degree, 
“Storm Warning” (WB), “Steel 
| Helmet” (Lip) and “Cyrano” (UA). 
| Last-named finished eighth one 
| week and was runnerup once. 
} tual total money was small, how- 
| ever, because it played mainly in 
| small-seaters and two--a-day. 


“At War” was going like a house | 
'afire as the month closed, with} 


promise of being one of Para- 


They are | 


Ac- | 








In the meantime, Jacques Gri- | mount’s top grossers in 1951. It 
nieff, who had been making efforts copped first one week and wound 
to obtain control of the company, yup second another. “Born Yester- 


returned to New York from the | day” also was shaping up great. | 
Coast over the weekend. He’s still “Pacific” likewise loomed promis 


ready with an offer if the K-B ne- jng, while “Storm Warning,” the 

gotiations fall through. There are Ginger Rogers-Ronald Reagan film, 

also. reportedly other interested was also getting up steam as the 

parties, although terms would be month closed. 

considerably lower than ever of- | “Man Who Cheated Himself” 

fered before. _ | (20th) so far has proved on the dis- 
The way Krim and Benjamin appointing side. “Bitter Rice” 


the annual Page One Ball of the 
Newspaper Guild of N. Y. Affair is 
slated to be held April 13 at the 
Hotel Astor. 

Constance Lindsay Skinner 
award, given annually to a woman 
in recognition of her ‘outstanding 


contribution to the book world,” | 


this year goes to Dorothy Canfield 
Fisher. She recently retired from 
the Book-of-the-Month Club's 
board of judges. 

Winners of the 1950 Christopher 
Awards in the literary and motion 
picture fields is scheduled to be 


announced Feb. 15 at a reception ! 


to be held at the Hotel Astor, N. Y. 
George P. Skouras, head _ of 
Skouras Theatres, is sponsoring 
the reception in honor of the re- 
ligious order. 

Lewis Gannett, of the N. Y. 
Herald Tribune, Thomas L. Stokes, 
of United Features Syndicate, and 
William L. Shirer on Monday (5) 
were named judges of the Sidney 
Hillman Foundation contests which 
embrace the fields of general, 
periodical and labor journalism as 
well as radio, TV, fiction, drama 
and films. Total of $4,00Q in 
prizes is to be awarded. 

“Lincoln and the Press,” prob- 
ing the Emancipator’s. relations 
with newspapers, by Robert S. 
Harper, former: New York World 
staffer and onetime managing 
editor of the Ohio State (Colum- 
bus) Journal, will be published by 
McGraw-Hill Friday (9). Harper, 
who has retired from newspaper 
work and lives in Columbus, is 
also author of “Trumpet in_ the 
Wilderness” and 
Baltimore.” 








Petrillo Demands - 


Continued from page 39 








| contended, repeat payments would 
' skyrocket the cost of kinescopes. 

| Petrillo also called for the elimi- 
‘nation of recorded music on video 
for spots, jingles, accompaniment, 


‘background, mood, cue, bridge or’ 


| incidental purposes. He also asked 
‘for a 50% additional payment for 
/ musicians for simulcast broadcasts. 
| Basic minimum scales for video, 
' moreover, have been boosted to 
20% over the applicable network 
‘radio scale for any local outlet. 
| Currently, musicians receive 95° 
of the network scale. 

' Current negotiations 
| Petrillo and the networks are be- 
ing conducted concurrently with 





for Max Reinharat. 
between 


| the bargaining between AFM lo-. 


‘cals and the network keys. Reps 
of the New York, Chicago and Los 
Angeles locals have joined Petril- 
‘lo on the union’s side in an effort 
to reach an overall agreement 
which would form the pattern for 
‘the local pacts. 

Earlier, strike threat by WN. Y. 
Local 802 was averted last week 
when the networks agreed to grant 
retroactivity to the Feb. 1 expira- 
tion date of the old pact. Retroac- 
tivity was granted until Feb. 15 by 


|roac ‘vity will likely be extended. 





ATLA Yanks Pix 
Hollywood, Feb. 6. 
Only one Coast telestation has 


SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


By Frank Scully 
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. ; Cold, Germ., Feb. 2. 

We were discussing nuances—in food, combat and menaces. We were 
sitting at the No. 1 table of Chez Romanoff’s, and little Alice and I were 
using Gottfried Reinhardt to help us reconstruct a dear, dead past 
around Salzburg and Bad Reichenhall. He told about driving Otto Kahn 
around the Tyrolean hills and how Kahn balked on driving up to 
Berchtesgaden. He told young Reinhardt he never would set a foot in 
Germany until it was liberated again. 

This was in 1932. How many people recognized Hitler as the 
world’s No, 1 menace in 1932? Reinhardt confessed he didn’t. He 
was only 19 at the time and he looked on Hitler as a clown who 
couldn’t speak good German. His father was producing “Jedermann”™ 
in the square of the Salzburg Cathedral, and nice fat Germans were 
paying eight and 10 bucks a seat to weep over the plight of a rich man. 

Alice and I were at Bad Reichenhall at the time. That was 20 miles 
to the west of Salzburg and in Germany, whereas Salzburg was in 
Austria. 

Anita Loos and John Emerson, God rest his helpful soul, had told 
us the year before about the curative values of the waters of the Bad 
in nose and throat troubles. It seems the inhalations had partly restored 
his voice. So we motored up there in a 4'2 horsepower voiture from Nice 
and between treatments and working on a book, we would take a bus 


over to the Salzburg festival. 


“The Road to’ 


Color Blind On the Increase? 

That summer troops came down from Prussia to hold maneuvers on 
the outskirts of Bad Reichenhall. The Tyroleans recognized these troops 
instantly as a return of an old menace. From being a gay and friendly 
people they went deadpan. Almost any children love a parade, but 
these children must have had the fear of this menace bred in their 
bones, because they didn’t even look at the parade. 

Next to children, barmaids have practically no political bias. But 
these, too, dropped all conviviality when dealing with customers in 
these old hated gray uniforms. 

At that time in that town there was only one brownshirted Nazi. 
was the village idiot. Nobody took him seriously. -They laughed at 
him, and he laughed back. All they thought of him was that he was 
a rather goodnatured slob who loved to play soldier. Even the real 
soldiers in grey uniforms didn’t take him seriously. 

Otto Kahn Sees the Diff 

But apparently Otto Kahn did, and I know we did. The Nazi used to 
drive over to Salzburg with us in the bus, and we felt as comfortable 
as people in Chicago at that time felt on being asked to take a ride 
with one of the Capone mob. 

We took the bus because our 4!2 horsepower jalopy was in for re- 
pairs and, besides, at the frontier traffic regulations changed and 
cars drivinge at the right swung over to the left, and this confusion, 
while all -right to people who had lived all their lives in such con- 
fusion, was too much for us. 

Reinhardt was saying that while all America may not have had a 
clearer picture of what was going on in Germany, certainly many 
Americans saw this menace and appraised it for what it was long before 
it spread like a plague over all Europe and ultimately over most of 
the world. If the natives, and even the Prussian soldiers, had realized 
that a brown uniform was the greater menace, they might have scotched 
it then instead of laughing at it and ultimately all becoming victims of 
this brown plague. 


He 


Smart Bugs Change Uniforms 

That’s one of the sad things about the human race. It rarely recog- 
nizes big troubles when they are small, or when they take different 
colors and forms from those they have learned to recognize. That was 
the problem of defeating pneumonia, incidentally. When attacked, 
these microbes often changed their shape and size so that one specific 
which had previously succeeded failed. 

It was like people saying, “Do I know Charlie Chaplin? Of course I 
know him.” And then going on to describe him as a guy with a little 
mustache, a little derby, a tight little coat, baggy trousers, a cane and 
shoes far too big for his small feet. If Chaplin should come to a res- 
taurant without his working clothes they wouldn’t recognize him at all. 

In fact, Reinhardt had no inkling as to what was happening in Ger- 
many until he came out to Hollywood in 1933 and worked for Ernst 
Lubitsch at Paramount. Lubitsch had once worked for his father. In 
those days practically anybody of importancé had at some time worked 
Many of them had been a guest at his castle. 

The castle was confiscated, of course, by the Nazis, but the Reinhardt 
family eventually got it back, and now it is an American school, with 
American teachers, for European children. They had transformed the 
castle. Jt was mo more what it used to be, but its students would 
certainly know more about American history and learn that it wasn’t 


_all told in “All the King’s Men,” which, however true, are the place 


which’ date, it’s hoped, agreement | 
‘ean be worked out, if not, ret-| 


and the time, was nothing more than the small stone in a big mosaic 
about bigger people and bigger ideas, in a big country. 

Reinhardt himself said he had no desire to return to the land of his 
birth, but his mother, who is 72, Else Reinhardt, went back to visit her 
sister, stayed there and is now playing in a thing which roughly trans- 
lates as “Trees Die Standing Up” and has had a tremendous success 
in it. 

For himself he has picked up much of American history by sort of 
osmosis. He has been associated with producers of pictures like “San 
Francisco” and “Saratoga,” but not to lose completeiy his heritage 
he wrote the original for “The Great Waltz’ and the books of two 
successful musical shows, “Rosalinda” and “Helen of Troy.” 

How Did the Civil War Sound? 

Right now he is producing “The Red Badge Of Courage,” starring 
young heroes of the last war like Audie Murphy and Bill Mauldin. 

They're having a lot of trouble with sound effects. This doesn’t 


{seem to bother most producers dealing with war pictures but Rein- 
|hardt, having a typical German respect for history, doesn’t want a 
' Civil War picture to sound like “Wake Island” or “The Halls of Mon- 


tezuma.” Compared to modern warfare, combat in the Civil War 


are understood to view the present (Indie) was shaping big in arty apparently decided to defy James sounded more like the popping of cap pistols, though a wound was pos- 


situation is that there’s a point be-| houses. “Great Manhunt” (Col), 
yond which there’s nothing more formerly released as “State Se- 
to talk about—and they've reached | cret,” managed several profitable 
that. Thus the final round should playdates. “Tomahawk” (U) did 
be at hand in a day or two, with well enough on its Chicago preem. 
the decision going one way or the | “Prehistoric Women” (EL), out 
other, /On several scattered dates, showed 
Deal which Krim and Benjamin around $100,000 gross, doing best 
have proposed gives them an Op- | where given circusy _ ballyhoo. 
tion of 50% of the UA stock, to- | “Magnificent Yankee” (M-G) on two 
talling 10,000 shares. They would principal playdates in January 
also at the end of three years have | proved it was a toughie to sell. 
the right to buy the 10,000 shares “Flying Missile” (Col) was disap- 
belonging to Chaplin and Miss) pointing on first dates. _ 
Pickford. This right would go to} “Watch Birdie” (M-G) did a lot 
them if at that time the company better last month than in Decem- 
had been operating in the black) ber. “Woman on Run” (U), ninth 
for a specifie—but relatively short | one week, added some additional 
—period of time. Price for the! good dates. “Great Missouri Raid 
Chaplin-Pickford shares is not’ (Par) tested fairly well in K. C. and 
fixed, but would be on a formula St. Louis, two principal Missouri 
basis hinged to the company’s fi- | cities. 
nancial standing in comparison | “West Point Story” (WB) rang 
With present status. up some additional solid biz. while 


All of the financing for the deal “The Milkman” (U) was in like 
a Would come from Walter Helley & category. ie ‘ Te. 


C. Pétrillo’s recent warning regard- 
ing telecasting of “unauthorized” 
‘motion pictures. Only 
KECA-TV will continue to show 
films it has acquired. KTTV and 
KTLA have shelved pix they be- 
, lieve conflict with AFM contract 
'with producers. 

| KTLA has leased block of Eagle 
Lion Classics pix from Flamingo 
Films and had beamed one before 


Petrillo’s warning wire was re- | won't bother you.” - 


‘ceived. Station said it is wiring 
Petrillo it was yanking the pictures 
in question and will not show any 
films which-come under terms of 
agreement between Petrillo and the 
| majors. 

| Films were made in 1946-47-48. 
KECA-TV is beaming films ac- 
quired recently on similar deal: 
-KTTV’'s films made after 1946 have 
been shelved pending further no- 
‘tice, from Petrillo. , 


eer@ 2 


| sibly more deadly. 


There was no blood plasma and amputations took 


| place with little or.no anesthetic, as ether had been discovered only a 


. _ | few years before the Civil War broke out. ' 
station | 


It is hard to tell how audiences conditioned to all this ear-splitting 


Stuff today will take a fairly true picture of what eombat was like in 


| 
{ 


at a performance of “Wake Island.” 


the War Between the States. 
I remember sitting next to twa junior members of the Scully Circus 
It got so nerve-shattering that 


| they finished the picture hiding under the seats. . 


| the unsung here of this one. 


After it came a newsreel of authentic combat. The cameratman was 


It showed troops trying to get across a 


‘pontoon bridge and quietly being bopped and dropped. 


One kid said to the other, “You can look now. It’s all right. This 
Again it was a problem of nof recognizing the real from the unreal. 
How were they to know that nobody got hurt in all that thunder of 


, ‘Wake Island,” but when one of those tgogps eased himself to earth 
_in a newsreel the chances are he nevér got up again. 


, plosions penetrates. 


While Reinhardt is seekjng the precise sound effect for his Civil War 


' production, 300 miles away the military are making tests of the sounds 


of tomorrow and seeing how far the radioactivity of its atomic ex- 
There have been several explosions which no one 


seemed able to account for accurately and I’ve been wondering if the 
Saucerians might not be looking into this increasing volume of noise 
and subsequent hot tempers and wondering if this whole world isn’t 
becoming a menace to the rest, of the universe. 


ore" ee eer ern eee 
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Broadway 


Agent Sam Tishman recuperat- | 
ing in Florida following operation. 


Anne Revere guested at the 
Drama League tea yesterday 
(Tues.). | 

Marvin Schenck, Metro v.p., and 
Mrs. Schenck due in N. ¥, from | 
the Coast on Friday (12). 

CBS tossed cocktail party for 
Eve Arden yesterday (6) honoring | 
the star of its “Our Miss Brooks 
series ; 

Al Lowe, United Artists foreign 
chief, and his wife celebrated their | 
25th wedding anni yesterday | 
(Tuesday). 

Don Prince, RKO eastern pub- 
licity chief, planed to the Coast 
Friday (2) for a week of huddles | 
with studio execs. 

Phil Reisman, RKO __ foreign 
chief, leaves Saturday (10) for an 
eight-country tour of the company s | 
South American branches. 

A. A. Collins, musical director | 
for Herbert Wilcox’s Imperadio 
Pictures in from London yesterday 
(Tuesday) on the Queen Mary. 

Barney Balaban, president of 
Paramount, and Mrs. Balaban left | 
N. Y. this week for a two-week | 
vacation trip to Miami and Havana. | 

Daughter, Joan, of Warner Bros. 
theatre chief Harry Kalmine, to 
be married Saturday (10) to Daniel 
M. Paradies. They'll live in At- 
Janta. 

Both Eddie Cantor and Robert 
Q. Lewis, who flew to Miami Beach 
for some sun, are making an about- 
face because of the storm that hit 
that area. 

Benedict Bogeaus, indie pro-, 
ducer, in town for distribution con- | 
fabs with Eagle Lion Classics, 
which is releasing his ““My Brother, 
the Outlaw.” 

Billy Wilder, who’s readying a 
Maurice Chevalier starrer for Para- | 
mount release, scheduled to arrive | 
from Paris tomorrow (Thursday) 
on the America. 

Dick Powell and his actress- 
wife, June Allyson, due in town 
Feb. 19 to attend preem his RKO} 
starrer, “Cry Danger,” at Pafa-| 
mount theatre Feb. 21. 

Filippo Del Giudice, former head 
of J-~ Arthur Rank’s Two Cities 
Films, lecturec yesterday (Tues.) 
before the Yale University Drama 
School, New Haven. His subject 
was “The Film Crisis.” | 

Spencer Tracy, director John 
Sturges and a production crew of 
20 are due in N: Y. Feb. 25 for 
location shooting for “People| 
Against O'Hara.” Pat O’Brien may | 
yet be added to the pic’s cast. 

Colleen Moore, silent screen ac- | 
tress; her husband, Homer P. Har- | 
grove, board chairman of the Chi-| 
cago Stock Exchange: NBC an- 
nouncer Ed Herlihy and songstress 
Eugenie Baird were among those 
who sailed yesterday (Tuesday) for 
an 18-day West Indies cruise on 
the Nieuw Amsterdam. j 

Edward L. Walton, who recently | 
resigned as Republic’s assistant | 
general sales manager, was guest | 
of honor last night (Tues.) at a'| 


' 
} 


| Walters, 


|reopen it as Rogers Club Friday 


jipal Auditorium March 6-11, with 


five-month tour of South America 
to sell 20 pix. 

Jack Kirkland's “Monsieur Fa- 
bre” started here as a co-produc- 
tion pic starring Pierre Fresnay 
and megged by oldtimer Henri | 
Berger. oe 

“Cinderella” (RKO) grosses in) 
Europe may exceed those of ‘‘Joan” 
(RKO), due to simultaneous re- 
lease all over the territory in the 
choicest first runs theatres Xmas 
week in all key cities. 


Palm Springs 

By Dorothy Gray 
“Private Lives” with Mirrian 
Bernard Hughes, Helen 
Stenborg, and Michael Ferrell be- 
gan Palm Spring’s Playhouse run 
Tuesday (6). 

Peggy Ryan and Ray McDonald 
completed engagement at Chi Chi | 
Starlite Room Sunday (4), followed 
by Nino Milo and Steve Gibson and 
Redcaps. Garwood Van orch con- 
tinues. 

Trav Rogers, original owner of 
Rogers Ranch later operated by 
Gov. Jimmy Davis of Louisiana, to 








(9). Will feature western enter- 
tainment, and dancing. 

Jack Warner, Dean Jagger, 
George Montgomery, Dinah Shore, 
Paulette Goddard, Albert Marx, 
Solly Biano and Cy Howard all 
to play in the Racquet Club’s Blue 
Ribbon Tennis Tournament Feb. 15. 

Ted Schroeder, Nancy Chaffee, 
Hugh Steward, Pat Todd, Herb 
Flam among tennis players to com- 
pete in Palm Springs Midwinter 
Tennis Tournament Feb. 8 to 11 
inclusive. Patronesses for event 
include Mrs. Charles Farrell and 
Mrs. William Powell. 





Kansas City 


By John Quinn 


Lind Bros. (3) inta, Eddy’s 
Restaurant. | 

“The Drunkard” Sblaying week | 
stand in the American Legion | 
Auditorium. 

After session of legits, Fox-Mid- 
west returning the Orpheum 


theatre to film policy with “The 
Mudlark.” ‘ 
Arthur Ellison playing lead in 
Resident Theatre’s current produc- 
tion of “Montserrat,” with Stanley 
Ackerman directing. - 
Winifred Shields sitting in as 
music critic at the Kansas City 
Star during hospitalization of 
Clyde Neibarger, regular crick. 
Police Department has set its 
llth annual circus for the Munic- | 


Hamid-Morton doing the show. 


Australia 


By Eric Gorrick 


U. S. square dancing catching on 


throughout Aussie. 


Top pop tune here is “Irene”, 
on all radio stations. Sheet sales | 
are high. | 


“Cheaper by Dozen” (20th) ae. | 


' 





‘authors of “The Paragon” (filmed 
_as “Silent Dust’) have a new play, 


farewell dinner at the N. Y. Ath-|ing top biz at Regent, Sydney, for 

letic Club. It was tossed by some Hoyts circuit. 

25 homeoffice execs including|_ Sid Gibson returned to 20th- | 

prexy Herbert J. Yates and sales Fox as exploiteer; formerly was’ 

chief James R. Grainger. with Hailmark. — 2 
Decca putting on special public- Clifford Mollison, British legit | 





London 
J. Arthur Rank latest victim of 
the flu. 


Rafael Sabatini, noted historical 
novelist, left around $140,000. 


Danny Hoctor and Betty Byrd 


to Athens on the first leg of Euro- 


pean tour. 

Robert S. Woolf, RKO Radio 
topper here, 
visit to U. S. 

J. C. Smuts appointed account- 


ant-secretary to the National Film | 


Finance Corp. 

Sam Spewack here in connection 
with the Jack Hylton production 
of “Kiss Me, Kate.” 

Associated British Picture Corp. 
again paying an interim dividend 
of 712% on its common. 

J. W. Perry elected chairman of 
the London branch of the Cine- 
matograph Exhibitors Assn. 

Sir Ralph Richardson appointed 
a member of Arts Council Drama 


off on his annual | 


Frank Sinatra set for limited en- 
gagement at the Casablanca’s Club 
Morocco, following Patti Page, 
current. 

The Abel (Variety) Greens at the 
Lord Tarleton. Others there in- 
clude Paul Winchell, Dennis James 
and Robert Q. Lewis. ; 

Cold spell hit this area also, with 
biz offish for most spots until 
Saturday night when every club, 
bar and tavern in town filled. 

John Carroll set for Copa City 
date with Danny Thomas first week 
in March. He’s been signed to a 
personal management pact by Ned 
| Schuyler, who is currently in New 
| York, setting bookings for Jose- 
| phine Baker. 





| Portland, Ore. 


| Billy Bishop an’ Ann inked into 
| Amato’s Supper Club. 

Four Kit Kats opened at the 
Clover Club Monday (5). 


Panel for term of three years. | Ralph Flannagan orch set for 
Vic Hyde sailing back Feb. 17, oneniter at Jantzen Ballroom Feb. 


i after a seven week engagement at 
the Empire, Leicester Square. | 


Joan Rice inked to two-year pact 
by J. Arthur Rank Organization 
after crix lauded her work in, 
“Blackmailed.” 

George H. Elvin, general secre- 
tary of the Assn. of Cine & Allied | 
Technicians selected as_ parlia-| 
mentary candidate for Oxford on 
the Labor ticket. 

Emlyn Williams’ “Accolade” 
folds at the Aldwych Saturday (10) 
after five months and will be suc- 
ceeded by Pinero’s comedy, “Pre- | 
serving Mr. Panmure.” 


Roland and Michael Pertwee, 


“Rough Shooting.” being tried out 
by the Windsor Repertory. 


Philadelnhia 


By Jerry Gaghan 
William Rodstein, proprietor of 
Big Bill's, hospitalized. 
Bert Parks due here Feb. 17, to 
do part of an ABC network show 
for the City of Hope. WFIL will 





| originate. 


The Beale Street Boys. recently 
reorganized combo, making their 
first appearance here in eight years 
at the Little Rathskeller. 

Hazel Scott will headline the 
Bob Smith Benefit Concert at the 
Academy of Music. Feb. 28, spon- 
sored by the Philadelphia Inquirer 
Charities, Inc. 

Walter Abel replaces Claude 
Rains (Feb. 7) as narrator for the 


| Philadelphia Orchestra’s perform- 
j}ance of Aaron Copland’s “A Lin- 


coln Portrait.” 

Smith Show Bar is bringing 
action here and .before National 
AGVA against the team of Bill 
Layne and Don Hines. Dave Smith, 
manager of the club, alleges the 
duo refused to go on Monday 
(Jan. 29) because they objected to 
their billing. 


Las Vesas 
By Bill Willard 
Ted Fiorito Orch in for two 
weeks at El Rancho. 
Dick Haymes toplining current 


ity campaign to plug Arch Oboler’s topper, returas. to London soon }Shows at the Flamingo. 


“African Adventure” album to tie after tour for Fullers. 





in with his “Five,” being released | 
by Columbia Pix. It was on safari 
in Africa two years ago that Oboler , 
started work on “Five” script while | 
also recording jungle chants and 
musie for current Decca album. 


Mariquita Moll, soprano; Mon- 
sicur Brunard, ventriloquist; com- 
edy team of Jimmy Givens and Kay 
Ferris; baritone Gerald Lawrence 
and the musicomedy trio of Patty 
Thomas 


Cunard line's Mauretania, which 
sailed Saturday (3) on an 18-day 
West Indies cruise. 


Paris 


By Maxime De Beix 
(33 Bled Montparnasse) 

Nine pictures now rolling in the 
Paris studios. 

Sacha Guitry improving after 
stomach ulcer operation at Ameri- 
can Hospital here... 

_Marcel Pagnol’s filmization of 
his play ‘“Topaze” scissored by the 
censor for political lines. 

M. Mittler looking over new 
French legit production for possi- 
ble staging in Germany. 

Empire theatre closing its cur- 
rent revue to go under Pierre 
Louis-Guerin management: 

Marcel Aboulker to do a 13-epi- 
sode version of “The Three Mus- 
keteers” for U. S. television. 

Bernard Vorhaus and John 
Weber to St. Tropez to iron out 
script before beginning a film. 

Eartha Kitt folding as solo art- 
ist at her own club and now back 
to top intime nitery Le Carroll's. 


tinental rep, to leave Feb. 17 on 


Industry is pressing the govern- 
ment to drop the admission tax 
on kid matinees in nabes and stix. 

Nick Pery, Columbia’s local top- 
per, now on his way to U. S., will 
probably talk local 
|plans there. 


Chicago 


Agent Leo Salkin vacationing in 


ho and the Freshmen pro-' Florida. 
viding the entertainment on the. 


“Ice Capades of 1951" bows here 
March 15 at Chi Stadium. 


Film vet Monte Blue added to 


up here, Feb. 16. 

Jimmy Hart, prexy of Ambassa- 
dor and Sherman Hotels, takes off 
for Europe this week. 

Fridolin, author and lead in 
.“Ti-Coq” at the Harris, was feted 
| by Chicago’s Cercle Francais. 
| George Jessel in town last week 
, to toastmaster farewell party for 
‘Cmdr. David Goldenson, who goes 
back to Navy. 

Israel Philharmonic Orch debuts 
here Feb. 10 and 11, with Serge 





Koussevitzky and Leonard Bern-| 


stein conducting. 
Main floor of Blackstone theatre, 


, where paraplegic revue “It’s A’ 


' Great Day” roosts, will be taken 
over this week by 52 Assn. of 
Illinois. 

Janet Blair, femme 
“South Pacific,’ and warbler 
Johnny Desmond guested “Chica- 
goan of Year” luncheon last week 
at the Morrison hote!. 

Ted Tod, 20th-Fox exploitation 
head here, accompanied Dr. Harry 


Martin, 20th medico and husband | 
Wladimir Lissim; Korda’s con- of columnist Louella Parsons, back | 


to Coast. from Rochester, Minn. 


production | 


Nick Kahler’s Outdoor Show line-| 


lead in’ 


Bob Howard, Sandra Deel, John 
and Rene Arnaut at Thunderbird. | 
Wilbur Clark top man on newly 
elected board of Paradise Valley. 
Little Theatre follows “Born Yes- 


Leo Carrillo will bring his “Dude 
'Ranch Varieties” to the Portland 
' Auditorium today (7) for the Opti- 
mists Club. Cast includes Les 
Anderson, Jane Frazee, Bob Shep- 
pard, Andy Parker and The Plains- 
men. 

June Hope Show at Jack and 
Jills for two weeks. Lione] Bar- 
rymore will appear with the Port- 


‘land Symphony Orchestra Feb. 12 


at the Auditorium. He is sched- 
uled to do a narration to musical 
background. 


Minneapelis 
By Les Rees 
Vic’s has Red Maddock Trio. 
Lenny Colyear held over at! 
Curly’s. 


Stan Kenton into Prom Ball- 
room for one-nighter. 

Club Carnival, town's largest 
nitery reopening as the Flame. 


Charlie Milkes, local impresario, | 


bringing in Bob Hope show to 
Auditorium April 12. 

Jan August and The Harmoni- 
cats into Hotel Nicollet Minnesota 
Terrace with Cecil Golly orchestra. 

John Sherman, Minneapolis Star 


drama editor and critic, 


view current shows. 


Yogi Yorgesson and his ‘Scan-}| 
one- | 


dihoovians” band making 
nighter tour of territory under Bob 
| Berger-Artie Ferrin aegis. 

Seventh annual 


prise usual four performances May 
4-6, offerings to be “Die Fleder- 
'maus,” “Cavalléria Rusticana” and 
| “Pagliacci,” “The Magic Flute” and 
| “Faust.” 


Nassau, Bahamas 


By Ralph Lycett 
Lord Kelmsley, British publish- 
er, here for the season. 
Beatrice Lillie visiting the Ivor 
Novellos in Kingston, Jamaica. 
British pianist Denis Mathews 





did two concerts prior to Canadian | 


i 
| tour. 
| Time and Life prexy Roy Lar- 


| sen in via Stratocruiser -rom New | 


| York. 


this week wjth “Up in Central 
Park.” 


making | 
annual trek to Broadway to re-| 


Metropolitan | 
Opera engagement here will com-' 


— ame 


Hollywood 


Hugo Fregonese recoverin 
tonsilectomy. © ren 

Ernie Ohman joined the Nat 
Goldstone agency. 

Julius Tannens celebrated their 
51st wedding anni. 

Roy Rowland bought a farm in 
Connecticut for $45,000. 

Roy Del Ruth starting his 36th 
year in the film industry. 

George Murphy to Washington 
D. C., to emcee a luncheon. ; 
| Paul-Henri Spaak, Belgian diplo- 
| mat, touring the film studios. 
| Gordon Gordon returned to work 
at 20th-Fox after a tussle with fly. 
| Kirk Douglas returned from 
| Phoenix where he starred in a legit 
show. 

Emily Kimbrough booked for a 
lecture at Beverly Hills High 
| School. 

' Fred Williams succeeded Ben 
Wolk as president of the Universal 
City Cluh 

Opening of the Las Vegas horse 
track pushed back from Mar. 15 to 
| early Autumn. 
| Rupert Hughes celebrated 








his 
79th birthday at a luncheon at the 
Masquers Club. 

Radha Sri Ram heading for Hol- 
‘lywood after starring in “The 
River” in India. 

Y. Frank Freeman returned to 
his Paramount desk after home 
office huddles. 
|. Nat Saland in town to buy a 
building for a branch of Mercury 
Film Laboratories. 
| Colette Lyons in town after an 
entertainment tour of military 
camps in Germany. 

Ern Westmore going to Australia 
in Spring to plug the picture, 
“Secrets of Beauty.” 

Premiere of “The Mudlark” 
raised $133,000 for St. John’s Hos- 
pital in Santa Monica. 

Estate of the late Maurice Cos- 
tello, once a top screen actor, 
amounted to only $91.55. 

Danny Thomas in town to catch 
his breath after 25 eastern TV and 
radio shows in two weeks. 

Martin and Lewis hassle with 
Chuck Isaacs and Hal Goodman, 
scripters, settled out of court. 





Washington 


By Florence S. Lowe 

Screen star George Murphy in 
to emcee GOP Lincoln Day rally 
Monday night. 

Van Heflin due Friday to tub 
thump for Universal's ‘‘Tomahawk” 
and to highlight an Academia press 
preview of same. 

Radio commentator H. R. Bauk- 
hage robbed of $10 and his White 
| House press pass in corridor of his 
apartment home. 

Ex-Met star Mary Garden in 
town for the Lauritz Melchoir con- 
cert, her last visit here before leav- 
ing. for Scotland next Saturday 

Republicans reviving the Ray- 
mond Massey starrer, “Abe Lincoln 
in Illinois,” as part of its observ- 
ance of birthday of the Great 
Emancipator. . 

Pharmacist George Jolson, 
brother of Al, has been made an 
associate member of local Variety 
| tent, which honored the late Mam- 

my singer with its first “Showman 
|of the Year” award in ’49. 








Eugene Ormandy and Mrs. Or- 


| mandy at Balmoral Club for three 
| weeks. 
| Lawrence Langner in from N. Y. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 
Mike Manos and his wife to 


terday” with “Ladies in Retire- for opening of Nassau’s legit the- Florida for the remainder of the 


ment.” 

Martha Stewart and Blackburn 
| Twins, Dick Wesson at El Rancho 
Vegas. 

Dennis Day signed for Last 
Frontier following current Willie 
| Shore, Nick Lucas stanza. 


| 


ing show due in March 20 instead 


| of Feb. 20, with latter date being | 


set for Earl Carroll’s, Hollywood, 
opening. 

Hotel Flamingo sale fell through 
'when prez Gus Greenbaum nixed 
terms of payment 
Golden Nugget’s Jake Kozloff, Guy 
McAfee and Tony Lucy. 


Miami Beach 


By Lary Solloway 

Clyde McCoy's orch into 8600 
Club. 
| Henny Youngman, Betty Reilly 
| into Chez Paree. 

Buddy Lester has joined Martha 
Raye show at her Five O’Clock 
Club. 

Sammy Kaye orch at Sunset 
Room of the Jack Rabel Steak 
House. 

Teddy Powell’s orch opened four- 
week run at Saxony Hotel’s Shell-I- 
Mar Room. 

Mary Small set to follow Georgie 
_Price into Blue Sails Room of Sans 
| Souci hotel. 

Eddie Cantor planed in for gan- 
der at Beach Auditorium where 
he'll play date later in month. 

Schwab-Terrell's Musie Circus 
clicking with “Carcusel” follows 


offered by) 


j;atre at the Bahama Playhouse. 

| Irving Berlin and family in by 

Stratocruiser. Berlin introduced 

| Edward Everett Horton, here for 

, “Springtime for Henry,” at British 

| Colonial Garden Grill. 
Major-General Robert Neville, 


| Lou Walters Latin Quarter tour- | 80Vvernor of the Bahamas, made | 


|dedicatory speech following gala 
|preem of “Springtime for Henry” 
at new Bahama Playhouse. 


San Francisco 


By Ted Friend 

Jack Fina orch at Edgewater. 

Jack Halvorsen is new manager 
at the Esquire. 

Mae Murray doing advance for 
“Valentino” preem. 

Elizabeth Scott, Joseph Cotten 
checked in at the Fairmont hotel. 

Pierre Monteux back to Opera 
House podium following boff Bos- 
ton concerts. 

_ Dick Contino and Georgie Tapps 
,into the Peacock Court of the 
| Mark Hopkins. 

Barbara Degan, personnel head 
at KFRC, to Washington, D.C., to 
join “Voice of America.” 

John Hobart, former Chronicle 
| drama and film critic, off to New 
York en route to Europe. 

_ Lloyd E. Yoder, new KNBC gen- 
/eral mgr., feted at cocktailery by 
ar execs including J. H. McCon- 
nell. 

| Agnes Moorehead, Charles Boy- 
‘er, Charles Laughton and “Sir 
|Cedric Hardwicke in town for 
‘Town Hall stint. . 





| winter. 

| “Detective Story” biggest hit of 
season at Playhouse and run has 

| been extended. 

Stan Fisher, harmonica player, 
|} and ex-bomber pilot, flies his own 
| plane to engagements. 

Pat Flaherty off for Hollywood 
'to spend a month with his son, 
Jesse Flaherty, organist. 

Grace Price Katz, director of 
Children’s Theatre, vacationing 
with her husband in Key West. 

Roy Davis and team of Cass 
Franklin and Monica Moore head- 
lining new show at Terrace Room. 

Edward Choate, summer opera 
company’s new biz manager, intro- 
' duced to press and radio gang at a 
| luncheon. 

Sam Thaviu, Pittsburgh Sym- 








|phony’s concertmaster, going to 
Europe this summer for five 
months of study. 

Genoa 


By R. F. Hawkins ; 
Tatiana Pavlova, Italian legit 
star, opening here with “Mulatto. 
Writer Richard Wright to open 
. lecture series at Augustus the- 
atre. : 
Tito Schipa and Gilberto Gov! 
appeared in benefit show at Togni 
Circus. 

“Cinderella” ended a sock five- 
week holiday stand at the Lux 
| Cinema. : 
| Moppet conductor Roberto Benz! 
‘directed his first Italian concert 
‘here at the Augustus theatre, 
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SIR CHARLES B. COCHRAN | 

Sir Charles Blake Cochran, 78, 
veteran British .producer, died 
Jan. 31 in a London hospital of 
burns receivec. while taking a bath 
in his home there a week previ- 
ously. Lady Cochran, the former 
Evelyn Alice Dade, survives. 

Details in the Legitimate sec- | 


tion. 








ALFRED A. COHN 

Alfred A. Cohn, 71, who wrote 
“The Jazz Singer” for Warner 
Bros., the first full length talk- | 
ing motion picture, died in Los 
Angeles, Feb. 3. Starring Al Job 
con. in 1927, the film. won the first 
Motion Picture Academy Award. 

in his varied career, Cohn was 
at various times a newspaper re- 
porter, mewspaper editor, maga- 
zine editor, publicity man, screen 
writer, customs collector and Los 
Angeles Police Commissioner. 

Born in Freeport, Ul., Cohn at- 
tended local schools, and at 15 
went to work for a Chicago news- 
paper. He began to write fo. the 
screen in 1918, and eventually 
wrote or helped write more than 
100 scripts, including the “Cohens 
and Kellys” series, “The Cat and 
the Canary.” “Jail Break” and 
“Carnation Kid.” 

He was the author of the scena- 
rios “The Holy Terror,” “The Cisco 
Kid” and “Mystery Ranch,” and 
collaborated on the screenplay of 
“Harold Teen.” For time he con- 
ducted a column in The San Fran- 
cisco Examiner. He wrote several 
books, including “Gun Notches,” 
and was co-author, with Joe Chis- 
holm, of “Take the Witness,” the 
biog of Earl Rogers, Coast criminal 
lawyer. 

In 1935 Cohn was appointed Col- 
lector of Customs in Los Angeles, 
a post he held for four years. 
Later he served as president of 
the Los Angeles Police Commis- 
sion, and initiated several reforms 
in police procedure. 





DOROTHY SPEARE 

Dorothy Speare, novelist and 
magazine writer and = onetime 
singer, died in Boston, Feb. 3. 

Miss Speare, who began her 
career singing opera but had to 
retire from this field because of 
an illness, attracted attention with 
her novel, “Dancers in the Dark,” 
in 1922. 

Another of her works, “Prima 
Donna,” an operetta published in 
1934, was used as the basis for the 
film, “One Night of Love,” which 
starred the late Grace Moore. Her 
most recent novel was “Spring on 
Fifty-second Street,” published in 
1947. 

She was graduated from Smith 
College in 1919 and did graduate 
work at Radcliffe College from 
1919 to 1921. She sang in opera. 
in Italy and France in 1926 and 
1927 and made her American de- 
but in “Mignon” in Washington in 
1927. She continued to sing in 
concerts and opera until illness — 
forced her retirement in 1930. 

Her other books included “The 
Gay Year,” 1923; “The Girl Who 
Cast Out Fear,” 1925; “A Virgin 
of Yesterday,” 1925; “The Road to 
Needles,” 1937. She contributed | 
numerous articles and stories to 
popular magazines, Surviving are 
her father, a brother, and a sister. 





MARGUERITE FARRELL 

Marguerite Farrell Wheeler, 62, | 
retired actress, died of a heart 
ailment in Buffalo, N. Y., Jan. 26. 
Known professionally as Mar- 
guerite Farrell, she appeared in 
vaude partnered with Clara Inge | 
in a comedy singing act and later 
as a single. She retired after her 
marriage. Following the death of 
her husband four years ago, she 
had Deen employed by the Erie | 
—— Social Welfare bureau in 
ulfalo. 


Trier to  vaude engagements, | 
Miss Farrell had appeared in! 
Shakespearian. repertory and in 


several musicals on Broadway, in- 
cluding the late Lew Fields’ pro- | 
duction of “Step This Way.” Her 
last appearaace was in the 1920s 
in the musieal, “Up She Goes.” 
Survived by daughter and a) 
Sister, Mrs. Marie Farrell Schmidt. 


ALLEN LEE 

Allen Lee, 76, vet character 
actor on stage and screen, died 
in New York Feb. 5. He retired , 
eicht years ago when illness ham-- 
Pered his activities. Among his_ 
last legit appearances was in a 
Production of “Abraham Lincoln” 
“t the Cort theatre, N. Y. in 1935. 
_Lee made his debut with Kate 

‘ston in “The Two Orphans” and 
luler had roles in David Belasco’s 
‘orl of the Golden West” as well 
“- aratoga,” “White Slave” and 
Krl Corvoll’s “Sketeh Book.” 

'U- cro] serviecs are to be held 





= 


lomnorrew * (Thursday) at 9 ani. 


at Zimmerman’s Hungaria, N. 


from the Walter B. Cooke Funeral 
Home at 117 W. 72 St., N. Y. 





COUNTESS M. M. MERCATI 


Countess Marie Manice Mercati, | 


82, a prominent art patron, died 
in her apartment in the St. Regis 
Hotel, Feb. 4. 

She was one of the originators 


‘of the Lewisohn Stadium concerts 


and was active on committees that 
sponsored art exhibitions for the 
relief of war-torn countries follow- 
ing both world wars. 


Among organizations which she 


supported were the Philharmonic- 


Symphony Society, the Lafayette | 


Memorial at Chavaniac, France; 
the League of Composers; the 
Metropolitan Opera and the Ballet 
Associates of America. 

Surviving are two nephews. 


JACK OSTFELD 
Jack Ostfeld, 49, former music 
publisher and contact employee, 
died in New York Feb. 2. 





His career, stretching over pe- 
riod of 34 years, was spent in music | 


biz and included associations with 
Irving Berlin, Shapiro-Bernstein 
and Buddy Morris. In 1947 he 
opened his own firm, Stevens 
Music, whose biggest hit was 
“There Must Be a Way.” At time 
of his death he was in charge ot 
professional activity in the Red 
Foley Firm, Old Hickory Music. 

He is survived by a son, Ray- 
mond, on the contact staff of 
Mellin Music. 


DAVID KAUFMAN 
David Kaufman, 51, a film sales- 
man with Warners Cleveland of- 
fice, was killed last Tuesday (30) 
in an auto crash at Columbiana, 
O. He had been with the com- 





pany for seven years at its Cleve- | 


land branch and prior to going 
there had worked in the WB New 
York exchange for three years. 
A resident of Cleveland, Kauf- 
man leaves his wife and three chil- 
dren. A sister also survives. She 
is the wife of Arthur Sackson, for- 
mer Warner assistant general 
sales manager who is now an indie 
producers’ representative. 


BLANCHE NOYES 
Blanche Noyes Pennoyer, 





Mrs. 


87, former legit actress known pro- | 


fessionally as Blanche Noyes, died 
in New York, Jan. 29. 
retired from the stage 30 years 
ago after her marriage. 

During her early career she ap- 
peared with Neil Burgess in “The 
County Fair,” Robert B. Mantell in 
several of the latter's productions, 
with Maude Adams in ) 
Street,” and E, H. Sothern in “If 
I Were King.” In the latter part 
of her career she appeared with 
various stock companies. 


BELA J. ZSIGA | 
Bela J. Zsiga, 60, musician and 
for many years cymbalon player 





died following a heart attack. after 
completing his performance there, 
Jan. 30. 

He had previously played the 
Hungarian instrument with Paul 
Whiteman’s orchestra and at the 
Radio City Musie Hall, N. Y. He 
had recently rejected a contract 
with the London Symphony orches- 
tra because of ill health. 

Survived by wife, daughter, son 
and four brothers. 


OLIVER MORTON 

Oliver Morton, 62, Chicago NBC 
national spot radio sales manager, 
died Feb. 2 in Chicago after a 
heart attack. 

Except for a two-year period 
when he was the Chicago rep for 
the Westinghouse stations, he had 
been with NBC since 1933. Prior 





‘to that he had been a member of 


the KDKA, Pittsburgh sales staff 
and in 1932 he became its station 


manager. : 
Surviving are wife and son. 


OTTO W. REINERT |. 
Otto W. Reinert, 55, violinist, 





died of heart ailment in St. Louis | 


Jan. 31. ; 
Reinert was assistant conductor 


under the late Gene Rodemich at. 
the old Grand Central theatre and | 


had his own oreh at the Ambassa- 
dor and Missouri theatres. He 
served as musical director for radio 
stations KWK and WIL and later 
played with the St. Louis symph 
orch and Municipal theatre orch. 


JOHN H. NICKEL 

John H. (Hon) Nickel, 73, owner 
of the Gayety, Baltimore burlesque 
landmark. and longtime figure in 
burlesque since the days of the 
wheel circuits, died at his home in 
that city, Jan. 31. 

Nickel operated hotels and_ the 
old Monumental and Folly Thea- 
tres and was artive in promoting 
boxing prior to World War I. Son, 





She had | 


“Quality | 


| John H. Nickel, Jr., a brother, 
| George J. Nickel and a daughter 
| survive, 





DR. THEOPHIL WENDT 


Dr. Theophil Wendt, 76, sym- 

phony conductor, died in Johan- 
_nesburg Feb. 5. He was credited 
_With forming South Africa’s first 
: Symphony orchestra in 1904. 
Dr. Wendt traveled extensively 
and in 1931 acted as professor of 
music at Long Island University 
|in Brooklyn, N. Y. At various 
times he also was associated with 
| the National Broadcasting Co. and 
| Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer. 





SIG MEALY 

Sig Mealy (Sigried Bergdol) age 
| 69, died at Saranac Lake, N. Y., 
| after a long illness. 

He had been a vaude performer 
for over 50 years, during which 
he appeared in W. S. Cleveland’s 
| Minstrels and other 
| Later he had toured vaude as a 
member of comedy knockabout act 
Of Welch, Mealy & Montrose. 

Survived -by brother and a 
sister. 





PERCIVAL DEAN 


Percival Dean, 73, actor, who 
had appeared in George Keppie'’s 


in stock companies in Cleveland, | 


Rochester und Detroit, under the 
name of Walter Percival, died 
Feb. 2 in Toronto. When George 
Keppie established stock in Toron- 
to at the Empire, Dean reverted 
to his own name. 

Survived by a brother. 


ALFRED SMART 


Alfred Smart, 56, died in Chica- 
go, Feb. 4. He was president of the 
Publishers Enterprises, consisting 
of Coronet and Esquire magazines 
and also Coronet and Ideal Films. 

He is survived by brother David, 
chairman of the board, as well as 
another brother, John, a_ vice- 
president of PE. Also surviving are 
, a daughte¥, parents and two sisters. 








JACK WAVERLY 


Jack Waverly, 54, songwriter and 
one-time music publisher, died at 


his home in Bellmore, L. I., Jan. 
30. Among his more. successful 
\songs were “Beneath a _ Starry | 


| Heaven,” “Hillbilly Looking for a 
Hill” and “Nobody Wants to Do the 
| Dishes.” ; 

Survived by wife, a brother and 
sister. 





| SHIAVAX C. CAMBATA 

| Shiavax C. Cambata, 67, Indian 
exhibitor; died in Bombay Feb. 4. 
,He owned the Eros, a firstrun 
‘Bombay house, and also operated 
'a chain of film theatres in the 
provinces. 





SAMMY WESTON 
Sammy Weston, 62, stage and 
screen actor, died Feb. 1 in Holly- 
wood, 








| Mrs. Pearl Field Conard, 67, 
| daughter of the late Al G. Field, 
| minstrel man, died Feb. 3 in Co- 
,lumbus, O. Mrs. Conard, with her 
| late husband, William E. Conard, 
'took over Field’s minstrel show 
|and operated it until 1929. Sur- 
_vived by two sons, Field Conard, 
| treasurer of Hartman theatre, Co- 
| lumbus, and Jack. 





| Griff Jay, 70, screen cartoonist, 
|died Feb. 2 in Los Angeles. Former 
‘cartoonist on the Kansas City 
| Post, Jay had been associated with 


‘animated films for 26 years, 


| e ———— 

Beba Ezeldrine, 40, owner of 
two Cairo niteries, died in an auto- 
/ mobile accident Feb. 5. She was 

famed among Allied troops during 








Morris Green, projectionist, died 
,Feb. 3 in Chicago. 
| wife, two daughters and son. 





Morris “Cap” Posner, 62, bank- 


25 years, died Jan. 28 in Holly- 
wood. 











Vidfilms Spur 


Continued from page 1 





‘tivities of less than a dozen top pro- 
duction firms. There are approxi- 
|mately a score of other “fringe op- 
‘erations,’ but for the most part 
these fade out for lack of capital, 


_sometimes without even turning a_ 


camera. 

| Video film impact on the talent 
land technical guilds and craft 
‘unions is best notea with the 
‘Screen Actors Guild. Incomplete 
records indicate some 7,500 jobs 
‘filled during 1950 by SAG mem- 


‘bers. The figure is a jump of just 
about 100° over the number of 
telev' ‘on jobs in 1949. Further, 


"thegé jobs have beéni hatidléd By 


productions. | 


the war for her dancing apaties. | 


Survived py. 


ing guard at Fox-West Coast for, 


a 


| actors who have long been sstal- 
warts in the industry. 


Major studios’ adamant position 
| forbidding appearance of their con- 
|tract players on television has 
proved a windfall for the freelance 
;thesp. In recent months, vidpix 
| have been lensed with casis which 


boast such familiar names as Ruth! 


Hussey, Billie Burke, Guy Madi- 
son, Richard Greene, Chick Chand- 


ler, Wanda Hendrix, Spring Bying- | 


ton, Bonita Granville, Jeff Donnell, 
Stu Erwin and Lois Collier. 
Familiar Names 

Best known, of course, are the 
| series of vidfilms with such picture 
inames as Gene Autry, the Lone 
Ranger and Cisco Kid. These not 
only bring to television some fa- 
miliar feature film names, but pro- 
vide a steady diet of employment 
|for the other craftsmen who are 
/ needed whenever a camera turns. 

Guiding the talent on television 
are more than 20( of the 700 active 
members of the Screen Directors 


' Guild. Roughly, 33° of that num- | 


ber are in the live television field. 
| Remainder, according to a survey 
| made several months ago, are 
working either full or part-time on 
' films for television. A newer sur- 
vey, currently underway, is expect- 


5% on the old figures. 


Work for cameramen in the field 
has more than doubled in the last 
year. Some, of course, .are em- 
ployed for the filmed version of 

| certain top shows. Production of 
| actual feature films for television, 


| however, occupies the attention of | 
‘some 3% of the working camera- 


men in Hollywood. Seemingly 
small percentage is important, 
since the list of the film camera- 
men has never swelled appreciably, 
‘and even in the worst periods of 
Hollywood slumps the lensers have 
‘had comparatively little unemploy- 
/ ment. 

Greatest percentage jump is in 
the ranks of film editors, where 
‘the number of unemployed has 


been slashed by more than 20%. | 


Telefilm activity now occupies the 
| full-time efforts of almost 25° of 
| the membership. 

Writers, of course, are getting 
into the act in incre.sing numbers. 


Most recent check showed a total | 


of 35 writers actively engaged in 
full-time video work, with about 
_65 others contributing on a steady 
though part-time basis. 

Mounting employment graph is 
matched by the optimism of per- 
sonnel engaged in video on the 
Coast. Feeling is best summed up 
by Jerry Fairbanks, longtime com- 
mercial and video film preducer, 
who flatly predicts Hollywood will 
be the world’s television centre by 
1952. Other producers aren't quite 
willing to go that far, but they do 
believe the Coast is and will con- 
tinue to be the logical centre for 
vidpix activity. 

Local talent and 
aren’t too concerned by the dis- 
tinction. The only thing that in- 
terests the local employables is 


that it looks like a job boom is in| 


the making—and thg days of the 


tightened belt and long lines in| 


front of the unemployment com- 
pensation offices seem to be just 
about over. 


| School-By-Video 


Continued from page 1 = 








‘sion teachers from other schools 
on later programs.” 


| Louisville’s WHAS-TV Bid 


Louisville, Feb. 6. 
Last week's heavy snowfall and 


sub-zero temperatures, the worct 
‘in over 25 years, gave WHAS-TV 





an opportunity to try out educa- | 


tional TV for the many school chil- 
dren snowed-in at home. City and 
county schools were closed most of 
|'the week, so Victor Sholis, WHAS 
| director, secured some educational 
_ films from the local Encyc:opedia 
‘Britannica rep, who offered them to 
, the station for educational show- 
jing. Films were shown Saturday 
| (3) from 10:30 to 11 a. m., and 
then following the “Big Town” tele- 
| cast, from 12 noon until 1:15 p. m., 
(a WHAS-TV “Reel Schvol” was 
| shown for the shut-in students. 


It’s too early to evaluate results 
of the educational showings, but 
_Station hopes to get a line on how 
the films were received. Stunt was 
‘purely an emergency measure to 
reach the home-bound voungsters, 
who were a ready-made audience 
‘for the series of short subjects. 
‘Local press carried stories that 
schools would resume classes as of 
Monday (5) unless another heavy 
snowfaN chariged the order. 


ed to show an upsurge af at least | 


technicians | 





Theatre Tele sail 
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$15,000 from the former price of 
, $25,500. Other manufacturers who 
,Teportedly have benefited from the 
_mass of orders include Paramount, 
| Which produces an_ intermediate 
\ftlm system utilizing 35m equip- 
ment, and Gcneral Precision Labo- 
ratories, which is making a similar 
‘unit but one which employs 16m 
| film equipment. 

At present, there are 16 theatre 
, TV installations in operation, sev- 
eral of these having been used by 
some of the nation’s circuits for 
experimental tests in their key 
city houses. With the success of 
tests conducted so far, many of 
the new orders have come from 
these same circuits. Among. the 
theatre chains planning new instal- 
lations are Fabian, RKO, United 
Paramount, Century, American 
Theatres, Commonwealth (of Kan- 
sas City), Walter Reade, Comer- 
_ford and Interstate. Theatres op- 
erated by these circuits are spread 
throughout the country but most 
of the big-screen installations will 
be located along the coaxial cable, 
signifying the possibility of linking 
a number of them into a network 
that could utilize the same program 
simultaneously. 

Twentieth-Fox’s National Thea- 
tres, which has long been toying 
with the idea of its own theatre 
T*’ circuit on the Coast, is not list- 
ed among the new buyers of equip- 
While 20th has contributed 
considerable effort and money in 
‘helping RCA develo, its system, 
the company has recently shown in- 
terest in a new-type unit developed 
by the Univ. of Zurich in Switzer- 
land. Charles and Spyros Skouras 
are in Switzerland this week eyeing 
‘that system and it’s believed 20th 
‘will hold off on its plans until the 
company toppers decide which sys- 
tem to buy. 
|, In pitching theatre 


'ment. 


TV to its 
members, the three leading indus- 
try organizations have stressed the 
, “chicken-and-the-egg” problem— 
that it’s impossible to get good big- 
| Screen programs until sufficient 
theatres are equipped to bid for 
them and that most exhibs would 
not buy the units until they could 
be guaranteed good programs. New 
orders, as a result, indicate the in- 
dustry chiefs have won their point 
that exhibs must gamble by in- 
stalling the units first. It’s pointed 
/out, incidentally, that this display 
of faith in theatre TV by many of 
the nation’s leading exhibs will 
serve as a good arguing point for 
_the industry when it sits down at 
| Reariags with the Federal Commu- 
| nications Commission to press for 
_exclusive networking channels. 





MARRIAGE 


__ Marjorie Stearns to Richard O. 
Walker, Jr., Columbus, Feb. 3. 

_Bride’s former press relations staf- 

‘fer at WQXR. 

Dorothea Backenstoe to Charles 

_Kenworthey, Galveston, Tex., Feb. 

3. He's a member of the WOAI, 
San Antonio news staff. 

_. Norma Kaiser to Fred Bryan, 


Fort Lee, N. J., Feb. 4. Bride is 
featured dancer in “Call Me 
Madam” (Imperial, N. Y.); he’s 


‘singer in “Bless You All” (Mark 
Hellinger, N. Y.). 

Dorinda Begley to James Twit- 
tick, Bellmore, L. 1, Feb. 4. Bride 
_is daughter of Martin Begley, TV 
casting director at NBC, N. Y. 

Nedra Clark to Albert (Cubby) 

| Broccoli, Las Vegas, Feb. 3. She’s 
‘Buddy Clark’s widow; he’s a 
' Hollywood agent. 
' Kitty Green to Jack Fina, Holly- 
wood, Jan. 30. He’s a bandleader; 
/bride’s sister of Bill Green, Pitt 
jnitery owner. 

Athanasia George Skouras to 
Martin Sweeny, Jr., Feb. 3 in Rye, 
N. Y. Bride is daughter of George 
P. Skouras, prexy of United Art- 
ists Theatre Circuit, Inc.; he’s in 
realty business. 





| BIRTHS 

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Lierley, 
son, Hollywood, Jan. 30. Father is 
a makeup man at Parzemount. 

| Mr. and Mrs. Harry Munson, 
daughter, Pittsburgh. Feb. 1, 
Father’s a director at WDTV, Piit. 

Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Bercovich, 
son, Regina, Sask., Jan. 10. Father's 
manager of the Broadway theatre 
there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Bracht, son, 
Hollywood, Feb. 1. Father is a 
film editor at Para.nount. 

Mr, and Mrs. Rummy Bishop, 
daughter, Pittsburgh, Jan. 9. 
Father's a nitery comic; mother is 
former Betty Schmidt, dancer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sol Yaged, daugh- 
gr, New York, Jan. 27. Father is 
a jazz clarinetist. 





“i VARIETY Wednesday, February 7, 195] 


One Year Old... 


and already selected and elected 
by the critics and public as... 


the GREATEST New 
Dance Band in the Land! 


Acclaimed and Contracted by... 
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HOLLYWO OD PALLADIUM Booked to return April 3, 1951 


FRANK DAILEY’S MEADOWBROOK socked to return June, 1951 : 
N.Y. PARAMOUNT THEATER pooked for suly, 1951 : 
DECCA RECORDS over 1,000,000 sold! : 
STANDARD TRANSCRIPTIONS Played on Approx. 600 stations “Te 


U. S. MARINE CORPS SHO W over 2,000 stations and AFRS Network on 
RADIO=|—CLUB 15 cps Coust-to-coust—Five nights weekly 
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